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A  WORD  m  ADVANCE,  FROM  THE  AUTHOR  TO  THE 

READER. 


•  •• 


Swallow  Barn  was  written  twenty  years  ago,  and  was  pub* 
lished  in  a  small  edition,  which  was  soon  exhausted.  From  that 
date  it  has  disappeared  from  the  bookstores,  being  carelessly 
consigned  by  the  author  to  that  obliyion  which  is  common  to  books 
and  men— out  of  sight,  out  of  mind.  Upon  a  recent  reviewal  of 
it,  after  an  interval  sufficiently  long  to  obliterate  the  pariialities 
with  which  one  is  apt  to  regard  his  own  productions,  I  have  thought 
it  was  worthy  of  more  attention  than  I  had  bestowed  upon  it,  and 
was,  at  least,  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  second  edition.  In  truth, 
its  republication  has  been  so  often  advised  by  friends,  and  its 
original  reception  was  so  prosperous,  that  I  have  almost  felt  it  to 
be  a  duty  once  more  to  set  it  afloat  upon  the  waters,  for  the  behoof 
of  that  good-natured  company  of  idle  readers  who  are  always  ready 
to  embark  on  a  pleasure  excursion  in  any  light  craft  that  offers. 
I  have,  therefore,  taken  these  volumes  in  hand,  and  given  them  a 
somewhat  critical  revisaL  Twenty  years  work  sufficient  change  up- 
on the  mind  of  an  author  to  render  him,  perhaps  more  than  others, 
a  fastidious  critic  of  his  own  book.  If  the  physiologists  are  right| 
he  is  not  the  same  personafter  that  lapse  of  time ;  and  all  that  his 
present  and  former  self  may  claim  in  common,  are  those  properties 
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whiolf  belong  to  his  mental  conscionsnesH,  of  wtiioh  his  aspiration 
after  fame  is  one.  The  prcsvDt  self  may,  therefore,  be  expected 
to  examine  more  rigorously  the  work  of  tliat  former  and  younger 
person,  for  whom  he  is  held  responsible.  This  weighty  consider- 
ation will  bo  sufficient  to  account  for  tbe  few  differences 
which  may  be  found  between  this  and  the  first  edition.  Some 
quaintness  of  the  voeabularj  has  been  got  rid  of — some  dialogue  has 
boon  fltript  of  its  redundancy — some  few  thoughts  bave  been 
added — and  others  retrenclied.  I  tthall  be  happy  to  think  that 
the  reader  will  agree  with  me  that  these  arc  improvements  : — I 
mean  the  reader  who  may  happen  to  belong  to  that  small  and 
choice  corps  who  read  these  rolumos  long  ago — a  little  troop  of 
friends  of  both  sexes,  to  whom  I  have  reason  to  be  grateful  for 
that  modicum  of  good  opinion  which  cheered  my  first  venture  in 
authorship.  Health  and  joy  to  them  all — as  many  as  are  now 
alive  I  I  owe  tbem  a  thanksgiving  for  their  early  benevolence. 
Swallow  Barn  exhibits  a  picture  of  country  life  in  Virginia, 
OS  it  existed  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century.  Between 
that  period  and  the  present  day,  time  and  what  is  called  '■  the  pro- 
gress," have  made  many  iiinovatioDB  there,  us  they  have  done 
every  where  else.  The  Old  Dominion  is  losing  somewhat  of 
the  raoinesB  of  her  osco  peouliBj,  and — speaking  in  reference  to 
the  locality  described  in  these  volumes — insulated  cast  of  man- 
ners. The  mellow,  bland,  and  sunny  luxuriance  of  bcr  old-time 
aoctety — its  good  fellowship,  its  hearty  and  constitutional  ami.- 
panionahleness^  the  thriftless  gayety  of  the  people,  their  dogged 
but  amiable  invincibility  of  opinion,  and  that  overflowing  bospi- 
tality  which  knew  no  ebb, — these  traits,  though  far  from  being 
impaired,  are  modified  at  the  present  day  by  ciicnmatancL's  which 
have  been  gradually  attaining  a  marked  infiucnce  over  social  life 
as  well  as  political  relation.  Ad  observer  cannot  fail  to  note  that 
the  manneni  of  our  country  have  been  tending  towards  a  unifor- 
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Hiity  wbieh  is  visibljr  effacing  all  local  differences.    The  old  states, 
especially,  are  losing  their  orignal  distinctive  habits  and  modetf 
of  life,  and  in  the  same  degree,  I  fear,  are  losing  their  exclusive 
American  character.     A  traveller  may  detect  but  few  sectional 
or  provincial  varieties  in  the  general  observances  and  customs  of 
society,  in  comparison  with  what  were  observable   in  the  past 
generations,  and  the  pride,  or  rather  the  vanity,  of  the  present 
day  is  leading  us  into  a  very  notable  assimilation  with  foreign 
usages      The  country  now  apes  the  city  in  what  is  supposed  to 
be  the  elegancies  of  life,  and  the  city  is  inclined  to  value  and 
adopt  the  fashions  it  is  able  to  import  across  the  Atlantic,  and 
thus  the  whole  surface  of  society  is  exhibiting  the  traces  of  a 
process  by  which  it  is  likely  to  be  rubbed  Jown,  in  time,  to  one 
level,  and  varnished  with  the  same  gloss.   It  may  thus  finally  arrive 
at  a  comfortable  insipidity  of  charac^r  which  may  not  be  willingly 
reckoned  as  altogether  a  due  compensation  for  the  loss  of  that 
rough  but  pleasant  flavor  wliich  belonged  to  it  in  its  earlier  era. 
There  is  much  good  sen$u  in  that  opinion  which  ascribes  a  whole- 
some influence  to  t^ose  homebred  customs,  which  are  said  to 
strengthen  local  attachments  and   expand  them  into  a  love  of 
country.     Wt^t  belonged  to  us  as  characteristically  American, 
seems  alreedy  to  be  dissolving  into  a  mixture  which  affects  us  un- 
pleasap<:iy  as  a  tame  and  cosmopolitan  substitute  for  the  old 
warmth  and  salient  vivacity  of  our  ancestors.     We  no  longer  pre- 
sent in  our  pictures  of  domestic  life  so  much  as  an  earnest  lover 
of  our  nationality  might  desire  of  what  abroad  is  called  '^  the  red 
bird's  wing*' — something  which  belongs  to  us  and  to  no  one  else. 
The  fruitfulness  of  modern  invention  in  the  arts  of  life,  the  gene- 
ral fusion  of  thought  through  the  medium  of  an  extra-territorial 
literature,  which  from  its  easy  domestication  among  us  is  scarcely 
regarded  as  foreign,  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  European 
customs  which  have  been  incorporated  into  our  scheme  of  living, 


— all  these,  aided  and  diffused  bj  our  estraorJiuary  facilities  of 
travel  and  circulation,  haye  made  sad  work,  even  in  the  present 
generation,  with  those  old  nationaluma  that  were  so  agreeable 
to  the  contemplation  of  an  admirer  of  the  picturesque  in  charac- 


Looking  myself  somewhat  hopelossly  upon  this  onward  gliding 
of  the  stream,  I  am  not  willing  to  allow  these  sketchoB  of  mine 
entirely  to  pass  away.  They  have  already  begun  to  assume  the 
tints  of  a  relic  of  the  past,  and  may,  in  another  generation,  become 
arohffiolugical,  and  sink  into  the  chapter  of  nntiijuitics,  Present- 
ing, as  I  make  bold  to  say,  a  faithful  picture  of  the  people,  the 
modes  of  life,  and  tho  scenery  of  a  region  full  of  attraction,  and 
exhibiting  the  lights  and  shades  of  its  society  with  the  truth- 
fulness of  a  painter  who  has  studied  his  subject  on  the  spot,  they 
may  reasonably  cluim  their  acetttaey  of  delineation  to  be  set  off 
as  an  estenuatlon  for  any  want  of  skill  or  defect  of  finish  which  a 
fiiir  criticism  may  charge  against  the  aitist  Like  some  sign-post 
painters,  I  profess  to  make  a  strong  likened*,  even  if  it  should  be 
thought  to  he  hard,— artA  whiit  belter  work  met.  might  call  a  daub, 
— as  to  which  I  must  leave  my  reader  to  judge  fot  himself  when 
he  has  read  this  book.  The  outward  public  award  o>  this  point 
was  kind,  and  bestowed  quite  ns  much  praise  as  I  coUd  have 
desired — much  raoro  than  T  expected — when  the  former  edition 
appeared.  But  '■  the  progress"  has  brouglit  out  many  competitors 
sluee  that  day,  and  has,  perhaps,  rendered  the  public  taste  more 
scrupulous.  A  book  then  was  not  so  perilous  an  otfering  as  it  is 
now  in  the  great  swarm  of  authorships  We  run  more  risk,  just 
now,  of  being  let  alone, — unread, — untalked  of— though  not, 
happily,  unpaffed  by  a  few  newspapers,  who  are  favorites  with 
the  publisher,  and  owe  liioi  some  courtesies. 

I  wish  it  to  be  noted  that  Swallow  Barn  is  not  a  novel.  I  con- 
fess this  in  advance,  although  I  may  lose  by  it     It  was  begun  on 
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the  plan  of  a  series  of  detached  sketches  linked  together  by  the 
hooks  and  eyes  of  a  trayeller's  notes ;  and  although  the  narrative 
does  run  into  some  by-paths  of  personal  adventure,  it  has  still 
preserved  its  desultory,  sketchy  character  to  the  last.  It  is,  there- 
fore, utterly  unartistic  in  plot  and  structure,  and  may  be  described 
as  variously  and  interchangeably  partaking  of  the  complexion  of  a 
book  of  travels,  a  diary,  a  collection  of  letters,  a  drama,  and  a  his- 
tory,— and  this,  serial  or  compact,  as  the  reader  may  choose  to 
compute  it.  Our  old  friend  Polonius  had  nearly  hit  it  in  his 
rigmarole  of  ^pastoral-comical,  tragical-comical-historical-pasto- 
ral"— ^which,  saving  ^  the  tragical,"  may  well  make  up  my  schedule: 
and  so  I  leave  it  to  the  '^  censure"  of  my  new  reader. 
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TO    ZACHARY    HUDDLESTONE,  ESQ., 

PRESTON   RIDGE,   NEW  YORK. 

Dear  Zack: 

I  CAN  imagine  your  surprise  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  when  yon 
first  discover  that  I  have  really  reached  the  Old  Dominion.  To 
requite  you  for  my  stealing  off  so  quietly,  I  hold  myself  bound  to 
an  explanation,  and,  in  revenge  for  your  past  friendship,  to  inflict 
upon  you  a  full,  true,  and  particular  account  of  all  my  doings,  or 
rather  my  seeings  and  thinkings,  up  to  this  present  writing.  You 
know  my  cousin  Ned  Hazard  has  been  often  urging  it  upon  me, 
— so  often  that  he  began  to  grow  sick  of  it, — as  a  sort  of  family 
duty,  to  come  and  spend  some  little  fragment  of  my  life  amongst 
my  Virginia  relations,  and  L  have  brpken  so  many  promises  on 
that  score,  that,  in  truth,  I  began  to  grow  ashamed  of  myself. 

Upon  the  first  of  this  month  a  letter  from  Ned  reached  me  at 
Longsides,  on  the  North  River,  where  I  then  was  with  my  mother 
and  sisters.  Ned's  usual  tone  of  correspondence  is  that  of  easy, 
confiding  intimacy,  mixed  up,  now  and  then,  with  a  sll^hing  rail- 
lery  against  some  imputed  foibles,  upon  which,  as  they  were  al- 
together imaginary,  I  could  afford  to  take  his  sarcasm  in  good 
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part  Bat  in  this  epistle  he  assnined  a  new  gronad.  giring  me 
eome  boine  thrusts,  chiding  me  roondlj  for  certain  waxing  hacfui- 
orisms,  as  he  called  them,  and  iDtimating  that  a  cmst  was  evi- 
dently hardening  upon  me.  A  plagne  npoa  the  fellow  f  You 
know.  Zachary.  that  neither  of  ofi  is  so  manj  years  ahead  of  him. 
Mf  reckoning  takes  in  bat  five  years,  eleren  months  and  fifteen 
d&ys — and  certainly,  not  so  mncb  by  my  looks.  He  insinuated 
thftt  I  had  arrived  at  that  inreteracy  of  opinion  for  which  travel 
waa  the  only  cure ;  and  that,  in  especial,  I  had  fallen  int{]  some 
onseemly  prejudices  against  the  Old  Dominion  which  were  unbe- 
coming the  character  of  a  philosopher,  to  which,  he  affirmed,  I  had 
set  up  pretcDsions  ;  and  then  came  a  moat  hyperbolical  innuendo — 
that  he  had  good  reason  to  know  that  I  was  reTulring  the  revival 
of  a  etale  adventure  in  the  war  of  Cupid,  in  which  I  had  been 
aforetime  egregioniily  baffled,  '*  at  Rhodes,  at  Cyprus,  and  on  other 
grounds."  Any  reasonable  man  would  say,  that  was  absurd  on 
his  own  showing.  The  letter  grew  more  provoking — it  fionted 
my  opinions,  laughed  at  my  particularity,  caricatured  and  derided 
my  figure  for  its  IcanQcss,  set  at  nought  my  complexion,  satirised 
my  temper,  and  gave  me  over  corporealty  and  spiritually  to  the 
great  bear-herd,  as  one  predestined  to  all  kinds  of  ill  lack  with 
the  women,  and  to  be  ted  for  ever  aa  an  ape.  Ris  epistle,  how- 
over,  wound  up  like  a  sermon,  in  a  perfect  concord  of  sweet  sounds, 
beseeching  mo  to  forego  my  idle  purpose ;  (Cupid,  forsooth  !)  to 
weed  out  all  ray  prejudicale  affections,  as  well  touching  the  Old 
Dominion  as  the  other  conceits  of  my  vain  philosophy,  and  to  bio 
me,  with  Bnch  speed  as  my  convenience  might  servo  withal,  to 
Swallow  Barn,  where  he  made  bold  to  pledge  me  an  entertain- 
ment worthy  of  my  labor. 

It  was  n  bravo  offer,  and  discreetly  to  be  perpended.  I  bal- 
anced the  matter,  in  my  usual  see-saw  fashion,  for  several  days. 
It  does  mostly  fall  out,  my  dear  Zack  (to  speak  philosophically), 
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tliat  this  machine  of  man  is  palled  in  such  contrary  ways,  by  in- 
clinations and  appetites  setting  diversely,  that  it  shall  go  well 
with  him  if  he  be  not  altogether  balanced  into  a  pernicious  equili- 
brium of  absolute  rest.  1  had  a  great  account  to  run  up  against 
my  resolution.  Longsides  has  so  many  conveniences ;  and  the 
servants  have  fallen  so  well  into  my  habitudes ;  and  my  arm-chair 
had  such  an  essential  adaptation  to  my  felicity ;  and  even  my  ra- 
sors  were  on  such  a  stationary  foundation— one  for  every  day  of 
the  week — as  to  render  it  impossible  to  embark  them  on  a  journey ; 
to  say  nothing  of  the  letters  to  write,  and  the  books  to  read,  and 
all  the  other  little  cares  that  make  Up  the  sum  of  immobility  in  a 
man  who  does  not  care  much  about  seeing  the  world  ;  so  that,  in 
faith,  I  had  a  serious  matter  of  it.  And  then,  after  all,  I  was,  in 
fact,  plighted  to  my  sister  Louisa  to  go  with  her  up  the  river,  you 
know  where.  This,  between  you  and  me,  was  the  very  thing  that 
brought  down  the  beam.  That  futile,  nonsensical  flirtation  I  But 
for  this  fantastic  conceit  crossing  my  mind  with  the  bitterness  of 
its  folly,  I  should  indubitably  have  staid  at  home. 

There  are  some  junctures  in  love  and  war  both,  where  your 
lying  is  your  only  game ;  for  as  to  equivocating,  or  putting  the 
question  upon  an  i^  or  a  hut,  it  is  a  downright  confession.  If  I 
had  refused  Ned's  summons,  not  a  whole  legion  of  devils  could 
have  driven  it  out  of  his  riveted  belief,  that  I  had  been  kept  at 
home  by  that  maggot  of  the  brain  which  he  called  a  love  a£fair. 
And  then  I  should  never  have  heard  the  end  of  it ! 

^  ril  set  that  matter  right,  at  least,"  quoth  I,  as  I  folded  up 
his  letter.  ^  Ned  has  reason,  too,"  said  I,  suddenly  struck  with 
the  novelty  of  the  proposed  journey,  which  began  to  show  in  a 
pleasant  light  upon  my  imagination,  as  things  are  apt  to  do,  when 
a  man  has  once  relieved  his  mind  from  a  state  of  doubt : — [^  One 
ou^t  to  travel  before  he  makes  up  his  opinion:  there  are  two 
■ides  to  every  question,  and  the  world  is  right  or  wrong ;  Pm 
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don't  know  wliioh.  Yonr  truTeller  is  a  man  of  priTilegcs 
ithoritativc,  and  looks  well  in  the  multitude :  a  man  of  mark, 
and  aatheotic  as  a  witness.  And  as  for  the  Old  Dommion,  I'll 
warrant  me  it's  a  right  jollj  old  place,  with  a  good  manj  yeara 
on  il9  head  yet,  or  I  am  mistaken. — Bj  cook  and  pje,  I'll  go  and 
see  it  — What  ho  !   raj  tablets," 

Behold  me  now  in  the  full  career  of  my  voyage  of  discovery, 
exploring  tlie  James  Kiver  in  the  steamboat,  on  a  clear.,  hot  fif- 
teenth of  June,  and  looking  with  a  Mgaoions  perspicacity  upon 
the  commonest  sights  of  this  terra  incognitfi,  I  gazed  upon  the 
receding  headlands  far  sternward,  and  then  upon  the  sedgy  banks 
where  the  cattle  were  standing  Icg-dcep  in  the  water  to  get  rid  of 

flics :  and  ever  and  anon,  as  we  followed  the  sinuosities  of  the 

ir,  some  sweeping  eminence  camo  into  view,  and  on  the  qrown 
tbereof  was  seen  apkiu,  many-windowed  edifice  of  briek,with  low 
wings,  old,  ample  and  stately,  looking  over  its  wide  and  sun-burnt 
domain  in  solitary  silence :  and  there  were  the  piny  promonto- 
ries, into  whose  t^hade  wc  sometimes  glided  so  close  that  one  might 
have  almost  jiiniped  on  shore,  where  the  wave  struck  the  beach 
with  a  sullen  plash  :  and  there  were  the  decayed  fences  jutting 
beyond  the  bank  into  the  water,  as  if  they  had  come  down  the  hill 
'teo  fast  to  stop  themselves.     All  those  things  strnak  my  &ney  as 

iliar  to  the  region 

It  is  wonderful  to  think  Low  uaoU  more  distinct  are  the  im- 
preasions  of  a  man  who  travels  pea  in  hand,  than  those  of  a  mere 
bnaincss  voyager  Even  the  crows,  as  we  sometimes  scared  them 
from  their  banquets  with  our  noisy  enginery,  seemed  to  have  a 
'more  voluble,  and,  I  may  say,  cloqnent  caw  here  in  Virginia,  tlmn 

the  dialectic  climates  of  the  North.     You  would  have  laughed 

see  into  what  a  state  of  lady-like  rapture  I  had  worked  myself 
in  my  engemess  to  get  a  peeji  at  Jamestown,  with  nil  my  eScr- 
vesoenoe  of  romance  kindled  ap  by  the  renown  of  the  unmatchable 


Mth  TiiG  flUward  of  the  buat  poinied  il  out  when  we  bad 
D^»rl;  passed  il — 3,ud  lo '  tliere  it  na» — tbe  buttress  of  an  old 
ateeple,  a  bsrrcD  fallow,  some  meluiioiioly  heifers,  a  blasted  pine, 
and.  on  ite  top,  a  desolate  hawk's  oest  What  a  splendid  field  for 
ihe  &Dcy!  What  a  carte  bUiiclic  for  a  pkinter  !  With  bow 
nwDy  things  might  this  little  spot  be  61led  < 


What  time  brigiit  PlnrfiuH — yoii  set  that  Jamestown  has 
made  tne  poetical — had  thrown  the  reins  upon  his  horse's  neck, 
and  got  down  from  his  ohsfod  saddle  in  the  western  conotry,  like 
a  tired  muil-carrier,  oar  boat  was  safely  moored  at  Rocket's,  and 
I  entered  Ridiniund  between  hawk  and  bu«»ard — the  very  beat 
Itour,  I  maiuLain.  out  of  the  twenty -four,  for  a  picturesque  tourist. 
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A.t  that  hour  nature  draws  her  pioturea  en  ailhatietle :  every  thing 
jet  black  against  a  brigbt  homon  ;  nothing  to  be  aeen  but  profiles, 
with  all  the  Bhabby  fillings-up  kept  dark.  Shiiekoe  Hill  was 
fitb  what  seemed  palaces  embowered  in  grnves  and  gar* 
H  of  riclicBt  sUade;  the  chimneys  nnniberlosa.  like  minarets ; 
•■  Utd  the  Parthenon  of  Virginia,  on  its  appropriate  summit,  stood 
ropolis.  tracing  its  broad  pediment  upon  the  sky  in 
exaggerated  lines.  There,  too,  was  the  rush  of  waters  Luiubling 
around  enchanted  islands,  and  flashing  dimly  oq  the  sight.  The 
hum  of  a  city  fell  upon  my  ear  ;  the  atreetg  looked  long  and  the 
boases  bigb,  and  every  tiling  brought  upon  my  mind  that  misty 
iinpreBsion  which,  Bnrke  says,  is  an   ingredient  of  the  sublime. 

I -—and  wLieh.  I  say,  every  stranger  feeSa  on  entering  a  city  at 
tmlight 
I  was  set  down  at  '■  The  Union,"  where,  for  the  first  hour, 
imng  intent  upon  my  creature  comforts,  my  time  passed  well 
^Ougb.  The  abrupt  transition  from  long*continned  motion  to  a 
State  of  rest  makes  almost  every  man  sad.  exactly  as  sudden  speed 
iDftkes  us  joyous  ;  and  for  this  reason,  I  take  it,  your  traveller  in 
fc>traTige  place  is,  for  a  space  after  his  halt,  a  sullen,  if  not  a 
Melancholy  animal.  The  proofs  of  this  were  all  around  me;  for 
JHre  was  I — not  an  unpractised  traveller  either — at  my  first  rest- 
ing place  after  four  days  of  accelerated  progression,  for  the  first 
time  in  my  life  in  Richmond,  in  a  large  hotel,  without  one  cog- 
«>>  ^  nisahle  face  before  me  ;  full  of  excellent  feelings  without  a  power 
_  of  utterance.  What  would  I  have  given  for  thee,  or  Jones,  or 
^^■iSren  long  Dick  Hardesty  '  In  that  ludicrous  conflict  between 
^^^■Jtbe  social  nature  of  the  man  and  his  outward  oiroum stances,  which 
^^Bvvery  light-hearted  voyager  feels  in  such  a  situation  as  mine,  I 
^^Higrew  desponding  Talk  not  to  me  of  the  comfort  of  mine  own 
^^^'inn!  I  hold  it  a  thing  altogether  insufficient.  A  burlesque 
s  ecaled  up  the  fountains  of  spetch,  of  the  crowd  who 
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were  seated  at  the  snpper-table ;  and  the  same  uneasy  sensation 
of  pent-np  sympathies  was  to  be  seen  in  the  groups  that  peopled 
the  purlieus  of  the  hotel.  A  square  lamp  that  hung  midway  over 
the  hall,  was  just  lit  up,  and  a  few  insulated  beings  were  sauntering 
backward  and  forward  in  its  light :  some  loitered  in  pairs,  in  low 
and  reserved  conversation ;  others  stalked  alone  in  incommuni- 
cable ruminations,  with  shaded  brows,  and  their  hands  behind 
their  backs.  One  or  two  stood  at  the  door  humming  familiar 
catches  in  unconscious  medleys,  as  they  gased  up  and  down  the 
street,  now  clamorous  with  the  din  oi  carts  and  the  gossip  of 
serving-maids,  discordant  apprentice  boys  and  over-contented 
blacks.  Some  sat  on  the  pavement,  leaning  their  chairs  against 
the  wall,  and  puffing  segars  in  imperturbable  silence :  all  compos- 
ing an  orderly  and  disconsolate  little  republic  of  humorsome 
spirits,  most  pitifully  out  of  tune. 

I  was  glad  to  take  refuge  in  an  idle  occupation ;  so  I  strolled 
about  the  city.  The  streets,  by  degrees,  grew  less  frequented. 
Family  parties  were  gathered  about  their  doors,  to  take  the  evening 
iMreeze.  The  moon  shone  bright  upon  some  bevies  of  active  chil- 
dren, who  played  at  racing  games  upon  the  pavements.  On  one 
side  of  the  street,  a  contumacious  clarionet  screamed  a  harsh 
bravado  to  a  thorough-going  violin,  which,  on  the  opposite  side,  in 
an  illuminated  barber-shop,  struggled  in  the  contortions  of  a 
Virginia  reel.  And,  at  intervals,  strutted  past  a  careering,  saucy 
negro,  with  marvellous  lips,  whistling  to  the  top  of  his  bent,  and 
throwing  into  shade  halloo  of  schoolboy,  scream  of  clarionet,  and 
screech  of  fiddle. 

Towards  midnight  a  thunder  gust  arose,  accompanied  with 
sharp  lightning,  and  the  morning  broke  upon  me  in  all  the  luxu- 
riance of  a  cool  and  del'cious  atmosphere.  You  must  know  that 
when  I  left  home,  my  purpose  w»w»  to  make  my  way  direct  to 
Swallow  Bam.     Now,  what  think  you  of  my  akilkits  a  traveller. 
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1  I  te)l  joo,  thai  nntil  I  woke  in  RicbmoDd  on  this  eDohan^ 
ing  uoraing.  it  never  once  occurred  to  lue  to  inquire  where  thiji 
same  SicEdlow  Barn  was  t  I   knew  tliat  it  was  in   Virginia,  and 
Bomewbere  about  the  James   River,  and  therefore  I   instinctively 
w&udcred  to  Richmond ;  but  now.  while  making  my  toilet,  my 
tlioughts  being  naturally  bent  upon  my  next  movement,  it  very 
reasonably  occorred  to  me  that  I  roust  have  passed  my  proper 
deatination  the  day  before,  and,  full  of  this  thought.  I  found  my- 
self humming  the  line  from  an  old  song,  which  runs.  '•  Pray  what 
tbc  deril  brings  you  here!"     The  communicative  and  obliging 
b•^keeper  of  the  Union  soon  put  me  right.     He  knew  Ned  Hai- 
ard  BB  a  frequent  visitor  of  Richmond,  and  his  advice  was.  that  I 
_  .riiould  tske  the  same  boat  in  which  I  citme.  and  shape  my  course 
F'taek  aa  far  as  City  Point,  where  he  assured  me  that  I  might  find 
C  fome  conveyance  to  Swallow  Barn,  wliicli  lay  still  farther  down 
Pthe  river,  and  that,  at  all  events, ''  go  where  I  would,  I  could  not 
r^  wrong  in  Virginia."    What  think  jou  of  that  ?  Now  I  hold  thai 
Ijtb  he,  npon  personal  experience,  as  true  a  word  as  ever  was  set 
^4oWD  in  a  traveller's  breviary     There  is  not  a  by-path  in  Vii^inia 
UliKt  will  take  a  gentleman,  who  has  time  on  his  bauds,  in  a  wrong 
EnBreclion.     This  I  say  in  honest  compliment  to  a  state  which  is 
C^U  to  the  briui  of  right  good  fellows. 

E  The  boat  was  not  tii  return  for  two  days,  and  I  therefore 
u^ployed  the  interval  in  looking  about  the  city.  Don't  befright- 
UBUed  I — for  I  neither  visited  hospitals,  nor  schools,  nor  libraries, 
■|^d  therefore  will  not  play  the  tourist  with  you:  but  if  you  wish 
L  to  see  a  beautiful  little  city,  built  up  of  rich  and  tasteful  villas,  and 
Unabellished  with  all  the  varieties  of  town  and  country,  scattered 
Kjiritii  a  refined  and  exquisite  skill — come  and  look  at  Shockne  Hill 
Ul  the  month  of  June  —You  may  bi'lievo.  then.  I  did  not  regret 
Cpj  aberration 
I  At  the  ajlpolntcd  dny  I  re-embarked,  and  in  due  time  wup  pul 


down  at  City  Point.  Hero  some  further  delay  awaited  me 
This  is  not  the  land  of  hackney  coaelies.  and  I  fouud  tnyeetf 
Eomcifhat  cnibarnissed  in  procuring  an  onward  couTeyanne.  At 
aatnall  iinose  to  which  I  was  conducted,  I  made  my  wisLoBknown, 
and  thf  pruprietor  kindly  voluuteercd  his  servioea  to  set  me  for- 
iraril.  It  was  a  matter  of  some  consideration.  The  da;  was 
well  ndv»neud,  and  it  was  as  muth  as  could  be  done  to  reach  Swal- 
low Barn  that  night.  An  eqnipage,  however,  waa  at  last  procured 
for  me,  and  off  I  went.  You  would  have  laughed ''sans  intermis- 
sion" a  good  hour  if  you  had  seen  me  tipon  the  road.  I  waa  set  up 
n  an  old  sitlky,  of  a  dingy  hue,  without  springa,  with  its  body  suDk 
between  a  pair  of  unusually  high  wliccb.  It  was  drawn  by  an 
■stluustic,  superannuated  racer  with  "  huge  Roman  nose  andamost 
sorrowful  countenance.  Hia  fudee  wore  piteonsly  scalded  wili 
the  traces,  and  hia  harness,  partly  of  rope  and  partly  of  leather 
ihoogs,  corresponded  will  the  soliriety  of  his  churaoter.  Ho  had 
Sue  long  legs,  however,  and  got  over  the  ground  with  surprising 
alacrity.  At  a  most  rcepectfuL  distance  behind  me  trott«d  the 
most  vencrsMc  of  oatridera — an  old  free  negro,  furmcrly  a  retain- 
er in  Br<mc  of  the  foudal  establishments  of  the  low  countries  Hia 
name  was  Seipio,  His  face,  which  was  principally  composed  of  a 
pair  of  protuhcraiit  lips,  whose  lusuriance  seemed  intended  aa 
an  indemnity  for  a  pair  of  crushed  nostrils,  was  well  net  off 
with  a  head  of  silver  wool  that  bespoke  a.  volume  of  gravity. 
He  had,  from  some  aristoerutio  oonccit  of  elegance,  indued  him- 
self for  my  service  in  a  ragged  regimental  coat,  still  jagged  wilb 
some  points  of  tarnished  scarlet,  and  a  pair  of  coarse  linen  trow- 
sers,  barely  reaching  the  ankles,  beneath  which  two  bony  feet 
occupied  shoes,  each  of  the  superficies  and  figure  of  a  hoc.  and  on 
one  of  these  was  wliimsicallj  buckled  a  rusty  spur.  His  horse 
was  a  short,  thick-act  pooy,  with  an  amazingly  rough 
which  kept  Scipio'a  legs  iD  a  state  of  constant  warfari 


nnimnt'a  sides,  whilst  the  old  fellow  bonnccd  up  sud  down  b 
saddle  with  tbe  aiubitious  osteutatioD  of  a  groom  in  the  vigor  of 
mauhood.  and  proud  of  his  horaemanBhip. 

Scipio  frequently  succeeded,  by  dint  of  hard  apurring.  to  get 
close  enough  to  me  to  open  a  conversation,  which  he  conducted 
with  eucb  a  deferential  courtesy  and  formal  politeucsB,  as  greatly 
to  enhance  my  opinion  of  his  breeding.  Hia  face  was  lighted  up 
with  a  lambent  smile,  and  he  touched  hia  hat  with  an  antique 
grace  at  every  accost ;  the  tone  of  his  voice  was  mild  and  subdued, 
and  in  short.  Scipio  had  all  the  unction  of  an  old  gentleman.  Ha 
had  a  great  deal  to  say  of  (he  "  palmy  days"  of  Virginia,  and  the 
gcDeratioDS  which  in  hi.t  time  had  been  broken  up,  or,  what  in  his 
I  conception  waa  oqiiivalent,  Lad  gone  "over  the  mountain." 
',  Ho  expatiated  with  a  wonderful  ipliah  upon  the  splendora  of  tho 
I  old-fashioned  style  in  that  part  of  tlic  country  ;  and  told  me  very 
I  pathetically,  how  the  eatatea  were  cut  np,  and  what  old  people  had 
died  off,  and  how  much  he  felt  himself  alone-  in  the  present  times, 
— which  particulars  he  interlarded  with  sundry  !«ge  reniarkfl, im- 
porting an  affectionate  attachment  to  the  old  school,  of  which 
he  considered  himself  no  unworthy  survivor.  He  concluded 
these  dis<{iiisitiona  with  a  reflection  that  amused  me  by  its  pro- 
fandity — and  which  doubtless  he  had  picked  up  from  some  popular 
orator :  "  When  they  change  the  eircumatance,  they  alter  the 
case."  My  ezprcasion  of  assent  to  this  aphorism  awoke  all  his  van- 
ity,— for  aftor  pondering  a  moment  upon  it,  he  shook  hia  head 
archly  as  he  added, — "  People  think  old  Scipio  a  fool,  because 
he's  got  sense," — and,  thereupon,  the  old  fellow  laughed  till  the 
tears  came  into  his  eyes. 

In  tiiia  kind  of  oolloqny  we  made  some  twenty  miles  before  the 
shades  of  evening  overtook  us.  and  Scipio  now  informed  me  that 
we  might  soon  e»poct  to  reach  Swallow  Barn.  The  road  waa 
Bmooth  and  canopied  with  dark  foliage,  and,  as  the  loat  bln^^^ 
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twilight  faded  away,  we  swept  rapidly  round  the  head  of  a  swamp 
where  a  thousand  frogs  were  celebrating  their  vespers,  and  soon 
after  reached  the  gate  of  the  court^yard.  Lights  were  glimmering 
through  different  apertures,  and  several  stacks  of  chimneys  were 
visible  above  the  horizon ;  the  whole  mass  being  magnified  into 
the  dimensions  of  a  great  castle.  Some  half-dozen  dogs  bounding 
to  the  gate,  brought  a  host  of  servants  to  receive  me,  as  I  alighted 
at  the  door. 

Cousins  count  in  Virginia,  and  have  great  privileges.  Here 
was  I  in  the  midst  of  a  host  of  them.  Frank  Meriwether  met  me  as 
cordially  as  if  we  had  spent  our  whole  lives  together,  and  my  cousin 
Lucretia,  his  wife,  came  up  and  kissed  me  in  the  genuine  coun- 
try fEishion.  Of  course,  I  repeated  the  ceremony  towards  all  the 
female  branches  that  fell  in  my  way.  and,  by  the  by,  the  girls  are 
pretty  enough  to  make  the  ceremony  interesting,  although  I 
think  they  consider  me  somewhat  oldish.  As  to  Ned  Hazard, 
I  need  not  tell  you  he  is  the  quintessence  of  good  humor,  and 
received  me  with  that  famous  hearty  honesty  of  his,  which  you 
would  have  predicted. 

At  the  moment  of  my  arrival,  a  part  of  the  family  were  strewed 
over  the  steps  of  a  little  porch  at  the  front  door,  basking  in  the 
moonlight ;  and  before  them  a  troop  of  children,  white  and  black, 
trundled  hoops  across  the  court-yard,  followed  by  a  pack  of  com- 
panionable curs,  who  seemed  to  have  a  part  of  the  game ;  whilst  a 
piano  within  the  house  served  as  an  orchestra  to  the  players.  My 
arrival  produced  a  sensation  that  stopped  all  this,  and  I  was  hur- 
ried by  a  kind  of  tumultuary  welcome  into  the  parlor. 

If  you  have  the  patience  to  read  this  long  epistle  to  the  end, 
I  would  like  to  give  you  a  picture  of  the  family  as  it  appeared  to 
me  that  night ;  but  if  you  are  already  fatigued  with  my  gossip,  as 
I  have  good  reason  to  fear,  why  you  may  e'en  skip  this,  and  go 
abont  your  more  important  duties.    But  it  is  not  oftl^yon  may 
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it  such  scenes,  and  as  they  produce  some  kindly  impressions, 

t  it  north  nhile  tu  note  this. 

e  parlor  was  one  of  those  specimens  of  arohiteotnre  of  which 

ire  nut  many  survivors,  and  lu  another  half  century,  they 
will,  perhaps,  be  extinct.  The  walls  were  of  puQclled  wood,  of  a 
greenish  white,  with  small  windows  seated  in  deep  embrasures,  and 
the  mantel  was  high,  embellished  with  heavy  mouldings  that  es- 
tendoJ  up  to  the  cornice  of  the  room,  iu  a  figure  roseoibliug  a 
square  fortified  according  to  Vauban.  In  one  corner  stood  a  tall 
triangular  cupboard,  and  opposite  to  it  a  clock.  £t]u ally  tall,  with  a. 
healthy,  oaucy-faceU  full  moon  peering  above  the  dinl-plate.  .  A 
broad  sofa  ranged  along  the  welU,  and  was  kept  in  eountenauce  by 

nofleatber-bottomcdohairs,nhich'Sprawled  their  bandy  legs 
ka  perilous  compass,  like  a  high  Dutch  skater  squariug  the  yard. 
K.  fcuge  table  occupied  the  middle  of  the  room,  nhercou  reposed  a 
serrioe  of  stately  china,  and  a  doien  covers  flanking  some  lodg- 
ments of  sweetmeats,  and  divers  curiously  wrought  pyramids  of 
butter  tottering  on  pedeatnls  of  ice.  In  the  midst  of  this  array, 
like  a  lordly  foTlresa,  was  plncud  an  immense  bowl  of  milk,  sar- 
rounded  by  sundry  silver  goblets,  reflecting  their  images  on  the 
polished  board,  ta  so  many  El  Dorados  in  a  fairy  Archipelago. 
Au  unearpeted  floor  glistened  with  a  dim,  but  spotless  lustre,  iu 
token  of  careful  housekeeping,  and  around  the  walls  were  hung, 
in  grotesque  frames,  some  time-worn  portraits,  protruding  their 
pale  faces  through  thickets  of  priggish  curls. 

The  sounding  of  a.  boll  was  the  signal  for  our  eveuiug  repast. 
My  cousin  Luerelia  had  alread^f  taken  the  seat  of  worship  behind 
a  steaming  urn  and  a  strutting  coffee-pot  of  chased  silver.  th;il 
had  the  air  of  a  coek  about  tu  crow, — it  was  so  erect.  A  little 
rosy  gentleman,  the  reverend  Mr  Chub,  (a  tutor  in  the  family,) 
said  a.  hasty  and  half-smothered  grace,  and  then  we  all  nri-aoged 
miTselve^t  the  table.     An  aged  dame  in  speotacles,  with  fla 
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msniierlj  silence  of  a  dependent,  placed  herself  in  a  post  at  the 
board,  that  enabled  her  to  hold  in  check  some  little  moppets  who 
were  perched  on  high  chairs,  with  bibs  nnder  their  chins,  and  two 
barefooted  bojs  who  had  just  burst  into  the  room  overheated 
with  play.  A  vacant  seat  remained,  which,  after  a  few  moments, 
was  occupied  by  a  tall  spinster,  with  a  sentimental  mien,  who 
glided  into  the  parlor  with  some  stir.  She  was  another  cousin, 
Zachary,  according  to  the  Virginia  rule  of  consanguinity,  who 
was  introduced  to  me  as  Miss  Prudence  Meriwether,  a  sister  of 
Frank's, — and  as  for  her  age, — that's  neither  here  nor  there. 

The  evening  went  o£f,  as  you  might  guess,  with  abundance  of 
good  feeling  and  unaffected  enjoyment.  The  ladies  soon  fell  into 
their  domestic  occupations,  and  the  parson  smoked  his  pipe  in 
silence  at  the  window.  The  young  progeny  teased  '^  uncle  Ned" 
with  importunate  questions,  or  played  at  bo-peep  at  the  parlor 
door,  casting  sly  looks  at  me,  from  whence  they  slipt  off,  with  a 
laugh,  whenever  they  caught  my  eye.  At  last,  growing  tired,  they 
rushed  with  one  accord  upon  Hazard,  flinging  themselves  across 
his  knees,  pulling  his  skirts,  or  clambering  over  the  back  of  his 
chair,  until,  worn  out  by  sport,  they  dropped  successively  upon  the 
floor,  in  such  childish  slumber,  that  not  even  their  nurses  woke 
them  when  they  were  picked  up,  like  sacks,  and  carried  off  to  bed 
upon  the  shoulders. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  rest  of  us  followed,  and  I  found 
myself  luxuriating  in  a  comfortable  bed  which  would  have  accom- 
modated a  platoon.  Here,  Ibtening  to  the  tree-frog  and  the  owl, 
I  dropped  into  a  profound  slumber,  and  knew  nothing  more  of 
this  under  world,  until  the  sun  shining  through  my  window,  and 
the  voluble  note  of  the  mocking-bird,  recalled  me  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  nature  and  the  morniug  breeze. 

So,  you  have  all  my  adventures  up  to  the  moment  of  my  arri- 

▼aL    And  as  I  have  set  out  with  a  premeditated  purpose  to  regia- 
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r  what  I  see  and  hear — an  ioky  and  therefore  b  black  intent, 
IfcJ  you — ^you  shall  bear  from  me  again  presently ;  but  whether 
e  desoriptivc  picturca  of  this  old  dominion,  or  in  dramatic 
sketches,  or  ia  a  journal,  or  in  some  rambling  letters,  I  cannot 
yet  foretell.  I  eIirH  wait  apon  my  occasiona.  Perhaps  I  shall 
give  you  something  compounded  of  all  these.  And  if  a  book  be 
the  upshot — who's  afraid?  Tou  may  read  or  let  it  alone,  as  you 
please,     "  That's  the  humor  of  it  " — as  Nym  says. 

It  may  be  some  time  before  we  meet ;  till  then,  I  wear  you  in 
my  heart 


RiodUau)  Earn,  Jun&  20,  18: 
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Swallow  Barn  is  an  aristocratical  old  edifice  which  sits,  like  a 
brooding  hen,  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  James  River.  It 
looks  down  upon  a  shady  pocket  or  nook,  formed  by  an  indenta- 
tion of  the  shore,  from  a  gentle  acclivity  thinly  sprinkled  with 
oaks  whose  magnificent  branches  afford  habitation  to  sundry 
friendly  colonies  of  squirrels  and  woodpeckers. 

This  time-honored  mansion  was  the  residence  of  the  family  of 
Hazards.  But  in  the  present  generation,  the  spells  of  love  and 
mortgage  have  translated  the  possession  to  Frank  Meriwether, 
who  having  married  Lucretia,  the  eldest  daughter  of  my  late 
Uncle  Walter  Hazard,  and  lifted  some  gentlemanlike  incumbran- 
ces which  had  been  sleeping  for  years  upon  the  domain,  was  thus 
inducted  into  the  proprietary  rights.  The  adjacency  of  his  own 
estate  gave  a  territorial  feature  to  this  alliance,  of  which  the  fruits 
were  no  less  discernible  in  the  multiplication  of  negroes,  cattle, 
and  poultry,  than  in  a  flourishing  clan  of  Meri wethers. 

The  main  building  is  more  than  a  century  old.  It  is  built 
with  thick  brick  walls,  but  one  story  in  height,  and  surmounted 
by  a  double-faced  or  hipped  roof,  which  gives  the  idea  of  a  ship 
bottom  upwards.  Later  buildings  have  been  added  to  this,  as 
the  wants  or  ambition  of  the  family  have  expanded.    These  are 
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all  coustructed  of  wood,  aad  seem  to  Lave  been  baik  in  defiance  of 
all  laws  of  congruity.  just  as  uonvenienoe  reijuireU,  But  they  form 
altogether  an  agreeable  picture  of  btibitatioD,  suggceting  the  idea 
of  comfort  in  the  ample  space  tbe;  fill,  aad  in  their  conspicuous 
Bdaptution  to  domestic  uses. 

1  The  ball  door  is  an  ancient  piece  of  walnut,  vhich  has  grown 
loo  heary  for  its  binges,  and  bj  its  daily  travel  has  furrowed  the 
floor  in  a  quadrant,  over  whicL  it  has  an  uneasy  journey.  It  ia 
shaded  by  a  narrow  porch,  with  a  carved  pedimeut  upheld  by  mas- 
sive columns  of  wood,  somewhat  split  by  th^  sun.  An  ample 
court-yard,  inclosed  by  a  senii -circular  paling,  extends  in  front  of 
the  whole  pile,  sud  is  traversed  by  a  gravel  road  loadiug  from  a 
rather  ostentations  iron  gate,  which  is  swung  between  two  pillars 
of  brick  surmounted  by  globes  of  cut  stone.  Between  the  gate 
and  the  house  a  large  willow  spreads  its  arched  and  pendent  dra- 
pery over  the  grass.  A  bridle  rack  stands  within  the  inclosnre, 
and  near  it  a  ragged  horse-nibbled  plum-tree — the  current  belief 
being  that  a  plum-tree  thrives  on  ill  usage — casts  its  skeleton 
tdow  on  the  dust. 

Some  Lombardy  poplars,  springing  above  a  mass  of  shrubbery, 
jfUtioUy  screen  various  supernumerary  buildings  at  a  short  dis- 
tance in  the  rear  of  the  mansion.  Amongst  these  is  to  be  seen 
the  gable  end  of  a  stable,  with  the  date  of  its  erection  stiffly  era- 
bUzoDcd  in  black  bricks  near  the  upper  angle,  in  figures  set  in 
the  fashion  of  the  work  on  a  girl's  sampler.  In  the  same 
ter  a  pigeon-box,  reared  an  a  post  and  resembling  a  Luge 
tee-totum,  is  visible,  and  about  its  several  doors  and  windows  a 
family  of  pragmatical  pigeons  arc  generally  strutting,  bridling. 
and  bragging  at  each  other  from  sunrise  until  dark. 

Appendant  to  this  homestead  is  an  extensive  tract  of  land 
rbich  stretches  some  three  or  four  miles  along  the  river,  present- 
alternately  abrupt  promontorieB  mantled  with  pine  and  dwarf 
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(ttk.  and  small  inlets  terminating  in  swamps.  Some  sparse  por- 
tions of  forest  vary  the  landscape,  which,  for  the  most  part,  ex- 
iubits  a  succession  of  fields  clothed  with  Indian  corn,  some  small 
patches  of  cotton  or  tobacco  plants,  with  the  usual  varieties  of 
stubble  and  fallow  grounds.  These  are  inclosed  by  worm  fences 
of  shrunken  chestnut,  where  lizards  and  ground-squirrels  are  per- 
petually running  races  along  the  rails. 

A  few  hundred  steps  from  the  mansion,  a  brook  glides  at  a 
snaiPs  pace  towards  the  river,  holding  its  course  through  a  wilder- 
ness of  laurel  and  alder,  and  creeping  around  islets  covered  with 
green  mosses.  Across  this  stream  is  thrown  a  rough  bridge, 
which  it  would  delight  a  painter  to  see ;  and  not  far  below  it  an 
tged  sycamore  twists  its  roots  into  a  grotesque  framework  to  th^ 
pure  mirror  of  a  spring,  which  wells  up  its  cool  waters  from  a  bed 
of  gravel  and  runs  gurgling  to  the  brook.  There  it  aids  in  fur- 
nishing a  cruising  ground  to  a  squaoron  of  ducks  who,  in  defiance 
of  all  nautical  propriety,  are  incessantly  turning  up  their  sterns 
to  the  skies.  On  the  grass  which  skirts  the  margin  of  the  spring, 
I  observe  the  family  linen  is  usually  spread  out  by  some  three 
or  four  negro  women,  who  chant  shrill  music  over  their  wash-tubs, 
and  seem  to  live  in  ceaseless  warfare  with  sundry  little  besmirched 
and  bow-legged  blacks,  who  are  never  tired  of  making  somersets, 
and  mischievously  pushing  each  other  on  the  clothes  laid  down 
to  dry. 

Beyond  the  bridge,  at  some  distance,  stands  a  prominent  ob- 
ject in  the  perspective  of  this  picture, — the  most  venerable  appen- 
dage to  the  establishment — a  huge  bam  with  an  immense  roof 
hanging  almost  to  the  ground,  and  thatched  a  foot  thick  with  sun- 
burnt straw,  which  reaches  below  the  eaves  in  ragged  flakes.  It 
has  a  singularly  drowsy  and  decrepit  aspect.  The  yard  around 
it  is  strewed  knee-deep  with  litter,  firom  the  midst  of  which  arises 
a  long  raok  resembling  a  chevanx  de  frise,  which  is  ordinarily 
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filled  with  fndder  This  is  the  oaBtomary  lounge  of  iialf  a  score 
of  men  and  as  maay  cows,  who  sustain  an  imperturbable  uom- 
paaionship  with  a  sickly  wagoo,  whose  parched  tongue  aod  droop- 
JDg  swingle- trees.  a«  it  staode  in  the  sun,  give  it  a  most  forlorn 
and  invaiid  character ,  vrliilat  »«me  s'loiublo  carts  under  the  sheds, 
with  their  ehnfts  pei'ched  against  the  wallfi,  BaggeEt  the  idea  of  a 
set  of  gossiping  urotiios  taking  their  ease  in  a  tavern  porch. 
Now  and  then  a  clownish  hobble-de-hoy  colt,  with  long  fetloaks 
and  disordered  luaiie,  and  >  thousand  burs  in  his  tail,  atalkii 
through  this  company.  Bat  as  it  is  forfaidden  griiuiid  to  all  his 
tribe,  he  is  likely  very  soon  to  encounter  a  shower  uf  oorn-cobH 
from  BOnie  of  the  negro  lueu  ;  upon  which  contingency  he  makes 
a  rapid  retreat  across  the  bars  whinh  imperfeutly  guard  the  en- 
trauue  to  the  yard,  and  with  an  uncouth  display  of  his  heeb 
bounds  away  towards  the  brouk,  where  he  stops  nod  looks  back 
with  a  saucy  deliance :  and  after  affecting  to  drink  for  a  uoment, 
gallopb  Bwny  with  ii  braggart  whinny  to  the  fields. 


■  t*^; 


y;-tTM 


ws  >/a».T  vis  ♦• 


CHAPTER  n. 


A    COUNTRY    GENTLEMAN 


The  master  of  this  lordly  domain  is  Frank  Meriwether.  He  is 
now  in  the  meridian  of  life — somewhere  about  forty- five.  Good 
cheer  and  an  easy  temper  tell  well  upon  him.  The  first  has  given 
him  a  comfortable,  portly  figure,  and  the  latter  a  contemplative 
turn  of  mind,  which  inclines  him  to  be  lazy  and  philosophical. 

He  has  some  right  to  pride  himself  on  his  personal  appear- 
ance, for  he  has  a  handsome  face,  with  a  dark  blue  eye  and  a  fine 
intellectual  brow.  His  head  is  growing  scant  of  hair  on  the 
crown,  which  induces  him  to  be  somewhat  particular  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  locks  in  that  locality,  and  these  are  assuming  a 
decided  silvery  hue. 

It  is  pleasant  to  see  him  when  he  is  going  to  ride  to  the  Court 
House  on  buBiness  occasions.  He  is  then  apt  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance in  a  coat  of  blue  broadcloth,  astonishingly  glossy,  and 
with  an  nnttsnal  amount  of  plaited  ruffle  strutting  through  the 
folds  of  a  Marseilles  waistcoat.  A  worshipful  finish  is  given  to 
this  eostome  by  a  large  straw  hat,  lined  with  green  silk  There 
is  a  magisterial  fiilness  in  his  garments  which  betokens  condition 
in  %h6  world,  and  a  heavy  bunch  of  seals,  suspended  by  a  chain 
of  gold,  jingles  as  he  moves,  pronouncing  him  a  man  of  superflui- 
ties. 
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It  is  considered  rather  extraordinary  that  he  has  never  aet  np 
for  Congress :  but  the  truth  is,  he  is  an  unambitious  man,  and 
has  a  great  dislike  to  currying  favor — as  he  calls  it.  And,  be- 
sides, he  is  thoroughly  convinced  that  there  will  always  be  men 
enough  in  Virginia  willing  to  serve  the  people,  and  therefore 
docs  not  see  why  he  should  trouble  his  head  about  it  Some 
years  ago,  however,  there  was  really  an  impression  that  he  meant 
to  come  out.  By  some  sudden  whim,  he  took  it  into  his  head  to 
visit  Washington  during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  returned, 
after  a  fortnight,  very  seriously  distempered  with  politics.  He 
told  curious  anecdotes  of  certain  secret  intrigues  which  had  been 
discovered  in  the  affairs  of  the  capital,  gave  a  clear  insight  into 
the  views  of  some  deep-laid  combinations,  and  became,  all  at 
once,  painfully  florid  in  his  discourse,  and  dogmatical  to  a  degree 
that  made  his  wife  stare.  Fortunately,  this  orgasm  soon  sub- 
sided, and  Frank  relapsed  into  an  indolent  gentleman  of  the  op- 
position ;  but  it  had  the  effect  to  give  a  much  more  decided  cast 
to  his  studies,  for  he  forthwith  discarded  the  "  Eichmond  Whig  " 
from  his  newspaper  subscription,  and  took  to  "  The  Enquirer," 
like  a  man  who  was  not  to  be  disturbed  by  doubts.  And  as  it 
was  morally  impossible  to  believe  all  that  was  written  on  both 
sides,  to  prevent  his  mind  from  being  abused,  he  from  this  time 
forward  took  a  stand  against  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
Presidency,  and  resolved  to  give  an  implicit  faith  to  all  alleged 
facts  which  set  against  his  administration.  The  consequence  of 
this  straight-forward  and  confiding  deportment  was  an  unexpected 
complimentary  notice  of  him  by  the  Executive  of  the  State.  He 
was  put  into  the  commission  of  the  peace,  and  having  thus  be- 
come a  public  man  against  his  will,  his  opinions  were  observed  to 
undergo  some  essential  changes.  Ho  now  thinks  that  a  good 
citizen  ought  neither  to  solicit  nor  decline  office ;  that  the  magis- 
tracy of  Virginia  is  the  sturdiest  pillar  which  supports  the  fabric 
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of  the  Oonstitntion  ;  and  that  the  people,  '^  though  in  their  opin- 
ions they  may  be  mistaken,  in  their  sentiments  they  are  never 
wrong ;" — with  some  such  other  dogmas  as,  a  few  years  ago,  he 
did  not  hold  in  very  good  repute.  In  this  temper,  he  has  of  late 
embarked  on  the  millpond  of  county  affairs,  and  nothwitl^^cand- 
ing  his  amiable  character  and  his  doctrinary  republ'^Qism,  I  am 
told  he  keeps  the  peace  as  if  he  commanded  *  garrison,  and  ad- 
ministers justice  like  a  Cadi. 

He  has  some  claim  to  suprem^</  ^^  ^^^^  l*st  department ;  for 
daring  three  years  he  smok**^  segars  in  a  lawyer's  office  in  Rich- 
mond, which  enabled  wai  to  obtain  a  bird's-eye  view  of  Black- 
stone  and  the  Re'"^*^  Code.  Besides  this,  he  was  a  member  of 
a  Law  Debj»^^8  Society,  which  ate  oysters  once  a  week  in  a  cel- 
lar *  ai^'  ^®  wore,  in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  the  most  prom- 
]«»ug  law  students  of  that  day,  six  cravats,  one  over  the  other,  and 
yellow-topped  boots,  by  which  he  was  recognized  as  a  blood  of  the 
metropolis.  Having  in  this  way  qualified  himself  to  assert  and 
maintain  his  rights,  he  came  to  his  estate,  upon  his  arrival  at  age, 
a  very  model  of  landed  gentlemen.  Since  that  time  his  avoca- 
tions have  had  a  certain  literary  tincture ;  for  having  settled  him- 
self down  as  a  married  man,  and  got  rid  of  his  superfluous  fop- 
pery, he  rambled  with  wonderful  assiduity  through  a  wilderness 
of  romances,  poems,  and  dissertations,  which  are  now  collected  in 
his  library,  and,  with  their  battered  blue  covers,  present  a  lively 
type  of  an  army  of  continentals  at  the  close  of  the  war,  or  a  hos- 
pital of  invalids.  These  have  all,  at  last,  given  way  to  the  news- 
papers— a  miscellaneous  study  very  attractive  and  engrossing  to 
eoontry  gentlemen.  This  line  of  study  has  rendered  Meriwether 
a  most  perilous  antagonist  in  the  matter  of  legislative  proceed- 
ings. 

A  landed  proprietor,  with  a  good  house  and  a  host  of  servants, 
is  naturally  a  hospitable  man.     A  guest  is  one  of  his  daily  wants. 
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A  frieDdly  face  is  a  necesaar;  of  life,  withoftt  whicli  the  heart  is 
apt  to  starve,  or  a,  luxury  without  which  it  grows  parsimonious. 
Men  who  are  isolated  from  society  by  iJistaiice,  feel  these  wauts 
by  an  instinct,  and  are  grateful  for  the  opportuuity  to  relievi; 
them.  In  Meriwetlier,  the  sentiment  goes  beyond  this.  It  liaa. 
besides,  soit—thing  dialectic  in  it.  His  liouso  ia  open  to  every 
body,  as  freely  ou-iat  as  an  inn.  Bat  to  see  him  when  be  has 
had  the  good  fortune  to  ^[^^  ^p  ^q  intelligent,  educated  gentle- 
man,— and  particularly  one  „j,g  listens  well ! — a  respectable, 
aSBOntatious  stranger  1 — All  the  Duf^^  if  lie  has  been  in  the  Le- 
gislature, or  better  still,  if  in  Congres*  gu^h  a  person  caught 
within  the  purlieus  of  Swallow  Barn,  may  t*^  jo„n  one  week's 
eutertninmont  as  certain — inevitable,  and  as  ma.^  ,,,0^3  Qg  he 
likes — the  more  the  merrier.  He  will  know  somctlii^  ^f  (jjg 
quality  of  Mori  wethers  rhetoric  before  ha  is  gone. 

Then  again,  it  is  very  pleasant  to  see  Frank's  kind  and  con- 
siderate betiring  towards  his  servants  and  dependents.  His 
slaves  appreciate  this,  and  hold  him  in  most  affectionate  reverence, 
and,  therefiire,  are  not  only  contented,  but  happy  uudor  hia  do- 


Meriwether  ia  not  much  of  a  traveller.  He  has  never  been 
in  New  England,  and  very  seldom  beyond  the  confines  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  makes  now  and  then  a  winter  esoursion  to  Riehmond, 
which,  I  rather  think,  he  considers  as  the  centre  of  oivilueation  ; 
and  towarls  autumn,  it  is  his  custom  to  journey  over  the  monn- 
tain  to  the  Springs,  which  ho  ia  obliged  to  do  to  avoid  the  un- 
healthy seaBon  in  the  tide-water  region.  But  the  upper  country 
is  not  much  to  his  taste,  and  would  not  be  eudured  by  him  if  it 
were  not  for  tlie  crowds  that  resort  there  for  the  same  reason 
whioh  operates  upon  him  ;  and  I  may  add, — though  he  would  not 
confess  it  — for  the  opportunity  this  concourse  affords  him  for  dis- 

lion  of  cpiuitna. 
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He  thinks  lightly  of  the  meroantile  interest,  and,  in  fact,  on- 
dervalues  the  manners  of  the  large  cities  generally.  He  believes 
that  those  who  live  in  them  are  hollow-hearted  and  insincere,  and 
vanting  in  that  substantial  intelligence  and  virtue,  which  he 
affirms  to  be  characteristic  of  the  country.  Ho  is  an  ardent 
admirer  of  the  genius  of  Virginia,  and  is  frequent  in  his  commen- 
dation of  a  toast  in  which  the  state  is  compared  to  the  mother  of 
the  Gracchi : — ^indeed,  it  is  a  familiar  thing  with  him  to  speak  of 
the  aristocracy  of  talent  as  only  inferior  to  that  of  the  landed  in- 
terest,— the  idea  of  a  freeholder  inferring  to  his  mind  a  certain 
constitutional  pre-eminence  in  all  the  virtues  of  citizenship,  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

The  solitary  elevation  of  a  country  gentleman,  well  to  do  in 
the  world,  begets  some  magnificent  notions.  He  becomes  as  in- 
fallible as  the  Pope ;  gradually  acquires  a  habit  of  making  long 
speeches ;  is  apt  to  be  impatient  of  contradiction,  and  is  always 
very  touchy  on  the  point  of  honor.  There  is  nothing  more  con- 
clusive than  a  rich  man's  logic  any  where,  but  in  the  country, 
amongst  his  dependents,  it  flows  with  the  smooth  and  unresisted 
course  of  a  full  stream  irrigating  a  meadow,  and  depositing  its 
mud  in  fertilizing  luxuriance.  Meriwether's  sayings,  about  Swal- 
low Barn,  import  absolute  verity.  But  I  have  discovered  that  • 
they  are  not  so  current  out  of  his  jurisdiction.  Indeed,  every 
now  and  then,  we  have  quite  obstinate  discussions  when  some  of 
the  neighboring  potentates,  who  stand  in  the  same  sphere  with 
Frank,  come  to  the  house ;  for  these  worthies  have  opinions  of 
their  own,  and  nothing  can  be  more  dogged  than  the  conflict  be- 
tween them.  They  sometimes  fire  away  at  each  other  with  a  most 
amiable  and  unconvinceable  hardihood  for  a  whole  evening,  ban- 
dying interjections,  and  making  bows,  and  saying  shrewd  things 
with  all  the  courtesy  imaginable.  But  for  unextinguishable  per- 
tinacity in  argument,  and  utter  impregnability  of  belief,  there  is 


no  diapntant  like  yoar  country -gentleman  who  reada  the  ncwa- 
pa|>er8.  Whou  one  of  these  diijcuBsions  fairlj  gets  uuder  weigh, 
it  never  comes  to  an  anchor  again  of  its  own  accord  ; — it  is  either 
blown  out  so  far  to  soa  aa  to  be  given  up  for  lost,  or  puts  int« 
port  in  distress  for  want  of  doounients, — or  is  upset  bj  a  call  for 
the  boot-jack  and  slippers — which  is  something  like  the  previous 
question  in  Congress. 

If  mj  worthy  cousin  be  somewhat  over-argumentative  as  a 
politician,  he  restores  the  equilibrium  of  hia  character  by  a  ooD- 
eideratc  coolness  in  religious  n^attera.  He  piques  himself  upon 
being  a.  high-church rnan,  but  ia  not  the  most  diligent  frequenter 
of  places  of  worship,  and  very  seldom  permits  himself  to  get  into 
a  dispute  upon  points  of  faith.  If  Mr.  Chub, -the  Presbyterian 
tutor  in  the  family,  ever  succeeds  in  drawing  him  into  this  field, 
na  he  occasionally  has  the  address  to  do,  Meriwether  ia  sure  to  fly 
the  course ;  he  gets  puzzled  with  scripture  names,  and  makes 
GDniG  odd  mistakes  between  Peter  and  Paul,  and  then  generally 
turns  the  parson  over  ta  hia  wife,  who,  he  says,  has  an  astotiishing 
memory. 

He  is  somewhat  distinguished  as  a  breeder  of  blooded  horses  ; 
and,  ever  since  the  celebrated  race  between   Eclipse  and  Henry, 
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hiowB  a  great  deal  more  upon  the  subject  than  his  master,  and 
their  frequent  intercourse  has  begot  a  familiarity  in  the  old 
n^ro  which  is  almost  fatal  to  Meriwether's  supremacy.  The 
old  man  feels  himself  authorized  to  maintain  his  positions  accord- 
ing to  the  freest  parliamentary  form,  and  sometimes  with  a  yiolenoe 
of  asseveration  that  compels  his  master  to  abandon  his  ground, 
purely  out  of  fkint-heartedness.  Meriwether  gets  a  little  nettled 
by  Carey's  doggedness,  but  generally  turns  it  off  in  a  laugh.  I 
was  in  the  stable  with  him,  a  few  mornings  after  my  arrival,  when 
he  ventured  to  expostulate  with  the  venerable  groom  upon  a  pro- 
fessional pointy  but  the  controversy  terminated  in  its  customary 
way.  "  Who  sot  you  up.  Master  Frank,  to  tell  me  how  to  fodder 
that  'ere  cretur,  when  I  as  good  as  nursed  you  on  my  knee  ?" 

"  Well,  tie  up  your  tongue,  you  old  mastiff,"  replied  Frank,  as 
he  walked  out  of  the  stable,  '^  and  cease  growling,  since  you  will 
have  it  your  own  way ;" — and  then,  as  we  left  the  old  man's  pre- 
sence, he  added,  with  an  affectionate  chuckle — ^''  a  faithful  old  cur, 
too,  that  snaps  at  me  out  of  pure  honesty ;  he  has  not  many  years 
left,  and  it  does  no  harm  to  humor  him  I" 


Whilst  Frank  Meriwether  umnsoB  himself  vith  hi§  quiddities, 
and  floats  ttirough  life  upon  the  current  of  his  htimor,  his  dame, 

r  excellent  cousin  Lucretia,  takes  charge  of  the  household 
s,  as  one  who  has  a  reputation  to  sttik^  upon  her  administra- 
tion. She  has  mnde  it  a  perfect  soiGuce,  and  great  is  her  fame  in 
the  dispeasntioQ  thereof  I 

Those  who  have  viBitcd  Swallow  Barn  will  long  remember  the 
momiDg  stir,  of  which  the  murmurs  arose  even  unto  the  cham- 
bers, and  fell  upon  the  ears  of  the  sleepers ; — the  dry-rubbing  of 
floors,  and  oven  the  waxing  of  the  same  until  thej  were  like  ioc ; — 
and  the  grinding  of  coffee-mills  ; — and  the  gibber  of  ducks,  and 
chickens,  and  turkeys ;  and  all  the  multitudinous  concert  of 
homely  sounds.  And  then,  her  breakfasts  !  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
Qounted  extravagant,  but  a  email  regiment  might  march  in  upon 
her  without  disappointment ;  and  I  would  put  them  for  ezcellenco 
and  variety  against  any  thing  that  ever  was  served  upon  platter. 
^.Moreover,  all  things  go  like  clock-work.  She  rises  with  the  lark, 
*«iid  infuses  an  early  vigor  into  the  whole  household.  And  yet 
she  is  a  thin  woman  to  look  upon,  and  a  feeble ;  with  a  sallow 
complexion,  and  a  pair  of  animated  block  eyes*  which  impart  a 
portion  of  fire  to  a  oouutenanoe  otbenriae  demure  from  the  patha 
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worn  across  it,  in  the  frequent  travel  of  a  low-ooontry  ague.  But, 
although  her  life  has  been  somewhat  saddened  by  such  visita- 
tions, my  cousin  is  too  spirited  a  woman  to  give  up  to  them ;  for 
she  is  therapeutical  in  her  constitution,  and  considers  herself  a 
full  match  for  any  reasonable  tertian  in  the  world.  Indeed,  I 
have  sometimes  thought  that  she  took  more  pride  in  her  leech- 
craft  than  becomes  a  Christian  woman :  she  is  even  a  little 
vain-glorious.  For,  to  say  nothing  of  her  skill  in  compounding 
simples,  she  has  occasionally  brought  down  upon  her  head  the 
sober  remonstrances  of  her  husband,  by  her  pertinacious  faith  in 
the  efficacy  of  certain  spells  in  cases  of  intermittent.  But  there 
is  no  reasoning  against  her  experience.  She  can  enumerate  the 
cases — ^  and  men  may  say  what  they  choose  about  its  being  con- 
trary to  reason,  and  all  that : — ^it  is  their  way !  But  seeing  is 
believing — nine  scoops  of  water  in  the  hollow  of  the  hand,  from 
the  sycamore  spring,  for  three  mornings,  before  sunrise,  and  a 
cup  of  strong  co£fee  with  lemon-juice,  will  break  an  ague,  try  it 
when  you  will."  In  short,  as  Frank  says,  "  Lucretia  will  die  in 
that  creed." 

I  am  occasionally  up  early  enough  to  be  witness  to  her  morn- 
ing regimen,  which,  to  my  mind,  is  rather  tyrannically  enforced 
against  the  youngsters  of  her  numerous  family,  both  white  and 
black.  She  is  in  the  habit  of  preparing  some  death-routing  de- 
coction for  them,  in  a  small  pitcher,  and  administering  it  to  the 
whole  squadron  in  succession,  who  severally  swallow  the  dose 
with  a  most  ineffectual  effort  at  repudiation,  and  gallop  off,  with 
faces  all  rue  and  wormwood. 

Every  thing  at  Swallow  Barn,  that  falls  within  the  superin- 
tendence of  my  cousin  Lucretia  is  a  pattern  of  industry.  In  fact, 
I  consider  her  the  very  priestess  of  the  American  system,  for, 
with  her,  the  protection  of  manufactures  is  even  more  of  a  passion 
than  a  principle.     Every  here  and  there,  over  the  estate,  may  be 
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seen,  lising  in  hnmblc  guise  above  the  ahrubberj,  tlie  rude  ohim 
XUI3  of  a  log  cabin,  vlicre  all  the  liTelong  day  the  plaintiTO  moaniog 
of  the  spin niug-vf heel  risea  fitfully  upon  the  breeze,  like  the  fan- 
cied notes  of  a  hobgoblia,  as  they  are  sometimes  imitated  in  the 
fltoricB  with  which  we  frighten  children.  In  these  laboratories 
the  negro  women  are  employed  in  preparing  yam  for  the  loom, 
from  wliioli  is  produced  not  only  a  comfortable  supply  of  winter 
clothing  for  the  working  people,  but  some  excellent  carpets  for 
the  house. 

It  is  refreshing  to  behold  how  affectionately  vain  onr  good 
LoEtess  is  of  Frank,  andnhat  deferencesheshovfs  to  his  judgment 
in  all  matters,  cioept  those  that  belong  to  the  home  department ; 
— for  there  she  is  confessedly  a.nd  without  appeal,  the  paramount 
power.  It  seems  to  be  a  dogma  with  her,  that  he  is  the  very 
"  first  man  In  Virginia,"  an  expression  which  in  this  region  haa 
grown  into  an  empliatio  provineialiam.  Frank,  in  return,  is  a 
devout  admirer  of  her  3cct>mp1ishments,and  although  he  does  not 
iwctend  to  an  ear  for  njusio.  he  is  in  raptures  at  her  skill  on  the 
harpsichord,  when  she  plays  at  night  for  the  children  to  dance ; 
and  he  nouM^tiines  sets  her  to  singing  'The  Twins  of  Latona,' 
and  '  Old  Towler;  and  ■  The  Rose-Tree  in  Full  Bearing'  (she  does 
not  study  the  modern  music),  for  the  entertaiuroent  of  his  com- 
pany. On  these  occasions  he  stands  by  the  instrument,  and 
nods  his  head,  as  if  he  comprehended  the  airs. 

She  is  a  fruitful  vessel,  and  eeldoni  fails  in  her  annnal  tribute 
to  the  honors  of  the  family  ;  and,  sooth  to  say,  Frank  is  reputed 
to  be  somewhat  restiff  under  these  multiplying  blessings.  They 
have  two  lovely  girls,  just  verging  towards  womanhood,  who 
attract  a  supreme  regard  in  the  household,  and  to  whom  Frank 
is  perfectly  devoted.  Next  to  these  is  a  boy, — a  shrewd,  mis- 
chievous imp,  who  curvets  about  the  house, '  a  chartered  liber- 
tine.'   He  is  a  little  wiry  fellow  near  thirteen,  known  altogether 


^-^^fc^i  >Vt^*  jfiiii  «af  >-'i^Vi»  ^-yrfHi 


FAMILY    PORTRAITS.  41 

by  the  nick-name  of  Rip,  and  has  a  scapegrace  countenance,  full 
of  freckles  and  deyilrj;  the  eyes  are  somewhat  greenish,  and 
the  mouth  opens  alarmingly  wide  upon  a  tumultuous  array  of 
discolored  teeth.  His  whole  air  is  that  of  an  un trimmed  colt, 
torn  down  and  disorderly ;  and  I  most  usually  find  him  with  the 
hosom  of  his  shirt  bagged  out,  so  as  to  form  a  great  pocket, 
where  he  carries  apples  or  green  walnuts,  and  sometimes  peb- 
bles,  with  which  he  is  famous  for  pelting  the  fowls. 

I  must  digress,  to  say  a  word  about  Rip's  head-gear.  He 
wears  a  nondescript  skull-cap,  which,  I  conjecture  from  some 
equivocal  signs,  had  once  been  a  fur  hat,  but  which  must  have 
taken  a  degree  in  fifty  other  callings ;  for  I  see  it  daily  employed 
in  the  most  foreign  services.  Sometimes  it  is  a  drinking-vessel, 
and  then  Rip  pinches  it  up  like  a  cocked  hat ;  sometimes  it  is 
devoted  to  push-pin,  and  then  it  is  cuffed  cruelly  on  both  sides  ; 
and  sometimes  it  is  turned  into  a  basket,  to  carry  eggs  from  the 
hen-roosts.  It  finds  hard  service  at  hat-ball,  where,  like  a  plas- 
tic statesman,  it  is  popular  for  its  pliability.  It  is  tossed  in  the 
air  on  all  occasions  of  rejoicing  ;  and  now  and  then  serves  for  a 
gauntlet — and  is  flung  with  energy  upon  the  ground,  on  the  eve 
of  a  battle ;  and  it  is  kicked  occasionally  through  the  school- 
yard, after  the  fashion  of  a  bladder.  It  wears  a  singular  exte- 
rior, having  a  row  of  holes  cut  below  the  crown,  or  rather  the 
apex,  (for  it  is  pyramidal  in  shape,)  to  make  it  cool,  as  Rip  ex- 
plains it.  in  hot  weather.  The  only  rest  that  it  enjoys  through 
the  day,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  perceive,  is  during  school- 
hours,  and  then  it  is  thrust  between  a  desk  and  a  bulkhead, 
three  inches  apart,  where  it  generally  envelopes  in  its  folds  a 
handful  of  hickory -nuts  or  marbles.  This  covering  falls  down— 
for  it  has  no  lining — ^like  an  extinguisher  over  Rip's  head.  To 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  this  accident,  he  has  tied  it  up  with  a 
hat-band  of  twine. 
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From  Rip  the  rest  of  the  progeo;  deEcrad  od  the  ecale,  in 
regular  gradations,  like  the  keys  of  »  P^adeau  pipe,  and  vrilh 
tlie  same  variety  of  intonations,  Tinlil  the  series  is  terminated  in 
a  chubbj.  dough-faced  infant,  not  above  three  months  old. 

This  little  infantry  is  under  the  care  of  mistress  Barbara 
Winkle,  an  antique  retainer  of  the  family,  who  attendE  tlieni  ai 
bed  and  board, — and  every  morning,  I  am  told,  plunges  the 
whole  bevy,  one  by  one,  into  >  tab  of  cold  water,  at  which  tbey 
make  terrible  wry  faces. 

This  mistress  Barbara  is  a  functionary  of  high  rank  in  the 
fcmily,  and  of  great  privileges,  from  having  eieroised  her  office 
tbrongh  a  preceding  generation  At  Swallow  Barn.  She  is  quite 
retnarkable  at  that  time  of  day  when  festive  preparations  are  in 
progress.  A  dinner-party  calls  forth  all  her  energy,  and  exhibits 
bar  to  great  adrantAge  &5  an  cS'eetive  woman.  She  glides  op 
wad  down  stairs  like  a  phantom,  and  you  arc  aware  of  her  com- 
ing by  a  tow  jingle  of  keys.  One  moment  she  b  whipping  cream, 
ttud  the  next  threatening  the  same  operation  on  some  unlucky 
youngster  of  the  kitchen  who  chances  to  meddle  with  her  labors. 
Yoa  may  hear  her  clattering  eggs  in  a  bowl,  scolding  eervsiits, 
And  noreaming  at  Rip,  who  is  perpetually  in  her  way,  amongst 
tiw  sweatniMU :  all  of  which  matters,  though  enacted  with  a 
Tinegar  upeot,  it  u  easy  to  see  are  very  agreeable  to  her  self- 
lore. 

There  b  no  reverence  like  that  of  children  for  potentates  of 
description.  Her  very  glance  bas  in  it  sometliing  disoon- 
the  yunng  fry ;  and  they  will  twist  their  duni]^ng 
into  every  conceivable  expression  of  grie^  before  tlicy  will 
dars  to  Apiall  out  in  her  presence.  Even  Rip  la  afraid  of  her 
^Wben  ihe  old  woman's  mad,  she  is  a  horse  to  whip  I"  he  told 
kud  mytelf  one  morning,  apon  onr  questioning  him  as  to  the 
rnlara  of  an  uprosr  in  whi(^  he  bad  been  the  principal  actor. 
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These  ezeroises  on  the  part  of  the  old  ladj  are  neither  rare  nor 
unwholesome,  and  are  winked  at  bj  the  higher  authorities. 

Mrs.  Winkle's  complexion  is  the  true  parchment,  and  her 
voice  is  somewhat  cracked.  She  takes  Scotch  snulff  from  a  silver 
box.  and  wears  a  pair  of  horn  spectacles,  which  give  effect  to  the 
peculiar  peakcdncss  of  her  nose.  On  days  of  state  she  appears 
in  all  the  rich  coxcombry  of  the  olden  time ;  her  gown  being  of 
an  obsolete  fashion,  sprinkled  with  roses  and  sun-flowers,  and  her 
lizard  arms  encased  in  tight  sleeves  as  far  as  the  elbow,  where 
thej  are  met  by  silken  gloves  without  fingers.  A  starched 
tucker  is  pinned,  with  a  pedantic  precision,  across  her  breast; 
and  a  prim  cap  of  muslin,  puckered  into  a  point  with  a  grotesque 
conceit,  adorns  her  head. — Take  her  altogether,  she  looks  very 
stately  and  bitter.  Then,  when  she  walks,  it  is  inconceivable 
how  aristocratically  she  rustles,— especially  on  a  Sunday. 


■i. 


My  picture  of  the  (0111117  °'  Snnllow  Bum  would  bo  incomplete 
if  I  did  not  gire  a  oonspicaous  placo  to  mj  two  young  coosias, 
Lucjr  and  Victorine.  It  is  true  tlicy  ore  cousins  only  in  the 
second  remove,  bat  I  hnvo  become  sufficiently  nnturaliied  to  the 
Boil  to  porccivc  the  full  value  of  tbe  rolation ;  and  as  they  ac- 
knowledge it  very  affectionately  to  me — for  I  was  promoted  to 
"  Cousin  Mark"  almost  in  the  first  hour  after  my  nrrival — I 
ahould  be  unreasonably  reluctant  if  I  did  not  MBert  the  full 
right  of  blood.  Lucy  tells  me  she  is  ordy  fifteen,  and  that  she  is 
one  year  aad  one  month  older  than  Vic,  "  for  all  that  Tic  is 
taUer  than  she."  Now,  Lucy  is  a  little  fairy  with  blue  eyes  and 
light  lisir,  and  partially  freckled  and  sua-bumt — being  a  very 
pretty  likeness  of  Rip,  whu,  I  have  said,  is  an  imp  of  faomcli- 
ness;  a  fact  which  all  experience  shows  to  be  qnite  consistent 
with  the  highest  beanty.  Victorine  is  almost  a  head  taller,  and 
posaesEcs  a  stronger  frame.  She  differs,  too,  from  her  sister  by 
her  jet-black  eyes  and  dark  hair ;  though  tbcy  reseuible  each 
Other  in  the  wholesome  tan  which  exposure  to  the  atmosphere 
has  spread  alike  over  the  ohoeks  of  Iioth, 

These  two  girls  are  educated  entirely  at  home,  and  are  grow- 
ing up  together  in  the  moat  oonflding  mutual  affeotioD.     There 
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IB  nothing  more  loyelj  than  two  siqj^rs  in  this  relation,  tranquilly 
and  nnconscioosly  gliding  onwards  to  womanhood  amongst  the 
£uniliar  images  and  gentle  influences  of  the  household  circle; 
their  kindly  impulses  set  in  motion  hy  the  caresses  of  friends ; 
their  tastes  directed  hy  the  simple  and  pure  enjoyments  of  a 
refined  home  in  the  country,  where  nature  supplies  so  many  heau- 
tiful  ohjects  to  attract  the  eye,  and  affection  so  much  pleasant 
guidance  to  inform  the  heart ;  where  lessons  of  love  are  reeeiyed 
from  parental  teaching,  or  ahsorhed,  rather,  from  looks  that  are 
more  eloquent  than  words  ;  where  useful  instruction  loses  all  ita 
weariness  in  the  encouragement  of  that  fond  applause  which  is 
assiduous  to  reward  patient  toil  or  to  cheer  the  effort  which  has 
paused  in  the  fear  of  failure.  No  over-stimulated  amhition  is 
likely  there  to  taint  the  mind  with  those  vices  of  rivalry  which, 
in  schools,  often  render  youth  selfish  and  unamiahle,  and  suggest 
thoughts  of  concealment  and  stratagem  as  aids  in  the  race  of  pre- 
eminence. Home,  to  a  young  girl,  is  a  world  peopled  with 
kindly  faces  and  filled  only  with  virtues.  She  does  not  know, 
even  hy  report,  the  impure  things  of  life.  She  has  heard  and 
read  of  its  miseries,  for  which  her  heart  melts  in  charity,  and  she 
grows  up  in  the  faith  that  she  was  horn  to  love  the  good  and 
render  kind  offices  to  the  wretched  ,*  hut  she  conceives  Dothing  of 
the  wickedness  of  a  world  which  she  has  never  seen,  and  lives  on 
to  womanhood  in  a  happy  and  guarded  ignorance,  which  is  not 
hroken  until  her  mind  has  acquired  a  strength  sufficient  to  dis- 
cern and  repel  whatever  there  may  be  dangerous  in  knowledge. 

"  AffectionB  are  aa  thoughts  to  her. 
The  measures  of  her  hours" 

Poh  ! — ^hless  me ! — These  children  have  actually  hrought  me 
to  lecturing  and  quoting  verse.  Let  me  get  back  to  my  appro- 
priate function  of  narrative. 
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Lnoy  ia  ratber  moditntiye  for  her  age — calm  and  ahuoBt 
matronly.  She  ia  a  little  housekeeper,  and  affects  to  have  cares. 
ViotoriDc  is  more  intrepid,  and  attracts  universal  regard  bj  the 
jollity  of  her  temiicrnnient,  which  ia  equally  the  index  of  her 
inuoccDce  and  her  healthful  organization.  They  pursue  the  aarae 
studies,  and  I  aee  them  every  morning  at  tlieir  tasks,  often  read- 
ing from  tiio.aame  book  with  their  arms  around  each  other's 
waist.  They  have  profound  confidonoes  in  mhieli  they  think 
themselves  very  secure  and  exclusive ;  hut  I  can  often  toll  them 
their  whole  secret  by  watching  their  by-play ; — which  shrewdaesa 
of  mine  is  ao  inexplicable  to  them,  thai  they  think  I  am  seme- 
thing  of  B  conjurer.  I  freijuently  walk  with  them  in  the  evening 
on  the  river  bank.  They  are  iuvariuhly  attended  upon  those 
rambles  by  two  large  white  pointers,  who  gambol  around  thom 
with  a  most  affectionate  playfulness,  and  are  constantly  soliciting 
the  applause  of  their  pretty  raistreases  by  the  gallant  assiduities 
which  are  characteristic  of  this  race  of  faithful  animals. 

Meriwether  is  accustomed  to  have  these  girls  read  to  him 
some  portion  of  every  day.  By  this  requisition,  which  ho  puta 
upon  the  grnund  of  an  amusement  for  himself,  he  has  beguiled 
them  into  graver  studies  than  arc  generally  puraaed  at  that  time 
of  life.  It  is  quite  charming  to  notice  the  unwearying  devotion 
they  bestow  upon  this  labor,  which  they  think  gives  pleasure  to 
Ihoir  father.  Ho,  of  oourse,  looks  upon  thom  as  the  most  gifted 
creatures  in  eiistcnce.  And  truly,  they  have  gained  ao  muoh 
upon  me,  that  I  don't  think  he  is  far  wrong, 

A  window  in  the  upper  story  of  one  of  the  wings  of  the  build- 
ing overlooks  a  flower-garden,  and  around  this  window  grows  a 
profusion  of  creeping  vine  which  is  trained  with  architectural 
precision  along  the  wall  to  the  roof  It  is  a  prim,  decorous 
plant,  with  icy  leaves  of  perdurable  grcon,  without  a  flower  of  its 
iwn  to  give  variety  to  its  staid  drapery.     Here  and  there,  how- 
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^  an  intrading  rose  has  stolen  a  nest  amongst  its  plexores, 
*fid  looks  pleasantly  forth  from  this  sober  tapestry.      In   this 
^dow,  about  noon-tide,  may  be  daily  seen  the  profuse  tresses 
of  a  head  of  flaxen  hair  scrupulously  adjusted  in  glossy  volume ; 
^d  ever  and  anon,  as  it  moves  to  some  thoughtful  impulse,  is 
disclosed  a  studious  brow  of  fairest  white.     And  sometimes,  more 
folly  revealed,  may  be  seen  the  entire  head  of  the  lady  as  she 
sita  intent  upon  the  perusal  of  a  book.     The  lady  Prudence  is  in 
ler  bower,  and  pursues  some  theme  of  fancy  in  the  delicious 
realm  of  poesy,  or  with  pencil  and  brush  shapes  and  gilds  the 
wings  of  gaudy  butterflies,  or,  peradventure,  enricheth  her  album 
with  dainty  sonnets.     And  sometimes,  in  listless  musing,  she 
rests  her  chin  upon  her  gem-bedizened  hand,  and  Axes  her  soft 
blue  eye  upon  the  flower-beds  where  the  humming-bird  is  poised 
before  the  honeysuckle.     But  howsoever  engaged,  it  is  a  dedi- 
cated hour.      I  have  said  profanely,  once  before,  that  ^^a  tall 
spinster''  sat  at  the  family  board,  and  now  here  she  sits  in  her 
morning  guise,  silent  and  alone,  pondering  over  the  creations  of 
genius  and  the  dreams  of  art. 

Prudence  Meriwether  is  an  only  sister  of  Frank's,  and  holds 
a  station  somewhat  eminent  amongst  the  household  idols.  She 
is  rather  comely  to  look  upon — very  neat  in  person,  and  is  con- 
sidered high  authority  in  matter  of  dress.  But  Time,  who 
notches  mortal  shapes  with  as  little  mercy  as  the  baker,  in  his 
morning  circuit,  notches  his  tally-stick,  has  calendared  his  visits 
even  upon  this  goodly  form.  A  shrewd  observer  may  note  in  sun- 
dry evidences  of  a  fastidious  choice  of  colors,  and  of  what, — to 
coin  a  word, — I  might  call  a  scrupulous  toiletry^  that  the  lapse 
of  human  seasons  has  not  passed  unheeded  by  this  lady.  He 
may  detect,  sometimes,  an  overdone  vivacity  in  her  accost,  and 
an  exaggerated  thoughtlessness ;  sometimes,  in  her  tone  of  con* 
▼CTsation,  a  little  too  much  girlishness,  which  betrays  a  suspicion 
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of  its  opposite:  and  there  are  certftio  sober  Udcb  journeying 
from  the  moutli  clieokward,  which  are  ruuinBtivo,  iu  spite  of  her 
liglit-hcartL-tlnuBS.  These  are  cjuitc  pleasitiit  signs  to  an  astute, 
experienced,  perspicacioua  bachelor,  like  iiijBclf,  who  can  read 
them  wvtli  a  learneil  skill ;  tlioy  speak  of  that  luollow  time  when 
a  woman  captivates  hy  complaisauoe,  and  overDoinos  her  aUver 
sary  rather  hy  niarcliing  out  of  her  fort  to  oballenge  attack,  than 
by  standing  a  eicgo  within  it. 

There  is  a  daah  of  the  pieturceque  in  the  character  of  this 
lady.  Towards  sunset  she  is  ^pt  to  stray  forth  amongst  the  old 
oaks,  and  to  gather  small  houi^uets  of  wild  flowers,  in  the  pursuit 
of  which  she  oontrivcs  to  get  into  very  pretty  attitudes  ;  or  sbe 
falls  into  raptures  at  the  shifting  tints  of  the  clouds  ou  the  west- 
ern sky,  and  produces  (]uit«  a  striking  pictorial  effect  by  the  skil- 
ful choice  of  a  position  which  shows  her  figure  in  strong  rcliof 
against  the  evening  light.  And  tlien  iu  her  boudoir  may  be 
found  cxi|uisito  sketches  from,  her  pencil,  of  forms  of  love  and 
beauty,  belted  and  buckled  knights,  old  castles  and  pensive 
ladies,  Madonnas  and  cloistered  nuns, — the  offspring  of  an  artistic 
imagination  heated  with  romance  and  devotion.  Her  attire  is, 
sometimes,  studiously  simple  and  plain,  and  her  bearing  is  de- 
mure and  contemplative ;  but  this  is  never  long  continued,  for, 
in  spite  of  her  discipline,  she  docs  not  wish  to  be  accounted  as 
one  inclined  to  bo  serious  in  her  turn  of  mind.  I  have  scon  her 
break  out  into  quite  a  riotous  vivacity.  This  is  very  likely  to 
ensue  when  she  is  brought  into  fellowship  with  a.  flaunting  mad- 
cap belle  who  is  carrying  all  before  her ;  she  then  "  overbears 
her  continents,"   and   becomes  as   flaunting  a  madcap   as   the 

If  Prudence  has  a  fault — which  proposition  I  prudently  put 
with  au  i/*,  as  a  doubtful  ijucstLon — it  is  in  setting  tlio  domestic 
virtues  at  too  high  avalue.  One  may. perhaps,  bo  ton invelerately 
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diaiitabla  I  think  the  establishment  of  three  Sunday  schools,  a 
oolonixation  society  membership,  a  management  in  a  tract  asso- 
ciation, and  an  ontward  and  yisiblc  patronage  of  the  cause  of 
temperance,  by  the  actual  enrolment  of  her  name  amongst  those 
who  have  taken  the  pledge,  smack  a  little  of  supererogation, 
though  I  don't  wish  to  set  up  my  judgment  too  peremptorily  on 
this  point  And  I  think,  also,  one  may  carry  the  praise  of  the  ^ 
purity  of  country  life,  and  of  the  benefits  of  solitude  and  self-  \ 
constraint,  to  an  extent  which  might  appear  merciless  towards 
those  whose  misfortune  it  is  to  live  in  a  sphere  where  these  virtues 
cannot  be  so  fully  cultiyatcd.  If  a  tendency  in  this  direction  be 
a  blemish  in  the  composition  of  our  lady,  it  is  a  very  slight  one, 
and  is  amply  compensated  by  the  many  pleasant  aberrations  she 
makes  from  this  phase  of  her  character.  She  converses  with 
great  ease  upon  all  subjects — even  with  a  dangerous  facility,  I 
may  say,  which  sometimes  leads  her  into  hyperbole :  her  diction 
occasionally  becomes  high-flown,  and  expands  into  the  incompre- 
hensible— ^but  that  is  only  when  she  is  excited.  Her  manner,  at 
times,  might  be  called  oratorical,  particularly  when,  in  imitation 
of  her  brother,  she  bewails  the  departure  of  the  golden  age,  or 
ddcSaims  upon  the  prospect  of  its  revival  among  the  rejuveDcscent 
glories  of  the  Old  Dominion.  She  has  an  awful  idea  of  the  per- 
fect respectability,  I  might  almost  say  splendor,  of  her  lineage, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  few  points  upon  which  I  know  her  to  be 
touchy. 

Apart  from  these  peculiarities,  which  are  but  fleecy  clouds 
upon  a  summer  sky,  even  enhancing  its  beauty,  or  mites  upon  a 
snow-drift,  she  is  a  captivating  specimen  of  a  ripened  maiden, 
just  standing  on  that  sunshiny  verge  from  which  the  prospect 
beyond  presents  a  sedate  autumnal  landscape  gently  subsiding 
into  undistinguishable  and  misty  confusion  of  hill  and  dale  array- 
ed in  golden-tinted  gray.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  with 
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her  niried  perfections,  and  the  adrantageB  of  her  position,  Un 
James  Biver  world  ehould  insensibly  havo  elevated  Prudeuoe 
MerinetLer  to  tlio  poetical  altitude  of  the  "  oynosure  ef  Dcigh- 
boring  ejes." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

NED  HAZARD. 

Ned   Hazard    has    become    my  inseparable  companion.      He 
has  a  fine,  flowing  stream  of  good  spirits,  which  is  sometimes' 
interrupted  by  a  slight  under-current  of  sadness;  it  is  even  a 
ludicrous  pensiveness,  that  derives  its  comic  quality  from  Ned's 
constitutional  merriment. 

He  is  now  about  thirty-three,  with  a  tolerably  good  person,  a 
little  under  six  feet,  and  may  be  seen  generally  after  breakfast, 
whilst  old  Carey  is  getting  our  horses  for  a  morning  ride,  in  an 
olive  frock,  black  stoclc^  and  yellow  waistcoat,  with  a  German 
forage-cap  of  light  cloth,  having  a  frontlet  of  polished  leather, 
rather  conceitedly  drawn  over  his  dark,  laughing  eye.  This 
head-gear  gives  a  picturesque  effect  to  his  person,  and  suits  well 
with  his  weather-beaten  cheek,  as  it  communicates  a  certain  reck- 
less  expression  that  agrees  with  his  character.  The  same  trait 
is  heightened  by  the  half  swagger  with  which  he  strikes  his  boot 
with  his  riding-whip,  or  keeps  at  bay  a  beautiful  spaniel,  called 
Wilful,  which  haunts  his  person  like  a  familiar.  Indeed,  I  have 
grown  to  possess  something  of  this  canine  attachment  to  him 
myself,  and  already  constitute  a  very  important  member  of  his 
suite.  It  is  a  picture  worth  contemplating,  to  see  us  during  one 
of  those  listless  intervals.   For,  first,  there  is  Ned  lounging  along 


ike  coort-ynrd  with  both  bsoda  in  his  Bide  pockets,  and  either 
telling  me  some  story,  or  vexing  a  great  turkey-cock,  by  imitating 
both  hb  gobble  and  his  strut ; — before  him  walks  Wilful,  strictly 
regulating  his  pac«  by  bis  master's,  and  turning  his  eye,  every 
DOW  and  then,  most  affectionately  towards  bim  ;  then  Meriwether's 
two  pointers  luiiy  be  seen  bounding  in  circles  round  him ; — a  lit- 
tle terrier,  who  assumes  the  consequence  of  a  watch-dog.  is  Bore 
to  solicit  Ned's  notice  by  jumping  at  his  hand  ;  and,  last  in  the 
train,  is  myself,  who  have  learned  to  saunter  in  Ned's  track  with 
the  fidelity  of  a  shadow.  It  may  be  conjectured  from  this  pic- 
ture that  Ned  posaosseB  fascinations  for  man  aud  beast. 

He  is  known  universally  by  the  name  of  Ned  Hazard,  which, 
•  of  itself,  I  lake  to  be  a  good  sign.  This  nicknaniing  has  a  flavor 
of  favoritism,  and  bctokeoa  au  amiable  notoriety.  There  is 
something  jocular  in  Ned's  faoe,  which  I  believe  is  the  source  of 
his  popularity  with  all  classes ;  but  this  geocral  good  acceptation 
is  preserved  by  the  variety  of  his  acquirements.  lie  can  accom- 
modate himself  to  all  kinds  of  society.  He  has  slang  for  the 
stable-boys,  proverbs  for  the  old  folks,  and  a  most  oratorical 
overflow  of  patriotism  for  the  politicimis.  To  the  children  of 
Swallow  Barn  he  is  especially  captivating.  Ho  tells  tliem  stories 
with  the  embellishment  of  a  deep  tone  of  Toioe  that  makes  them 
quake  !n  their  shoes ;  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  cane  and  cloak, 
surmounted  by  a  liat,  he  will  stalk  amongst  them,  like  a  grizaly 
giant,  60  hideously  erect,  that  the  door  is  a  mere  pigeon-hole  to 
him ; — at  which  the  young  cowards  laugh  so  fearfully,  that  I  have 
often  thought  they  were  crying. 

.  A  few  years  ago  he  was  seized  with  a  romantic  fever  which 
manifested  itself  chiefly  in  a.  conceit  to  visit  South  America,  and 
jilay  knight-orrant  in  tlie  quarrel  of  the  Patriots,  It  was  the 
most  sudden  and  unaccountable  thing  in  tho  world  ;  for  no  one 
oould  trace  the  infection  to  any  probable  cause ; — still,  it  grew 
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upon  Ned's  fimcy,  and  appeared  in  so  many  brilliant  phases,  that 
there  was  no  getting  it  out  of  his  brain.  As  may  be  imagined, 
this  matter  produced  a  serious  disquiet  in  the  family,  so  that 
Frank  Meriwether  was  obliged  to  take  the  subject  in  hand ;  and, 
finding  all  his  premonitions  and  expostulations  unavailing,  was 
forced  to  give  way  to  the  current  of  Ned's  humor,  hoping  that 
experience  would  purge  the  sight  that  had  been  dimmed  by  the 
light  of  a  too  vivid  imagination.  It  was  therefore  arranged  that 
Ned  should  visit  this  theatre  of  glory,  and  stand  by  the  award  of 
his  own  judgment  upon  the  view.  He  accordingly  sailed  from 
New- York  in  the  Paragon,  bound  for  Lima,  and,  in  due  time, 
doubled  Gape  Horn.  So,  after  glancing  at  the  Patriots  in  all 
their  positions,  attitudes  and  relations, — with  an  eye  military  and 
civil, — and  being  well  bitten  with  fleas,  and  apprehended  as  a  spy, 
and  nearly  assassinated  as  a  heretic,  he  carefully  looked  back 
upon  the  whole  train  of  this  fancy,  even  from  its  first  engendering, 
with  all  the  motives,  false  conclusions,  misrepresentations,  and  so 
forth,  which  had  a  hand  in  the  adopting  and  pursuing  of  it,  and 
then  came  to  a  sober  conclusion  that  he  was  the  most  egregious 
fool  that  had  ever  set  out  in  quest  of  a  wild  goose.  ^  What  the 
devil  could  have  put  such  a  thing  into  my  head,  and  kept  me  at 
it  for  a  whole  year,  it  puzzles  me  to  tell  I"  was  his  own  comment 
upon  this  freak,  when  I  questioned  him  about  it.  However,  he 
came  home  the  most  disquixotted  cavalier  that  ev(ir  hung  up  his 
shield  at  the  end  of  a  scurvy  crusade  ;  and  to  make  amends  for 
the  inconvenience  and  alarm  he  had  occasioned, — ^for  my  cousin 
Lucretia  expected  to  hear  of  his  being  strangled,  like  Laocoon,  in 
the  folds  of  a  serpent, — he  brought  witli  him  an  amusing  journal, 
which  is  now  bound  in  calf,  and  holds  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
library  at  Swallow  Barn.  This  trip  into  the  other  hemisphere 
has  furnished  him  with  an  assortment  of  wonders,  both  of  the  sea 
and  the  land,  the  theme  of  divers  long  stories,  which  Ned  tells 
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lilce  a  truvcUer.  He  is  accnsed  of  repeating  them  to  the  eamc 
auditors,  and  Frank  Meriwether  has  a  provoking  way  of  raising 
hit)  hands,  and  turning  hia  eyes  towards  the  ceiling,  and  saying 
in  an  undei^tone,  jost  a«  Ned  is  Betting  out : 

"  A  tmtcller  there  was  who  told  a  good  tale ;  ^^^tm 

^T  Bj  laj  troth  I  it  was  true,  but  then  it  was  stale.'  ^^^^| 

This  invariably  flushes  Ned's  face ;  and  with  a  modest  expov- 
tulation,  in  a  voice  of  great  kindness,  he  will  say,  "  My  dear  sir,  I 
assure  you  I  never  teld  you  this  before — you  are  thinking  of  a 
different  thing."  "  Then,  Uncle  Ned" — as  Rip  said,  on  one  of  these 
oecasiona,  while  he  was  lying  on  the  floor  and  kicking  up  his 
heels — ^"you  uro  going  to  make  as  you  go." — These  things  are 
apt  to  disconcert  him,  and  occasion  a.  little  out-break  of  a  mumen- 
tary  peevish,  but  irresistibly  comio  thought  fulness,  which  I  have 
said  before  formed  a  constituent  of  his  temper.  It  is,  however, 
but  for  a  moment,  and  he  takes  the  joke  like  a  hero.  It  is  now 
customary  in  the  family,  when  any  thing  of  a  marvellous  nature 
is  mentioned,  to  ?ay  that  it  happened  ronmi  the  Horn.  Ned  is 
evidently  shy  of  these  assaultii,  aud  rather  cautions  how  he  names 
the  Horn  if  Meriwether  be  in  company, 

I  have  gleaned  some  partioulara  of  Hoxard'e  education,  which, 
they  serve  to  illustrate  his  character,  I  think  worth  relating. 

When  he  was  ten  or  eleven  years  old,  he  was  put  under  the 
government  of  a  respectable  teacher,  who  kept  an  academy  on  the 
border  of  themountain  country,  where  ho  spent  several  years  of  his 
life.  In  this  rustic  gymnasium,  under  thcsupervision  of  Mr.  Grab, 
who  was  the  principal  of  the  estalilishment,  he  soon  beeame  con- 
spicuous for  his  hardiness  and  address  in  the  wayward  adventures 
nud  miniature  wars  which  diversified  the  history  of  this  little 
oommuuity.  He  was  always  an  apt  scholar,  though  not  the  roost 
uaiduoua ;  but  his  frank  and  upright  qualities  rendered  himeqiullj 
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*4TOritc  with  Uic  muster  and  the  pupils.  He  speaks  of  the 
itlMluneitts  of  thiis  period  of  his  life  with  the  unction  of  unahattMl 
ibQiincss.  In  one  of  our  late  ramhloa,  be  gave  me  tlio  following 
iietch  of  the  circumstuices  under  which  he  quitted  thoee  aoenes 
if  his  joath.  His  father  was  ahout  rcmoviug  him  to  coUegc,  and 
the  Miparstion  was  to  be  final,  I  have  codeavorei)  to  preserve 
liis  owD  narrative,  because  I  think  it  more  graphic  than  mine 
iroald  he ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  will  show  the  gentle  strain  of 
■ficction  that  belongs  to  bis  nature. 

'*  The  condition  of  a  schootboy/'said  Ned,''  forces  upon  the  mind 
the  import  of  a  state  of  probation,  more  soberly  than  any  other 
position  in  lifo.  All  that  the  scripture  tells  ns  about  the  transi- 
toriuess  of  hnman  ufiairs, — of  man  being  a  traveller,  and  life  a 
shadow, — is  constitutionally  part  and  parcel  of  the  meditations 
of  tlic  schoolboy.  He  lives  amidst  discomforts ;  his  room  is  small 
and  ill-fnraished ;  his  clothes  aro  hung  upon  a  peg,  or  stowed 
away  in  a  chest,  where  every  thing  that  should  be  at  the  top,  is 
sure  to  lodge  at  the  bottom  ;  his  coat  carries  its  rent  from  term 
to  term,  and  his  stockings  arc  returned  to  bim  nudarned  from  tha 
washerwoman  ;  his  food  ia  rough  and  unsavory  ;  be  shivers  in 
'Printer  morning  over  a  scant  and  smoky  fire;  ho  sleeps  in  sum- 
mer i>-(jie  hottest  room  of  the  bouse: — All  this  ho  submits  to 
with  patie^p^^  because  be  feels  that  he  is  but  for  a  season,  and 
that  a  reversion  .,f  bettor  things  awaits  him. 

"  My  preceptor  Ih.  Crab  was,  outwardly,  an  austere  man ;  but 
his  was  the  ansterity  wblxfc  the  best  natures  are  apt  to  contraot 
from  long  association  with  pupT«.  His  intercourse  with  the  boya 
was  one  of  command,  and  he  had  bti,  few  cipporlttnilies  of  min- 
gling in  the  society  of  his  equals.  This  fe*yc  a  rather  severe  re- 
serve to  his  manners ;  but,  at  bottom,  he  hutl  kindly  feelings 
irtiich  awkwardly  manifested  themselves  in  frequeiii  favors,  oonr* 
1  without  any  visiblo  signs  of  courtesy.     His  wife  was  ftj| 


BhortnindGd  old  lady,  with  a  large  rouud  face,  cmbcUiahcd  above 
with  B.  large  ruffled  cap.  and  holow,  with  a  huge  donble  chin. 
This  good  ladj  was  rather  toa  fat  to  move  about,  3o  she  main- 
lined a  sovereign  station  In  an  ample  arm-clmir,  placed  near  the 
door  that  led  to  the  kit<'Iieu,  where  she  woe  usually  occupied  in 
paring  applaa  to  be  baked  up  into  tough  jacks  for  our  provender, 
aud  iHeuiug  commands  for  the  regulation  of  her  domestic  police, 
in  shrill,  stirring  and  authoritative  tonea.  They  had  a  reasonable 
number  of  young  scions  growing  arouud  them,  who,  however,  were 
BO  mingled  in  the  niasa  of  the  school  aa  nearly  to  have  lost  all  the 
discriminating  instincts  which  might  indicate  their  origin. 

"  Wo  were  too  troublesome  a  company  to  enlist  much  of  tlio 
domcatio  charitLes  from  our  tutor ;  still,  however,  in  the  few  gleams 
of  family  endearment  which  fell  to  our  lot,  I  had  eontmcted  a  kind 
of  household  attachment  to  the  objeets  that  surrounded  me.  Our 
old  master  had  the  grave  and  solemn  bearing  of  a  philosopher ; 
but  sometimes,  of  winter  nights,  when  our  tasks  were  done,  he 
joined  in  our  sports, — even  got  down  on  the  carpet  to  play  marbles 
with  us,  and  took  quite  an  eager  interest  in  hearing  our  hum- 
ming topa  when  we  stealthily  set  them  to  bellowing  in  the  room. 
These  condescensions  had  a  wonderful  effect  upon  us  all,  for,  he^S 
rare,  they  took  us  somewhat  by  surprise,  and  gave  us  bo""'^"'8 
of  the  same  kind  of  pleasure  whioh  a  child  csperiom^  '^^  patting 
a  gentle  and  manageable  lion. 

"  I  had  always  looked  forward,  with  a  K^jish  love  of  change,  to 
the  pcricid  -when  I  was  to  be  called  "O  other  scenes.  And  this 
oipeetatiou,  whilst  it  rendered  n"  indifferent  to  personal  comforts, 
seemed  also  to  warm  my  ft>ifinga  towards  my  associates.  I  could 
pardon  many  trospassp*  '"  tliose  from  whom  I  was  soon  to  be  sepa- 
rated. My  time,  therefore,  passed  along  in  a  careli 
in  which  all  trivial  ills  wore  overborne  and  indemnified 
^oipatwns  of  the  future. 


B  to  quit  tbiB  little  Bylvan  theatre  was  containS^^ 
ill  letter  brouglit  from  my  father  by  Dauiel  the  oonohman.  It 
dirKted  me  to  return  without  delay,  and  iutiinnted,aii)idst  anorld 
ofparenUl  Ktlrice,  that  I  was  to  be  reniovcd  almost  immediately 
to  lollege.  Notwithstanding  the  many  secret  yearnings  I  had 
6ll  for  the  approaoh  of  thi«  period,  I  confess  it  OTermastercil  mo 
wixtt  it  came.  Satiicl  had  brought  me  my  pony, — a  little,  short- 
necked,  piggish  animal,  whioh  in  the  holidays  I  used  to  ride  almost 
U)  h^d — and  he  himself  was  ready  to  attend  mo  on  one  of  the 
coaek-Iiorsoa.  I  had  uo  time  to  revoKc  the  mattur, — so  with  a 
spirit  part  gay  and  part  melaneholy,  and  with  an  alacrity  of  step 
assumed  to  conceal  my  emotions  and  to  avoid  the  interchange 
with  my  school-fellows  of  words  I  was  too  much  cliokcd  to  Utter, 
I  wont  about  my  preparations.  I  oullectcd  my  straggling  ward- 
robe from  the  detached  service  of  my  oomradcs,  to  whom,  scout 
IS  it  was,  I  had  lent  it  piecc-mcal ;  carefully  paid  off  sundry 
small  debts  of  honor,  contracted  at  tho  forbidden  game  of  all- 
fours  ;  und  distribnted  largi^ses,  with  a  prodifcal  hand,  amongst 
the  ncgroca,  with  whom  I  had,  for  a  long  time,  curried  on  an 
active  commerce  in  partridge-traps,  fishing  taclilo.  and  other  oom- 
modilica.  I  can  remember  now  with  what  feelings  I  performed 
this  last  ofEce,  as  I  stood  at  the  barn  door,  where  the  farm  servants 
verc  threshing  grain,  and  protracted,  as  long  as  I  was  able,  that 
mournful  shokiog  of  hands  witti  which  the  rogues  gave  me  their 
parting  benedictions ; — for  I  always  had  a  vagabond  fondness  for 
the  blacks  about  tho  establishment.  After  this  I  went  into  tho 
parlor,  where  our  tender  and  plethoric  mistresa  was  employed 
in  one  of  her  customary  morning  duties  of  cleaning  op  the 
breakfast  apparatus,  and  received  a  kisa  from  her,  as  slie  held 
a  D3pkiu  iu  one  hand  and  a  tea'Cup  in  the  other.  I  bc-stowod  the 
a  of  grace  upon  all  the  little  Cralw  that  wore  crawlii 
Kit  the  room,  and,  in  tbc  some  place,  took  my  leave 
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irdi  himself,  wlio,  rcluxing  into  a  grim  maiiifeststioQ  of  sorrow, 
Ibok  mc  with  both  hnnds.  and  conducting  mp  to  the  windoir. 
placed  himself  ia  a  seat,  where  ho  gave  rae  q  grave  and  frieodly 
admonition, — saying  many  kind  thinga  to  mo.  in  a  kinder  tone 
than  I  had  ever  heard  from  him  before.  Amongst  the  rest,  he 
bade  mo  reflect,  that  the  world  was  wide,  and  Lad  many  foantaina 
of  bitter  waters,  whereof — aa  I  was  an  easy,  good-natured  fellow 
—it  was  likely  to  be  my  lot  to  drink  more  largely  than  others ; — 
he  begged  me  to  remember  the  many  wholesome  lessons  he  had 
given  me.  and  to  forget  whatever  might  seem  to  mo  harsh  in  his 
own  conduct.  Then,  in  the  old-fashioned  way,  he  put  his  hands 
my  head,  and  bestowed  upon  me  an  earnest  and  devont 
'Uessing,  whilst  the  tears  started  in  both  of  our  eyes.  This  last 
not  he  concluded  by  taking  from  his  pocket  a  small  copy  of  the 
Bible,  which  he  put  into  my  hands  with  a  solemn  exhortation 
that  I  should  consult  it  in  all  my  troubles,  for  every  one  of  which, 
he  told  me,  I  should  find  appropriate  consolation.  I  promised, 
as  well  as  my  smothered  articulation  permitted,  to  obey  his  in- 
struolionB  to  the  letter ;  and.  from  the  feelings  of  that  moment, 
deemed  it  impossible  I  evercould  Lave  forgotten  or  neglected  them, 
fear  that  I  have  not  thought  of  thcra  as  much  since,  as  they  de- 

I.     The  little  Bible  I  still  keep  as  an  aficctionate  remem- 

30  of  my  very  good  old  friend. 

My  cronies,  all  this  time,  bad  been  following  me  from  place 
to  place, — watching  mo  as  1  packed  up  every  article  of  my 
baggage,  and  asking  me  hundreds  of  unmeaning  (juestions,  out  of 
the  very  fulness  of  their  hearts.  Their  time  came  nest.  We 
had  a  general  embrace ;  and  after  shaking  hands  with  every 
urchin  of  the  schoulroom  and  every  imp  of  the  kitoUon,  I  mounted 
my  plump  nag,  and  on  one  of  those  rich  mornings  of  the  Indian 
eummer,  when  the  sun  straggles  through  a  soft  mist,  and  sparkles 
on  the  hoar-frost,  I  broke  ground  on  my  homeward  voyage. 
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Daniel,  with  my  black  leather  trunk  resting  on  his  pommel — ^to 
be  carried  to  the  tavern  where  the  mail  stage  was  to  receive  it — 
led  the  way  throngh  the  lane  that  condacted  us  beyond  the  pre- 
einets  of  this  abode  of  learning  and  froliok,  and  I  followed,  look- 
ing back  faint-heartedly  upon  the  affectionate  and  envious  rank 
tod  file  of  the  school-room,  who  were  collected  in  one  silent  and 
wistful  group  at  the  door,  with  their  hard-visaged  commander 
towering  above  their  heads,  and  shading  his  brow  from  the  sun 
wiUi  his  hand,  as  he  watched  our  slow  progress.  Every  other 
face,  white  or  black,  upon  the  premises,  was  peering  above  the 
piling  that  inclosed  the  yard,  or  gleaming  through  the  windows 
of  the  kitchen.  Not  a  dry  eye  was  there  amongst  us;  and  I 
could  hear  my  old  master  say  to  the  boys,  '^  there  goes  an  honest 
chap,  full  of  gallantry  and  good  wilL"  In  truth,  this  parting 
touched  me  to  the  heart,  and  I  could  not  help  giving  way  to  my 
feelings,  and  sobbing  aloud ;  until  at  last,  reaching  a  turn  in  the 
road  that  concealed  us  from  the  house,  the  sound  of  a  distant 
eheering  from  the  crowd  we  had  left,  arose  upon  the  air,  and 
wafled  to  me  the  good  wishes  of  some  of  the  best  friends  I  have 
ever  parted  from." 

After  the  period  referred  to  in  this  narrative,  Ned  was  sent 
to  Princeton.  That  college  was  then  in  the  height  of  its  popu- 
larity, and  was  the  great  resort  of  the  southern  students.  Here 
he  ran  the  usual  wild  and  unprofitable  career  of  college  life.  His  '^' 
father  was  lavish,  and  Ned  was  companionable, — two  relative 
virtues  which,  in  such  circumstances,  are  apt  to  produce  a  luxu- 
riant fruit.  He  was  famous  in  the  classical  coteries  at  Mother 
Priestley*s,  where  they  ate  buckwheat  cakes,  and,  discussed  the 
state  of  parties,  and  where,  having  more  blood  than  argument, 
they  made  furious  bets  on  controverted  questions,  and  drank 
juleps  to  keep  up  the  opposition. 

Amidst  the  distractions  of  that  period  there  was  one  concern 


tt  vbioli  Ned  became  distiDgniebed,  Tbey  were  never  nithoat  a 
rappl;  of  goddesses  in  the  village,  to  whom  the  studants  devoted 
thomselves  in  the  spirit  of  chivalry.  They  fell  into  despair  by 
classes  ;  and  as  it  was  impraoticubte  to  allot  the  divinitiea  singly, 
these  were  allowed  eaoh  eomo  six  or  seTcn  worshippers  from  the 
coUege  ranks,  who  revolved  ajound  them,  like  a  system  of  roya- 
teritig  jitanetB,  bullying  each  other  ont  of  their  orbits,  and  cutting 
all  manner  of  capers  in  their  pale  light.  But  love,  in  those  days, 
was  not  that  tame,  docile,  obedient  minion  that  it  is  now.  It 
was  a  matter  of  bluster  and  bravado,  to  swear  round  oaths  for, 
and  to  be  pledged  in  cups  at  Gifford's.  They  danced  with  the 
beauties  at  all  the  mcrry-mukJugs,  and,  in  fact,  metamorphosed 
Cupid  into  a  bluff  Hector,  and  di'o^igud  him  by  the  heels  around 
every  tavern  of  the  village. 

As  the  miatresaca  were  appurtenant  to  the  elass,  they  were 
changed  at  the  terms,  and  given  over  to  the  successors  ;  whereby 
it  generally  fell  out,  that  what  advantage  the  damsels  gained  in 
the  number  of  their  admirere,  was  more  than  bolanocd  by  the 
disadvantage  of  age.  But  n  collegian's  arithmetic  makes  no 
differeuoe  between  seventeen  and  thirty.  Nay,  indeed,  some  of 
the  most  desperate  love  affairs  happened  between  the  sophomores 
and  one  or  two  perdurable  belles,  who  had  been  besonneted 
through  the  college  for  ten  years  before. 

It  was  Ned's  fortune  to  drop  into  one  of  these  pitrfalla,  and  he 

^H'lns  only  saved  ftrom  an  actual  elopement  by  a  rare  occidt'nt  which 

^B  J6emed  to  have  been  sent  on  purpose  by  his  good  genius;  for.  on 

■  '    the  very  evening  when  this  catastrophe  was  to  have  been  brought 

about,  ho  fell  .into  a  revel,  and  then  into  a.  row,  and  then  into  a 

deep  sleep,  from  which  he  awoke  the  next  morning,  shockingly 

mortified  to  find  that  he  had  not  only, forgotten  his  appointment, 

but  also  his  character  as  a  man  of  sober  deportment.    The  lady's 
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pride  took  alarm  at  the  occurrence,  and  Ned  very  solemnly  took 
to  mathematics. 

Now  and  then,  the  affairs  of  this  bustling  little  community 
were  embellished  with  a  single  combat,  which  was  always  regarded 
as  a  highly  interesting  incident ;  and  the  abstruse  questions  of 
the  duello  were  canvassed  in  councils  held  at  midnight,  in  which, 
I  learn,  the  chivalrous  lore  displayed  by  Ned  Hazard  was  a  mat- 
ter of  college  renown. 

Engrossed  thus,  like  the  states  of  the  dark  ages,  in  the  cares 
of  love,  war,  and  politics,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the 
arts  and  sciences  should  have  fallen  into  some  disesteem.  This 
period  of  Ned's  life,  indeed,  resembled  those  feudal  times,  whei 
barons  fought  for  lady  love, — swaggered,  and  swore  by  their 
saints. — and  frightened  learning  into  the  nests  of  the  monkS 
Still,  however,  there  was  a  generous  -love  of  fame  lurking  in  his 
constitution,  which,  notwithstanding  all  the  enticements  that 
waylaid  his  success,  showed  itself  in  occasional  fits  of  close  and 
useful  study. 

It  pains  me  to  say,  that  Hazard's  days  of  academic  glory  were 
untimely  cropped ;  but  my  veracity  as  a  chronicler  compels  me 
to  avow,  even  to  the  disparagement  of  my  friend,  that  before  his 
course  had  run  to  its  destined  end,  he  made  shipwreck  of  his  for- 
tunes, and  received  from  the  faculty  a  passport  that  warranted 
an  unquestioned  egress  from  Nassau  Hall ; — the  same  being  con- 
ferred in  consideration  of  counsel  afforded,  as  a  friend  true  and 
trusty,  to  a  worthy  cavalier,  who  had  answered  the  defiance  of  a 
gentleman  of  honor,  to  ''  a  joust  at  utterance." 

Thus  shorn  of  his  college  laurels,  Ned  crept  quietly  back  to 
Swallow  Bam,  where  his  inglorious  return  astounded  the  sooth- 
sayers of  the  neighborhood.  For  awhile  he  took  to  study  like  a 
Pundit, — though  I  have  heard  that  it  did  not  last  long, — and  in 
the  lonely  pursuits  of  this  period  he  engendered  that  secret  love 
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of  advcntaro  and  picturesque  incident,  tliat  tooli  btm  upon  liic 
cckbnited  (.'xpcditiun  round  tlie  Horn.  But  it  in  no  degree 
cuiii^ucrcd  his  niirtliful  temper.  His  mind  is  still  a  fairj  land, 
iuhabitod  bj  pleasant  and  conceited  images,  winged  cbarmers, 
laughing  phantoms,  and  meilow  spectres  of  froliok. 

He  is  regarded  in  tbe  family  aa  the  next  heir  to  Swallow 
Horn ;  but  the  marriage  of  bis  sister,  and  soon  afterwards,  the 
demise  of  his  father,  disctoacd  the  incumbered  condition  of  the 
froebold,  to  which  be  had  before  been  a  stranger.  He  has  still, 
however,  a  comfortable  patrimflay;  and  Frank  Meriwether  hav- 
ing by  arrangement  taken  possession  of  the  inheritance,  together 
with  the  family,  ^'ed  has  ample  liberty  to  pursue  bis  own  whims 
in  regard  to  bis  future  occapution  in  life.  Frank  holds  the 
•state,  for  tbe  present,  under  un  honorable  pledge  to  relieve  it  of 
its  burdens  by  a  gradual  course  of  thrifty  husbandry,  which  he 
seems  to  be  iu  a  fuir  way  of  accomplishing  ;  so  that  Ned  may  be 
said  still  to  bavo  a  profitable  reversion  in  the  domain.  But  he 
baa  grown,  in  some  degree,  occesaary  to  Meriwether,  and  has 
therefore,  of  lato,  fixed  bis  residence  almost  entirely  at  Swallow 
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CHAPTER  VL 
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From  the  house  at  Swallow  Bam,  there  is  to  be  seen,  at  no  great 
distance,  a  clamp  of  trees,  and  in  the  midst  of  these  an  humble 
building  is  discernible,  which  seems  to  conrt  the  shade  in  which 
it  is  modestly  embowered.  It  is  an  old  structure  built  of  logs. 
Its  figure  is  a  cube,  with  a  roof  rising  from  all  sides  to  a  point, 
and  surmounted  by  a  wooden  weathercock  which  somewhat  re- 
sembles a  fish,  and  somewhat  a  fowl. 

This  little  edifice  is  a  rustic  shrine  devoted  to  Cadmus,  and 
here  the  sacred  rites  of  the  alphabet  are  daily  solemnized  by 
some  dozen  knotty-pated  and  freckled  votaries  not  above  three 
feet  high,  both  in  trowsers  and  petticoats.  This  is  one  of  the 
many  temples  that  stud  the  surface  of  our  republican  empire, 
where  liberty  receives  her  purest  worship,  and  where,  though  in 
humble  and  lowly  guise,  she  secretly  breathes  her  strength  into 
the  heart  and  sinews  of  the  nation.  Here  the  germ  is  planted 
that  fructifies  through  generations,  and  produces  its  hundred-fold. 
At  this  altar  the  spark  is  kindled  that  propagates  its  fire  from 
breast  to  breast,  like  the  vast  conflagrations  that  light  up  and 
purify  the  prairie  of  the  west. 
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The  echool-Lause  bas  boen  an  appendage  to  Swallow  BarD 
ever  since  iLc  infaocy  of  the  last  gcnoration.  Frank  Meriwether 
bae,  in  his  time,  estendcd  its  usefulness  by  opening  it  to  tbo  ao- 
comniociatiou  of  his  neighbors  ;  so  that  it  is  now  a  theatre  where- 
on a  bevy  of  pigmy  players  are  wont  to  enact  the  serio-comic  in- 
terludes which  belong  to  the  first  process  of  indoctrination.  A 
troop  of  these  little  sprites  are  seen,  every  morning,  wending 
their  way  across  the  Gelds,  armed  with  tin-kettles,  in  which  are 
deposited  their  apple-pies  or  other  store  for  the  day,  and  which 
nine  kettles  arc  generally  used,  at  the  decline  of  the  day,  aa 
dnuus  or  cymbals,  to  signalizi^  their  homeward  march,  or  as  re- 
)taclc8  of  the  spoil  pilfered  from  blackberry  bushes,  against 
lich  these  barefooted  Scythians  arc  prone  to  carry  on  a  preda- 


Throughout  tbo  day  a  continual  buzz  is  beard   from   this 
quarter,  oven  to  the  porch  of  the  mansion -house.     Hazard  and 
myself  occasionally  make  them  a  visit,  and  it  is  amusing  to  ob- 
serve how,  aa  we  approach,  the  murmur  becomes  more  distinct, 
until  reaching  the  door,  wo  find  the  whole  swarm  running  over 
their  long,  tough  syllables,  in  n  high  concert  pitch,  with  their  el- 
^^^^)Qws  upon  the  desks,  their  hands  covering  their  ears,  and  their 
^^^^hked  beels  beating  time  against  the  benches — as  if  every  urchin 
^^^^Etlieved  that  a  polysyllable  was  a  piece  of  discord  invented  to 
^^^■pmcnt  all  cars  but  his  own.     And,  high  above  this  din,  the 
^^^Kpstcr's  note  is  sounded  in   a  lordly  key,  like  the  occasional 
^^^Ppiuch  of  the  horn  in  an  orchestra. 

I  Tliis  little  empire  is  under  the  dominion  of  parson  Chub. 

He  is  a  plump,  rosy  old  gentleman,  rather  short  and  thick  set, 
with  the  blood-vessels  meandering  over  bis  face  like  rivulets, — a 
pair  ft  prominent  blue  eyes,  and  a  bead  of  silky  hair,  not  unlike 
the  covering  of  a  white  spaniel     He  may  be  said  to  bo  a  man  of 
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dunenBions,  with  an  cTident  'jiste  for  good  living  ;  aomcwliat 
cloven  in  liis  attire,  for  his  coat, — whieli  is  not  of  the  newest, — 
id  tleixmited  mtU  sundry  spots  tliat  are  scattered  over  it  in  con- 
stcllalioos,  Boaidcs  tbia,  lie  wears  au  immonae  cntvat,  which,  as 
it  is  wreathed  around  his  short  neck,  forms  a  bowl  beneath  his 
chin,  and, — as  Ned  says, — gives  the  parson's  head  the  appearance 
of  tlutt  of  John  the  Baptist  npon  a  charger,  as  it  is  soihctimcs 
represented  in  the  children's  picture  books.  His  beard  is  griz- 
(led  with  silver  stubble,  which  the  parson  reaps  about  twiuu  a 
week, — if  the  weather  be  fair. 

Mr  Chub  is  a  philosopher  after  the  order  of  Socrates.  Ho 
was  »»  emigrant  from  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  he  suffered  much 
tribulation  in  the  distnrbauces,  as  thej  are  mildl;  called,  of  hii 
much-ciiduring  couotry.  But  the  old  gentleman  has  weathered 
the  storm  without  losing  a  jot  of  that  broad  healthy  benevolence 
wiUi  which  nature  bos  euvcloped  his  heart,  and  whoso  ensign 
she  has  hoisted  in  his  face.  The  early  part  of  bis  life  had  been 
easy  and  prosperous,  until  the  rebellion  of  1798  stimulated 
his  rcpublloani&ui  into  a  fever,  and  drove  the  ful^-bloodcd  hero 
headlong  into  the  i|aarrel,  aud  put  him,  in  spite  of  his  peaceful 
profosaion,  to  standing  by  his  pike  in  behalf  of  his  prinoipkfl. 
By  this  unhappy  b<)iling  over  of  the  caldron  of  his  valor  he 
fell  under  the  ban  of  the  ministers,  and  tasted  his  siiare  of 
government  mercy.  His  house  was  burnt  over  bis  head,  his 
horses  and  hounds  (for,  by  all  accounts,  he  was  a  perfect  Ao- 
tcon)  were  "  ooufiscate  to  the  state,"  and  ho  waa  forced  to  fly. 
This  brought  him  to  America  in  no  very  compromising  mood  with 
royalty. 

Here  hia  fortunes  appear  to  have  been  various,  and  he  was 
tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  battledore  of  fate,  until  he  found  a  sung 
iiarbur  at  Swallow  Burn  |  where,  some  yeurs  ago,  ho  sat  down  in 


that  quiot  repoiio  which  i>  worried  and  butlgered  patriot  is  beet 
fitted  to  enjoy. 

He  is  a  goud  scholar,  and  haTing  confined  his  reading  entirely  to 
the  leuniiiig  [if  the  SQcients,  Lis  republicanism  ia  somewhat  after  the 
(j  riieian  mould.  Ue  has  never  read  any  politics  of  later  dat«  than 
thu  lime  of  the  Eiufieror  Confitantine, — not  even  a  newspaper; — 
BO  that  he  may  be  said  to  Lave  been  contemporary  with  .^seliines 
rather  than  Lcird  Castlercagh,  until  that  eventful  epoch  of  his 
life  when  his  blazing  roof-tree  awakened  him  from  his  anachrotuB- 
tieal  dream.  This  notable  interruption,  however,  gave  biiri  bat  a 
feeble  insight  into  the  moderns,  and  he  soon  relapsed  to  Thacy- 
didea  and  Livy,  with  some  such  glimmerings  of  the  American 
Revolution  upon  his  remembrance  as  most  readers  have  of  the 
exploil£  of  the  fir^t  Brutus. 

The  old  gentleman  baa  a  learned  passion  for  folios.  He  bad 
been  a  long  time  urging  Meriwether  to  make  some  additions  to 
his  collectiona  of  literature,  and  descanted  upon  the  value  of  aome 
of  the  ani^icut  authors  as  foundations,  both  moral  and  physical, 
to  the  library,  Frank  gave  way  to  the  argument,  partly  to  grati- 
fy the  parson,  and  partly  from  the  proposition  itself  having  & 
smack  that  touched  his  fancy.     The  matter  was  therefore  ci 


Pgxpeetsd  treasures  had  the  happiest  effect  upon  him.  There 
tuple  Becommoilatioii  for  this  new  sct|uiBitioQ  of  iiDcioDt  wis- 
lided  before  iis  arrival,  and  Mr.  Chub  u 
a  MTBnging  the  volumes  on  their  proper  shelves,  haviug,  af 
report  affirms,  altered  the  arraQgemcnt  at  least  seven  times  during 
that  period. 

After  this  matter  was  settled,  he  regularly  spent  his  oveningfl 
in  the  library.  Frank  Meriwether  was  hardly  behind  the  parson 
in  this  fancy,  and  took,  for  a  short  time,  to  abstruse  reading. 
They  both,  consequently,  deserted  the  little  family  circle  every 
evening  after  tea,  and  might  havccontinued  to  do  so  all  the  winter 
but  for  a  discovery  made  by  Hazard. 

Ned  had  seldom  joined  the  two  votaries  of  science  in  their  phi- 
losophical retirement,  and  il  was  whispered  in  the  family  that  the 
paraon  was  giving  Frank  a  quiet  course  of  leotores  in  the  ancient 
philosnphy,  for  Meriwether  was  known  to  talk  a  good  deal,  about 
that  time,  of  the  old  and  new  Academicians.  But  it  happened 
upon  one  dreary  winter  night,  during  a  tremendous  snowstorm, 
which  was  bauging  the  shutters  and  doors  of  the  house,  that  Ned, 
iiaving  waited  in  the  parlor  for  the  philosophers  until  midnight, 
set  out  to  iDvade  their  retreat, — ^not  doubting  that  he  should  find 
Ihcni  deep  in  study,  When  he  entered  the  library,  both  candles 
were  burning  in  their  sookcts,  with  long,  untrtumod  wicks ;  the 
fire  was  reduced  to  its  last  ombcrg,  and,  in  an  arm-chair  on  one 
aide  of  the  table,  the  parson  was  discovered  in  a  sound  sleep  over 
Jeremy  Taylor's  Doctor  Dubitantium;  whilst  Frank,  in  another 
chair  on  the  opposite  side,  was  snoring  over  a  folio  edition  of 
Montaigne.  And  upon  the  table  stood  a  small  stone  pitcher 
containing  a  residuum  of  whiaky-punch,  now  grown  cold.  Frank 
started  up  in  great  eoDsternation  upon  hearing  Ned's  footstep 
bmidi;  bini,  and,  from  that  time,  almost  entirely  deserted  the 
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librar}'.  Mr.  Chub,  however,  was  not  so  easily  drawn  away  from 
th(;  career  of  his  humor,  and  still  shows  his  hankering  after  his 
Icathor-coatod  friends. 

It  is  an  amusing  point  in  the  old  gentleman's  character  to 
observe  his  freedom  in  contracting  engagements  that  depend  upon 
his  purse.  He  seems  to  think  himself  a  rich  man,  and  is  continu- 
ally bt^eoming  security  for  some  of  the  neighbors.  To  hear  him 
talk,  it  would  be  supposed  that  he  meant  to  renovate  the  affairs 
of  the  whole  county.  As  his  intentions  are  so  generous,  Meri- 
wether does  not  fail  to  back  him  when  it  comes  to  a  pinch ; — ^by 
reason  of  which  the  good  squire  has  more  than  once  been  obliged 
to  pay  the  penalty. 

Mr.  Chub's  character,  as  it  will  be  seen  from  this  description 
of  him,  possesses  great  simplicity.  This  has  given  rise  to  some 
practical  jokes  against  him,  which  have  caused  him  much  annoy- 
ance. The  tradition  in  the  family  goes,  that,  one  evening,  the 
worthy  divine,  by  some  strange  accident,  fell  into  an  excess  in  his 
cu])M  ;  and  that  a  saucy  chamber-maid  found  him  dosing  in  his 
ehair.  with  his  pipe  in  his  mouth,  having  the  bowl  turned  down- 
ward, and  the  ashes  sprinkled  over  his  breast.  He  was  always 
dintinguislied  by  a  broad  and  superfluous  ruffle  to  his  shirt,  and, 
on  this  occasion,  the  mischievous  maid  had  the  effrontery  to  set 
it  on  lire.  It  produced,  as  may  be  supposed,  a  great  alarm  to  the 
l)ars()n,  and,  besides,  brought  him  into  some  scandal ;  for  he  was 
roused  up  in  a  state  of  consternation,  and  began  to  strip  himself 
of  his  clothes,  not  knowing  what  lie  was  about.  I  don't  know  how 
far  lie  expo.sed  liimsolf,  but  tlie  negro  women,  who  ran  to  his  relief, 
made  a  fine  story  of  it. 

Hazard  once  reminded  him  of  this  adventure,  in  my  presence, 
and  it  was  diverting  to  .scu  with  what  a  comic  and  quiet  .shoopish- 
ness  he  bore  the  joke.     lie  half  closed  Iiis  eyes  and  puckered  up 


liB  montli  u  SeA  prooeodei] ,  Bnd  wlii-u  llic  ttrorv  c 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

TRACES  OF  THE  FEUDAL  SYSTEM. 

Virginia  has  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  an  independent 
nation.  She  enjoyed  in  the  colonial  state  a  high  degree  of  the 
favor  of  the  mother  country ;  and  the  blandishments  of  her  climate, 
together  with  the  report  of  her  fertile  soil  and  her  hidden  territo- 
rial resources,  from  the  first  attracted  the  regard  of  the  British 
emigrants.  Her  early  population,  therefore,  consisted  of  gentle- 
men of  good  name  and  condition,  who  brought  within  her  confines 
a  solid  fund  of  respectability  and  wealth.  This  race  of  men  grew 
vigorous  in  her  genial  atmosphere ;  her  cloudless  skies  quickened 
and  enlivened  their  tempers,  and,  in  two  centuries,  gradually 
matured  the  sober  and  thinking  Englishman  into  that  spirited, 
imaginative  being  who  now  inliabits  the  lowlands  of  this  state. 
When  the  Revolution  broke  out.  she  was  among  the  first  of  its 
champions,  ardent  in  the  assertion  of  the  principles  upon  which 
it  turned,  and  brave  in  the  support  of  them.  Since  that  period, 
her  annals  have  been  singularly  brilliant  with  the  fame  of  orators 
and  statesmen.  Four  Presidents  have  been  given  to  the  Union 
from  her  nursery.  The  first,  the  brightest  figure  of  history ;  the 
otliors  also  master-spirits,  worthy  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  greatest 
of  tlieir  day.  In  the  light  of  these  men  and  of  their  gallant 
uont-^mnoraries,  she  ha?  found  a  glory  *•    stimulate  her  ambition. 
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and  to  minister  io  her  pride.  It  is  not  wonderful  that  in  these 
oiiviuDstanoes  she  should  deem  herself  a  predominant  star  in  the 
Union.  It  is  a  feature  in  her  education  and  policy  to  hold  all 
otW  interests  subordinate  to  her  own. 

Her  wealth  is  territorial ;  her  institutions  all  savor  of  the 

^il ;  her  population  consists  of  landholders,  of  many  descents, 

unmixed  with  foreign  alloy.     She  has  no  large  towns  where  men 

niaj  meet  and  devise  improvements  or  changes  in  the  arts  of  life. 

Slie  may  be  called  a  nation  without  a  capital.     From  this  cause 

she  has  been  less  disturbed  by  popular  commotions,  less  influenced 

bj  popular  fervors,  than  other  communities.      Her  'laws   and 

liabits,  in  consequence,  have  a  certain  fixedness,  which  even  reject 

many  of  the  valuable  improvements  of  the  day.     In  policy  and 

government  she  is,  according  to  the  simplest  and  purest  form,  a 

republic :  in  temper  and  opinion,  in  the  usages  of  life,  and  in 

the  qualities  of  her  moral  nature,  she  is  aristocratic. 

The  gentlemen  of  Virginia  live  apart  from  each  other.  They 
are  surrounded  by  their  bondsmen  and  dependents ;  and  the  cus- 
tomary intercourse  of  society  familiarizes  their  minds  to  the 
relation  of  high  and  low  degree.  They  frequently  meet  in  the 
interchange  of  a  large  and  thriftless  hospitality,  in  which  the 
forms  of  society  are  foregone  for  its  comforts,  and  the  business 
of  life  thrown  aside  for  the  enjoyment  of  its  pleasures.  Their 
halls  are  large,  and  their  boards  ample;  and  surrounding  the 
great  family  hearth,  with  its  immense  burthen  of  blazing  wood 
casting  a  broad  and  merry  glare  over  the  congregated  household 
and  the  numerous  retainers,  a  social  winter  party  in  Virginia 
affords  a  tolerable  picture  of  feudal  munificence. 

Frank  Meriwether  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  class  I  have  de- 
scribed. He  seeks  companionship  with  men  of  ability,  and  is  a 
sealous  disseminator  of  the  personal  fame  of  individuals  who 
have  won  any  portion  of  renown  in  the  state.    Somotiinos,  I  even 
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ik  he  exagfer&U*  n  little.  wIicd  dcacnDiing  upnu  tlic  prodi^e." 
genius  thnt  htive  been  reared  in  the  Old  Dnminion  ;  &nd  he 
mifestty  seeius  ti)  consider  that  a  joung  nisn  who  hs-)  twlon* 
whole  village  iti  A'irgiuia  by  the  i^pleudor  nf  bl«  talents. 
It,  of  oourae,  ho  known  tbroaghout  the  FJiiit^-d  SUtes; — for 
frequently  opens  his  eyes  Bit  me  with  an  air  of  asioniabmeni 
'VhtMi  I  happen  to  ask  him  who  is  thi'  marvel  be  i»  Bpeakiug  nf. 

I  observe,  moreover,  thut  be  ban  a  constitational  fondness  lor 

paradoxes,  and  does  not  scruple  to  adopt  aud  republish  any  api>- 

thegm  that  is  calculated  to  Btftrtle  one  by  its  novelty      He  tias  a 

ispondeuce  with  sever*!  old  friunds,  who  were  with  him  at 

^lege,  and  who  have  now  riaen  into  an  extensive  political  uoto- 

Ity  in  the  Mate  ; — these  gcntlemeu  furnish  him  with  many  new 

,rrentB  of  thought,  along  which  he  glides  with  a  happy  velocity 

'fle  is  esDontially  meditative  in  hia  character,  and  somewhat  givcu 

[IMiimation;  and  these  traita  have  uoramnnicated  a  ccrlflin 

measured  and  deliberate  gestieulation  to  his  discourse.     I  hare 

frequently  seen  him  after  dinner  stride  backward  and  forwiird 

aorosa  the  room,  for  some  moments,  wrapped  in  thought,  and  then 

fling  Uimself  upon  the  sofa,  nod  come  out  with  some  weighty 

doubt,  expressed  with  a  solemn  emphasis.    In  this  form  he  lately 

conversation,  or  rather  a  speech,  that  for  a  moment  quite 

'4iHconoerted  me.     "  After  all,"  said  be,  as  if  he  had  been  talking 

me  beforo,  although  these  wore  the  first  worda  be  uttered — 

ilwn  making  a  parenthesis,  so  as  to  qualify  what  he  was  going  to 

iy — -  I   ilnn't  deny  llint   the   steamboat   is  destined  to  produce 

luable  results— but  aft*r  all,  I  much  <|uegtion — {and  liere  ho 

>%it  his  upper  lip,  and  paused  an  instant) — if  we  are  nut  better 

'-without  it.    I  declare,  I  think  it  strikes  deeper  at  the  eupreumcy 

'of  the  states  than  most  persons  arc  wilting  to  allow.      This  anni 

,tion  nf  space,  sir,  is  not  to  be  desired,    Uur  protection  against 

evils  uf  consolidatiuu  consists  in  tlie  very  ohslacles  to  uar  lu 
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ieroonrse.  Splatterthwaite  Dubbs  of  Dinwiddie— (or  some  snob 
name, — Frank  is  famous  for  quoting  the  opinions  of  bis  contem- 
poraries. This  Splatterthwaite,  I  take  it,  was  some  old  college 
cbam  who  bad  got  into  the  legislature,  and  I  dare  say  made 
pungent  speeches,)  Dubbs  of  Dinwiddle  made  a  good  remark — 
That  the  home  material  of  Virginia  was  never  so  good  as  when 
her  roads  were  at  their  worst.*'  And  so  Frank  went  on  with 
quite  a  harangue,  to  which  none  of  the  company  replied  one  word, 
for  fear  we  might  get  into  a  dispute.  Every  body  seems  to  un- 
derstand the  advantage  of  silence  when  Meriwether  is  inclined 
to  be  expatiatory. 

This  strain  of  philosophizing  has  a  pretty  marked  influence 
in  the  neighborhood,  for  I  perceive  that  Frank's  opinions  are 
very  much  quoted.  There  is  a  set  of  undcr-talkers  about  these 
large  country  establishments,  who  are  very  glad  to  pick  up  the 
crumbs  of  wisdom  which  fall  from  a  rich  man's  table ;  second- 
hand philosophers,  who  trade  upon  other  people's  stock.  Some 
of  these  have  a  natural  bias  to  this  venting  of  upper  opinions,  by 
reason  of  certain  dependencies  in  the  way  of  trade  and  favor : 
others  have  it  from  affinity  of  blood,  which  work^  like  a  charm 
over  a  whole  county.  Frank  stands  related,  by  some  tie  of  mar- 
riage or  mixture  of  kin,  to  an  infinite  train  of  connections,  spread 
over  the  state ;  and  it  is  curious  to  learn  what  a  decided  hue  this 
gives  to  the  opinions  of  the  district.  We  bad  a  notable  example 
of  this  one  morning,  not  long  after  my  arrival  at  Swallow  Bam. 
Meriwether  had  given  several  indications,  immediately  after 
breakfast,  of  a  design  to  pour  out  upon  us  the  gathered  rumina- 
tions of  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  but  we  had  evaded  the  storm 
with  some  caution,  when  the  arrival  of  two  or  three  neighbors, — 
plain,  homespun  farmers, — ^who  had  ridden  to  Swallow  Barn  to 
execute  some  papers  before  Frank  as  a  magistrate,  furnished  him 
with  an  occasion  that  was  not  to  be  lost    After  dispatching  their 
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!  detained  them,  ostenaiblj  to  inquire  ubout  their 
crops,  and  other  mutters  of  their  vocation, — but,  in  reality,  to 
give  them  that  very  flood  of  politics  which  wi!  bad  esoapod.  We, 
of  course,  liBtencd  without  concern,  since  we  were  assured  of  an 
auditory  that  would  not  flincb.  In  the  course  of  this  disijuisition, 
ho  made  use  of  a  figure  of  speech  which  savored  of  some  pre- 
vious study,  or,  at  least,  was  highly  in  the  oratorical  vein.  "  Mark 
me,  gentlemen,"  said  he,  contracting  his  brow  over  his  fine 
thoughtful  eje,  and  pointing  the  forefinger  of  his  left  hand 
directly  at  the  face  of  the  person  he  addressed,  "  Mark  me, 
\  gentlemen, — you  and  I  may  not  live  to  see  it,  but  our  children 
X  will  see  it,  and  wail  over  it — the  sovereignty  of  this  Union  will 
be  as  the  rod  of  Aaron  ; — it  will  turn  into  a  serpent,  and  swallow 
up  all  that  struggle  with  it,''  Mr,  Chub  was  present  at  this 
solemn  denunciation,  and  wa,?  very  much  aficcted  by  it.  He  rub- 
bed his  hands  with  some  briskness,  and  uttered  bis  applause  in  a 
short  hut  vehement  panegyric,  in  which  were  heard  only  the  do- 
tached  words — ''Mr.  Burke — Oiocro." 

The  next  day  Ned  and  myself  wero  walking  by  tho  school- 
house,  and  were  hailed  by  Rip,  from  one  of  tho  windows,  who,  in 
a  sly  under  tone,  as  he  beckoned  us  to  come  close  to  him,  told 
us,  "  if  we  wanted  to  hear  a  regular  preach,  to  stand  fast,"  We 
could  look  into  the  schoolroom  unobserved,  and  there  was  our 
patriotic  pedagogue  haranguing  the  hoys  with  a  violence  of  action 
that  drove  an  additional  supply  of  blood  into  his  face.  It  was 
apparent  that  the  old  gentleman  had  got  much  beyond  the  depth 
of  bis  hearers,  and  was  pouring  out  his  rhetoric  more  from  orator- 
ical vanity  than  from  any  hope  of  enlightening  his  audience.  At 
the  most  animated  part  of  his  strain,  be  brought  himself,  by  a 
kind  of  climas,  to  tho  identical  sentiment  uttered  by  Meriwether 
tho  day  before.  He  warned  his  young  hearers — the  oldest  of 
them  was  not  above  fourteen — "  to  keep  a  lynx-eyed  gaze  upon 
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^st  serpent-like  ambition  which  would  convert  the  govemment 
^t  Washington  into  Aaron's  rod,  to  swallow  up  the  independence 
of  tlieir  native  state." 
This  conceit  immediately  ran  through  all  the  lower  circles  at 

Sirallow  Barn.     Mr.  Tongue,  the  overseer,  repeated  it  at  the 

blacksmith's  shop,  in  the  presence  of  the  blacksmith  and  Mr. 

Absalom  Bulrush,  a  spare,  ague-and-feverish  husbandman  who 

occupies  a  muddy  slip  of  marsh  land,  on  one  of  the  river  bottoms, 

which  is  now  under  mortgage  to  Meriwether  ;  and  from  these  it 

has  spread  far  and  wide,  though  a  good  deal  diluted,  until  in  its 

circuit  it  has  reached  our  veteran  groom  Carey,  who  considers 

the  sentiment  as  importing  something  of  an  awful  nature.     With 

the  smallest  encouragement,  Carey  will  put  on  a  tragi-comic  face, 

shake  his  head  very  slowly,  turn  up  his  eyeballs,  and  open  out 

his  broad,  scaly  hands,  while  he   repeats   with   labored  voice, 

^  Look  out,  Master  Ned  !  Aaron's  rod  a  black  snake  in  Old  Vir- 

ginny !"     Upon  which,  as  we  fall  into  a  roar  of  laughter,  Carey 

stares  with  astonishment  at  our  irreverence.     But  having  been 

set  to  acting  this  scene  for  us  once  or  twice,  he  now  suspects  us 

of  some  joke,  and  asks  "  if  there  is'nt  a  copper  for  an  old  negro," 

which  if  he  succeeds  in  getting,  he  runs  oflf,  telling  us  *^  he  is  too 

'cute  to  make  a  fool  of  himself" 

Meriwether  does  not  dislike  this  trait  in  the  society  around 
him.  I  happened  to  hear  two  carpenters,  one  day,  who  were 
making  some  repairs  at  the  stable,  in  high  conversation.  One 
of  them  was  expounding  to  the  other  some  oracular  opinion  of 
Frank's  touching  the  political  aspect  of  the  country,  and  just  at 
the  moment  when  the  speaker  was  most  animated,  Meriwether 
himself  came  up.  He  no  sooner  became  aware  of  the  topic  in 
discussion  than  he  walked  off  in  another  direction, — affecting  not 
to  hear  it,  although  I  knew  he  heard  every  word.  He  told  me 
afterwards  that  there  was  ^  a  wholesome  tone  of  feeling  amongst 
the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country." 


CHAPTER  Vm. 
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AiiotiT  four  milea  below  Swallow  Barn,  on  tbe  same  bank  of 
the  rivor,  is  a  tract  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  Tbo  Brakes. 
The  principal  feature  in  tLis  region  ia  an  estJsnsiTO  range  of  low 
lands,  reaobiug  back  from  tbe  river,  and  bounded  by  distant  forest, 
from  the  Leart  of  which  tower,  above  the  mass  of  foliage,  a  num- 
ber of  naked  branches  of  decayed  trees,  that  are  diatinotly  visible 
in  this  remote  perspective.  These  lowlands  are  checkered  by 
numberless  gulHcs  or  minute  water-courses,  whose  direction  is 
marked  out  to  the  eye  by  thickets  of  briers  and  brambles.  From 
this  characteristic  the  estate  has  derived  its  name. 

A  hill  rises  from  this  level  ground,  and  on  its  top  is  placed  a 
large  plain  building,  with  wings  built  in  exact  uniformity,  and  con- 
nected with  the  centre  by  low  but  lengthened  covered  ways.  The 
whole  structure  is  of  dark  brick,  with  little  architectural  embellish- 
ment. It  was  obviously  erected  when  the  ornamental  arts  were  not 
uiucb  Btteuded  to,  although  thero  is  an  evident  aim  at  something 
of  this  kind  in  the  fancy  of  the  chimneys  which  spring  up  from  the 
sharp  gable-ends  of  the  building,  and  also  in  the  conceited  pyramids 
into  which  tlie  roofs  of  the  low  square  wings  have  been  reared. 
The  artist,  however,  has  certainly  failed  m  producing  effect,  if  hiB 


blitian  Eoarcii  above  the  ide»  of  &  sober,  capacious,  and  gcntle- 
Wuhkv  minsioQ. 

Seen  froin  the  river,  the  bnildiagB  stand  partly  in  the  shade 
rfi  range  of  immenBe  lombord;  poplars,  which  retrent  down  the 
tifl  m  the  opposite  direction  until  the  line  diutinishes  from  the 
rinr.  Negro  huts  are  scattered  about  over  tho  landscape  in  that 
profttsion  which  Iwlongs  to  a  Virginia  plantation. 

This  establishment  constitutes  the  family  residence  of  Mr. 
Isaac  Tracy,  known  generally  with  his  territorial  addition, — of 
The  Brakes. 

Mr.  Tracy  is  now  upwards  of  seventy  ycara  of  »ge.  He  has 
been  for  many  years  past  a  widower,  and  seems  to  stand  like  a 
landmark  in  the  stream  of  time,  which  is  destined  to  have  every 
thing  gliding  past  it,  itself  unchunged.  Tlio  old  gentleman  was  a 
sturk  royalist  in  llie  days  of  the  Bevolution,  and  only  contrived 
to  escape  the  confiscation  of  his  estate  by  preserviug  a  strict 
and  eanttona  neutrality  during  the  war.  Ue  still  adheres  to  the 
ancient  costume,  and  is  now  observed  taking  his  rides  in  tho 
morning,  in  a  long-waisted  coat,  of  a  snuff  oulor,  and  having  three 
large  figured  gilt  buttous  set  npuu  the  euffs,  which  are  slashed 
after  an  antii^uated  fashion,  lie  wears,  besides,  ruffles  over  his 
hands,  and  has  a  certain  trig  and  i^uaint  appearance  given  by  his 
tight,  dark-colored  small-clotheB,  and  long  boots  with  tops  of 
brown  leather,  so  disposed  aa  to  show  a  little  of  his  white  stoekings 
near  the  kuec.  His  person  is  Tail  and  emaciated,  with  a  withered 
and  rather  severe  exterior.  A  formality,  correspondent  with  his 
appearance,  is  oonspicaous  in  hia  manners,  which  are  remarkable 
for  their  scrupulous  and  sprightly  politeness ;  and  his  houaohold 
mducted  with  a  degree  of  precision  that  throws  a  certain  air 
^telincss  over  the  whole  family. 

Ho  has  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  youngest  has  already 
ted  perhaps  her  twenty-third  year,  and  aa  only  so 


younger.     C&tharine,  the  oldust  of  thia  family,  bu  the  reputation 

of  being  particularly  well  educated ;  but  her  ftcquirement  is 
probably  cnhaaccd,  in  the  common  estimation,  by  a  thoughtful 
iuid  rather  formal  cast  of  cliarnoter, — a  oertiiu  aobernesa  in  the 
discharge  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  life, — and  a  grave  turn  of 
ooDTersation,  suoh  as  belongs  to  vomen  who,  from  temperament, 
are  not  wont  to  enjoy  with  any  great  relish,  nor  perceive  with 
observant  eyes,  the  pleasant  things  of  cziatenoc. 

Bel,  the  younger  sister,  is  of  a  warmer  compleiion.  Nature 
has  given  ber  au  exuberant  flow  of  spirits,  which,  in  spite  of  a  stiff 
and  rigid  education  imposed  upon  her  by  her  father,  frequently 
breaks  through  the  trammels  of  discipline,  and  shows  itself  in  tho 
vaiions  forms  which  a  volatile  temper  assumes  in  the  actions  of 
au  airy  and  healthful  girl.  Still,  however,  her  sentiments  are 
what  nurture  boa  made  them,  notwithstanding  her  physical 
elements.  She  hue  been  accustomed  to  tbe  cautious. and  authori- 
tative admonitions  of  her  father,  which  have  inculcated  a.  severe 
and  exaggerated  sense  of  personal  respect,  and  a  rather  too 
rigorous  estimate  of  the  proprieties  and  privileges  of  her  sex. 
These  girls  early  lost  their  mother ;  and  their  father,  at  that 
period  advanced  in  years,  bad  already  parted  with  his  fondness 
for  society.  The  consequence  was  that  The  Brakes,  during  tlio 
minority  of  the  children,  was  a  secluded  spot,  cut  off  from  much 
of  tbnt  sort  of  commerce  with  the  world  which  is  almost  essential 
to  enliven  and  mature  the  sympatbiea  of  young  persons. 

Both  Catharine  and  Bel  are  pretty,  but  after  different  models. 
The  eldest  is  a  placid,  circumspeot,  inaccessible  kind  of  beauty. 
Bel,  on  the  other  hand,  is  headlong  and  thoughtlcjts,  with  quick 
impulses,  that  give  her  the  charm  of  agreeable  expressioH,  although 
ber  features  are  irregular,  and  would  not  stand  a  critical  c: 
tion.  Her  skin  is  not  altogether  clear;  her  mouth  is  large, 
her  eyes  of  a  dark  gray  hue. 
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Ralph,  the  brother,  is  a  tall,  ill  made,  awkward  man,  with  black 
ejes,  and  black  hair  curled  in  extravagant  profusion  over  his  head. 
He  contracted  slovenly  habits  of  dress  at  college,  and  has  not 
since  abandoned  them ;  has  a  dislike  to  the  company  of  women, 
fills  up  his  conversation  with  oaths,  and  chews  immense  quantities 
of  tobacco.  He  has  an  unmusical  voice,  and  a  swaggering  walk, 
and  generally  wears  his  hat  set  upon  one  side  of  his  head.  He 
professes  to  be  a  sportsman,  and  lives  a  good  deal  out  of  doors, 
not  being  fond,  as  he  says,  of  being  stuck  up  in  the  parlor  to 
hear  the  women  talk.  Kalph,  however,  is  said  to  be  a  good  fellow 
at  bottom,  which  means  that  he  does  not  show  his  best  qualities  in 
front.  He  is  famous  for  his  horsemanship,  and  avows  a  strong 
partiality  for  Bel  on  account  of  her  skill  in  the  same  art,  which, 
Balph  says,  comes  altogether  from  his  teaching. 

This  family  has  always  been  on  terms  of  intimacy  at  Swallow 
Barn,  and  of  late  years  their  intercourse  has  been  much  increased 
by  the  companionship  which  has  been  cultivated  between  the 
ladies  of  the  two  houses.  Frank  Meriwether  holds  the  character 
of  Mr.  Tracy  in  great  respect,  and  always  speaks  of  him  in  a  tone 
of  affection,  although  the  old  gentleman,  Ned  says,  is  a  bad 
listener  and  a  painful  talker,  two  qualities  which  sort  but  ill  with 
the  prevailing  characteristics  of  Meriwether. 

There  are  some  points  of  family  history,  affecting  the  relations 
of  these  two  gentlemen,  which  I  shall  find  occasion  hereafter  to 
disclose. 


Yov  have  now,  mj  dear  Zack,  the  friills  of  my  first  experiences, 
bcre  at  Swallow  Baru,  offered  to  yon  in  a  series  of  Ekctfhea, 
which  will,  at  least,  show  you  that  I  have  not  been  idle  in  my 
trayolicr- vocation  during  my  first  fortnight.  These  labors  of 
mine  will  reach  you  regularly  ohaptcred  and  ticketed,  after  the 
most  approved  fashion  of  Iwok -making,  and  will  convince  joa 
that  I  am  in  earnest  in  my  purpose.  So  far  you  have  been  enter- 
tained— you  see,  1  take  that  for  granted,  assuming  to  myself  iLo 
airs  of  an  author — ^with  a  set  of  pictures  from  stilL-Ufe — (still 
enough,  oven  to  the  point  of  drowBiness,  you  will  say) — a  tittle 
gallery  of  landscapes  and  portraits,  whieh,  in  my  judgment,  were 
necessary  as  preliminaries  to  what  I  maj^nrite  in  future.  You 
now  understand  cxaclly  where  I  am,  and  what  kind  of  good 
people  I  have  around  me,  and  will  be  all  the  better  prepared  for 
the  little  romauce  of  domestic  life  which  I  am  about  to  weave  out 
of  my  every-day  occurrences.  What  my  romance  will  come  to, 
it  b  impossible  to  foretell,  as  it  is  to  grow  up  out  of  the  events 
of  the  day.  These  sometimes  naturally  develop  themselves 
through  the  regular  stages  of  a  story  and  a  plot,  but  ofteuer  run 
off  into  nothing.     How  it  is  to  (axe  io  my  case,  you  will  find  out 
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only  by  the  reading.  So,  abandoning  myself  to  my  destiny  in 
this  particular,  I  resume  my  task  at  this  ninth  chapter,  which, 
being  of  a  bucolical  character,  I  ha^c  entitled  ^'  an  eclogue." 


Hazard  and  I  often  take  long  rambles  together — spending  a 
whole  morning,  sometimes,  on  foot.  In  these  idle  wanderings  we 
fall  into  strange  caprices.  The  tide  of  animal  spirits  rises  above 
the  level  which  sober  people  call  discretion,  and  we  are  apt  to 
get,  without  being  aware  of  it,  into  the  empyrean  of  foolery.  I 
believe  many  wise  men,  if  they  would  make  an  honest  confession, 
often  find  themselves  in  such  a  case ; — the  best  fellows  in  the 
world,  if  not  the  wisest, — and  I  am  not  sure  that  the  best  and 
wisest  are  so  wide  apart,  as  many  think  they  are — but  the  best 
constructed  men,  I  am  quite  convinced,  are  familiar  with  these 
vagaries.  A  genial,  happy  spirit  has  a  great  tendency  to  leap 
out  of  the  circle  of  conventional  proprieties,  and  now  and  then  to 
make  a  somerset.  I  have  read  of  seemingly  very  grave  men 
doing  this, — and  liked  them  the  better  for  it. 

When  Ned  and  I  get  into  the  woods,  it  is  rather  a  favorite 
amusement  to  practise  ludicrous  caricatures  of  the  drama,  which 
Ned  calls  imitations  of  the  most  distinguished  actors.  Some- 
times we  deliver  pompous  harangues  as  if  we  were  in  a  senate^ 
and  keep  up  a  debate  in  a  very  impressive  way,  with  abundance 
of  parliamentary  phrase  and  action. 

A  few  mornings  ago,  about  the  first  of  July,  we  found  our- 
selves abroad  on  one  of  these  excursions.  The  weather  was  un- 
usually pleasant  and  Ned  was  more  buoyant  than  I  had  yet  seen 
him,  which  gave  an  unwonted  license  to  the  range  of  his  flights. 
Of  course,  I  became  almost  as  absurd  as  himself — for  it  is  my 
nature  to  take  snob  contagions  violently.  We  strained  the 
4» 
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strings  of  propriety  until  they  were  ready  to  erect.     Our  mad- 
tiesB  mo  (Ilia  luoroing  upon  oar  fcata  of  singing. 

'^  Mark,"  said  \ed  to  me,  *"  I  am  traly  BEtottished  that  yon 
can  find  aiDHEcment  in  this  preposterous  flourish  of  joar  voice. 
Arc  yoa  not  aware  tliat  you  malie  s  dismal  coinpromise  of  your 
proper  and  inherent  dignity — if  it  is  inherent,  which  I  don't 
belierc — by  bawling  in  this  fashion  in  the  woods?  What  wonld 
yoa  think  of  yourself  if  any  solwr.  solemn  sort  of  person  should 
happen  to  be  near  and  to  overhear  that  execrable  attempt  at  a 
trill  1  Your  voice,  especially  In  its  A  sharp  tn J  its  B  flat,  is  per- 
fectly horrid ;  your  manner  is  bad,  and  yonr  attitude  altogether 
Now  lisle Q  and  look,  and  be  instructed'' — 

Here  Ned  sent  forth  a  vociferous  slave,  which  be  drew  out 
into  manifold  qttaTcrs. 

'■What  do  you  think  of  thatT"  said  he,  with  a  brisk  and  per- 
emptory look,  OS  if  he  had  done  something  to  astound  me. 

"  Tut — that's  a  mere  sijoall — a  servile  imitation  of  Garcia," 
I  replied.     "  It  wants  force,  expression,  majesty.     Lend  me  your 
^^^    wrs" — 
^^^k       And  here  I  returned  him  a.  flourish,  greatly  improving  on  bis 

^^^B  "  Hark, — I  see  you  are  vain  of  that.  Perhaps  you  have  a 
^^^Btlgbt  to  be  until  yon  hear  me  again — but  not  afterwards.  So,  sit 
^^^Riovn  and  be  attentive.  Let  me  have  no  interruptions  of  applause 
^^^rpy  clapping  of  hands — no  bravos.  Restrain  your  transports,  and 
^^^FbeBtow  all  your  attention  upon  the  pathos  of  this  strain.  I  ohal- 
^f^louge  criticism" — 

I  With  this  prelude,  Ned  aasiunoil  the  attitude  of  a  hero  of  the 

opera,  pressing  his  hands  pnsaiouately  upon  his  bosom,  throwiu^r 

his  cIImiws  forward  and  eyes  upward,  as  be  poured  forth  a  loud 

I  and  long  bravura  strain,  which  raised  an  echo  in  the  depths  of 

the  wood.     We  had,  thronghout  this  fiirce,  adapted  our  vocal  cz- 
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tnivBgancies  io  words  not  less  ridiculous  than  the  strain.  Ned, 
in  this  effort,  was  expending  the  force  of  his  burlesque  humor  in 
a  series  of  repetitions,  upon  a  couplet  which  was  inspired  by  a 
lady  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter.  The  words 
were, 

Bel  Tracy  against  the  field  1 
Against  the  field,  Bel  Tracy  1 

The  name  was  reverberated  through  the  woods  in  a  multitude 
of  fiintastical  trills,  set  off  with  inordinately  theatrical  gestures. 

"  A  merry  morning,  Mr.  Edward  Hazard !"  said  Bel  Tracy, 
reining  up  her  horse  immediately  at  his  back.  '^If  I  am  to  be 
put  against  the  field,  I  should  prefer  to  have  it  kept  secret." 

"  My  sister  Bel,"  said  Catherine,  who  was  also  on  horseback 
close  at  hand,  ^^  feels  greatly  flattered  by  your  considerate  notice 
of  her." 

"  The  devil !"  said  Ned,  hastily  glancing  his  eye  at  me,  "  What 
a  march  they  have  stolen  on  us  I" 

^  Decidedly,  a  most  delicate  compliment,"  said  Harvey  Biggs, 
a  gentleman  in  the  train,  ^'  such  an  unpremeditated  expression  of 
preference !" 

<<  Humph !"  uttered  Balph  Tracy,  the  fourth  and  last  of  the 
party.  "  You  call  that  singing,  I  suppose,  Ned  ?" 

Ned  was  utterly  confounded  by  this  quadruple  assault,  which 
was  made  not  without  a  spirited  accompaniment  of  laughter. 

This  cavalcade  had  been  galloping  with  noiseless  footfall  along 
the  sandy  road,  until  they  had  got  within  a  short  distance  of  our 
position,  where  they  had  halted  unobserved  and  had  the  full  bene- 
fit of  Ned's  unlucky  essay  at  the  bravura ;  and  as  he  drew  to  a 
close,  they  came  stealthily  upon  our  rear  and  affected  the  surprise 
I  have  related.  Ned  looked  sheepishly  at  the  invaders,  in  a  state 
of  comic  perturbation, — ^for  no  man  can  stand  such  a  flagrant  ex- 
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poaarc,  oven  nndtr  the  most  favorable  oiroumaUnoeB,  much  lew 
-when  alteiiJod  witli  sucU  aggrav-atinii  m  the  pcrsoiutl  rcfcrent-e  :d 
tliia  ciLSe  preseutc'i — anil  iiftcr  some  little  time  necessary  to  col- 
lect his  Btlf-paaBQeBion,  betliinking  himself  of  me  to  whom  the 
whole  compUiny  were  straogera,  be  iDtroduced  me,  Buying,  when  he 
had  done  so— 

"  You  have  caught  us,  Bel,  at  our  rehearsal.  Odd  enough 
that  you  should  steal  behind  the  ECcnes  at  such  a  moraeut.  I 
have  told  Littleton  all  about  you,  and  how  fond  you  are  of  lulian 
music,  so  wo  determined  to  prepare  a  tterenade  for  you" 

"  The  music  very  soft  and  son  time  ntal,"  interrupted  Harvoy — 

"  Quito  aatisfactory,  Edward,"  said  Bel. — "  I  think  we  are  lucky 
in  havingheard  it  here,  as  that  will  save  you  the  trouble  of  repeat- 
ing it  at  The  Urukcs.  My  father's  taste  is  not  modern  euongh  for 
8uoh  striuns.  Isn't  it  a  pity,  Mr,  Littleton,"  eho  added,  appealing 
to  me, — "  that  Edward  Hazard  should  be  bo  mereilcsa  to  his 
friends  ?" 

"  Hazard  has  already  created  so  strong  an  interest  in  ma  to 
make  your  acquaintanee.  Miss  Traoy,"  I  replied,  '■  that  I  scarcely 
regret  the  ludicrous  accident  which  has  brought  it  about  so  Eoon." 

''  Forgive  nie,  Bel,"  said  Haaard,  "  I  own  I  am  the  most 
egregiouB  buffoon,  and  the  moet  unlucky  one.  besides,  in  the  coun- 
try. Littleton  and  I  have  been  running  riot  al!  the  morning — 
bnt  whether  in  jest  or  earneat,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  the 
worae  of  me  that  you  are  always  uppermost  in  ray  thoughts." 

As  be  said  this  he  approached  familiarly  to  her  stirrup  and 
offered  bis  band,  which  she  took  with  great  kindness.  She  re 
marked  that  they  were  then  on  their  way  to  Swallow  Bam,  and 
would  no  longer  interrupt  our  atudioa.  Upon  this  she  and  Harvey 
Biggs  rode  forward  at  a  gallop,  Harvey  looking  back  over  hiu 
ahouldor  and  calling  out — 

"  Ned,  of  course,  I  shan't  report  you  lo  Meriwether.  1  shaJ] 
be  tender  of  ymr  reputation. " 
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^  The  devil  take  his  tenderness/'  said  Ned,  as  they  rode  off; 
^  hell  make  the  most  of  this." 

Catharine  and  Ralph  followed  more  leisurely. 
Ned  stood  looking  at  the  retreating  party  for  some  moments. 
Bel  was  mounted  on  a  beautiful  sleek  bay  mare,  which  sprang 
forward  with  a  gay,  spirited  motion.  Her  graceful  and  neat  fig- 
ure showed  to  great  advantage  as  she  flew  out  of  our  sight  almost 
at  high  speed.  Her  dress  was  a  dark  green  riding  habit,  fanci- 
lolly  braided  over  the  breast  and  accurately  fitting  her  shape. 
She  wore  a  light  cap  of  the  same  color,  with  a  frontlet  sufficiently 
prominent  to  guard  her  face,  and  over  her  right  shoulder  floated 
a  green  veil  which  fluttered  in  the  breeze  like  a  gay  pennon — but 
not  more  gay  than  the  heart  it  followed. 

"  Was  there  ever,"  said  Ned,  turning  round  to  me,  after  this 
troop  had  disappeared, "  was  there  ever  a  more  unlucky  discovery 
than  tliat !  Of  all  persons  in  the  world,  to  be  caught  in  the  height 
of  our  tomfoolery  by  that  little  elf  Bel  Tracy  !     Just  to  be  taken 
in  the   high  flood  of  our    nonsense !       And    with  Jier   name, 
too,  ringing   through  these  grave  and  silent  woods !     I  should 
scarcely  have  regarded  it  if  it  had  happened  with  any  body  else ; 
but  she  has  such  a  supcrserviceable  stock  of  conceit  about  ele- 
gance and  refinement  in  her  mind,  that  I  don't  doubt  she  will 
find  in  this  silly  adventure  a  pretext  to  abuse  me  for  the  next 
twelvemonth.     And  then,  she  will  go  home  and  tell  that  stiff  old 
curmudgeon,  her  father,  that  I  am  the  very  antipodes  of  a  polished 
man.     Faith,  she  has  said  that  before  !      And  Harvey  Eiggs — '* 
added  Ned,  musing — "  will  not  improve  the  matter,  because  he  will 
have  his  joke  upon  it.     And  then  sister  Kate  ! — she  will  pro- 
nounce my  conduct  undignified ; — that's  her  word  :  and  so  will 
Bel,  for  that  matter.     Why,  Mark,  in  the  name  of  all  the  devils  1 
hadn'  t  you  your  eyes  about  you  ?" 

"  Egad,"  said  I,  ^  they  surprised  our  oamp  without  alarming 


tbe  •ntinels.  Bat  after  all,  vhat  a  it?  Tb«;  can  only  bb;  the; 
met  a  pair  of  fboh  ia  the  forest,  and,  Dertatnlj,  tkey  need  not 
trvnl  far  to  do  that,  mnf  da;  P 

"  Bj  the  bj,  Mu-k,"  M*d  N«d,  ehw^iig  hia  mood,  and  bright- 
enisg  up  into  a  pleaaantu  state  of  letSttg.  -did  ;oii  note  BcI'h 
boraemaDdhip, — Low  light  and  ftartees  ahe  rides  1  And,  like  ft 
bir;,  cornea  at  jroor  bidding,  too )  She  reada  de«criplions  of  ladies 
of  chiralr;,  and  takes  the  field  in  imitatioa  of  them.  Her  bead  is 
fall  of  these  fiucies,  and  she  almost  persosdes  herself  that  this  is 
the  foorleenth  ccotar;.  IXd  yoa  obeerrc  her  dainty  fist,  'mio- 
iardly  begWed,' — as  the  old  minstrels  have  it? — ^e  looga  to 
have  a  merlin  perched  apon  it,  and  is  therefore  endeavoring  to 
train  a  hawk,  that,  when  she  takes  the  air,  she  may  go  in  the 
gnise  of  an  ancient  gentlewoman.  She  should  be  foUowod  by  her 
falconer" 

"  And  have  a  pair  of  greyhounds  in  her  (run,"  said  I. 

"  Aye,  and  a  pigc  in  a  silk  doublet,"  added  Ned. 

"  And  a  gallant  cavalier,"  I  rejoined,  "  to  brenk  a  lanoe  for  her, 
Instead  of  breaking  jokes  upon  her  I  am  almost  tempted  to 
cbampioD  her  cause,  against  auch  a  lardon  as  yon,  myself.  Bat 
lot  ns  hasten  back  to  Swallow  Bam,  for  our  presence  vHl  be 


Hk     Aft 


After  this  advuntare  we  rettimed  to  the  ninnsioD-bonse,  with 
10  misgiving  en  the  part  of  Hazard.  He  talked  aboat  it  all 
the  way,  and  dwelt  soniewliat  fearfully  upon  the  raillery  of  Harvey 
Riggs  and  Meriwether,  who.  ha  observed,  were  not  likely  to  dri)p 
B  joke  before  it  was  pretty  well  worn. 
^  The  (tervanls  were  leading  off  the  horses  as  we  arrived  at  tho 
tte,  and  the  family,  with  Ibeir  visitors,  were  cnllcctod  in  the 
'pOTob,  with  all  cyo?  turned  Co  us  At  we  approached.  There  was  n 
general  uproar  of  laughter  at  Ned,  who  touk  it  in  good  pnrt 
though  with  not  inAuy  words 


^ 
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When  the  mirth  of  the  oompany  had  run  through  its  course, 
Bel  called  Hazard  up  to  her,  and  said : 

^  You  are  a  shabby  fellow,  Edward.  I  have  two  causes  of 
quarrel  with  you.  You  have  not  been  at  The  Brakes  for  a  week 
or  more — and  you  know  we  don't  bear  neglect : — and  secondly, 
I  don't  think  you  hare  a  right  to  be  frightening  Mr.  Littleton 
with  my  name,  however  lawful  it  may  be  to  amuse  the  gentle 
geese  of  the  James  Kiver  with  it." 

"  Bel,"  replied  Hazard,  "  upon  my  honor,  I  never  was  more 

solemn  in  my  life  than  at  the  very  moment  you  rode  upon  us. 

And  as  to  my  remissness,  I  have  had  no  sentiment  on  hand  since 

Mark  Littleton  has  been  with  me,  and  I  did  not  know  what  I  should 

say  to  you.     Besides,  I  have  a  regard  for  Mark's  health,  and  I 

was  not  disposed  to  interrupt  it  with  one  of  your  flirtations.     He 

is  a  little  taken  already,  for  he  has  been  praising  you  and  your 
mare  ever  since  you  passed  us.     If  he  knew  what  a  jockey  you 

were  in  all  things,  he  would  give  you  very  little  encourjigement." 

"  Pray  heaven,"  said  Bel, "  if  he  be  a  virtuous  man,  he  be  not 
spoiled  by  such  a  madcap  jester  as  yourself!  Mr.  Littleton,  I 
hope  you  will  not  believe  Edward,  if  he  has  been  teUing  you  any 
thing  to  my  disadvantage; — I  am  never  safe  in  his  hands." 

^  I  will  tell  you  what  I  told  him,  Bel,"  said  Hazard,  getting 
round  close  to  her  ear,  where  he  whispered  what  was  too  low  to 
be  heard. 

^  You  are  incorrigible !"  cried  Bel,  laughing,  and  at  the  same 
time  shaking  her  riding  whip  at  him.  And  with  these  words  she 
ran  into  the  hall,  and  thence  up  stairs,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
ladies. 

"'Isn't  she  a  merry  creature  ?"  said  Ned  to  me,  in  an  affeo* 
tionate  tone,  as  we  entered  the  door  in  the  rear  of  the  party. 


The  party  from  The  Brakes  caused  a  great  nproor  within  the 
wbitom  traiii|a[]  prcciuota  of  Swallow  Barn.  The  ladies  had  con- 
gragat«d  in  one  of  the  chambers,  from  whence  might  be  heard 
that  fitful  outbreak  of  exclamation  and  laughter  rising  above  a 
bntiy  Tunrmnr  of  prattle,  which,  as  far  a^  my  esperience  goes,  is 
characteristic  of  every  gathering  of  women.  Below,  the  hall  re- 
ccboed  with  the  bluff  greetinga  of  the  gentlemen,  the  harsh  tramp 
of  boots  upon  the  unoarpeted.  floor,  and  that  noisy,  mirthful  play 
of  frolic  spirits  which  ia  equally  cbarscteriBtio  of  SQch  assembk- 

I  mast  say  something  of  Harvey  Riggs.  Picture  to  your 
mind,  a  gquare-bailt,  somewhat  sturdy  figure,  of  medium  height, 
or  rather  below  it ;  a  weather-beaten  visage  and  dry  complexion, 
pock-marked  not  a  little  ;  the  riponcss  of  forty  brooding  upon  it 
and  hatching  a  little  nosl  of  iJioughllings  about  the  eyca,  which 
arc  rather  indefinitely  of  a  greenish  gray,  ebort-sightcd  and  spark- 
ling; a  small  upturned  nose,  a  large  and  well-shaped  month,  an 
UDcommonlj  large  bead,  rendered  slightly  gorgonic  by  a  shock  of 
disorderly  iron-bued  hair  which  carls  upon  the  c-ollur  of  his  cuat. 
Add  le  these  a  negligent  style  of  dress,  a  coat  rather  too  large,  a 
black  neckcloth  maoh  too  loosely  tied,  with  long  ends  pointing 
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towmrds  each  shoulder,  and  a  ourioas  variety  of  color  shown  in 
the  several  garments ;  and  you  will  have  all  the  prominent  fea- 
tures of  his  exterior.  You  may  recognize  in  the  blandness  of  his 
manners,  and  the  mellowness  of  his  general  expression,  a  man 
who  has  had  a  full  share  of  conversation  with  the  world ;  who  has 
seen  it  in  its  pleasant  aspects,  is  familiar  with  revels,  and  has  "  sat 
up  late  o'  nights,"  and  often  enough  been  caught  by  the  dawn  at 
a  card-table.  His  countenance — I  use  this  word  in  its  ancient 
significance  as  including  his  whole  apparition — though  one  of  un- 
questionable and  almost  unmitigated  homeliness,  is  far  from  dis- 
pleasing ;  which  may  be  ascribed  to  its  perfectly  natural  keeping, 
and  absence  of  all  pretension. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  find  men  of  this  mould  great  favorites  in 
female  society.  Women  discriminate  very  shrewdly  in  personal 
qualifications,  and  have  an  instinctive  appreciation  of  a  warm- 
hearted good  fellow,  as  Harvey  is.  Every  body  here  likes  him. 
His  strong  and  earnest  good  sense,  his  learned  skill  in  the  ways 
of  society,  and  a  certain  happy  waggishness  of  temper,  give  him 
great  advantages.  He  is  a  kinsman  of  the  Tracy  family,  and  has 
recently  come  from  Richmond  upon  a  visit  to  The  Brakes,  which 
he  does  very  often,  I  am  told ;  being  fond  of  his  relations  there, 
and  equally  fond  of  Ned  Hazard. 

Some  refreshments  were  placed  upon  the  sideboard  in  the 
parlor  opening  upon  the  hall.  It  is  a  common  custom  here  in 
Virginia,  about  an  hour  before  dinner,  to  prepare  a  bowl  of  toddy, 
which  is  generally  made  of  the  finest  old  Jamaica  spirit,  or  rum 
of  St.  Croix,  and  being  well  brewed  is  iced  almost  to  the  freezing 
point.  This  is  taken  by  way  of  whetting  the  appetite,  which  is 
generally  sharp  enough  without  such  strapping.  But  appetite  or 
not,  this  toddy,  as  I  can  avouch,  is  quite  a  pleasant  thing  to  han- 
dle. Harvey  R^s  has  a  distinguished  reputation  in  the  concoc- 
tion of  this  beverage,  and  as  it  was  now  the  time  of  day  to  be 
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looking  aA«r  il,  li«  was  alnadj  at  the  lideboard  engaged  in  his 
Tontion. 

'^Xed,"  ^id  he.  u  viih  a  flxaaU  pitdicr  in  each  hand  he  was 
biujr  in  poaring  bis  brewnge  from  odu  to  the  other,  "  huw  far  do  yon 
mU  it  from  here  to  the  spot  wIigtb  we  Crmd  ^qa  this  morning?'' 
What  do  you  mean  hy  Irmi  f  asked  Xed 
■•"Where  yoa  were  caught,  and  couldn't  help  jonrself^  and 
queer,  when  Bel  heard  joa  aqnalllng  her  Dane  so  fero- 
dotuly.     How  far  is  that  from  bore)" 

"  A  mile  and  upwards,''  said  Ned.  "  Sarvej,  jou  might  have 
giren  as  notice  I  know  Bel  thinks  it  was  very  onbcoomiDg  in 
me;  and  so  it  would  hare  been  if  I  had  been  awan  she  was 
within  hettring." 

**  Bel,  yon  know,  has  rather  stately  notions  of  deconun,"  re- 
plied Harvey,  "  but  for  your  comfort,  Ned,  t  cau  nraure  yon  we 
threw  all  Etatclinesa  to  the  winds  this  morning.  Bel  and  I  rode 
tiiat  mile  in  three  minutes.  There's  a  girl  for  you !  Poor  cousin 
Kale  followed  us  at  a  demure  gallop,  with  Balph  grumbling  all 
the  way,  because  she  wouldn't  race  as  we  did.  It  was  '  Bel  Tracy 
against  the  fit^ld'  sore  enough.  How  does  that  musio  go,  Nedt 
Let  Meriwether  bear  it" 

"You  really  did  play  that  prank,  Ned?"  sud  Meriwether  in- 
tcrrogatircly — doubting  the  story  aa  a  mcro  jest.  -^  Is  it  true 
that  you  were  engaged  in  that  way  with  our  friend  Littleton?" 

"  Perfectly  and  literally  true,  as  you  have  heard  it,"  said  I. 

"  I  am  greatly  Bstontsliud,"  returned  Meriwether. 

"  Bel  would  have  astonished  you  more,"  said  Riggs,  "  if  you 
had  sKi^a  her  flying  this  way  afterwards.  She  thinks  no  more  of  a 
ditch  or  a  moderate  worm-fence,  than  she  does  of  a  demi-seini- 
quaver.     She  goeR  over  them  Binging. 

"The  world,  I  fear,  doesn't  get  wisdom  wkh  age,"  rejoined 
Frank.  "  I  rather  think  this  fantastical  opera-einging — what  do 
^oncallilNcd? — bravura? — ^whiohst 
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r,  even  of  such  men  as  Ned  Hazard  here— I  suppose  you 
took  a  hand,  Littleton,  only  from  civility — these  capers  on  the  pari 
of  the  men,  and  leaping  ditches  and  fences  hy  the  women — I  rather 
think  we  should  have  frowned  upon  such  things  twenty  years 
ago  in  Virginia.  But  manners  change,  morals  change  also :  the 
tendencies  of  government,  as  Burke  remarks,  in  those  masterly 
reflections  on  the  French  Bevolution  " 

^  I  oome  as  an  ambassador  from  The  Brakes,"  said  Harvey 
Biggs,  who  had  been  too  busy  with  his  operations  at  the  side- 
board to  note  Meriwether's  lapse  into  the  philosophizing  vein, 
and  which  he  now  broke  in  upon  at  this  critical  moment,  when 
Frank  was  in  the  act  of  mounting  a  favorite  hobby — ^'  I  come  as 
an  ambassador  with  a  commission  from  Mr.  Tracy  to  you.  Here 
is  an  epistle,  as  the  old  gentlemen  terms  it,  directed  to  you, 
Meriwether,  and  which  I  am  to  put  into  your  hands, '  with  care 
and  speed,'  as  he  was  particular  to  say.  Singleton  Swansdown 
is  expected ;  and  arrangements  are  to  be  made  for  the  immediate 
settlement  of  that  interminable  boundary-line  dispute,  which  has 
been  vexed  for  forty  years.  My  good  kinsman,  Mr.  Tracy,  is 
anxious  that  you  should  aid  him  to  expedite  Swansdown's  depar- 
ture, and  I  venture  to  add  my  own  request,  in  the  name  of  charity 
and  all  the  cardinal  virtues,  that  you  will  detain  this  gentle  car- 
pet-knight the  shortest  practicable  time." 

"  I  devoutly  believe,"  replied  Meriwether,  "  that  if  this  old 

lawsuit  between  our  families  should  be  brought  to  a  close  by  this 

device, — even  if  it  should  go  in  Mr.  Tracy's  favor, — it  will  cost 
him  some  unpleasant  struggles  to  part  with  it." 

"  It  is  impossible  to  settle  it,"  said  Harvey:  "  all  the  oracles 
are  against  it.  Mammy  Diana,  who  is  a  true  sibyl,  has  uttered  a 
prophecy  which  runs  thus — '  That  the  landmarks  shall  never  be 
stable  until  Swallow  Barn  shall  wed  The  Brakes.'  Ned,  the  hopes 
of  the  family  rest  upon  you." 

Meriwether  opened  the  letter,  and  read  as  follows : 
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"  Dear  and  Ecspcotetl  Friend, — Touchmg  the  question  of  the 
Uwsuit  whinb,  notwitbstandiDg  the  erronoous  judgmeuta  of  our 
ooorts,  still  hangs  in  nnhappj  Buspense,  I  am  moved  by  the  con- 
flidemtion  urged  in  your  seDsible  epistle  to  me  of  the  fifteenth 
altimo,  to  submit  the  same,  with  all  the  mfttlcra  of  fact  aud  law 
pertinent  to  a  right  decision  thereof,  to  mutual  friends,  to  arbL 
trate  the  same  between  na  ;  not  doubting  that  the  conclusion  will 
be  agreeable  to  both,  and  corroborative  of  the  impressions  which 
I  have  entertained,  unaltered,  frorm  the  first  arising  of  this  con- 
troversy with  my  venerated  neighbor,  the  late  Walter  Hazard. 

"  What  stake  I  have  is  insignificant  in  comparison  of  the  valu« 
of  vindicating  the  ground  on  vrhich  I  have  stood  for  forty  years 
and  upwards,  and  also  of  relieving  our  lineal  and  collateral  liiadred 
&om  vexatious  disputes  in  time  to  coue. 

"  I  have  written  to  niy  young  friend,  Singleton  0,  Swansdown, 
Esq,  of  Mehcrrin, — " 

"Very  young !"  interrupted  Harvey, "  almost  as  juvenile  as 
the  lawsuit  "— 

"  Sou  of  my  Iat«  worthy  kiDsman,  Qilbert  Swansdown,  as  a 
proper  geulleman  to  act  in  my  behalf;  and  late  letters  from  him 
signify  his  ready  pleasure  to  do  me  this  service.  My  advices  in- 
form me  that  ho  will  bo  at  The  Brakes  in  this  present  week. 
Although  I  could  hare  wished  that  this  arbitrament  should  in 
nowise  fall  into  the  hands  of  lawyers — seeing  that  we  have  both 
bad  reason,  to  our  eost,  to  pray  for  a  deliverance  from  the  tribe — 
yet,  nevertheless,  it  is  not  beeomiug  in  me  to  object  to  your  nom- 
ination of  Philpot  Wart,  Esq.  who  is  a  shrewd  and  wary  man,  and 
will  doubtless  strive  to  do  the  right  between  us, 

"  I  would  desire,  moreover,  that  it  bo  understood  as  a  pre- 
liminary, that  no  respect  shall  be  bad  to  the  quibbles  and  law 
quirks  wbcr^ith  the  courts  have  entertained  themselves,  to  my 
detriment,  hitherto  la  these  premises. 
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"  Praying  that  unDeoessary  delay  shall  not  hinder  the  speedy 
return  of  Mr.  Swansdown,  when  his  occasions  shall  call  him  hence, 
I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself, 

Respected  and  dear  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

Isaac  Tracy." 

"  Habit  converts  our  troubles  into  pleasures,"  said  Meriwether, 
as  he  stood  with  this  letter  in  his  hand,  after  he  had  finished  read- 
ing it,  and  now  began  to  descant,  in  one  of  his  usual  strains ; 
^and  my  old  friend  Tracy  has  so  long  interested  himself  with  this 
inconsiderable  claim — ^for  it  is  not  of  the  value  of  a  sharpshin — 
one  hundred  acres  of  marsh  land,  which  no  man  would  buy — that, 
to  tell  the  truth,  I  would  long  since  have  given  it  up  to  him,  if  I 
did  not  think  it  would  make  the  old  gentleman  unhappy  to  take  the 
weight  of  it  off  his  mind.  Felicity,  sir,  is  an  accident ;  it  is  mo- 
tion, either  of  body  or  mind ;  a  mode  of  being,  as  the  logicians 
call  it.  Let  the  best  machine  of  man  be  constructed,  with  all 
the  appurtenances  of  strength,  faculty,  thought,  feeling,  and  with 
all  the  appliances  of  competence  and  ease,  and  it  will  rust  from 
disuse;  the  springs  and  wheels  will  grow  mouldy;  the  pipes 
become  oppilated  with  crudities,  and  death  will  ensue  from  mere 
obstruction.     But  give  it  motion " 

"  But  what  do  you  think,"  interrupted  Harvey, "  of  the  old 
gentleman's  selecting  Singleton  Swansdown  to  reverse  the  decision 
of  all  the  courts  in  Virginia,  with  Philly  Wart,  too,  to  back 
them  ?" 

"The  shrewdest  person,"  replied  Meriwether,  smiling,  and 
bringing  down  his  left  hand  over  his  face,  as  he  threw  his  head 
backward,  "  doubtless  may  be  beguiled  by  his  prepossessions. — 
Singleton's  a  right  good  fellow  after  all ;  and  Mr.  Tracy  has  a 
great  respect  for  him,  growing  out  of  family  connections,  and  his 
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a  very  kind  anil  eonuUialorj 


regulated  tone  of  i 
to  theolilgentlouian." 

"  But  he  is  such  3D  aes,"  said  Hurvey, ''  and  I  hod  like  to  have 
blanilercd  out  as  much,  yesterday  at  dinner,  when  Mr.  Tracy  told 
UH  he  was  coining  to  The  Brakes ;  bat  happily,  I  was  afraid  to 
ewear  before  my  cousin  Kate  " 

"  Why  I  dare  say,"  rejoined  MeriwetUer,  '■  Swanadown  will  be 
entirely  competent  to  this  ease,  particoJarly  with  my  friend  Pliilly 
K(t  his  elbow,  to  show  him  hia  road.  I  have  been  turning  over  in 
M'  Biy  mind,"  he  contiaued,  aside  to  Riggs, "  to  contrive  to  give  the 
old  gentleman  the  advantogc  in  the  lawsuit,  if  I  can  so  arrange 
it  3B  to  let  him  win  it  upon  a  ithow  of  justice  ;  for  if  he  BUapected 
Bje  of  a  voluntary  concession  to  hioL,  he  would  not  be  pleased ; 
and,  upon  my  conscience  \  I  find  a  difficulty  in  managing  it." 

"  Can't  oar  friend  Wurt, "  said  Harvey,  "  patch  up  a  case 
against  you,  that  shall  deceive  even  Mr.  Tracy?" 

"  I  shall  so  instruct  him,"  replied  Meriwether,  "  and  it  will 

afford  us  some  speculation  ta  observe  how  reluctantly  my  good 

ivill  part  with  this  bantling  of  his,  when  it  is  decided." 

"  It  has  been  his  inducement,"  said  Harvey,  "to  study  the  laws 

I'Of  Virginia  from  beginning  to  end  ;  and  it  has  furnished  him  more 

L'^Bonversation  than  any  other  incident  of  his  life." 
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The  dinner  hour  found  onr  company  in  that  happy  mood  which 
belongs  to  the  conviviality  of  country  life.  Eager  appetite  and 
that  conscious  health  which  grows  upon  out-door  exercise,  and 
which  brings  cheerfulness  to  the  spirit  as  physical  beauty  brings 
pleasure  to  the  eye, — these  tell  more  visibly  upon  a  party  in  the 
country,  than  they  ever  do  in  town.  You  will  never  know  your 
friend  so  well,  nor  enjoy  him  so  heartily  in  the  city  as  you  may  in 
one  of  those  large,  bountiful  mansions,  whose  horizon  is  filled  with 
green  fields  and  woodland  slopes  and  broad  blue  heavens.  Of 
all  the  conditions  of  life,  give  me  ample  country  -space,  a  generous, 
wide-sheltering  roof,  and  my  chosen  cronies, — male  and  female, — 
gathered  under  it  at  my  summons  to  spend  weeks  together ! 
Then  horses,  sunshine,  and  pleasant  breezes, — and  a  morning  for 
the  fields  and  the  by-ways  amougst  the  hills,  with  my  little  squad- 
ron of  choice  spirits  to  keep  abreast  with  me  and  my  fantasies ! 
Then  let  us  have  dinner  with  its  vigorous  appetites : — I  shall  not 
be  particular  in  the  sauces. — And  after  that  the  placid  evening, 
and  the  rich  and  honest  old  books,— or  the  pranks,  I  care  not 
how  boyish  and  girlish. — We  have  no  age  and  no  premeditated 
proprieties  under  my  roof; — ^we  go  for  good  fellowship  and  a  little 
harlequinade  now  and  then.     Merry  Andrew  is  a  king  in  his  way. 


These  *re  my  desires.     I  am  glad  to  see  something  of  tb'a  com- 
plezioD  here  at  Swalloir  Bara.     Mj  narrative  points  to  tliat. 

We  ordinarily  dine  abont  three  o'clock.  On  the  present  oo- 
oaaion  we  were  two  hoars  before  we  left  the  table.  Bet  was  on  the 
top-gallant  of  her  spirits ;  and  Ned  Hazard  seemed  to  hare  de- 
voted himdelf  to  the  task  of  proroking  her  Tiracitj  bj  conttanal 
assault,  whieb  bad  a  tone,  sometimes,  of  satirical  criticism  npon 
her  impaled  foibles,  and  sometimes  of  doubtful  praise  of  her  im- 
puted perfections,  well  calculated  to  test  tier  good  nature  and  to 
increase  the  animation  of  her  defenca  In  both  which  particulars 
she  showed  very  plcowntlj.  and  maintained  her  ground  with  a 
skilful  tact.  Ned  evidentl;  found  a  gratification  in  her  triumphs, 
and  studiud  ocoasiona  to  moke  them  agreeable  to  herself ;  tbough 
his  manner  was  perilouslj  destitute  of  that  rererenci)  and  gentle 
submiasioD  which  alt  women  are  pleased  to  exact,  and  which  a 
pretty  woman,  eapeciallj,  considers  as  the  least  of  her  dues  from 


Bel  might  oven  have  found  a  pretext  to  be  offended  with 
Hazard,  bat  for  the  manifest  good  feeling  wbich  blazed  up  above 
all  hia  ruillery. 

Cntbarine  was  more  prudish  ;  and  Ned  and  Harvey  were  dis- 
creet enough  to  attempt  no  jest  with  her,  that  was  not  as  prndisli 
as  herself  I  cannot  saj  ho  much  for  Haeard, — but  of  Harvey 
RiggB  it  is  quite  obHerrable  that,  under  the  externals  of  a  vola- 
tile, swashing,  trenchant  manner,  he  maintains  a  careful  guard  to 
give  s  complimentary  flavor  to  his  demesDor,  which  rather  wins 
upon  the  aelf  love  of  his  company. 

Prudence  Bustaincd  her  part  variously,  and  was  alternately 
sentimental  and  mettlesome,  thoughtless  or  grave,  as  the  wind 
blow  towards  thoae  points. 

When  evening  came,  the  tide  of  pleasant  association  was  run- 
mng  BO  high  that  it  \raa  resolved  to  be  inexpodiont  to  interrupt 
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it  by  separation,  and  accordingly  a  messenger  was  dispatched  to 
The  Brakes,  to  say  that  the  party  wovld  remain  at  Swallow  Bam 
aU  night  Prudence,  I  observed,  figured  in  the  debate  on  that 
resolve,  and  rather  startled  us  by  repeating  some  lines,  which,  it 
strikes  me,  I  have  heard  before.  Xhey  ran  something  in  thlB 
wise: — 

"  Joy  BO  seldom  weaves  a  chiun 
Like  this  to-night,  that  oh  'tis  pain 
To  break  its  links  so  soon." — 

I  am  positive  Prudence  is  not  the  author  of  these  lines — she 
must  have  borrowed  them. 

After  tea,  the  ladies  made  a  concert  at  the  piano.  A  few 
lively  airs  were  so  suggestive  of  a  dance,  that  in  a  short  time  my 
cousin  Lucretia  was  seated  at  the  instrument,  and  our  whole 
company,  except  Meriwether,  was  on  the  floor  capering  through 
alternate  reels  and  cotillons. 

The  children  were  grouped  about  the  room  in  an  ecstasy  of 
delight.  Mistress  Barbara,  who  had  stolen  quietly  into  the 
apartment,  relaxed  her  features  into  a  wormwood  smile,  and  shook 
her  head  at  Harvey  Riggs's  drolleries  ;  and  the  domestics,  young 
and  old,  gathered  about  the  doorway,  or  peeped  in  at  the  win- 
dows. 

The  thermometer  of  mirth  rises  with  the  heat  of  exercise.  It 
was  now  getting  above  the  point  which  society  has  established  as 
the  upper  confine  of  elegant  decorum.  It  was  manifest  that  a 
romp  was  in  the  wind.  The  men  were  growing  too  energetic  in 
their  saltations ;  and  I  am  afraid  I  must  say  that  the  ladies  did 
not  decidedly  discourage  it.  Now  and  then,  indeed,  Catharine 
bridled  up  and  would  not  allow  Harvey  Biggs  to  give  her  such  a 
gyratory  fling  in  the  reel,  as  he  did  the  others ;  but  Bel  gave  way 
to  it  like  a  true  child  of  nature,  and  permitted  her  swift-flowing 
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blood  to  goide  tier  Bt«pa;  and  Pntdence,  at  a  little  distance,  fol- 
lowed ber  example. 

In  Ihe  midst  of  this  confused  and  mingled  scene,  Lacy  and 
Tictorine  appeared  tbe  verjr  personations  of  joj  in  the  graceful 
plajfalnees  of  their  age;  springing  aboat  with  the  essj  motions 
kod  delighted  looks  of  joang  Dorioes,  to  whom  the  world  is  a 
sannj  picture  of  pleasure  and  harmony. 

Exhansted,  at  length,  we  took  oar  seats,  and  gradually  sub- 
sided into  that  lower  and  more  eijoablc  temper  which  is  apt  to 
follow  riolent  excitements.  Harvey  Riggs  and  Sed  Hazard 
were  obacrred  to  withdraw  from  the  parlor,  and  it  waa  some  time 
befnre  they  reappeared.  In  their  absence  they  bad  bvtMi  making 
preparation  for  a  melodrama,  whicb  naa  now  nonoanced  by  Rip. 
The  subject  of  this  new  prank  nas  ^the  Babes  in  the  Wood." 
Bip  and  one  of  the  little  girls  were  to  enact  the  babes ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  due  time,  two  candles  were  set  upon  the  floor  to 
represent  the  stage  lights  ;  the  company  were  arranged  in  front; — 
the  children  were  laid  out,  and  ordered  to  keep  their  eyes  shut ; 
a  piece  of  baize  covered  them,  instead  of  leBTcs,  and  Rip  raised 
hia  head,  for  an  instant,  to  inform  the  audience  that  there  was  to 
be  a  great  storm.  Suddenly  a  servant  came  iu  and  put  out  the 
oandlua, — all  except  the  two  on  the  floor.  This  was  followed  by 
a  tremendous  racket  in  the  hall,  thnt  was  prinripally  occasioned 
by  the  <-iolent  slamming  of  doors,  which  was  designed  to  imitate 
thunder ; — then  come  a  flash  of  Ughtning  that  uiade  our  audieoce 
start.  It  had  an  amastiog  salphurous  odor  and  a  gunpowder 
baze,  tbat  produced  some  terror  amongst  the  children.  And  now, 
to  give  a  pe-fect  verisimilitmle  lo  the  storm,  a  most  dismal  hiss- 
ing and  pattering,  as  of  rain,  assailed  every  oar.  This  was  a 
very  lively  passage  in  the  drama.  It  continued  with  unabated 
violeucQ  for  some  moments,  producing  equal  astonishment  and 
diversion  amongst  the  spectators — but  finally  became  rather  op- 
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prejBive  by  a  yolome  of  pungent  vapor  which  was  diffused 
Uirongh  the  apartment,  and  set  us  all  to  coughing.  In  the  midst 
of  this  pother  of  the  elements,  Ned  and  Harvej  entered,  each 
with  a  huge  sabre  attached  to  his  girdle,  their  faces  smutted  with 
burnt  cork,  and  their  figures  disguised  in  old  uniform  coats  oddlj 
disproportioned  to  their  persons.  Here  they  strutted  about, 
making  tragic  gestures  and  spouting  fierce  blank  verse.  The 
rain,  at  intervals,  sank  upon  the  car  as  if  dissolving  into  mist,  and 
anon  rose  with  redoubled  fury  into  a  kind  of  bubbling  and  boil- 
ing rage  with  increased  pungency.  The  sabres  were  drawn,  and 
the  murderers  were  disputing  the  propriety  of  the  uncle's  famous 
order  to  put  the  babes  to  death,  and  had  already  crossed  their 
weapons  for  a  melodramatic  fray,  when  an  incident  occurred 
which  saved  the  innocents  from  the  fatal  execution  of  their  truc- 
ulent purpose.  The  rain  by  some  unaccountable  mismanagement 
came  suddenly  down  to  a  mere  drizzle,  and  when  the  tempest 
ought  to  have  howled  its  loudest,  dropped  into  entire  silence. 

^  More  rain !" — cried  Ned,  in  a  stage  whisper,  looking  towards 
the  hall  where  this  department  carried  on  its  operations. 

Instead  of  rain,  however,  came  sundry  distinct  giggles  from  a 
group  of  servants  on  the  outside  of  the  door,  in  the  midst  of 
which  Carey's  voice  was  distinctly  heard — 

"  It's  no  use.  Master  Ned ; — the  frying  pan's  got  cold.  It 
won't  make  no  more  noise." 

The  business-like  sobriety  of  this  disclosure  at  such  a  critical 
moment,  raised  a  general  laugh,  which  put  an  end  to  the  tragedy. 
Ned  had  given  orders  to  Carey  to  heat  that  implement  of  the 
kitchen,  to  which  the  old  man  referred,  and  to  bring  it  near  the 
parlor  door,  where  it  was  his  cue  to  supply  it  with  lard,  by  which 
ingenious  device  the  storm  was  to  be  kept  hissing  hot  as  long  as 
it  was  wanted.  This  fortunate  failure  admonished  the  kdies  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  and  they  soon  afterwards  bade  us  good  night. 


iBMaoBBanMii 


'he  two  tragcdions  olinnged  tlieir  dresses  and  wasiied  the 
Hmut  from  tliuir  facca,  and  joined  a»  In  a  short  time  on  the  porch 


ftt  the  front  door,  whe: 
mood. 

The  night  was  oali 
pations  inclined  ub  wil 
repose  of  nature.    We 


i  found  ourselTes  in  a  very  different 


tnd  clear,  and  our  late  boistcroua  ooou- 
more  zest  to  coDtemplate  the  beautiful 
.untL'red  a  short  distance  from  the  house. 
The  moon  was  up  and  flinging  a.  wizard  glare  over  the  Irec-topB, 
and  upon  the  old  roof  and  chimneys.  A  heavy  dew  had  fallen 
upon  the  grass,  and  imparted  an  eager  ohlllincsB  to  the  atmos- 
phere. The  grove  resounded  with  thosesolemninTocations  poured 
forth  by  the  countless  insects  of  the  nigbt,  which  Iceep  their 
vigils  through  the  livelung  hours  of  darkness, — shrill,  pierciug, 
and  ntelaDcholy.  The  house  dogs  howled  at  the  moon,  and 
ruebcd  at  iuU'rvals  tumultuously  forward  upon  some  iancied  dis- 
turber ;  for  the  dog  is  imaginative,  and  is  often  alarmed  with  the 
phantoms  of  his  own  thoughts,  A  distant  cock,  the  lord  of 
Bome  cabin  hen-roost,  was  heard,  with  a  clear  and  trumpct-Hke 
cadence,  breaking  the  deep  stillness  of  this  midnight  time,  like  a 
faithful  warder  on  the  battlements  telling  the  hour  to  the 
sleepers,  Every  thing  around  us  was  in  striking  contrast  with 
the  scenes  in  which  we  had  Just  been  engaged.  We  grew  tranquil 
and  communicative ;  and  tbougbllcas  of  the  late  hour — or  rather 
more  alive  to  its  voluptuous  eharm — we  completed  our  short 
circuit,  and  Lad  gathered  again  into  the  porch,  where  we  lay 
scattered  about  upon  the  benches,  or  seated  on  the  door-sill. 
Here,  whilst  we  smoked  scgars,  and  rambled  over  the  idle  topics 
that  played  in  our  thoughts,  Harvey  Riggs  engaged  himself  in 
preparing  a  steeping  draught  of  that  seductive  cordial  which 
common  fame  lioa  celebrated  bk  the  native  glory  of  Virginia.  It 
is  a  vulgar  error,  Harvey  contends,  to  appropriate  the  mint  sling 
to  the  moriUQg.     "  It  it,"  he   remarked  with  solemn  ( 
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'^ihe  homologoiui  peculiar  of  the  night, — the  rectifier  of  the 
fftncy, — the  parent  of  pleasant  dreams, — the  handmaid  of  digcs* 
tion, — and  the  Inila^j  of  the  brain;  in  its  nature  essentially 
anti-roral ;  friendly  to  peristaltics  and  vermiculars ;  and,  in  its 
influence  upon  the  bodj,*  jocund  and  sedative."  I  have  recorded 
Harvey's  words,  because  in  tkis>'maHer  I  conceive  him  to  be  high 
authority.  ".*%•■ 

Upon  this  subject  Harvey  is  eloqiieiit,  and  whilst  we  sat 
listening  to  his  learned  discriminations  in  th^  various  processes 
of  this  manufacture,  our  attention  was  suddenly  drawMaanother 
quarter  by  the  notes  of  a  banjoe,  played  by  Carey  in  tko»<>o\irtr 
yard.  He  was  called  up  to  the  door,  and,  to  gratify  my  curiosUy 
to  hear  his  music,  he  consented  to  serenade  the  ladies  under  their 
windows.  Carey  is  a  minstrel  of  some  repute,  and,  like  the 
ancient  jongeleurs,  he  sings  the  inspirations  of  his  own  muse, 
weaving  into  song  the  past  or  present  annals  of  the  family.  He 
is  considered  as  a  seer  amongst  the  negroes  on  the  estate,  and  is 
always  heard  with  reverence.  The  importance  this  gives  him, 
renders  the  old  man  not  a  little  proud  of  his  minstrelsy.  It 
required,  therefore,  but  little  encouragement  to  set  him  off;  so, 
after  taking  a  convenient  stand,  and  running  his  fingers  over  his 
rude  instrument  by  way  of  prelude,  he  signified  his  obedience  to 
our  orders. 

The  scene  was  quite  picturesque.  Carey  was  old,  his  head 
was  hoary,  and  now  borrowed  an  additional  silver  tint  from  the 
moonbeam  that  lighted  up  his  figure.  Our  eager  group,  which 
stood  watching  him  from  the  midst  of  the  rose  bushes  in  which 
we  were  partly  embowered ;  the  silent  hour,  interrupted  only  by 
the  murmur  of  the  occasional  breeze ;  the  bevy  of  idle  dogs  that 
lay  scattered  over  the  ground ;  the  mistiness  of  the  distant  land- 
scape ;  and  the  venerable  mass  of  building,  with  its  alternate 
faces  of  light  and  shade,  formed  a  combination  of  images  and 
circumstances  that  gave  a  rich  impression  to  our  feelings. 


sofk 
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jangling  gallop  on  his  banjoe,  accompanied  by  an  improvisation 
in  the  same  style  as  that  which  we  had  just  heard. 

It  will  not  do  to  give  his  words,  which,  without  the  aid  of  all 
the  accessories,  the  figure  of  the  old  man  himself,  and  the  rapid 
twang  of  his  baDJoe,  and  especially  the  little  affectations  of  his 
professorial  vanity,  would  convey  but  a  bald  impression  of  the 
serio-comic  effect  the  whole  exhibition  had  upon  us.  The  purport 
of  this  recitative  strain  was,  that  as  he,  the  bard,  lay  sleeping  in 
his  cabin,  a  beautiful  lady  appeared  to  him,  in  the  dead  of  night, 
and  told  him  that  he  must  instruct  his  young  master,  when  he 
went  a  wooing,  that  there  were  three  things  for  him  to  learn : 
he  must  never  believe  his  mistress  to  be  light  of  heart  because 
she  laughed  at  him  ;  nor,  that  she  was  really  offended  when  she 
looked  augry  at  him  ;  and  lastly,  that  he  was  not  to  be  disheart- 
ened by  a  refusal,  as  that  was  no  proof  she  would  not  have 
him :  that  women  were  naturally  very  contrary,  and  must  be 
interpreted  by  opposites. 

^  Carey  is  a  true  seer,"  said  Harvey  Biggs,  when  the  old  man 
had  finished,  '^  and  briugs  us  great  encouragement,  Ned.  Now, 
old  gentleman,  you  have  done  your  duty,  and  as  you  dream  so 
well,  come  in  and  you  shall  have  something  to  put  you  to  sleep, 
that  you  may  try  it  again — and  there's  something  to  cross  your 
palm  with" 

The  old  negro  was  brought  into  the  parlor,  where  Harvey 
regaled  him  with  a  glass  of  the  julep  he  had  been  making. 

^  God  bless  you,  master  Harvey,  and  young  masters  all !" 
said  Carey,  with  a  polite  and  gentleman-like  gesture,  and  with  a 
smile  of  the  utmost  benignity.  "  Good  night,  gemmen,"  he  added, 
as  he  retired  with  many  formal  bows. 

We  now  betook  ourselves  to  our  chambers,  whence,  for  some 
time  after  I  had  got  to  bed,'I  could  hear  the  negroes  dancing 
jigs  to  Carey's  banjoe  in  the  court-yard.     In  the  midst  of  these 
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I  I  fell  aslecii — tlios  torioiiiatmg  a  day  that  had  been 
i  by  a  aucceaaion  of  tho^e  aimple  pastimes  wbich  give  such 
B  Bgreoable  relish  to  couDtrj  life,  and  which  the  gravest  man, 
[  think,  vould  be  over-wise  to  find  fault  with. 
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A    CONFESSION. 


The  ladies  had  announced  their  intention  to  return  to  The 
Brakes  before  breakfast.  Accordingly,  the  next  morning,  soon 
after  daybreak,  the  courtyard  was  alive  with  the  stir  of  prepara- 
tion, and  by  the  time  the  sun  was  up,  horses,  dogs,  and  servants 
filled  the  inclosure  with  a  lively  bustle,  and  the  inmates  of  the 
house  thronged  the  door  and  porch.  Bel,  with  the  wholesome 
bloom  of  the  morning  on  her  cheek,  exhibited  that  flow  of  buoy- 
ant good-humor  which  naturally  belongs  to  a  young  and  ardent 
girl,  and  more  signally  when  she  is  conscious  of  being  an  object 
of  admiration.  She  danced  about  the  hall,  and  sang  short  pas- 
sages from  songs  with  a  sweet  and  merry  warbling. 

'•We  owe  you  our  thanks,  gentlemen,"  she  said,  "for  Mr. 
Carcy^s  saucy  ballad  last  night.  Cousin  Harvey,  I  set  down  all 
the  impertinence  of  it  to  you.  Tou  have  such  a  wicked  con- 
science that  you  can't  sleep  yourself,  and  you  seem  to  be  resolved 
nobody  else  shall." 

"  Ah  Bel,"  replied  Harvey,  "  Ned  has  spoiled  your  taste  for 
simple  melodies,  by  those  Italian  graces  of  his." 

"  Not  a  word,  you  monster — but  help  me  to  my  horse.  I 
mean  to  get  away  from  this  house  as  quickly  as  I  can ;  and  when 
I  have  you  on  the  road  I  will  tell  you  a  piece  of  my  mind.     With 
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sacli  a  Bwift  [bot  tudcr  ma,  yva  knsw  I  can  mn  a«>;  fnm  joo, 
if  yoo  gei  angry." 

Ned  Hazard  adranc^d,  gonewlut  ottimnuXj,  to  lead  tha  sili 
mal  which  Bel  m^  to  monnt,  to  ibc  «l«ps — 

"  No.  DO,"  sbe  said,  '  Edwsrd,  tlMfs  Harrej^a  bnstness.  I 
taTB  traiDcd  him  to  it — Now,  Mr.  Caralier,  your  liaod." 

Harrey  came  Toand  to  the  stirrop  dde  of  the  mare,  and  stiiop- 
ing  down,  whilst  he  locked  bis  two  luinds  so  as  to  form  a  step — 

'■  Tonr  left  foot — so — bear  on  my  dioolder.  There  yon  are," 
he  sud,  as  he  tossed  her  tightly  into  the  raddle^ 

"  It  isn't  ei'ery  one  can  do  that  as  well  na  Harrey,"  said  Bel, 
hy  saj  of  apology  to  Ned  for  refosiD^  his  assietance,  which  site 
saw  bad  a  little  di^comBted  him.  -  Bring  Mr  Littleton,  Edward, 
to  see  OS.  and  you  Hhall  have  the  privilege  of  another  rehearsal,  if 
yon  likft" 

"  I  am  afraid." — replied  Sed,  "  that  I  have  practised  too  many 
antics  already,  to  keep  yijur  foror.  But  yon  ^all  see  vm  before 
long ;  and  I  mean  h<Mioeforth  to  bo  vei-j  grave." 

~  Good  bye  !" — said  Bel — ■■  the  snn  is  beforehand  with  ns. — 
-  Now  Grace." — she  added  in  a  lively  tone,  t*)  the  petted  animal 
on  which  she  rode — "  Forward '"  The  mare  rose  on  het  bind 
1  active  motion,  and  sprang  away  at  a  brisk  i 
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litUe  ape-&ced  negro,  was  officiously  aiding  in  the  inspection  of 
the  lines,  and  teasing  Ned  with  a  hundred  questions.  These  two 
wanted  to  know  how  far  it  entered  into  his  design  to  take  them 
with  him,  if  he  meant  to  go  fishing.  He  told  me  that  as  the  day 
looked  well  for  it,  he  thought  we  might  find  some  pastime  with 
our  rods  in  a  ramble  over  the  brook.  Kip  and  his  flat-nosed 
compeer,  the  little  black, — who  seemed  to  think  it  was  his  busi- 
ness to  take  charge  of  Hip— were,  of  course,  to  accompany  us. 
To  make  them  useful.  Hazard  dispatched  them  both  to  get  us 
some  bait.  Away  they  went — Hip,  at  a  bound,  across  the  railing 
of  the  porch,  and  Beelzebub— this  was  Ned's  nickname  for  the 
other — down  the  steps,  with  a  mouth  distended  from  ear  to  ear, 
catting  all  manner  of  capers  over  the  grass.  In  a  few  moments 
the  latter  was  on  his  way  to  the  stable  with  a  long-handled  hoe 
over  his  shoulder,  and  a  small  tin  vessel  to  collect  worms,  whilst 
Rip  was  making  a  foray  upon  the  grasslioppers,  and  flapping  down 
his  much-abused  beaver  upon  them  with  a  skill  that  showed  this 
to  be  a  practised  feat. 

A  brief  delay  brought  in  our  active  marauders  with  an  abun- 
dant spoil,  and  we  then  set  forth  on  our  expedition,  each  pro- 
vided with  a  long  rod  and  its  appropriate  tackle — our  young  at- 
tendants shouldering  their  weapons  and  strutting  before  us  with 
amazing  strides  and  important  faces — jabbering  unceasingly  all 
the  way. 

Ned  seemed  inclined  to  be  serious  ;  and  I  soon  perceived  that 
he  wanted  to  make  me  his  confidant, — I  had  already  guessed  upon 
what  point.  He  talked,  as  we  loitered  along  the  bank  of  the 
stream,  about  Harvey  Biggs,  Catharine,  Balph,  old  Mr.  Tracy — 
about  every  body  but  Bel — except  a  slight  allusion  to  her  once 
or  twice,  and  in  the  most  casual  and  apparently  accidental  man- 
ner. It  was  a  touch-and-go  manner  which  spoke  volumes.  I  saw 
that  he  wanted  me  to  talk  of  her,  and  I  was  malicious  enough  not 


onderBtand  him.  It  was  very  evidcut  tLat  I  was  soon  to  h&ve 
a  revelation. 

Ned,  of  course,  ia  in  love  with  Bel,  Any  one  might  see  that, 
in  the  first  five  mipntes  he  should  find  them  together.  It  is  no- 
torious lo  the  whole  family,  and  I  believe  to  all  the  inhabitanU 
in  these  parts — ^aa  much  as  any  piece  of  country  gossip  can  he.  I 
Iwd  no  doubt  of  it,  even  before  we  were  surprised  in  our  hurletta 

the  road.  Rip,  who  is  inconveniently  shrewd  m  these  mat- 
s,  took  occasion  this  morning,  just  after  the  ladies  left  us  on 
their  return  to  the  Brakes,  to  whisper  to  me,  as  we  entered  the 
breakfast  room, — "  Uncle  Ned  wanted  mightily  to  lift  Bel  to  her 
horae,  hecause  he  likes  the  very  ground  she  walks  on."  And  Har- 
vey Biggs  doesn't  minoe  mattars  when  he  speaks  of  it — and  old 
Carey  had  twisted  it  into  rhyme  that  no  one  could  misunderstand. 
Tet,  strange  as  it  maybe,  Ned,  with  all  these  proofs Bgainst him, 
was  such  an  owl  as  to  think  I  had  no  suspicion  of  such  a  thing. 
or,  iu  fact,  that  it  was  a  secret  to  any  body. 

The  transparency  of  Hazard's  character,  or  what  I  might  bet- 
ter eall  Iiis  unconscious  frankness,  gives  a  little  coloring  of  comic 
extravagance  to  his  endeavor  to  conceal  his  feelings.  He  is  a 
man  who  can  no  more  hold  a  eccret  than  a  crystal  decanter  can 
hold  wine  invisible.  His  efibrt  to  disguise  his  admiration  for  Bel 
has,  in  truth,  been  somewhat  perilous  in  this  affair,  by  inducing 
htm  to  counterfeit  a  ralhor  disparaging  indifference  in  his  de- 
meanor towards  her.  This  is  the  source  of  his  inexpert  and  ill- 
timed  raillery,  his  falling  pell-mell  upon  her  foibles,  and  alarming 
her  pride,  aud  making  jests  upon  points  which  women  are  gene- 
rally apt  to  take  without  complaisance — even  in  ill  part,  some- 
times. Instead  of  frequenting  the  society  of  his  mistresi>,  as  more 
Ailful  lovers  would  do,  ho  is  careful  to  regulate  his  approaches 
tift  Bttch  a  manner  as  to  avoid  all  suapioion  of  particular  intimacy, 
wolks  and  rideSj  it  is  true,  tend  instinctively  in  the  direction 
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of  The  Brakes,  and  he  is  seen  often  enough  taking  an  obseryation 
of  the  house  and  grounds,  and  traversing  up  and  down  the  roads 
that  lead  thither ;  but  his  heart  fails  him  at  the  gate,  and  he  does 
not  go  through  it  even  once  in  a  week,  unless  somebody  can  make 
a  matter  of  business  for  him  to  go  there  ;  and  then  he  is  as  bold 
as  a  lion.     '  What's  our  duty,' — as  he  very  cogently  reasons,  in 

m 

such  conjunctures,  ^  must  be  done  at  all  hazards,  regardless  of 
consequences.'  Ned,  I  observe  also,  loses  his  intrepidity  in  Bel's 
presence,  which  makes  him  awkward  in  his  attentions.  And 
then,  again,  he  seems  to  have  an  unfortunate  tendency — I  might 
almost  describe  it  as  a  destiny — to  present  himself  to  her  under 
those  drawbacks  which  most  shock  her  conceptions  of  the  decorum 
she  is  inclined  to  expect  from  a  lover.  Our  woodlaud  extravaganza 
— ^the  burlesque  melodrama  of  the  last  night,  I  perceived,  notwith- 
standing her  laughing  at  them,  were  neither  of  them  exactly  con- 
sonant with  her  ideas  of  dignified  sportivencss.  She  has  a  vein  of 
romance  in  her  composition  which  engenders  some  fastidious  no- 
tions touching  propriety  of  manners,  and  gives  her — if  I  can  trust 
Hazard's  opinion,  which  I  find  confirmed  in  what  I  have  seen — a 
predilection  for  that  solemn  foppery  which  women  sometimes  im- 
agine to  be  refinement, — and  of  which  Ned  has  not  the  slightest 
infusion. 

Bel's  temper  naturally  is  most  uncongenial  with  these  pre- 
tensions, as  she  constantly  shows  when  off  her  guard  ; — but  by  a 
certain  ply  of  her  mind,  got  perhaps  in  some  by-path  df  educa- 
tion, or  nurtured  by  a  fanciful  conceit,  or  left  upon  her  memory 
amongst  the  impressions  of  some  character  she  has  been  taught 
to  admire,  or,  peradventure,  being  the  physical  disclosure  in  her 
organization  of  some  peculiarly  aristocratic  drop  of  blood  in- 
herited from  some  over-stately  grandam,  and  reappearing  at  the 
surface  after  the  lapse  of  a  century ; — ^from  whatever  cause  pro- 
duced— she  has  taught  herself  to  consider  an  orderly,  measured, 
graceful  movement,  a  choice  adaptation  of  language,  reverence  of 
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deportment,  and,  above  all,  mtira  devoledness,  esscntul  to  the 
composition  of,  vbat  abe  terms,  a  r«fiii«d  gcutlemao— a  cbaraeter 
whi<'h  raaa  a  Ikir  risk  of  beiog  set  down  in  the  gooeral  o{h]uoii  ax 
Bnfficietitlj  doll  and  insipid.  Bel  orerlooks  the  total  abscnne  of 
tbese  gift*  in  Harrejr  Ri^s.  aod  saji  bb  playfulness  (sbe  usee  a 
•oft  espKBsion)  is  quite  deligbtfnl.  I  explain  this  onomalj  bj 
the  ftot  that  IIiirTcy  b  entirely  oat  of  the  question  as  a  lover ; 
and  that  Bel  has  tmwarily  permitted  ber  nature  to  connse]  her 
opinion  in  Haircj's  case ;  by  reason  of  which,  her  good-hnmored 
cousin  baa  taken  the  dtadcl  of  her  &Tor  by  surpriset  Ned 
Hazard  she  regards  in  qnite  a  different  light-  Her  sentineb  are 
all  at  their  posts  when  he  makes  a  demonstration. 

I  sometimes  think  there  is  a  little  spleen  at  the  bottom  of 
Ned's  treatment  of  Bel.  a  morcenlAry  sub-acid  fretfaln<»»,  occa- 
^oned  by  her  professing  to  bold  in  estimation  the  grave  and 
empty  pedantry  of  Singleton  Swansdown,  the  very  mod«l  gf  a 
delicate  and  dainty  gentleman.  Bd  says, '-  he  is  so  like  lite  hero 
of  a  novel/'  which  Ned  bus  once  or  twice  repeated  to  me,  with 
the  remark,  that  it  was  "  cursed  fudge." 

I  have  said  enough,  in  the  way  of  oomposition  of  Ned's  ohai^ 
■oter  and  of  the  queer  coDdition  of  hb  lore  a&ir.  as  well  u  of 
the  quality  of  his  mbtrcss,  to  preface  the  account  I  am  about  to 
give  of  our  oonversation  on  the  fishing  eicnrsion. 

We  bad  reached  a  wide-spreading  old  sycamore  on  the  bank 
of  the  brook,  and  had  thrown  our  lines  into  a  deep  pool  which 
eddied  under  the  roots  of  the  tree,  and  where  we  had  reason  to 
expect  some  lack  to  our  ftni>ting.  Here  we  seated  oursclres  on 
the  grass  in  the  shade.  I  found  that  I  was  advancing  is  Ned's 
con&d^Dce  Ue  was  restless,  and  not  very  attonlire  to  hia  rod, 
and  somewhat  ihirsly,  for  he  drank  at  the  brook  twice — I  was 
perfcoily  dull  of  apprehension,  and  a^ed  the  most  simple  ques- 
tions. 1  was  determined  to  ^ve  hira  no  help,  at  leait  for  the 
It  is  Ktraof;  .  but  it  is  uniTersallj  true  that  no  nun  of 
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sober  sense, — no  sensible,  well-ordered  man,  I  mean — can  with  a 
calm  and  composed  face  disclose  the  fact  of  his  being  in  love — - 
eren  to  his  most  intimate  friend.  Mankind  always  seem  to  treat 
this  very  natural  incident  of  one's  life  as  a  foolish  thing ;  and  a 
man,  therefore,  looks  or  feels  like  a  fool, — attempt  the  disclosure 
when  he  will. 

*^  Mark  " — said  Ned,  in  a  rather  abrupt  transition  from  a  lit- 
erary topic  we  had  been  discussing,  and  which  I  had  myself  pro- 
posed in  a  mischievous  humor  to  baulk  a  previous  advance  to  the 
matter  that  was  weighing  upon  his  mind, — "  Mark  " — and  here 
was  a  slight  pause  and  some  visible  perturbation, — ^'  don't  you 
think  Bel  Tracy  a  very  lively  girl  ?" 

"  Don't  you  ?"  I  asked. 

"  Very  lively,"  replied  Ned.  "  How  would  you  like  to  make 
a  visit  to  the  Brakes  ?" 

"  Do  you  visit  there  much,  Ned  ?'* 

^  Occasionally;  Bel  rather  reproaches  me  for  not  coming  as 
often  as  I  ought,  perhaps." 

"  Rather  a  dull  house,  I  should  think,  for  a  visit :  the  old 
gentleman.  I  understand,  is  very  formal,"  said  I. 

"  On  the  contrary,"  replied  Ned,  "  a  very  pleasant  family. 
I  should  like  to  take  you  there, — Bel's  a  great  favorite  with  her 
father.  I — I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  her :" — a  pause  in  which 
Ned  looked  a  little  queer. — ^"  That  slippery  little  gudgeon !" — 

"  Who  ?"  said  I,  "  you  don't  mean  to  call  Bel  a  gudgeon  ?" 

Ned  laughed.  "  No— what  are  you  thinking  of? — I  mean  this 
fish,"  said  he,  drawing  up  his  line — ^'  It  has  nibbled  off  throe 
baits  in  succession,  and  I  can't  get  him  on  my  hook" 

*^  Throw  in  again,  Ned,"  said  I,  smiling,  "  perhaps  you  will 
have  better  luck  next  time.  So  Bel,  you  think,  is  a  lively  girl? 
and  you  go  to  make  her  a  visit  occasionally  ?  That  must  be  quite 
an  effort.  And  she  is  of  opinion  that  you  don't  come  often 
enough. — ^What  would  you  call  often  ?" 


I  WB8  tbere  tbe  very  morniug  of  tlie  daj  on  nhion 

here,"  said  Ned. 

(lays  ngo  !"  I  said,  witli  an  aSected  surprise — '■  and  Btill 
coinplaitia  I  What  tin  luireoaouable  lady  I  I  suppose  she  vould 
Vfe  yoa  gnlluping  there  twioe  a  week,  at  least?  Tlicse  wontcn 
great  deal  of  us  poor  men.  Why,  if  you  were  »  lover  of 
as  I  know  you  are  not — once  a  week  I  should  say  " — 
'ell,  I  don't  know  " — said  Ned,  interrupting  me. 
"  You  don't  know  what?"  I  aaked—" whether  you  are  a  lover 
of  her's,  or  not? — Such  a  cool,  unimpassloned  fellow  as  you  are 
never  made  a  lover  in  the  world.  If  I  lived  os  ncsr  to  the  Brakes 
as  you  do,  I  should  wake  it  a  point  to  be  over  head  and  cars  ia 
love  with  Bel  Tracy — Bat  there  is  a  difforonoo  between  you  and 


Ned  laughed  again,  qnite  loud  this  time,  hut  his  mirth  was 
manifeHtly  artificiaL 

"  You  thiuk  so  V — he  said,  at  lost. 
*  The  confession  was  on  his  lips — but  a  hesitation  of  one  mo- 
ment drove  it  buck.     Ills  heart  failed  him,  and  like  a  ship  which 
misses  her  stays,  he  fell  off  again  into  the  wind. 

"  They  do  soy  " — said  I — ■'  that  this  Mr,  Swansdown,  of  whom 
I  have  heard  so  much  lately,  looks  tUst  way  with  nn  eager  eye, 
and  that  something  is  likely  to  come  of  it.  Her  father  ia  fond 
of  him,  I  hear;  and  if  that's  true,  I  consider  her  be  good  as  mort^ 
gaged  already.  Perhapn  it  is  wise  in  you  to  keep  out  of  a  love- 
scrape  against  such  odds  ?" 

"  Swansdown  r'  esolaimed  Ned.  "Who  told  you  that? — Don't 
believe  a  word  of  it.  Mark.  Bel  Tracy  is  a  woman  of  sense,  and 
discriminates  amongst  men  with  remarkable  neuteuess,  Slic  has 
some  odd  fancies— but  Swansdown  is  not  one  of  them.  I  don't  be- 
lieve she  cnu  abide  him.     D n  it,  I  know  she  can't.     Women 

will  do  queer  thioga  sometimes — but  Bel  will  never  have  Swans- 
down as  long  aa  her  name  ia  Bol  Tracy." 
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"  No,  of  course  not,"  I  replied.  "  She  will  consider  it  a  point 
of  propriety  to  change  her  name  on  the  ycrj  day  she  weds  him. 
As  to  her  discrimination — she  will  settle  that  as  Papa  advises. 
Bel,  111  be  bound,  is  a  dutiful  daughter,  and  will  do  as  her  father 
bids  her.  Moreover,  when  a  woman  of  a  lively  imagination — as 
your  country  ladies  generally  are — once  permits  her  fancy  to  light 
upon  a  lover,  it  is  quite  immaterial  what  manner  of  man  he  may 
be, — the  fancy  is  apt  to  settle  the  business  for  itself.  Fancy 
is  a  colt  that  will  run  away  with  as  good  a  rider  as  Bel  Tracy. 
I  profess  to  know  a  little  of  these  women  myself,  Ned." 

"  Swansdown," — said  Hazard,  alarmed  by  the  suggestion  I 
had  forced  so  confidently  upon  him,  and  flushed  with  a  slight 
degree  of  fretful  anger, — ^''is  the  most  preposterous  ass — the 
most  enormous  humbug — the  most  remarkable  coxcomb  in  Vir- 
ginia,' 

"  No  matter  for  that. — Bel,  as  you  say,  has  a  great  admiration 
for  an  elegant,  refined,  sweet-spoken,  grave^  and  dignified  gentle- 
man : — that's  a  hobby  of  hers,  from  your  own  account ;  and  it  is 
hard  to  tell  the  counterfeit  from  the  real  in  these  things." 

"  Devil !"  cried  Ned.  **  She  can't  be  mistaken  in  Swansdown. 
I  acknowledge  she  is  somewhat  haunted  by  this  crotchet  of  ele- 
gance, and  all  that, — and  that  such  a  thing  does,  once  in  a  while, 
make  a  woman  rather  impracticable ;  but  Bel's  good  sense  will 
get  the  better  of  that.  However,  you  may  argue  about  it  as  you 
will,  I  have  reason  to  know  what  her  feelings  are — personal  rea* 
son," — he  said  with  some  warmth. 

"  How  could  you  know  ? — ^what  reason  have  you  ?" 

"  If  you  will  have  it,  Littleton,  and  will  keep  a  secret,  I  will 
tell  you.  Bel  and  I  have  had  a  sort  of  understanding.  I  have 
been  very  much  attached  to  her  for  some  time,  and  she  knows  it. 
Indeed,  between  you  and  me,  I  told  her  so ;  and  although  there 
was  nothing  specific  came  of  it,  yet  I  can  assure  you  she  does  not 
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core  B  br&BB  botton  for  Singleton  Swansdann.     Mark,  you  ytUl 
not  mention  this,  of  courae." 

"  Oh  ho  ! — 80  the  wind's  in  that  quarter !" — eiid  I.  "  Wliy 
did'nt  you  tell  me  this  before?  Hero  have  I  been  taking  yonr 
part  Bgainst  Bel  Traey  all  this  time.  And  aow  it  turns  out  T 
ought  tn  bavc  been  on  the  other  side." 

"  Well,  T  intended  to  tell  you,"  said  Ned,  "  but  somehow  ii 
got  out  of  my  head.     I  did'nt  think  of  it." 

"  You  blind  bat !"  said  I,  *'  and  hypocrite,  to  boot  I  Why,  I 
knew  you  were  in  love  the  first  day  I  saw  yoo.  You  have  had 
nothing  in  your  head  but  Bel  Tracy  ever  since  I  arrived  here. 
You  have  been  dying  lo  tell  mc  all  day." 

"  1  thought  you  would  laugb  at  mo — a  lo 
foolish  thing,  and  every  body  laughs  at  it." 

"  Indeed,  I  assure  you,  upon  my  honor 
one  of  the  most  serious,  nay  solemn  things 
made  you  a  perfect  stick.     Yon  have  lost  all' your  light-hearted- 
nesa, — And  so,  she  encourages  you,  you  think?" 

"  I  should  soy  so,"  replied  Ned.  "  That  is,  she  don't  discour- 
%ga  mc.  You  know  there  are  a  thousand  little  movements 
in  a  woman's  deportment  that  show  how  her  humor  lies.  Not 
any  thing  to  speak  of  singly,  but  take  them — in  the  long  run — 
you  understand  V 

'•  Are  you  very  particular  in  your  attentions  t" 

"Well — tolerably — when  I  have  a  cbanee." 

"  Wliat  do  yon  call  particular  attentions,  Ned  1" 

"  Why — I  don't  know  exactly  how  to  answer  that,"  he  re- 
plied.    '■  I  am  attentive  to  her, — that  is  to  say,  I  keep  an  eye  upon 
her.     For  instance,  I  have  sent  her  partridges." 
^         "Dead  or  alive?"  I  asked  with  great  gravity. 
^^L     "  Some  that  I  hod  shot,"  said  Ned  ;  "^  dead,  of  course." 
j^B     "  For  her  to  eat  7"  said  I.     "  Quite  au  appropriate  present  to 
a  young  lady.     Is  she  gastronomic!" 


i  affair  is  always  a 


■,  I  think  to  be  la  love 
a  the  world.     It  has 
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^  Nonsense  I"  exclaimed  Ned.     "  The  partridges  were  for  her 
&iher,  and  I  so  expkined  it." 

^  Did  you  ever  ask  her  at  dinner  to  allow  you  to  help  her  to 
Bome  greens  1" 

«  What  the  d ^1  do  you  mean,  Littleton  ?" 

^  I  mean  that  your  attentions  are  rather  odd  for  a  lover.    Can 
you  think  of  any  others?" 

**  Well,  I  can't  recall  what  you  would  consider  actually  atten- 
tions.    I  am  confident,  however,  that  I  have  shown  her  many." 

"  Any  verses,  or  love  letters,  or  sketches  for  an  album,  any 
snug  little  inferences  in  a  corner  ?" 

''  Oh  no,  nothing  to  that  extent,"  said  Ned. 
"  What  then  did  you  mean  by  telling  me  that  you  had  per- 
sonal reason  to  know  her  feelings,  just  now — that  you  have  told 
her  CI  your  attachment?     I  think,  too,  you  said  nothing  specific 
came  of  it?" 

^  I'll  explain,'^  replied  Ned.     ^<  The  fact  is,  I  addressed  her. 
It  was'nt  the  luckiest  thing  in  the  world.     About  a  year  ago,  we 
had  a  dinner  party  at  the  Brakes — rather  a  merry  one,  and  I 
drank  a  little  too  much  champagne ;  and  being  possessed  with  a 
devil — for  I  can't  account  for  it  in  any  other  way — I  got  to  walk- 
ing with  Bel  after  night-fall  on  the  porch  ;  and  finding  we  were 
alone,  with  the  moon  shining  bright  above,  and  the  roses  and 
honey-suckles,  and  all  that,  perfuming  the  air  with  the  incense  of 
Araby,  I  naturally  got  to  be  sentimental  and  talked,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe,  a  good  deal  of  nonsense — and,  in  the  end,  popped 
the  question  at  her  like  the  crack  of  a  rifle." 
«  Well,  what  then  ?" 

^  Oh,  she  behaved  with  the  most  admirable  spirit.  She  turned 
round  promptly  and  went  into  the  house,  without  saying  a  word ; 
leaving  me  to  construe  that  as  I  might  choose  to  take  it." 

"  Ah  ha,  I  understand  now  what  you  mean  by  nothing  specific 
coming  of  it.     You  think  then  she  encourages  you  ?" 


^^    hai 
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e  did'nt  refnae  me,"  said  Ned,  "  and  I  consider  th&t  en- 
oouragemeni  Tbe  tnith  ie,  Mark,  Bel  ruther  likes  me,  but  she 
doesu't  like  to  show  it." 

"  You  fiave  never  spoken  to  her  since  on  the  same  subjeet  ?" 

"Oil,  never.  I  have  ridden  out  with  her  froiiuently  ainco 
that,  and  she  is  atways  in  excellent  spirits." 

"  Do  you  ride  alone  with  her  1" 

"  No.  She  always  makes  Ralph  or  Harvey  Biggs,  or  some 
one  else  of  the  party.  That  shows  she  is  sensitive  on  lUe  sub- 
ject, you  perceive.  She  wishes  to  delay  the  matter — which  is  the 
most  natural  thing  in  the  world.  A  woman  geta  tromulou.i,  and 
likes  to  put  off  suuh  things  till  the  next  day,  and  then  the  nest, — 
and  so  on." 

"  Ai,  my  dear  Ned,  you  are  a  coward.  I  thought  yon  were 
i  brave  man.  Why  duu't  you  tell  her  at  once,  you  want  to  talk 
to  her  alone,  and  persevere  till  she  agrees  to  ^ve  you  an  oppor- 
tunity 7     Ton  would  soon  find  out  whether  she*  encours^a  you  or 

"  My  good  fellow,"  replied  Ned,  with  some  emphasis,  "  that's 
harder  to  do  than  you  think.  There  is  a  great  didcrenoe  in 
bravery  man-ward  and  woman-ward.  It  is  moral  courage  which 
is  necessary  in  these  affairs  with  women,  and  a  good  deal  of  it, 
too.  I  would  as  lief  march  up  to  an  alligator  to  box  him  About 
the  eyes,  in  kid  gloves,  as  come  up  deliberately  on  a  cool  morn- 
ing, in  the  drawing-room  or  any  where  else,  to  Bel  Tracy  with  a 
straight,  up-and-down,  point-blank  declaration  of  love.  It  is  so 
hard  to  groove  such  a  thing  iuto  conversation.  A  man  geta  his 
Verves  flurried,  and  is  so  apt  to  become  thick  of  speech.  I  don't 
how  to  manage  the  topics  that  would  carry  me  up  naturally 
to  the  point,  and  save  mc  from  the  awkwardness  of  an  abrupt 
transition.  There  are  men  who  can  do  it — men  of  goniuB  in  that 
line ;  but  I  am  not  one  of  them.     Yet,  when  you  come  to  reflect 
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upon  it.  it  ought  not  to  be  any  suoh  great  matter.  All  the  world 
is  getting  married  every  day  ;  every  man  has  to  go  through  it — 
an  ordinance  of  nature :  and  it  does  come  to  pass.  But  how  the 
thing  is  managed  so  universally  and  so  successfully — ^by  all  sorts 
of  persons,  of  coarse^ — ^that's  a  great  mystery.  Like  good  Chris- 
tians, we  ought  to  help  one  another." 

"  To  be  sure  we  ought,"  said  I,  "  and  we  will.  Ned.  We  shall 
hold  a  council  upon  it,  and  conduct  our  seige  of  poor  little  BePs 
heart,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  most  approved  strategy.  But 
there  must  be  no  flinching  on  your  part." 

"  I  sometimes  feel  in  a  mood,"  said  Ned,  "  that  would  carry 
me  through,  oflf-hand,  if  I  had  a  chance;  but  then  again" — .  Here 
he  shook  his  head  thoughtfully,  as  much  as  to  say,  that  this  mood 
was  not  the  optative,  to  come  at  his  wish.  "  I  think,"  he  added, 
with  some  animation,  as  if  a  new  and  ingenious  thought  had 
struck  him,  ''  the  best  time  for  it,  Littleton,  is  after  dinner — 
about  twilight,  between  hawk  and  buzzard." 

"  We  must  try  it  with  cool  heads,"  I  replied.  "  As  much  of  the 
hawk  as  you  please,  Ned;  but  no  buzzard  will  serve  us." 

Before  we  had  come  to  this  conclusion,  we  had  several  times 
changed  our  ground,  and  had  now  reached  the  centre  of  a  grove 
of  tall  trees.  Hazard,  having  in  this  conversation  happily  dis- 
burdened his  mind  of  a  weight  that  had  oppressed  it  for  some 
time,  appeared  quite  a  new  man  to  me.  He  became  rational,  gay 
and  confident,  and  was  quite  willing  now  to  dismiss  the  topic  we 
had  agitated  so  long. 

I  was  struck  with  the  scenery  around  us.  It  was  just  such 
a  landscape  as  a  painter  would  delight  to  study  in  detail,  and 
sketch  from  every  point ;  there  was  such  variety  of  foliage,  such 
beautiful  contrasts  of  b'ght  and  shade,  such  bits  of  foreground,  and 
rich  accessories  to  throw  into  a  picture.  The  beech,  the  poplar, 
and  the  sycamore,  all  so  different  in  form,  and  so  majestioal  from 


ago  and  sice,  rose  in  this  forest  from  a  oarpet  of  mattvd  grass  of 
tie  liveliest  verdure.     There  was  no  underwood  to  interrupt  tlie 

r  into  the  deep  recesses  of  shade.  An  oooasionol  straggling 
npe-viae  swung  acrosa  from  tree  to  tree,  embracing  tie  branchea 
-  of  both  in  ita  Luge  serpent-like  folds  ;  and,  here  and  there,  an  erect, 
prim,  and  maidenish  poplar  waa  furbclowed,  from  the  root  all  the 
way  up  to  the  limba,  with  wild  ivjr,  and  in  thia  aylvun  millinery 
cwquetted  with  the  lephyr  that  aeomed  native  to  the  grove. 

Through  this  ecquestered  shade  the  stream  crept  with  a  devi- 
ous course,  brattling,  now  and  then,  at  the  resiatance  of  decayed 
trunks  which  accident  had  thrown  acroas  the  channel, — and  then 
subsiding  again  into  silence. 

As  we  advanced,  swarms  of  tad-poles  darted  from  the  shallow 
into  deeper  water ;  apple-bugs,  as  the  country  people  call  that 
black  beetle-shaped  insect  which  frequents  summer  poola,andwhioh 
is  diatinguishcd  for  the  perfume  of  the  fruit  that  has  given  It  its 
name — danecd  in  busy  moKca  over  the  surface  of  the  still  water ; 
the  large  spider,  resembling  a  wheel  without  its  rim,  shot  forth 
over  his  little  lake,  in  angular  lines,  as  if  making  a  trigonometri- 
oal  survey  of  its  cspanse  ;  and  schools  of  greedy  little  fish  epmng 
up  at  every  mote  that  fell  upon  the  stream.  Then  the  gray  sqnir- 
rol,  with  his  graceful  undulating  tail,  vaulted  furtively  serosa  our 
path  tu  some  neighboring  tree  ;  and  our  attention  was  frequently 
called  to  the  water-snake  with  his  head  thrust  under  a  stone  and 
the  folds  of  his  body  glistening  iu  the  sun  as  the  stream  washed 


Rip  and  bis  goblin  page,  both  of  whom  had  been  long  out  of 
sight,  were  now  in  view.  They  had  grown  weary  of  their  attend* 
ance  upon  us,  and  were  seen  at  this  time  wading  through  the 
brook,  with  their  trousers  drawn  above  the  knee^Rip  leading  the 
way  and  directing  the  motions  of  Beehebub,  who  imitated  all  bis 
gestures  with  a  grin  of  eauoy  good  nature.     They  were  oairyui^ 
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on  a  destmctiye  warfare  against  the  frogs,  and,  by  the  capture  of 
aereral  distingaished  individaals  of  the  cnomj,  had  spread  con- 
sternation along  the  whole  margin  of  the  stream, — insomach,  as 
Kip  declared,  ^'that  not  a  Frenchman  amongst  them  dared  to 
diow  his  goggle-eyes  above  the  water." 

The  sun  was  now  some  hour  or  more  past  his  meridian,  and 
9t  proposed  a  return.  So,  gathering  up  our  spoils,  some  dozens 
if  stone-heads,  suckers,  and  other  small  ish,  which  we  had  taken 
at  inteirals  during  our  colloquy,  and  calling  in  our  skirmishers 
firom  the  battle  of  the  frogs,  we  took  up  our  homeward  line  of 
march — the  two  dripping  and  muddy  mignons  of  our  suite  bring- 
ing .  up  the  rear,  each  bearing  a  string  of  fish  hung  by  the  gilb 
upon  a  willcw  withe.  In  this  array  we  soon  regained  the  court- 
yard of  the  rubasion. 


CHAPTEK  Xin. 


It  is  to  be  rcmiirked  in  regard  to  all  love  affairs,  that  wliatovei 
may  be  the  emliarragfliueDt  of  t|io  dieclosurc,  there  is  by  no  metuia 
the  same  difficulty  in  conversing  about  them  afterwards.  Whea 
the  ice  is  once  broken,  your  genuine  lover  is  never  tired  of  talk- 
ing about  Lia  niistreas. 

For  twenty-four  hours  after  our  late  ramble,  Ned  talked, 
almost  incessantly,  upon  the  tamo  subject.  He  let  it  drop  for  a 
moment,  but  he  waa  sure  to  conie  speedily  back  upon  it  with  a 
new  face,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  that  required  a  serious  delibera- 
tion ;  and  he  insinuated,  that,  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business, 
jnj  advice  was  important  to  determine  whether  he  should  go  on 
^irith  it ;  although  it  was  easy  enough  to  perceive  that  his  mind 
^  was  not  only  quite  made  up,  but  kceuly  set  upon  the  prosecution 
of  the  affair.  Then,  he  affected  to  be  greatly  undecided  as  to 
some  minute  particular  of  conduct.  Again,  bo  had  his  doubta 
whether,  upon  the  whole,  she  really  did  encourage  hini,  In  this 
eentimoiit  ho  was  sincere,  although  be  endeavored  to  persuade 
himself  that  the  matter  was  reasonably  certain.  These  doubta 
made  him  restless,  droll  and  solemn ;  but  again  changing  hia 
mood,  he  presented  the  entire  action  to  me,  from  beginning  to 
end,  as  a  laughable  affair ;  and  that  made  him  swear  at  it,  and 
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ttj  it  was  very  queer — ^uDaccountable — extraordinary  ; — ^that  it 
pat  a  man  in  sach  an  awkward  situation  !  But  his  conclusion 
to  it  all  was,  that  there  was  no  use  in  talking  about  it, — matters 
liad  gone  so  far  that  there  was  no  alternative  ;  he  was  committed 
on  the  point  of  honor,  and  bound  as  a  gentleman  to  make  his  pre- 
tensions good.  I  vexed  him  a  little  by  saying  I  did  not  think 
80 ;  and  that  if  it  was  distasteful  to  him,  I  thought  he  was  at 
liberty  to  retire  when  he  chose.  This  balked  his  humor.  So  I 
consented  to  admit  his  premises  for  the  future,  and  allow  that  he 
was  bound  in  honor.  With  this  admission  he  proceeded  in  his 
argument.  It  all  amounted  to  the  same  thing,  and  the  only 
varieties  I  discovered  after  this,  were  in  his  positions.  He  argued 
it  perpendicularly,  walking,  jumping,  dancing  ;  then  horizontally, 
lolling  over  three  chairs,  stretched  out  on  a  bed,  and  perched  in 
the  windows ;  then  manually,  washing,  dressing,  whistling,  sing- 
ing and  laughing.  In  short,  he  behaved  himself  throughout  the 
whole  debate,  like  a  man  in  love. 

We  were  at  the  height  of  this  disquisition,  on  the  morning  fol- 
lowing Ned's  first  confessions,  about  an  hour  before  dinner,  in  my 
chamber,  extended  at  full  length  upon  the  bed,  with  our  feet  up 
against  the  bed-posts,  when  Eip  came  running  in,  almost  out  of 
breath,  saying,  "  that  if  we  wanted  to  see  something  worth  look- 
ing at,  we  should  come  down  stairs  quickly,  for  there  was  Mr. 
Swansdown  spinning  up  to  the  house,  and  making  the  gravel  fly 
like  hail ;  and  there  was  aunt  Prue,  in  the  drawing-room,  fixing 
a  book  before  her  in  such  a  hurry !  and  Mrs.  Winkle  scolding 
about  the  custards : — And  wasn't  there  going  to  be  fun  i" 

I  went  to  the  window,  and  could  see  the  phenomenon  that 
excited  Rip's  admiration  approaching  the  mansion  like  a  meteor. 
A  new  light  blue  curricle,  with  a  pair  of  long-tailed  bay  horses 
in  fine  keeping,  driven  by  a  gentleman  of  a  delicate,  emaciated 
figure,  and  followed  by  a  servant  in  livery,  had  just  entered  the 
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court-yaril.  Tlie  pluto  of  the  LnrncBS  and  mouldingB  glittered 
with  an  astounding  brillianey  in  the  suu,  and  the  apokes  of  the 
wheels  emitted  ihut  spirited  glare  which  belongs  to  an  equipage 
of  the  highest  polish.  The  lioraes  were  reined  np  at  the  door, 
and  the  gentleman  descended.  It  was  very  evident  that  Mr. 
Singleton  Oglethorpe  Swansdown  was  a  man  to  pruduco  a  sensa- 
tion in  tiic  country. 

Hazard  aod  myself  repaired  to  the  hall.  Meriwether  received 
his  guest  witli  the  plain  and  cordial  manner  natural  tc  him.  Mr, 
Swansdown  has  a  tall  iigure,  and  an  elfemiuate  and  sallow  com- 
plexion, somewhat  impaired  perhaps  by  ill  health,  a  head  of  dark 
hair,  partially  bald,  a  soft  black  eye,  a  gentle  niovcracnt,  a  musi- 
cal, low-toned  voice,  and  a  highly  finished  style  of  dress.  He  was 
very  particular  iu  his  inquiries  aftor  the  family ;  and  having  gone 
through  many  preliminary  civilities,  he  was  shown  to  a  chamber 
to  make  his  toili?t  for  dinner.  Soon  afterwards,  he  appeared  In 
the  drawing-room,  where  he  was  remarkable  for  his  sober,  win- 
ning affability.  He  flattered  Mrs.  Meriwether  upon  her  good 
health,  and  the  fine  appearance  of  the  children.  Lucy  and  Vic- 
toriue  he  thougjit  were  going  to  be  very  beautiful  (liucy  and 
Victorine  both  blushed) :  tliey  miide  him  feel  old,  when  he  recol- 
lected  their  infant  gambols  ;  Master  Philip 
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pleaso  every  body,  by  the  concern  which  he  manifested  in  their 
happiness ;  and  this  was  done  with  such  a  refined  address,  and 
sach  practised  composure,  as  to  render  it  quite  taking.  There  is 
nothing  equal  to  the  self-possession  of  a  gentleman  who  has 
travelled  about  the  world,  and  frequented  the  circles  of  fashion, 
when  he  comes  into  a  quiet,  orderly,  respectable  family  in  the 
country.  It  is  pleasant  to  behold  what  delight  he  takes  to  hear 
himself  talk. 

Swansdown  inherited  from  his  father  an  estate  on  the  Meher- 
rin,  in  the  most  southern  quarter  of  Virginia.     He  is  now  about 
the  prime  of  life,  and  still  a  bachelor.     Being  therefore  a  gentle- 
man without  much  to  keep  him  at  home,  he  has  recently  travelled 
over  Europe,  and  is  very  conversant  besides  with  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Union.     He  has  twice  been  very  nearly  elected  to 
Congress,  and  ascribes  his  failure  to  his  not  being  sufficiently 
tctive  in  the  canvass.     Upon  this  foundation  he  considers  him- 
self a  public  man,  and  of  some  importance  to  the  government. 
It  is  remarked  of  him,  that  he  is  a  very  decided  Virginian  when 
he  is  out  of  tlie  state,  and  a  great  admirer  of  foreign  parts  when 
he  is  at  home.     Ilis  memory  is  stored  with  a  multitude  of  pretty 
sayings,  and  many  singular  adventures  that  have  befallen  liim  in 
his  sundry  travels,  which  he  embellishes  with  a  due  proportion  of 
sentiment.     He  has  the  renown  of  a  poet  and  of  a  philosopher, 
having  some  years  ago  published  a  volume  of  fugitive  rhymes, 
a^d  being  supposed  now  to  be  engaged  in  a  work  of  a  grave, 
speculative  character,  which  it  is  predicted  will  reflect  credit  upon 
the  literature  of  the  South. 

That  he  is  a  bachelor  is  the  fault  only  of  his  stars,  for  ho  has 
courted  a  whole  army  of  belles  between  Maine  and  Georgia,  in 
which  divers  wooing  he  has  been  observed  to  do  remarkably  well 
for  the  first  two  weeks ;  after  which,  somehow  or  other,  he  falls 
off  unaccountably.     And  it  is  said  that  he  can  reckon  more  re- 
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fusitle  on  hia  hesd  tban  b  tliornugh-paccd,  political  office-hunler 
Ho  ifl  wbat  the  sailors  call  an  unlucky  aliip.  One  misfortune  in 
love  mutters  makes  many,  and  three  arc  ()uite  ill-omened  in  tie 
oalcuiation  of  a  liigli-toned,  fashionable  dame.  Tliis  calumity 
bsa  been  so  often  reduplicated  upon  Swausdown,  that  it  is 
thought  be  begins  to  lower  his  pretensions,  and  talk  iu  a  more 
Eobdued  tone  upon  the  subjeet.  He  is  believed  doit  to  eneourage 
the  opinion  that  jfour  raging  belles  are  not  apt  to  make  the  beat 
wives ;  that  a  discreet  lady,  of  good  family  and  unpretending 
manners,  ia  most  likely  to  make  a  sensible  man  bappy ;  great 
beauty  is  not  essential;  the  mad  world  of  fasiiion  is  a  bad  school; 
and  some  auoh  other  dootrines  which  indicate  reflection,  if  not 
disappointment. 

Iu  pnrsuanou  of  tills  temperate  philosophy,  he  is  supposed  to 
be  casting  his  eye  about  the  country,  and  investigating  more  mi- 
nutely the  products  of  those  regions  over  which  he  has  hitherto 
travelled  with  too  much  speed  for  accurate  observation ,  like  n 
military  engineer  whose  first  sarvey  is  directed  to  the  most  pro- 
minent points  of  the  ground,  and  who  retraces  his  steps  to  make 
his  examination  of  the  subordinute  positions. 

From  an  intimacy  of  long  standing  between  Mr.  Tracy  and 
the  father  of  Swansdown,  the  former  has  a  strong  prepossession 
in  favor  of  the  son,  which  is  cherished  by  Singleton  in  a  coarse 
of  aasiduouB  atteutiona,  and,  no  doubt,  enhanced  in  some  degree 
by  tbc  studied  and  formal  cast  of  his  manners.  Mr.  Tracy  dues 
not  fail  to  speak  of  him  as  a  man  of  eicellent  capacity  and  solid 
judgment ;  and  has  therefore  admitted  him  into  a  somewhat  con- 
fidential relation.  He  says,  morotjver,  that  Singleton  is  remark- 
ably vivacious,  and  a  man  of  attic  wit.     This  appears  odd  enough 

I to  those  who  have  the  honor  of  this  worthy's  society, 

^^L^     What  I  have  said  wilt  explain  how  it  came  to  pass  that  this 
^^^Hmtleman  bad  been  selected  ks  Mr.  Tracy's  arbitrntor  In  the 
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qaaAion  of  tlie  boundarj  line.  It  was  with  a,  view  to  tbo  final 
arraagcment  of  thia  anbjcct  that  Swensdown  hail  lately  arriTed 
at  The  Brakea ;  and  ho  had  dow  viaitcd  Swallow  Barn  in  respect 
to  that  identical  ncgotiatLon, 

The  ladies  had  just  retired  from  the  dinner-table,  and  we 
were  sitting  OTcr  our  wine,  when  Harvey  Biggs  and  Ralph  Tracy 
rode  up  to  the  door.  This  addition  to  our  company  gave  a  spur 
to  the  conversation  of  the  table.  Swanadown  had  become  ani- 
mated and  eloquent.  He  descanted  upon  the  occasion  of  hia 
visit ;  that  to  gratify  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Tracy,  he  had  prevailed 
upon  himself  to  proffer  his  aerviee  to  terminate  a  difficult  con- 
troversy, wbioh,  he  had  been  given  to  understand,  was  of  some 
duration.  This  was  one  of  those  imperfect  obligations  which 
appertain  to  the  relation  of  friendship,  Hu  ventured  to  suggest 
an  opinion,  that  the  issue  would  be  auspicious  to  their  mutual 
interests,  and  took  leave  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  neither  of  his 
amialile  and  excellent  friends  would  find  occasion  to  regret  the 
arrangetneDt. 

Meriwether  answered  these  diplomatic  insinuations  with  a  bend 
of  the  head  implying  entire  acquiescence,  and  with  an  occasional 
remark  which  showed  the  little  importance  he  attached  to  the 
matter.  Ned  and  Han-ey  Riggs  oschanged  looks,  drank  their 
wine,  and  listened  to  the  oracle,  Swansdowu,  in  the  course  of 
the  evening,  was  continually  reminded  of  something  ho  had  eeeu 
at  Florence,  or  Vienna,  or  other  places.  The  river,  which  was 
visible  from  our  windows,  pat  htm  in  nitnd  of  the  Lake  of  flcii^  q 
va;  it  only  wanted  the  mountains.  Then,  he  had  choice  a; 
dotes  to  tell  of  distinguished  personages  in  Boston  or  ? 
York ;  and  a  most  pithy  piece  of  scandal  that  hud  transpired  L 
wiotor  at  Washington,  Meriwether  bowod  his  head  again,  1 
very  much  like  a  man  who  was  at  a  loss  how  to  reply,  and  t 
tinned  to  listen  with  the  utmost  suavity.     Harvey  Hi, 
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ofton  drew  the  diaeourae  lulo  a  parenthesis,  as  if  to  get  at 
such  Eiibsidiary  particulars  a^  wore  necessary  to  elucidat«  the 
'rative,  aud  generally,  by  this  mischievous  cwntrivanoe,  took  o3 
finish  whieb  the  speaker  studied  to  give  to  his  recital. 
A  Dcat  little  pamphlet  of  verses  some  time  ago  made  its  op- 
nee  at  Richmond,  in  hot  press,  and  un  the  finest  papei 
dulicatc  effusion  of  superfine  sentiment,  woven  into  a  plain- 
tive tale  ;  and  had  dropped,  apparently,  from  some  bower  of 
gilt  clouds,  as  (hey  floated,  on  one  vernal  evening,  over  the  fash- 
ionable quarter  of  Richmond, — it  was  so  dainty  iu  its  array,  and 
mysterious  iu  its  origin.     '*  Prom  whence  could  it  ccaie,  but 
im  the  EmpyroaTi,  or  from  Hybla,"  said  the  ladies  of  Richmond ; 
or  from  the  divine  pen  of  the  fastidious  and  super-senti mental 
Swanadown  t"  Ned  Hazard  had  brought  this  beautiful  foundling 
to  Snallow  Barn,  and  had  given  it  to  Prudence  Meriwether  to 
nurse.     It  was  now  upon  the  window-seat, 

It  is  necessary  to  state,  that  amidst  all  the  criticism  of  Rich- 
mond, and  the  concurring  determination  of  every  body  to  impute 
the  verses  to  Swansdown,  and  the  consequent  reiteration  of  that 
unputation  by  all  companies,  lie  never  gave  a  plain  denial  of  bis 
paternity;  but,  on  the  coutrury,  took  pleasure  in  hearing  the 
(Iwrgo,  and  was  so  coijuettish  about  the  matter,  and  insinuated 
ijmoh  gentle  doubts,  that  it  was  considered  a  caso  of  avowed  detec- 
tion. 

This  dapper  and  delicious  little  poetical  sally  was  christened 
The  Romaunt  of  Dryasdalc,"  in    the  title-page,  but  was  more 
illy  known  by  the  name  of  "  The  Lapdog  Romance,"  which 
Harvey  Riggs  bad  bestowed  upon  it 

"I  suppose  you  have  seen  this  before  1"  said  Hazard  to 
Swansdown,  as  he  threw  the  book  upon  the  table  before  him. 

Swansdown  pieked  it  up,  Imstily  turned  over  the  leaves,  amlli'd, 
•nd  replied,  "  It  has  made  some  stir  in  its  day.     But  things  like 
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this  are  not  long-lived,  however  well  executed.     This  seems  to 
have  kept  its  ground  much  longer  than  most  of  its  species.'' 

'-  The  common  opinioi),"  said  Ned,  *'  is  not  backward  to  desig- 
nate its  author." 

'•  Of  course,"  replied  Swansdown,  "  if  a  man  has  ever  been 
guilty  in  his  life  of  stringing  couplets,  he  becomes  a  scape-goat 
ever  after.  Is  it  not  somewhat  strange  that  I  should  be  perpetual- 
ly charged  with  this  sort  of  thing  ?  But  it  is  long  since  |  have 
abandoned  the  banks  of  the  Helicon.  I  protest  to  you  I  have  not 
time  for  this  kind  of  idling.  No,  no,  gentlemen,  charge  me  with 
what  indiscretion  you  please,  but  spare  me  from  the  verses." 

"  If  we  could  believe  the  rumors,"  said  Harvey,  '*  we  should 
not  doubt  the  origin  of  this  effusion  ;  but  I  rely  more  on  my  own 
judgment.  I  can  pretty  surely  detect  the  productions  of  persons 
I  am  acquainted  with :  there  is  a  spice,  a  flavor,  in  a  man's  con- 
versation, which  is  certain  to  peep  out  in  the  efforts  of  his  pen. 
Now  this  work  is  diametrically  opposite  to  every  thing  we  know 
of  Mr.  Swansdown.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  studied  and  solemn, 
and  wants  Swansdown's  light  and  familiar  vivacity.  Secondly, 
there  is  an  affectation  of  elegance  utterly  at  war  with  his  ordinary 
manners.     Thirdly," — 

"Oh,  my  dear  sir,"  cried  Swansdown,  "save  me  from  this 
serious  vindication  of  my  innocence.  You  can't  be  in  earnest  in 
thinking  any  one  believes  the  report  ?" 

"  They  do  say  so,"  replied  Harvey,  "  but  I  have  always  de- 
fended you.  I  have  said  that  if  you  chose  to  devote  your  time  in 
this  way,  something  of  a  more  permanent  and  solid  character 
would  be  given  to  ihc  world." 

"  I  have  been  bantered  with  it  by  my  friends  in  the  North," 
added  Swansdown,  "but  tbat  is  a  gauntlet  which  every  man,  who 
dabbles  in  literature,  must  expect  to  run." 

"  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the  poem,"  said  Meriwether, 
with  innocent  gravity. 


123  .\     WAN     IIP     PRETENSIONS. 

"It  is  called  The  Romaunt  of  DryaBdalo,"  said  Swaji&dowiL 

"  Or  Tlie  LnpUofT  Romance,"  added  Ned. 

Straii^down  colored  sliglUlj,  and  then  laugbod  ;  but  iritbotit 
much  lie  art, 

"  Fill  up  your  glass,  Mr,  Swnnsdown,"  said  Meriwether,  "  the 
(ruth  of  wine  is  a  gnoil  companion  to  the  fictiou  of  poetry.  la 
tliis  tiling  much  admired?" 

'■A  good  deal,"  replied  Swanadown. 

'■  Aniongat  the  young  kdiea  of  the  boarding-school,  especially," 
Baid  Ilarvey. 

"  If  I  were  disposed  to  criticise  it,"  said  Ned,  "  I  should  say 
that  the  author  has  been  more  euccossful  in  his  rhyme  than  in  Lis 
story." 

"  Yes,"  added  Harvey,  "  the  jingle  of  the  veree  is  its  great 
merit,  and  scorns  to  have  so  completely  satisfied  the  writer,  that 
ho  has  forgiit.tcn  to  bring  the  story  forward  at  all.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  make  out  esoctty  what  is  the  Hubjcot  of  it." 

-'Then  the  seutiment,"  continued  Hazard, ''in  which  it  abouods 
is  somewhat  over-mystical ;— one  fliglit  runs  so  into  the  other 
that  it  is  not  very  easy  to  comprehend  them." 

'■  That,"  said  Harvey,  "iR  an  admirable  invention  in  vr 
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when  Cupid  takes  a  flight  on  a  spring  morning,  with  his  wings 
bound  with  roses,  he  must  necessarily,  at  every  flutter,  shake  off 
some  of  these  odoriferous  flowers  ;  and  then,  as  the  lady's  breath 
is  redolent  of  aromatic  flavors,  the  resemblance  is  complete.  I'l. 
read  the  passage  aloud,  if  you  please." 

^  Meriwether,"  said  Swansdown  in  evident  embarrassment 
bat  still  endeavoring  to  preserve  a  face  of  gayety,  '^  suppose  ifi 
take  a  turn  across  your  lawn  before  dark? — We  want  a  little 
motion." 

"  Won*t  you  stay  to  hear  this  flight  of  Cupid  ?"  asked  Ned, 
taking  up  the  book. 

"  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  very  fine,"  said  Swansdown.  "  But 
your  account  of  it  is  so  much  better,  that  I  should  not  like  to 
weaken  the  impression  of  it." 

Saying  this,  he  retreated  from  the  dining-room,  and  waited 
at  the  front  door  for  Meriwether,  who  almost  immediately  fol- 
lowed. 

In  the  evening  our  party  played  at  whist ;  Prudence  and 
the  poet  making  partners  against  Meriwether  and  Harvey ;  whilst 
the  rest  of  us  sat  round  as  spectators  of  the  game.  Mr.  Chub,  as 
usual,  smoked  his  pipe  in  the  porch,  and  the  children  slept  about 
the  corners  of  the  room.  Swansdown  had  grown  dull,  and  his 
particularly  accomplished  bearing  appeared  somewhat  torpid,  ex- 
cept now  and  then,  when  he  had  occasion  to  make  an  inquiry 
respecting  the  game,  which  he  did  in  a  manner  that  no  vulgar 
whist-player  may  ever  hope  to  emulate  :  as  thus. — putting  on  an 
interrogative  look,  gently  bending  his  body  forward,  extending 
,  his  left  arm  a  little  outward  from  his  breast,  and  showing  a  fine 
diamond  ring  •  on  his  little  finger,  and  asking  with  a  smile, — so 
soft  that  it  could  hardly  be  called  a  smile, — "  spades  are  trumps  ?" 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Mr  grand  uncle  Edwnrd  Hazard,  the  father  of  Walte' ,  was 
from  all  aeeountfl,  a  man  of  an  active,  speculating  tarn.  He  was 
always  busy  in  schemes  to  improve  his  estate,  and,  it  is  said,  throw 
away  a  great  deal  of  money  by  way  of  bettering  Lis  fortune.  He 
was  a  gentleman  who  had  spent  3  eonsiderablc  portion  of  his  life 
in  England,  and  when  he  settled  hiniBelf,  at  last,  in  pOHsession  of 
his  patrimony  at  Swallow  Barn,  be  was  filled  with  magnificent 
projects,  which,  tradition  saj-s.  to  bear  bim  explain,  would  have 
Bfttisficd  any  man,  to  a  inatheniatioal  demonstration,  that  with  the 
eipeniliture  of  a  few  thousand  pounds,  Swallow  Barn  would  have 
risen  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  value.  He  was  a  very  authorita- 
tive man,  also,  in  tho  province ;  belonged  frequently  to  the  Hoose 
of  Burgesses ;  and  was,  more  than  once,  in  the  privy  council.  Tho 
family  now  look  up  to  my  grand  uncle  Edward,  as  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  individuals  of  the  stock,  and  take  a  great  deal 
of  pride  in  hia  importance:  they  say  ho  was  a  most  astoniaUing 
rake  in  London,  and  a  wonderful  speaker  in  the  provincial  legis- 
lature. 

Connected  with  these  two  developments  of  his  character,  there 
are  two  portraits  of  bini  at  Swallow  Barn.  One  represents  him 
in  an  embroidered  coat  n'ithout  a  cape,  a  highly  worked  cravat. 
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tied  tight  enough  round  his  neck  to  choke  him,  which  makes  his 
ejes  seem  to  start  from  their  sockets ;  an  inordinately  bedizened 
waistcoat,  satin  small-clothes,  silk  stockings,  and  large  buckles  in 
his  shoes.  His  complexion  is  of  the  most  effeminate  delicacy,  and 
his  wig  seems  to  form  a  white  downy  cushion  for  a  small  fringed 
cooked-hat.  By  the  portrait,  he  could  not  have  been  much  above 
twenty  years  of  age  ;  and  his  air  is  prodigiouisly  conceited.  The 
second  picture  exhibits  a  gentleman  with  a  fine,  bluff,  and  some- 
what waggish  face,  past  the  meridian  of  life,  arrayed  in  brown 
and  in  an  oratorical  attitude,  intended,  doubtless,  to  represent  him 
in  the  legislature. 

Now  it  must  be  made  known,  that  the  tract  of  land,  called  The 
Brakes,  belonging  to  the  Tracy  family,  lies  adjacent  to  Swallow 
Barn.  In  old  times  the  two  estates  wore  divided  by  a  small 
stream  that  emptied  into  the  James  River,  and  that  is  still  known 
bj  the  name  of  the  Apple-pie  Branch.  This  rivulet  traverses  a 
range  of  low  grounds  for  some  miles,  occasionally  spreading  itself 
out  into  morasses,  which  were  formerly,  and  in  some  places  are 
now,  overgrown  with  thickets  of  arrow-wood,  nine-bark,  and  various 
other  shrubs,  the  growth  of  this  region.  The  main  channel  of 
the  stream  through  these  tangled  masses,  was  generally  distinct 
enough  to  be  traced  as  a  boundary  line,  although  the  marsh  ex- 
tended some  distance  from  each  bank.  In  the  course  of  this 
stream  there  is  one  point  where  the  higher  ground  of  the  country 
stretches  in  upon  the  bed  of  the  marsh,  from  either  side,  so  as  to 
leave  a  gorge  of  about  a  hundred  yards  in  width,  from  both  of 
which  eminences  the  spectator  may  look  back  upon  the  low  lands 
of  the  swamp  for  nearly  a  mile. 

Just  at  that  period  of  the  life  of  my  grand  uncle  when  his 
fever  of  improvement  had  risen  to  its  crisis,  and  when  he  was 
daily  creating  immense  fortunes, — in  his  dreams, — it  struck  him, 
upon  looking  at  the  gorge  I  have  described,  that  with  very  little 


trouble  and  expense,  he  migbt  throw  a  atout  breastwork  from  one 

Hide  to  the  other,  and  have  as  fiue  a  mill-dam  as  any  man  could 
posfiibl;  desire.  It  was  so  simple  an  operation  that  he  wus  sur- 
prised it  had  never  occurred  to  him  before.  And  then  a  flour  mill 
might  be  erected  a  short  distancQ  below, — which  would  cost  hut 
a  trifle, — and  the  inovitablo  result  would  bo,  that  this  unprofitable 
tract  of  waste  land  would  thereupon  become  the  most  valuable 
-  part  of  the  estate. 

I        I  am  told  that  it  belonged  to  the  oharaoter  of  my  grand  uncle 

■i|b  &I1  absolutely  iu  love  with  every  new  project.     He  turned  this 

one  over  in  his  mind  for  two  or  three  nights  ;  and  it  became  as 

oleor  to  him  as  daylight,  that  ho  was  to  work  wonders  with  his 

mill. 

So,  reflecting  that  he  had  bnt  sixteen  irons  in  the  fire  at  this 
time,  ho  wont  to  work  without  a  moment's  delay.  The  first  thing 
he  did  was  to  send  an  order  to  Bristol,  (for  he  never  had  any 
opinion  of  the  mechanics  at  homo.)  for  a  complete  set  of  mill  ma- 
chinery ;  and  tlie  second,  to  put  up  a  house  of  piue  weather-boards, 
for  the  mill.  Contemporaneously  with  this  last  operation,  he  set 
about  the  dam ;  and,  in  the  course  of  one  summer,  he  had  a  liuge 
breastwork  of  logs  thrown  across  the  path  of  the  modest,  diminu- 
tive Apple-pie,  which  would  have  terrified  the  stream  even  if  it 
had  been  a  giant. 

As  soon  as  this  structure  was  completed,  the  waters  began  to 
gather.  My  grand  uncle  came  down  every  day  to  look  at  them, 
and  as  he  saw  them  gradually  pucrouching  upon  the  different  Uttlo 
mounds  of  the  swamp,  it  is  said  he  smiled,  and  remarked  to  Uis 
son  Walter,  whom  he  froquently  took  with  him,  "that  it  was 
strange  to  see  what  results  were  produced  by  human  art."  And 
it  is  also  told  of  him.  that  ho  made  his  way,  during  this  rising  of 
the  waters,  to  a  tree  in  the  bed  of  the  dam,  to  notch  with  his  pen- 
knife n  point  to  wtidi  tliu  flood  would  ultimately  tend ;  that,  while 
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Bioopmg  to  take  a  level  with  the  breast  of  the  dam.  he  lost  his 
balance,  and  was  upset  into  a  pool,  formed  by  the  encroaching 
element ;  and  that,  when  Walter  expected  to  see  him  in  a  passion 
at  this  mishap,  he  rose  laughing,  and  observed,  ^*  that  the  bed  of 
the  dam  was  a  damned  bad  bed ;"  which  is  said  to  bo  the  only 
pun  that  ever  was  made  in  the  Hazard  family,  and  therefore  I 
have  put  it  on  record. 

In  a  few  days,  with  the  help  of  one  or  two  rains,  the  pool  was 
9ompletely  full ;  and,  to  the  infinite  pleasure  of  my  grand  uncle, 
%  thin  thread  of  water  streamed  over  one  comer  of  the  dam,^ — the 
most  beautiful  little  cascade  in  the  world ;  it  looked  like  a  glossy 
streamer  of  delicate  white  ribbon.  My  grand  uncle  was  delighted. 
'  There,  my  boy,"  said  he  to  Walter,  "  there  is  Tivoli  for  you  I 
We  shall  have  our  mill  a-going  in  a  week." 

Sure  enough,  that  day  week,  off  went  the  mill.  All  the  com 
>f  the  farm  was  brought  down  to  this  place ;  and.  for  an  hour  or 
Iwo  that  morning,  the  mill  clattered  away  as  if  it  had  been  filled 
with  a  thousand  iron-shod  devils,  all  dancing  a  Scotch  reel.  My 
grand  uncle  thumped  his  cane  upon  the  floor  with  a  look  of  tri- 
umph, whilst  his  eyes  started  from  his  head,  as  he  frequently 
exclaimed  to  the  people  about  him,  ^'  I  told  you  so ;  this  comes 
of  energy  and  foresight ;  this  shows  the  use  of  a  man's  faculties. 
my  boy !" 

It  was  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  or  perhaps  two  hours, — as 
my  authority  affirms, — after  the  commencement  of  this  racket  and 
clatter  in  the  mill,  that  my  grand  uncle,  and  all  the  others  who 
were  intent  upon  the  operation,  were  a  little  surprised  to  discover 
that  the  millstone  began  to  slacken  in  its  speed ;  the  bolting  cloth 
was  manifestly  moving  lazily,  and  the  wheels  were  getting  tired. 
Presently,  a  dismal  screech  was  heard,  that  sounded  like  all  the 
trampets  of  Pandemonium  blown  at  once ;  it  was  a  prolonged, 
agonizing,  diabolical  note  that  went  to  the  very  soul. 
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"  In  the  name  of  all  the  imps  of  Tartarus, — (a  hmoas  iotei^ 
I  of  my  grand  uncle.)  wbat  is  ihatT"  "It'a  only  the  big 
wheel  stopped  a^  chock  as  a  tombstone,'-  said  the  millef  '■  and  it 
naturally  screeches,  beoanse,  you  see,  the  gudgeon  is  new,  and 
wants  grease,"  Hereupon  a  court  of  inquiry  was  instituted :  and, 
Hteadtog  the  van,  followed  by  the  whole  troop,  out  went  my  grand 
f 'Wiole  to  look  at  the  head-gate.  Well,  not  a  thing  was  to  be  seen 
there  but  a  large  solitary  buU'frog,  squatted  on  hia  hnms  at  the 
bottom  of  the  race,  and  looking  up  »t  hb  Tisitora  with  the  most 
piteous  and  imploring  countenance,  as  much  as  to  aay,  "  I  assure 
you,  gentlemen,  I  am  exceedingly  astonished  at  this  cxiranrdinary 
coDTulsioD  myself,  which  has  left  me,  as  you  perceive,  naked  and 
dry."  Then  thn  court  proceeded  upon  tbeir  investigation  towards 
the  dam,  to  observe  bow  that  came  on. 

I  can  readily  imagine  bow  my  grand  uncle  looked,  when  the 
Bccne  here  Rrst  presented  itself  to  bis  view.  It  must  have  been 
a  look  of  droll,  waggish,  suletiin,  silent  wonder,  wbich,  for  the 
time,  leaves  It  a  matter  of  perfect  doubt  whether  it  is  to  terminate 
in  a  laugh  or  a  cry.  In  the  first  plaoe,  the  beautiful  ribbon  oas- 
cade  was  clean  gone.  In  the  second,  there  irere  all  the  little  tas- 
socka  of  the  swamp,  showing  their  small  green  heads  above  the 
surface  of  the  water,  which  would  hardly  have  uovercd  one's  shoe- 
top  ;  and  there  were  all  the  native  shrubs  of  the  marsh,  l>ending 
forwards,  iu  scattered  gronpa,  like  a  set  of  rose  bushes  that  had 
been  visited  by  n  shower  ;  dripping  wet,  and  having  their  slender 
atalks  tangled  with  weeds ;  and  there  was,  towards  the  middle,  a 
Lttle  line  of  rivulet  meandering  down  to  the  edge  of  tbe  dam, 
and  tben  bnlJing  its  unambitious  course  parallel  with  tho  breast- 
work, deploying  to  tbe  left,  where  it  entered  the  race,  and  tripping 
along  gently,  down  to  tho  very  seat  of  tho  bull-frog,  "  Hoity, 
toity,"  oried  my  grand  uncle,  after  hu  had  paused  loog  enough  to 
Gud  fipeeoh,  "  here  u  some  mistake  in  this  matter  I" 
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Now,  it  is  a  principle  of  physios,  that  an  exhausted  reoeiver 
is  the  worst  thing  in  the  world  to  make  a  draught  upon.  The 
mill-dam  was  like  a  bank  that  had  paid  out  all  its  specie,  and, 
consequently,  could  not  bare  the  run  made  upon  it  by  the  big 
wheel,  which,  in  turn,  having  lost  its  credit,  stopped  payment 
with  that  hideous  yell  that  wrought  such  a  shock  upon  the  nerves 
of  my  grand  uncle. 

In  vain  did  the  old  gentleman  ransack  the  stores  of  his 
philosophy,  to  come  at  this  principle.  He  studied  the  case  for 
half  an  hour,  examined  the  dam  in  every  part,  and  was  exceed- 
ingly perplexed.  '^  Those  rascals  of  muskrats  have  been  at 
work,"  said  he.  So,  the  examination  was  conducted  to  this 
point  \  but  not  a  hole  could  be  found.  ^*  The  soil  is  a  porous, 
open,  filtrating  kind  of  soil,"  said  the  old  gentleman. 

"  It  seems  to  me,  master,"  said  an  arch  looking  negro,  who 
was  gaping  over  the  flood-gate  upon  the  muddy  waste,  '^  that  the 
milVs  run  out  of  water." 

^  Who  asked  you  for  your  opinion,  you  scoundrel  ?"  said  my 
grand  uncle  in  a  great  fury, — ^for  he  was  now  beginning  to  fret, — 
^  get  out  of  my  sight,  and  hold  your  tongue  1" 

'^  The  fellow  is  right,"  said  the  miller,  "  we  have  worked  out 
the  water,  that's  clear !" 

^  It's  a  two-hour-mill,"  added  the  negro,  in  a  voice  scarcely 
audible,  taking  the  risk  6^  my  grand  uncle's  displeasure,  and 
grinning  saucily  but  good-hun.oredly,  as  he  spoke. 

It  is  said  that  my  grand  uncle  looked  at  the  black  with  the 
most  awful  face  he  ever  put  on  in  his  life.  It  was  blood-red 
with  anger.  But,  bethinking  himself  for  a  moment,  he  remained 
silent,  as  if  to  subdue  his  temper. 

There  was  something,  however,  in  the  simple  observation  of 
the  negro,  that  responded  exactly  to  my  grand  uncle's  secret 
thoughts ;  and  some  such  conviction  rising  up  in  his  mind,  gradu- 
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Itlly  leot  its  aid  to  sinoLlier  bis  wrsth.  How  oonld  he  best  the 
Bipoor  fellow  for  sfieaking  the  trulh  I  It  was, — and  he  nnw  ssw  it 
»:1rrittcn  in  charscters  that  could  ijot  he  iDistaketi. — it  was.  after 
fiwU  his  trouble,  and  expense^  and  fond  antioipationa,  ■'  a  two-bour- 
BiE" 

"  Stop  tbe  mill,"  said  my  grand  nnele,  turning  round,  and 
qteaking  in  ttie  mildest  voice  to  the  miller, "  atop  the  niiU;  we 
ihnJl  disGontinue  oar  work  to  day  " 

"  'Sijuire,"  replied  the  miller,  '■  tbe  mill  has  been  aa  ailent  aa 
I  ft  church  for  tbe  last  hour." 

"True,"  said  my  grand  uncle,  recollecting  himself;  "  corae, 
Walter,  wo  will  mount  our  horacB,  and  think  over  this  matter 
when  we  get  home.  It  is  very  eKtraordina.rj  I  Why  didn't  I 
foresee  this?  Never  mind,  we  will  have  water  enough  there  to- 
morrow, my  boy  I" 

He  lilnwly  went  to  the  fence  comer,  and  untied  his  horse,  and 

gilt  up  into  his  saddle  as  leisurely  aa  if  he  had  been  at  a  fuoerai- 

Waltcr  mounted  his.  and  they  both  rode  homenard  at  a  walk  ; 

-my  grand  uncle  whistling  Malbrouk  all  the  way.  in  an  under  key 

'  uiil  swinging  hia  cane  round  and  round  bv  the  tas^^c-L 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


THE   OLD   MILL. 


It  fortonfttelj  happened  that  a  tolerably  wet  season  followed  this 
first  experiment  of  the  mill.  But  with  all  the  advantages  of  fre- 
quent rains,  the  mortifying  truth  became  every  day  more  apparent, 
that  my  grand  uncle's  scheme  of  accommodating  the  neighbor- 
hood with  a  convenient  recourse  for  grinding  their  corn,  was  des- 
tined to  be  balked,  in  the  larger  share  of  its  usefulness,  by  that 
physical  phenomenon  which  was  disclosed  to  him  on  the  first  day 
of  his  operatioiia;  to  wit,  that  his  capacious  reservoir  was  emptied 
in  a  much  more  rapid  ratio  than  it  was  filled.  It  was  like  a  profli- 
gate spendthrift  whose  prodigality  exceeds  his  income.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  mill  was  obliged  to  submit  to  the  des- 
tiny of  working  from  one  to  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and  then 
to  stop  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  except  in  the  very  wet  weather  of 
the  spring,  (and  then  there  was  no  great  supply  of  corn,)  in 
order,  by  the  most  careful  husbandry,  to  wring  from  the  reluctant 
little  water-course  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  next  day's  employ- 
ment. 

This  was  a  serious  loss  to  the  country  around  ;  for  my  grand 
uncle  had  talked  so  much  about  his  project,  and  extolled  his 
benefaction  so  largely,  that  the  people  had  laid  out  their  accounts 
to  take  all  their  grists  to  his  mill     They  came  there,  all  through 


itrowds  and  nothing  was  n 
seo  a,  iloien  ruminative  old  lioraca,  with  n.s  many  little  bare-leggeJ 
uegroes  astride  upon  theni,  with  the  large  canvas  mill-bags 
spread  out  for  saddles,  all  collect  nf  a  morning  round  the  mill 
door,  each  waiting  for  his  turn  to  get  hia  saak  filled.  SometimeR 
these  monkcjs  were  fast  asleep  for  hours  on  their  steeds ;  and 
sometimes  they  made  great  confuaion  about  the  premises  with 


their  wild  shouts,  and  screamB,  and  rough-and-tumble  fights  in 
which  thej  were  often  engaged.  But  it  invariably  fell  out  that 
at  least  half  were  disappointed  of  their  errands,  and  were  obliged 
to  attend  the  next  day.  In  the  dry  spells  the  mill  stopped 
altogether.  These  things  gave  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  many  good  customers  abandoned  the  mill  entirely. 
I  am  told,  also,  that  the  old  gentleman  was  singularly  anfortQ- 
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nate  in  his  choice  of  a  miller.  He  had  a  great  giant  of  a  fellow 
in  that  station,  who  was  remarkahle  for  a  hard-favored,  knotty, 
red  head,  and  a  particularly  quarrelsome  temper.  So  that  it  of- 
ten happened,  when  the  neighhors  expostulated  in  rather  too 
severe  terms  against  the  difficulty  of  getting  their  corn  ground, 
this  functionary,  who  was  a  little  of  the  mould  of  the  ancient 
miller  as  we  read  of  him  in  the  Rohin  Hood  ballads,  made  hut 
few  words  of  it,  and  gave  the  remonstrants  a  sound  threshing, 
by  way  of  bringing  them  to  reason.  Then  again,  the  dam  formed 
a  large  pestilent  lake,  and,  by  its  frequent  exposure  of  the 
bottom  to  the  sun,  engendered  foul  vapors  that  made  the  coun- 
try, in  the  autumn,  very  unhealthy. 

These  circumstances,  in  process  of  time,  worked  sadly  to  the 
disparagement  of  my  grand  uncle's  profits,  and  set  the  people  to 
talking  in  harsh  terms  against  his  whole  undertaking.  They 
said  the  worst  thing  they  could  of  it.  <'  That  it  was  a  blasted 
thundergost  mill,  and  not  worth  a  man's  while  to  be  fooling  about 
it  with  his  corn,  as  long  as  he  could  get  it  ground  any  where  else, 
if  it  was  ten  miles  off!" 

In  process  of  time  the  miller  was  turned  away  ;  and  then  the 
machinery  got  out  of  order,  and  my  grand  uncle  would  not  re- 
pair ;  and  so  the  mill  came  to  a  dead  halt.  Following  the  course 
of  nature,  too,  the  dam  began  to  manifest  symptoms  of  a  prema- 
ture old  age.  First,  the  upper  beams  decayed  by  the  action  of 
the  sun  upon  them ;  after  these,  the  lower  part  of  the  structure 
broke  loose.  But  what  with  drift-wood,  and  leaves,  and  rubbish, 
the  mound,  which  constituted  the  breastwork,  remained  sufficently 
firm  to  support  the  pond  for  some  years.  It  was  a  famous  place 
for  black  snakes  and  sunfish  in  summer,  and  wild  ducks  in  win- 
ter. All  this  time  the  stream  found  a  vent  through  an  opening 
that  had  been  worn  in  the  breastwork ;  and,  consequently,  the 
race  had  become  entirely  dry,  and  grown  over  with  grass. 


Toar  iher  ycnr  tlie  surt'ncc  of  the  pond  grw  gradiu 
i  retre&ted  slovrly  from  its  former  edge,  aud  bvcanie  1 
ileogth,  at  tliu  breaking  np  of  ona  unusually  bols' 
lad  surljr  wintur,  tliero  Dumt'  on,  in  the  uontU  of  Mnreh,  a  week 
of  lieav^  and  incesaniU  rain.  This  celebrated  week  closed  with 
one  of  tlie  most  furitms  teinpeRls  ever  remembered  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  Tliu  iioavcna  poured  down  llicir  wrath  upon  'be 
ineoutinent  will-dBm;  llie  winds  ruahed,  with  a  confuuitding  en- 
ergy, over  this  desolate  trnut,  driving  the  waters  before  tliem  in 
torrents;  wi  away  went  the  rickety  old  breastwork, with  all  the 
itnpriBoued  pool  behind  it. 

The  next  morning  the  tempest  subsided.  Tlio  sun  smiled 
^in  over  the  chilly  scene ;  and  there  was  the  fuming  and  a&'ight- 
I  ttd  little  Apple-pic,  in  all  its  former  iDsignificance  Nut  a  troeo 
of  the  breastwmk  was  left ;  and  there  was  to  be  seen  the  tbul 
ud  alimy  bed  of  the  mill  pond,  exposed  in  shocking  nakedness 
to  the  eye.  Long  green  tresses  of  weed,  covered  with  the  velvet 
of  many  years'  accumulation  beneath  the  Hurfaeo  of  the  water, 
lay  strewed  about,whcrever  soy  stubborn  shrub  oconrrcd  to  nrre.''t 
their  passage  ;  huge  trunks  of  trees,  moss-grown  and  rotten,  iroro 
imbedded  upon  the  muddy  surface ;  briers,  leaves,  and  other 
vegetable  wrecks  were  banked  up  on  each  other  in  Tartons  forms, 
I  mingled,  here  and  there,  with  the  battered  and  shapeless  carcasses 
firf  the  smaller  vermin  that  frequented  the  pond.  The  windswept 
with  a  brisk  and  whistling  speed  over  this  damp  bottom,  and 
visited,  wiih  a  wintry  rigor,  the  shivering  spcotntor.'f  whom  curi- 
osity had  attracted  to  witness  the  ravages  of  the  night;  but,  in  the 
midst  of  all,  the  feeble  and  narrow  Apple-pie  shot  hastily  along 
with  a  turbid  stronm,  pursuing  his  course  through,  onder,  and 
•round  the  collected  impedimenta  in  bis  path,  as  near  as  posvible 
in  the  very  same  channel  which,  ten  or  fifteen  years  before,  ho 
bad  hwa  wont  to  inhabit ;  as  if  onconsoious  that  this  disturbancB 
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in  the  fiaoe  of  nature  could  bo  attributed,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
to  such  an  inefficient  and  trifling  imp  as  himself:  by  no  means  an 
imimpFessiTe  type  of  the  confusion  and  riot  which  the  most  sordid 
mnd  paltry  passions  may  produce  in  the  moral  world,  when  suffered 
to  gather  up  and  gangrene  in  the  system. 

As  I  have  introduced  this  narrative  to  make  my  reader  ac- 
quainted with  the  merits  of  the  controversy  relative  to  the  boun- 
dary line,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  inform  him,  that  when  my 
grand  uncle  first  entered  upon  this  project  of  the  mill,  he  imme- 
diately opened  a  negotiation  with  Mr.  Gilbert  Tracy,  his  neigh- 
bor,— ^who  was  at  that  time  the  proprietor  of  The  Brakes, — ^for 
the  purchase  of  so  much  of  the  land,  or  rather  of  the  marsh,  which 
lay  eastward  of  the  Apple-pie  Branch,  as  was  sufficient  for  the 
projected  mill-dam.  I  have  already  told  my  readers  that  the 
Branch  itself  was  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  estates ;  and, 
consequently,  my  grand  uncle  was  already  in  possession  of  all 
westward  of  that  line.  In  his  communications  with  Mr.  Gilbert 
Tracy  on  this  subject,  he  unfolded  his  whole  scheme,  and,  without 
the  least  difficulty,  obtained  the  purchase  he  desired.  There  were 
several  letters  passed  between  them,  which  stated  the  purpose 
contemplated ;  and  the  deed  that  was  executed  on  the  occasion 
also  recites,  that  '^  Edward  Hazard,  Esquire,  of  Swallow  Barn, 
conceiving  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  good  peo- 
ple residing  on,  frequenting  and  using  the  lands  in  the  vicinage 
of  the  stream  of  water,  commonly  known  and  called  by  the  name 
of  the  Apple-pie  Branch,  that  a  convenient  and  serviceable  mill, 
adapted  to  the  grinding  of  wheat,  rye,  and  Indian  corn,  should  be 
constructed  on  the  said  Apple-pie,  &c. ;"  and  also,  ^*  that  the  said 
Edward  Hazard,  Esquire,  having  carefully  considered  the  capa- 
city, fall,  force  of  water,  head  and  permanency  of  the  said  Apple- 
pie  Branch  for  the  maintenance  and  supply  of  a  mill  as  aforesaid ; 
and  being  convinced  and  certified  of  the  full  and  perfect  fitness  of 
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h  nine,  for  tbo  purposes  aforos^d ;"  the  snid  OilLert  Tmcjr 
ksBfarred;  &c.,  a  full  title  "  to  so  much  of  the  snid  Innd  as  it  may 
Ije  found  useful  and  necessary  to  occupy  in  lUe  ftocomplisbment 
of  Ibe  said  design,  &o.;  the  said  Edward  Hazard  paying  therefor 
At  the  rate  of  one  pound,  carrcut  money  of  Virginia,  for  each  and 
every  acre  thereof" 

By  this  conveyance,  the  westero  limit  of  The  Brakes  was  re- 
moved from  the  channel  of  the  Branch  to  the  water  edge  of  the 
mill-pond,  as  soon  as  tbo  same  should  be  created. 

My  grand  uncle,  after  the  failure  of  his  scheme,  could  never 
bear  to  talk  about  it.  It  fretted  him  ejceodingly;  and  he  was 
sure  to  get  into  a  pnsBion  whenever  it  was  mentioned.  He  swore 
at  it,  and  said  a  great  many  harsb  things;  for,  I  am  told,  he 
was  naturally  a  passionate  man,  and  was  not  very  patient  under 
contradiction.  He  would  not  even  go  near  the  place,  but  gen- 
erally took  some  pains,  in  bis  rides,  to  avoid  it.  When  tbey  told 
hiTU  that  the  storm  had  carried  away  the  dam,  he  broke  oat  with 
one  of  his  usual  odd  kind  of  oaths,  and  said,  "he  was  glad  of  it; 
it  was  a  byperboUaal,  preposterous  abortion  ; — he  must  have  been 
under  the  influence  of  the  moon  when  he  conceived  it,  and  of 
Satan  when  ho  brought  it  forth  ;  and  he  rejoiced  that  the  winds 
of  heaven  had  obliterated  every  monument  of  bis  folly. "  Besides 
this,  he  said  many  other  things  of  it  eqnally  severe. 

The  date  of  this  freak  of  the  old  gentleman  was  somewhere 
^^L^about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  The  ruin  of  the  mill  is  still 
^^^R'(q  be  seen.  Its  roof  has  entirely  disappeared  ;  a  part  of  the  walls 
^^^L  mte  yet  standing,  and  the  shaft  of  the  great  wheel,  with  one  or  two 
^^H.of  the  pinions  attached,  still  lies  across  its  appropriate  bed.  The 
^^^■•^ot  is  embowered  with  ancient  beech  trees,  and  forms  a  pleasant 
^^^[  and  Horeno  picture  of  woodland  qniot.  The  track  of  the  race  ia 
'  to  be  traced  by  some  obscure  vestiges,  and  two  mounds  remain, 

showing  the  abutments  of  tbe  dam.     A  range  of  light  willows 
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grows  npon  what  I  presume  was  once  the  edge  of  the  mill-pond ; 
bat  the  intervening  marsh  presents  now,  as  of  old,  its  complicated 
thickets  of  water  plants,  amongst  which  the  magnolia,  at  its  ac- 
customed season,  exhibits  its  beautifal  flower,  and  throws  abroad 
its  rich  perfame. 

Before  the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  Gilbert  Tracy 
paid  the  debt  of  nature.  The  present  proprietor,  his  eldest  son, 
inherited  his  estate.  Old  Edward  Hazard  figured  in  that  mo- 
mentous struggle,  and  lived  long  enough  after  its  close  to  share, 
with  many  gallant  spirits  of  the  time,  the  glories  of  its  triumph. 
Isaac,  the  son  of  his  old  friend,  preserved  a  neutral  position  in 
the  contest ;  and,  being  at  heart  a  thorough-going  loyalist,  the  in- 
tercourse between  him  and  the  family  at  Swallow  Barn  grew  rare 
and  unsocial.  The  political  principles  of  the  two  families  were 
widely  at  variance ;  and,  in  those  times,  such  differences  had  their 
influence  upon  the  private  associations  of  life.  Still  it  is  be- 
lieved, and  I  suppose  with  some  foundation  for  the  opinion,  that 
the  good  offices  of  my  grand  uncle,  secretly  exerted,  and  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Tracy,  had  the  effect  to  preserve  The 
Brakes  from  confiscation, — ^the  common  misfortune  of  the  dis- 
affected in  the  war :  an  affectionate  remembrance  of  his  old  friend 
Gilbert,  and  the  youth  of  the  successor  to  the  estate  at  that  time, 
being  imagined  to  have  actuated  Edward  Hazard  in  this  manifes- 
tation of  kindness. 

My  grand  uncle,  very  soon  after  the  peace,  was  gathered  to 
bis  fathers,  and  has  left  behind  him  a  name,  of  which,  as  I  have 

before  remarked,  the  family  are  proud.  Amongst  the  monu- 
ments which  still  exist  to  recall  him  to  memory,  I  confess  the  old 
mill,  to  me,  is  not  the  least  endearing.  Its  history  has  a  whim- 
sical bearing  upon  his  character,  illustrating  his  ardent,  uncalcu- 
lating  zeal;  his  sanguine  temperament;. his  public  spirit;  his 
odd  perceptions ;  and  that  dash  of  comic,  headstrong  humorous- 


nc88  that,  I  tbink,  Ima  reappeared,  after  the  shifting  of  ODo  gcn- 
eratioD,  in  Nod. 

I,  accordinglj,  froquoutly  go  with  Ned  to  thifl  spot;  and,  U 
we  stretch  ourselves  out  opoB  tho  grasE,  io  the  ailent  shade  of  the 
beech  trees,  or  wander  around  the  old  ruin,  the  spot  becoiuea 
peopled  to  our  imaginations  wttli  tho  ancient  retainers  of  Swal- 
low Barn  ;  the  fiery-headed  miller  ;  the  elvish  little  negroes  who 
have  probablj  all  sunk,  hoary-Ueadcd,  to  the  grave,  leaving  their 
effigies  behind,  as  perfect  as  id  the  days  when  they  themeelvea 
rode  to  mill ;  and  last  of  all,  our  venerable  ancestors. 

Out  of  these  materials,  we  fabncaite  some  amusing  and  touch- 
ing Btoriee. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 


PROCEEDINGS    AT    LAW. 


It  was  about  the  year  1790,  that  my  uncle  Walter  began  to  turn 
his  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  Apple-pic  frontier. 

Until  this  time,  ever  since  the  miscarriage  of  the  unfortunate 
enterprise  of  the  mill,  this  part  of  the  domain  had  been  grievously 
neglected.    It  was  a  perfect  wilderness.     No  fences  had  ever  been 
erected,  on  either  side,  to  guard  the  contiguous  territories  from' 
encroachment ;  and  there  were  numerous  cowpaths  leading  into 
the  thickets,  which  afforded  a  passage,  though  somewhat  compli- 
cated, from  the  one  estate  to  the  other.     The  soil  was  cold  and 
barren,  and  no  cultivation,  therefore,  was  expended  upon  this 
quarter.     In  fact,  it  may  be  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  colts, 
pigs,  heifers,  racoons,  opossums  and  rabbits  of  both  proprietors. 
The  negroes  still  consider  it  the  finest  place  in  the  whole  country 
to  catch  vermin,  as  they  call  the  three  latter  species  of  animals ; 
and  I  myself  frequently,  in  my  ranges  through  this  region,  en- 
counter their  various  gins  and  snares  set  in  the  many  by-paths 
that  cross  it. 

The  tract  of  marsh  land,  occupied  by  the  dam  in  old  times, 

did  not  exceed,  on  the  Tracy  side  of  the  Branch,  above  thirty 

acres.     It  was  a  slip  of  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  perhaps, 

at  its  widest  part,  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  broad,  that 
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bordered  on  tbat  side  of  the  Branch,  Tbis  slip,  of  coarse,  con- 
stituted tlie  subject  mutter  of  my  grand  uncle's  parohaae  from 
Mr.  Gilbert  Tnicy. 

It  occurrcJ  to  Wiilter  Hazard,  aboat  the  period  I  have  referred 
to  above,  that  this  bottotu  might  bo  turned  to  some  account,  if  it 
were  well  drained,  cleaned  of  its  mnk  growth  of  brushwood,  and 
exposed  to  the  sun  aud  then  set  in  grass.  It  would  doubtless, 
he  thought,  make  an  exeetlent  pasture  for  bis  cattle  ;  and,  at  all 
eventti,  would  contribute  to  render  the  surrounding  country  more 
healthy. 

If  my  unele  Walter  had  been  a  man  in  the  least  degree  given 
to  superstitious  influences,  he  would  have  seen,  in  the  ill-&itcd 
schemes  of  hia  father  in  this  direction,  the  most  inauspicious 
omens  against  his  success  in  his  contemplated  aohievement.  But 
he  was  a  man  who  never  thought  of  omens,  and  was  now  altogether 
intent  upon  adding  a  convenient  meadow  to  his  estate. 

It  seemed  that  the  Apple-pie  was  to  be  the  fountain  of  au 
Iliad  of  troubles  to  the  Ilazard  family. 

When  Walter  Hasard  waa  ready  to  go  to  work,  somewhere 
about  midsummer,  he  turned  in  twenty  hands  upon  the  marsh, 
and  forthwith  eonstructed  somo  rectangular  ditches,  traversing  It 
Opon  both  sides  of  the  branch,  sufficiently  near  to  carry  off  the 
Whilst  he  was  employed  at  this  work,  and  not  dreaming 
f  ftoy  other  obstacles  than  those  that  were  before  his  eyes,  he 

I  exceedingly  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from  Mr.  Isnoo 
Tracy,  which,  in  the  most.friendly  and  polite  terms,  intimated 
that  the  writer  had  just  been  made  acquainted  with  Captain 
Hazard's  (my  uncle  always  bore  this  title  after  the  war.)  design 
of  draining  tho  marsh ;  and  regretted  to  learn  that  he  had  as- 
sumed a  proprietary  right  over  a  portion  of  the  domain  that  ap< 
pertained  to  The  Brakes,  The  letter  proceeded  to  acquaint  mj 
tincle  that  this  infringement  involved  a  question  affecting  the 
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fiunily  dignity ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  soggested,  that  it  became 
necessary  to  remonstrate  against  it,  more  from  considerations  of 
a  personal  nature,  than  from  any  regard  to  the  value  of  the  soil 
thus  brought  into  dispute. 

Now  it  so  happened  that  Mr.  Tracy  had,  for  some  time  past, 
been  revolving  in  his  mind  this  subject,  to  wit, — the  right  of 
ownership  over  the  bed  of  the  mill-dam,  after  the  accident  that 
brought  it  again  into  the  condition  in  which  it  existed  before  the 
erection  of  the  mill.  He  had  examined  the  deed  from  his  father, 
part  of  which  I  have  recited  in  a  former  chapter,  and  that  docu- 
ment favored  the  conclusion,  that  as  the  grant  had  been  made  for 
a  specific  purpose,  the  failure  of  that  purpose  restored  the  original 
owner  to  all  his  former  prerogatives. 

This  brought  him  to  studying  the  law  of  tbe  matter,  and  he 
soon  became  perfectly  assured  that  he  understood  all  about  it. 
In  short,  he  took  up  a  bold,  peremptory  and  dogged  opinion,  that 
he  was  in, — ^as  he  remarked, — of  his  former  estate  :  that  it  was  a 
grant  durante  the  existence  of  the  mill-pond ;  a  feoffment  defeasi- 
ble upon  condition  subsequent,  and  a  dozen  such  other  dogmas 
which  tickled  the  worthy  gentleman  excessively,  when  they  once 
made  a  lodgment  in  his  brain.  There  is  nothing  in  the  world,  I 
believe,  that  produces  a  more  sudden  glory  in  the  mind,  than  the 
first  conceits  of  a  man  who  has  made  some  few  acquisitions  in  an 
abstruse  science ;  he  is  never  at  rest  until  he  makes  some  show 
of  his  stock  to  the  world ;  and  I  have  observed  that  this  remark 
is  particularly  applicable  to  those  who  have  got  a  smattering  of 
law.  Mr.  Tracy  ran  off  with  the  thing  at  full  speed.  He  affected 
to  consult  his  lawyer  upon  the  matter,  but  always  silenced  all  at- 
tempts of  that  adviser  to  explain,  by  talking  the  whole  time  him- 
self, and  leaving  him  without  an  answer. 

It  was  in  the  height  of  this  fervor  that  he  received  the  infor- 
mation of  my  uncle's  proceedings  ;  and  it  was  with  a  kind  of  ex- 
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ultatiou  and  iatrard  cbacbling  over  tlie  ceTtaintj  of  Us  rights, 
that  he  sat  down  and  addressed  Captain  Hazard  the  letter  of 
whioh  I  have  spoken.  There  was  another  sentiment  equally  ac- 
tive in  Mr.  Tracy's  miud  to  spur  him  oa  to  this  action.  The 
lord  of  a  freehold  coming  by  descent  through  two  or  three  genera- 
tions, and  especially  if  he  bo  tho  tenant  in  tail,  is  as  tenacions  as 
a  GermaD  Prince  of  every  inch  of  his  dominioDs,  There  is  s 
iieigniorial  pride  attached  to  his  position,  and  the  iavasion  of  the 
most  iusignificaat  outpost  conveys  an  iusult  to  tho  lawful  Bopre- 
macy ;  it  manifests  a  contemptuous  defiance  of  the  feudal  dignity. 
Mr.  Tracy  felt  all  this  on  the  present  occasion,  and,  perhaps, 
rather  more  acutely  in  consequence  of  the  partial  alienation  be- 
tween his  own  and  his  ueighhor's  furaily,  produced  by  the  late 
political  oventB,  and  which  nas,  at  this  period,  but  very  little  re- 
moved. 

Tho  letter  came  upon  my  unole  like  a  gauntlet  thrown  at  his    , 
feet.     lie  was  somewhat  choleric  in  temper,  and  hia  first  impulse 
was  to  make  a  quarrel  of  it.     It  seemed  to  him  to  imply  a  dis- 
honest intrusion. 

However,  when  he  came  to  consider  U  more  maturely,  he 
could  find  no  fault  either  with  its  tone  or  its  temper.  It  was  a 
frank,  polite,  and  seemly  letter  enough  :  "  If  it  was  Mr.  Tracy's 
land,"  said  my  uncle,  "  he  certainly  had  a  right  to  say  so :"  and 
in  truth,  as  he  thought  more  about  it,  he  came  to  the  conelusion 
that  it  looked  well  to  sec  a  gentleman  inclined  to  stand  by  bis 
lights  :  it  was  what  every  man  of  property  ought  to  do  I 

In  this  fooling,  my  uncle  wrote  his  reply  to  Mr.  Tracy's  let- 
ter, and  filled  it  with  every  observance  of  courtesy,  but,  at  the 
lame  time,  steadily  gainsaying  his  neighbor's  opinions  of  the 
right,  and  desiring  that  the  matter  should  bo  investigated  for 
their  mutual  satisfaction.  This  coinoiunication  was  followed  by 
the  instant  withdrawal  of  bis  people  from  the  debatable  ground, 
id,  for  the  time,  with  an  abandonment  of  tho  meadow  scLcme. 
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Never  were  there,  in  ancient  days  of  bull-headed  chivalry, 
when  contentious  monk,  bishop  or  knight  appealed  to  fiery  ordeal, 
cursed  morsel,  or  wager  of  battle,  two  antagonists  better  fitted  for 
contest  than  the  worthies  of  my  present  story.  My  uncle  had 
been  a  seasoned  campaigner  of  the  Kcvolution,  with  a  sturdy  soul 
set  in  an  iron  frame,  and  had  grown,  by  force  of  habit,  a  resolute 
and  impregnable  defender  of  his  point.  Mr.  Tracy,  I  have  al- 
ready described  as  the  most  enamored  man  in  the  world  of  an 
argument  And  here  they  were,  with  as  pretty  a  field  before 
•them  as  ever  was  spoiled  by  your  peace-makers.  The  value  of 
the  controversy  not  one  groat ;  its  issue,  connected  with  the  deep- 
est sentiment  that  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  hearts  of  both, — the 
pride  of  conquest ! 

Mr.  Tracy's  first  measure  was  to  write  a  long  dissertation 
upon  the  subject,  in  the  shape  of  an  epistle,  to  my  uncle.  It  was 
filled  with  discussions  upon  reversionary  interests,  resulting  uses, 
and  all  the  jargon  of  the  books,  plentifully  embellished  with  a 
prodigious  array  of  learning,  contained  in  pithy  Latin  maxims,  in 
which  the  lawyers  are  wont  to  invest  meager  and  common  thoughts 
with  the  veil  of  science.  It  was  filled,  moreover,  with  illustra- 
tions and  amplifications  and  exaggerations,  the  fruit  of  a  severe 
and  learned  study  of  his  case  by  the  writer. 

Then  followed  my  uncle's  reply,  in  which  it  was  clear  that  he 
did  not  understand  a  word  of  the  argument  that  was  intended  to 
prostrate  him.  After  this  came  rejoinder  and  surrejoinder,  and 
reduplications  of  both,  poured  in  by  broadsides.  Never  was  there 
so  brisk  a  tourney  of  dialectics  known  on  the  banks  of  the  James 
River  !  The  disputants,  now  and  then,  became  sharp,  and  my 
uncle,  whenever  this  was  the  case,  obtained  a  decided  advantage 
by  a  certain  caustic  humor,  which  ho  handled  with  great  dex- 
terity. 

Eventually,  as  it  might  have  been  foreseen,  they  resolved  to  go  to 
law,  and  institute  an  amicable  ejectment.     Here  a  difficulty  arose. 


It  vaa  hard  to  determine  which  ehoaid  bo  plaintiff^  and  whiob 
defcudADt ;  since  it  ^vas  not  quite  clear  vbo  wfta  in  possessioa 
Mr.  Tracy  iDsisted,  with  all  imaginable  politeness,  npon  making 
my  uncle  the  cuuipliiueut  of  uppearingos  the  plnintiffin  the  sotiot), 
wbicli  the  latter  obstinately  refused,  inasmucb  as  ho  vras  unwilling 
it  should  be  understood  bj  the  world  that  the  suit  had  been  ono 
of  his  scuking.  This  was  adjusted,  at  last,  by  Mr.  Tracy's  com- 
mencing the  proceeding  himself.  It  began  in  the  county  conrt ; 
and  then  went  to  the  superior  court ;  and  then  to  tbe  court  of  ap- 
peals. This  occupied  some  yeara.  All  the  decisions,  so  far  as  tbey 
had  gone  had  been  in  favor  of  my  unete ;  but  there  were  niislakes 
made  in  important  points,  and  proofs  omitted,  and  papers  neglected 
to  be  filed.  Mr.  Tracy  was  deeply  vesed  at  the  isBue,  and  waxed 
varm.  So,  the  whole  proceedings  were  commenced  anew,  and 
carried  a  second  time  through  the  same  stages.  The  principal 
points  were  still  in  iny  uncle's  River.  His  antagonist  bit  his  lipB, 
affirmed  (he  utter  impregnability  of  hia 
not  to  give  up  the  point.  Never 
of  8\ibdiviaiuns !  Jury  after  jury  i 
it;  and  twenty  times  every  trace  of  the  original  eontroverey 
was  entirely  out  of  sight.  At  length  they  got  into  chancery,  and 
.s  ihc  deuce  to  p 


a  first  positions,  and  rovolred 
I  there  a  ease  so  fruitful 
brought  lo  bear  upon 
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He  affirmed  that  the  juries  were  the  most  siDgularly  obtiue 
and  obstinate  bodies  he  had  ever  encountered;  and  that  the 
courts  were,  beyond  all  question,  the  most  incurably  opinionated 
tribunals  that  ever  were  formed. 

In  the  height  of  this  warfare,  the  death  of  the  defendant,  my 
uncle,  occurred ;  which  for  some  years  again  lulled  all  hostilities 
into  a  profound  slumber.  After  a  long  interval,  however,  the 
contest  was  resumed ;  and  it  now  fell  to  the  lot  of  Frank  Meri- 
wether to  enter  the  lists.  No  man  could  be  more  indisposed  by 
nature  to  such  an  enterprise  ;  and  it  was  plainly  discernible  that 
our  old  friend  of  The  Brakes  was  also  beginning,  in  his  old  age, 
to  relax  into  a  pacific  temper. 

It  must  be  remarked,  that  during  the  latter  years  of  this 
struggle  the  two  families  had  grown  to  be  upon  a  very  intimate 
footing,  and  that  at  no  period  had  the  legal  disquiets  the  least 
influence  whatever  upon  the  private  regards  of  the  parties. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  get  rid  of  the  troubles  of  carrying  on 
the  debate,  Frank  Meriwether  had  thrown  out  some  hints  of  a 
disposition  to  settle  the  whole  affair  by  a  reference  to  mutual 
fitiends ;  and  would  gladly  at  any  time  have  relinquished  all  claim 
to  the  disputed  territory,  if  he  could  have  contrived  to  do  so 
without  wounding  the  feelings  of  his  neighbor,  who  was  now  sin- 
gularly tenacipus  to  have  it  appear  that  his  only  object  in  the 
pursuit  was  to  vindicate  his  first  decided  impressions.  The  old 
gentleman,  therefore,  readily  agreed  to  the  arbitration,  and  still 
fed  his  vanity  with  the  hope  that  he  should  find  in  the  private 
judgment  of  impartial  men,  a  sound,  practical,  common  sense  jus- 
tification of  his  original  grounds  in  the  controversy. 

This  result  is  to  be  risked  upon  the  opinions  of  Singleton 
Oglethorpe  Swansdown  and  Philpot  Wart,  Esquires,  who  are  im- 
mediately to  convene  for  the  consideration  of  this  momentous 
Bubjeot 
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It  ^1  be  Tceulloi^tcd,  that  befi>ro  iny  Jigression  to  show  the 
incritB  of  tiic  ijueHtion  luuubiug  tlie  LouuJtirj  line,  I  left  Mr. 
Swan^doHii  seated,  after  tea,  ikt  a  gnmc  of  whist  This  gaino  is 
m  Bpeoiitl  favorite  in  the  lov  country  uf  Virginia,  and  possesses  an 
abaorbiDg  i&tercst  for  MoriwetLcr.  Prudence  is  not  behind  her 
brother  cither  in  the  skill  or  the  devotion  of  a  thnrough-bred 
player ;  and  Harvey  H'gga  "'"J  vury  justly  be  set  down  as  pre- 
eminent in  tltia  aceoniplishiucnt.  The  poet  and  philosopher  was 
tho  only  one  of  tbo  party  at  the  table  who  may  be  said  to  have 
ever  been  ot  fnuU  during  the  evening. 

I  do  not  pretend  myself  to  bo  woU  versed  in  the  mysteries  of 
this  silent  and  cogitative  recreation ;  but  I  have  often  had  occa- 
sion to  observe  that  a  genuine  wh^st-player  ia  apt,  for  the  time, 
to  be  one  of  the  tuoflt  querulous  of  mortals.  lie  makes  fewer 
allowances  for  the  frailty  of  his  brethren  than  any  other  member 
of  society.  Tbo  sin  of  not  following  suit,  or  losing  a  trick,  or  not 
tlirowiog  out  a  good  card  iu  tho  right  place,  is,  in  his  eyes,  almost 
inexpiable,  and  dues  not  fail  to  bring  down  upon  the  dcl!ni]uent 
that  sharp,  nDiuitigated  and  direct  rcbnkc  that  implies,  "you 
must  be  a  blockhead,  or  you  never  would  have  thought  of  doing 
BO  stupid  a  thing  I"     This  ia  sometimes  insinuated  in  a  look, 
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sometimes  conveyed  in  a  question,  and  often  inferred  by  a  simple 

ejaculation. 

Swansdown  is  not  unfrequcntly  taken  to  task  by  his  antago- 
nists. Harvey  Riggs  stops,  puts  down  his  cards  upon  the  table, 
and,  with  a  biting  affectation  of  mildness,  observes,  '*  Really,  Mr. 
Swansdown,  if  I  could  only  count  upon  your  observing  the  rules 
of  the  game,  I  should  know  what  to  play ;  but  as  it  is,  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly perplexed ! "  Even  Frank  Meriwether,  with  all  his 
benignant  impulses,  sometimes  throws  himself  back  into  his  chair, 
and  putting  his  hand  across  his  forehead,  draws  it  slowly  down 
to  his  chin,  as  if  studying  a  contingency  which,  from  the  play  of 
the  other  party,  has  baffled  his  calculations ;  and  sometimes 
hie  breaks  out  into  an  interjectional  whistle,  and  comes  down 
suddenly  with  a  card  upon  tlie  table,  as  he  says,  "Now,  Mr. 
Swansdown,  I  believe  you  have  given  me  that  trick !  "  To  all 
these  implied  imputations  against  his  dexterity,  the  gentleman 
replies  in  the  most  polite  manner  imaginable, — ^with  a  lambent 
smUe  upon  his  features, — by  a  compliment  to  the  superior  ad- 
dress of  his  partner,  expressive  of  his  reliance  upon  her  ability  to 
rescue  him  from  the  fatal  tendency  of  his  own  errors. 

It  is  quite  perceivable  that  Prudence  by  no  means  joins  in 
ibis  vituperation  of  her  coadjutor ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  frcquent- 
Ij  checks  the  license  of  the  other  two,  and  says  many  things  in 
extenuation  of  his  aberrations  from  the  laws  of  the  game.  In- 
deed, I  think  she  carries  this  vindication  further  than  his  case 
requires.  But  it  never  fails  to  produce  a  grateful  recognition 
from  him,  and  a  frequent  attempt  to  excuse  himself  upon  the 
ground,  that  Miss  Prudence  has  herself  to  blame,  as  her  conver- 
sation is  very  much  calculated  to  seduce  such  a  tyro  as  he  is  from^ 
the  proper  study  of  his  part  in  the  play.  At  all  such  sallies, 
Prudence  looks  modestly ;  readjusts  herself  in  her  seat,  and 
smiles  upon  the  poet. 
7* 


*  

^^^^Bbeanor  vus    cljura(?lcrizi.'d  bi;  a  certain  restless  attempt  at 

^^^Tfesposure,  and  a  siugularly  yivations  kind  of  sobritjty — partly 

BentimeDtfll,  partly  witty,  and  esceedingly  lady-Uke.     I  will  not 

say  eLe  has  designs  npon  the  peace  of  our  new  guest,  but  it  looks 

prodigiously  like  it  I 

When  she  retired  to  her  chnmber,  she  wm  manifestly  under 
BOmo  serious  or  strange  in6uenece.  It  is  reported  of  ber,  that  she 
Bang  one  or  two  plaintive  songs  ;  showed  a  slight  disposition  to 
romp,  above  stairs,  with  Lucy  and  Vie ;  then  she  took  a  seat  in 
her  open  window,  looked  out  on  the  moon,  and  "fctte  a  gentil 
gigb  " — in  the  phrase  of  the  lady  of  the  ballads.  It  is,  moreoTer, 
reported,  tbat  she  remained  in  the  window  until  long  past  mid- 
night. Something  ailed  her ;  but  it  was  not  told  1  Perhaps  some 
soft  and  blandishing  vision  floated  before  her  pensive  eye  ;  some 
form  from  the  fairy  world  nf  her  iningination,  at  this  hour  wore 
its  rohcB  of  light,  and  eareered  upon  the  moonbeam,  or  bounded 
with  the  silver  ray  along  the  trco-tops  that  fluttered  in  th(>  dewy 
brecio  '  or,  perohance,  in  the  deep  shades  of  the  grove  that  slept 
in  dark  masses  before  her  chamber  lattice,  the  spectres  of  her 
thought  beckoned  her  regards,  and  filled  her  mind  with  new  and 
holy  contemplations !  I  am  all  unlearned  in  the  mystery  of  so 
serene  a  creature's  secret  communionB  ;  and  it  does  not  become 
me  to  indulge  conjecture  upon  such  a  perilous  question.  I  there- 
fore content  myself  with  reporting  the  simple  fact,  that  in  that 
window  she  sat,  to  all  appearance  doing  nothing,  until  every 
other  sentient  being  at  Swallow  Barn  was  hushed  in  sleep.  What 
could  it  mean  1 

The  next  morning  there  was  another  phenomenon  exhibited 
in  the  family,  equally  strange.  An  hour  before  breakfast,  Pru- 
denco,  arrayed  with  anusual  neatness,  was  seated  at  the  piono, 
apparently  beguiling  the  etu-ly  day  with  the  rehearsal  of  a  whole 
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volume  of  sonnets.  This  was  an  unwonted  effort,  for  her  music 
had  fallen,  of  late,  into  disrelish, — and  it  had  been  supposed,  for  a 
year  past,  that  she  had  bidden  a  careless  adieu  to  all  its  charms. 
Bat  this  morning  she  resumed  it  with  a  spirit  and  a  perseverance 
that  attracted  the  notice  of  all  the  domestics.  It  boded,  in  their 
simple  reckonings,  some  impending  disaster.  Such  a  change  in 
4he  lady's  habits  could  import  no  good !  Thej  intimated,  that 
when  people  were  going  to  give  up  the  ghost,  such  marvels  wire 
the  not  unusual  precursors  of  the  event.  '^  It  was  as  bad,"  one  of 
the  servant  maids  remarked,  ^'  as  to  hear  a  hen  crow  at  night 
from  the  roost,^and  she  shouldn't  wonder  if  something  was  going 
to  happen, — a  burying,  or  a  wedding,  or  some  such  dreadful 
thing  !'* 

But  Prudence  was  not  melancholy.     On  the  contrary,  she 
smiled,  and  seemed  more  cheerful  than  ever. 

After  breakfast,  Mr.  Swansdown  passed  an  hour  or  two  in  the 
parlor,  and  fascinated  the  ladies  by  the  pleasantry  of  his  dis- 
course. He  fell  into  a  conversation  with  Prudence  upon  literary 
topics,  and  nothing  could  be  more  refreshing  than  to  hear  how 
much  she  had  read,  and  how  passionately  she  admired !  It  was 
hard  to  tell  which  was  best  pleased  with  this  comparison  of 
opinions — it  was  so  congenial !  Prudence  proclaimed  Cowper  to 
be  her  favorite  bard,  and  that  was  exactly  Swansdown's  prefer- 
ence. They  both  disliked  the  immorality  of  Byron,  and  admired 
Scott  And  both  recited  delicious  lines  from  "  The  Pleasures  of 
Hope." — ^^*'Tis  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the  view,"  de- 
claimed Swansdown,  following  the  line  up  with  twenty  more. 
'*  'Tis  distance,"  echoed  Prudence, — as  if  it  had  been  a  simulta- 
neous thought, — and  responded  throughout,  in  a  softer  voice,  and 
with  an  enraptured  eye,  to  the  whole  recitation.  Good  souls  ! 
Delightful  unison !  Why  has  cruel  fate— Pooh  I  Nonsense  I  I  shall  / 
grow  sentimental  myself,  if  I  say  another  word  about  them  I 
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Before  d 
irctiii^r  had  : 
take  [ilaei^  oi 
ent  parlies,  i 

Witii  the  most  pracious  coDdescenaion,  the  philosoplier,  poet, 

patron,  arbitrator,  aod  aspiring  etateeman,  ascended  hia    radian^ 
car,  uiid  vrliidkud  afray  with  the   brisk  and  astounding  flouriBh 

tiiixl  lieloiigs  to  this  race  of  gifted  mortals. 


oon,  Swansdowu's  equipnge  mis  ftt  the  door.  Meri- 
irranet-'l  the  eiamioalion  of  the  bouDilary  line  to 
1  \\'eilDtsdaj  next.  In  the  mean  lime,  the  belliger- 
[,u  cither  side,  were  to  make  their  hostile  prepare- 
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The  event  with  which  I  have  closed  the  last  chapter,  took 
place  on  the  morning  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  a  day  that  is  never 
without  its  interest  even  in  the  most  secluded  parts  of  our 
country.  It  was  to  be  celebrated  at  "  The  Landing,"  a  place 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where 
'  the  small  river  boats  are  usually  moored  to  take  in  their  cargoes. 
To  this  spot  Ned  proposed  that  we  should  ride  after  dinner. 

It  was  a  holiday ;  so  Kip  had  permission  to  accompany  us, 
and  Carey  was  directed  to  have  our  horses  at  the  door.  We  were 
amused  to  find  that  the  old  groom  had  not  only  brought  out  our 
own  cavalry,  but  also  a  horse  for  himself;  and  there  he  stood 
holding  our  bridles,  arrayed  in  his  best  coat,  with  a  pair  of  old 
top-boots  drawn  over  loose  pantaloons  of  striped  cotton  which 
were  scrupulously  clean.  He  wore  his  spurs,  and  carried  also  a 
riding-whip.  His  mien  was  unusually  brisk,  and,  after  an  ancient 
fashion,  coxcombical.  He  ventured  to  tell  us  that  Master  Frank 
thought  he  ought  to  attend  us  to  the  Landing,  ^  as  there  was 
goings  on  down  there,  upon  account  of  the  fourth  of  July." 
The  truth  was,  that  learning  our  destination  he  had  slipped  off  to 
Meriwether  to  ask  his  permission  to  go  with  us. 

Our  aged  squire  rode  at  a  mannerly  distance  behind  us ;  and 


I 
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Ip,  OD  khard-moutbcd  and  obstinate  colt,  tb&t  belonged  to  bim, 
Ited  by  onr  sidea,  with  both  bands  palling  in  the  bridle,  anJ 
its  legs  thrust  forward  to  enable  him  to  couDteroct  the  constftnl 
tendency  of  liis  steed  to  I'ln  nvay.  Rip  protests  tliot  Spitfire— 
for  80  he  calls  hia  colt — is  the  easiest-going  animal  on  Ihe  place, 
althoagh  eacb  particular  step  lifted  bim  at  least  six  inches  above 
bis  saddle,  and  almost  entirely  stopped  hia  talking,  because  the 
uotion  shook  the  words  out  of  bis  mouth  eomowhat  in  the  same 
mannor  that  nater  couica  out  of  a  bottle.  However,  no  man  ever 
thiuks  ill  of  his  horse. 

Our  road  laj  through  thickets  of  pine,  in  tbe  sbade  of  which 
wo  advanced  rapidly,  and  we  soon  reaebcd  the  Landing.  There 
are  very  few  villages  in  tbe  tide-water  oountry  of  Virginia ;  it  ia 
inlcreeoted  by  so  many  rivers,  that  almost  every  plantation  may 
be  approached  suffieiently  near  by  trading  vessels  to  gratify  the 
demands  of  the  population,  without  tbo  assistftnco  of  those  little 
towns  which,  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  sprout  op  like' 
niushruoms.  There  arc  yet,  tbercforc,  to  bo  seen  tho  vestiges  of 
former  trading  stations  on  all  the  priucipal  rivers  ;  and  tlie  trav 
cller  is  not  unfrequcDtly  surprised,  when,  having  consulted  hie 
map,  and  been  informed  of  eorne  village  with  a  goodly  name,  be 
leuns  that  be  has  unwarily  passed  over  tbo  spot  without  being 
'.Wnsoiona  of  any  thing  but  a  luinous  tenement  standing  on  tho 
of  a  river,  embowered  in  deep  and  solitary  shade. 
The  Landing,  which  wc  had  now  reached,  had  originally  been 
osed  for  a  foreign  trade,  in  which  vessels  of  a  large  class,  a  long 
time  ago,  were  accustomed  to  receive  freights  of  tobacco,  and  de- 
posit the  oomraodities  required  by  tbe  country,  in  return.  It  is 
now,  however,  nothing  more  than  tbe  place  of  resort  for  a  few 
river  craft,  used  in  carrying  the  country  produce  to  market. 
There  were  two  or  three  dilapidated  buildings  in  view,  and,  among 
tbeac,  one  of  larger  dimeiisiooa  than  the  rest,  a  brick  boose,  with 
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a  part  of  the  roof  entirely  gone.  A  rank  crop  of  Jamestown  weed 
grew  up  within,  so  as  to  be  seen  through  the  windows  of  the  first 
story.  Indian  corn  was  planted  on  the  adjacent  ground  up  to 
the  walls,  and  extended  partly  under  the  shelter  of  a  few  strag- 
gling old  apple-trees,  that  seemed  to  stand  as  living  mementoes 
of  an  early  family  that  had  long  since  been  swept  from  beneath 
their  shada  An  air  of  additional  desolation  was  given  to  this 
ruin  by  an  extensive  swamp  that  reached  almost  up  to  the  rear 
of  the  building,  and  over  which  the  river  spread  its  oozy  tide, 
amongst  a  thick  coat  of  bulrushes.  This  tenement,  tradition  says, 
was  onoe  the  mansion  of  an  emigrant  merchant  from  Glasgow, 
who  here  ruminated  in  quiet  over  his  small  gains,  and  waited  with 
a  disciplined  patience  for  the  good  ship  which  once  a  year  hove 
in  sight  above  the  headland  that  bounded  his  seaward  view.  I 
can  imagine  now,  how  that  harbinger  of  good  tidings  greeted  his 
eye  in  the  gloom  of  the  great  forest ;  and  with  what  stir  and 
magnified  importance  the  fitting  arrangements  were  made  for  her 
reception !  How  like  a  winged  deity  she  came  fiuttering  into  this 
little  road,  with  all  her  pomp  of  apparel — with  foam  upon  lier 
breast,  and  shouts  upon  her  deck — ^gliding  in  upright  stateliness 
to  her  anchorage,  as  she  gathered  up  her  sails  in  the  presence  of 
the  wondering  eagle  and  frightened  heron  ! 

What  was  once  the  warehouse,  but  now  used  for  a  ferry-house. 
stood  with  its  gable  end  at  the  extremity  of  a  mouldering  wliarf 
of  logs.  In  this  end  there  was  a  door  studded  with  nails,  and 
another  above  it  opening  into  the  lofts  The  ridge  of  the  roof 
projected  over  these  doors  and  terminated  in  a  beam,  where  were 
yet  to  be  seen  the  remains  of  a  block  and  tackle.  On  the  land 
side  the  building  was  enlarged  by  sheds,  to  which  was  appended 
a  rude  porch.  A  sun-dried  post  supported  what  was  once  a  sign, 
whereon  a  few  hieroglyphics  ^lenoted  that  this  was  a  place  of  en- 
tertainment, notwithstanding  its  paper-patched  windows  and  scan- 
ty means  of  accommodation. 
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were  seen,  for  many  a  rood  below,  those  alternate  streaks  of  light 
and  shade  that  are  said  to  point  out  the  channel,  where  its  smooth 
surfiice  was  only  raffled  by  the  frequent  but  lonely  leap  of  some 
small  fish  above  the  water.  A  few  shallops  were  hauled  up  on 
the  beach,  where  some  fishing-nets  were  stret<?hed  upon  stakes,  or 
spread  upon  the  fences  on  the  bank.  At  the  distance  of  two  or 
iliree  hundred  yards  from  the  shore  there  was  a  slim  pole  planted 
in  the  river,  probably  to  mark  a  fishing-ground,  and  upon  the  very 
top  of  this  was  perched,  with  a  whimsical  air  of  unsociableness,  a 
solitary  swallow,  apparently  ruminating  on  the  beauteous  waste 
of  waters  below  him ;  whilst  above  this  glittering  expanse,  some 
night-hawks  skimmed,  soared  and  darted  in  pursuit  of  the  hordes 
of  insects  that  bickered  through  the  atmosphere. 

The  sun  was  within  half  an  hour  of  his  journey's  end — and, 
nearer  to  theirs,  were  two  negroes,  who  were  rapidly  approaching 
the  shore  with  a  boat  load  of  crabs  and  cucumbers,  the  regular 
stroke  of  their  oars  falling  on  the  ear  as  if  measuring  the  stillness 
of  the  evening.  Far  below,  and  seemingly  suspended  in  air 
amongst  the  brilliant  reflections  of  the  heavens,  lay  a  small 
schooner  at  anchor,  fixed  as  by  a  spell,  and,  nevertheless,  com- 
municating a  sense  of  animation  to  this  tranquil  world  by  its  as- 
sociation with  the  beings  that  trod  its  noiseless  deck. 

We  had  wandered,  after  dismounting  from  our  horses,  ah 
round  the  purlieus  of  the  crowd.  Rip  had  recognized  some  fa- 
miliar features  amongst  the  country  volunteers,  and  had  already 
found  out  the  drummer,  who  had  hung  his  martial  instrument 
around  his  shoulders ;  and  the  delighted  boy  was  beating  away 
at  it  with  all  his  might.  Carey  had  collected  about  him  a  sot  of 
his  old  cronies,  to  whom  he  was  delivering  a  kind  of  solemn  ha- 
rangue, of  which  we  could  only  observe  the  energy  of  his  gesticu- 
lations. The  ferry-boat  lay  attached  to  the  wharf,  and  on  the 
stem-benohes  were  seated  three  or  four  graver  looking  men  in 
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cxiuBc  attire,  wlio  were  deeply  diwaasiag  ijneations  tl»t  ooeslnoif 
ally  brougbt  ihcm  into  a  tigb  tone  of  voiee.  Mid.  now  aod  Uwn, 
into  a  barsl  of  loud  laaghter  N'cd  had  Ird  me  up  to  tbis^ronp, 
and,  in  the  careless  indolence  of  the  niomynt,  we  bad  thrown  onr- 
selves  out  at  foil  length  across  the  seats ;  Ned  with  his  legs 
dangling  over  the  gunwale,  with  Wilful  lying  close  by.  and  repos- 
ing his  head  upon  bis  lap. 

The  prlocipsl  personage  in  this  collection  was  Sandy  Walker, 
a  long,  sno-bnrut  waterman,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel, 
and  cridently  a  man  of  mark  amongst  bi^  associates.  One  of  the 
otliers  was  a  greasy  geotlemao  in  a  blue  coat,  out  at  elbows,  with 
«  luBtrooE  with  living  fire.  These  two  were  the  principal 
eakcrs,  and  they  were  debating  an  intricate  point  of  eonstitn* 
tional  law,  with  more  vcbemence  than  perspicacity.  At  length, 
an  appeal  was  made  to  Ned,  by  Sandy,  who  was  infinitely  the 
most  authoritative  in  his  manner  of  the  whole  gronp. 

"  Can't  Congress,"  said  Sandy,  "  supposing  tbey  were  to  pass 
a  law  to  that  effect,  come  and  lake  a  road  of  theim  any  where 
they  have  a  mind  to,  through  any  man's  land  ?  I  put  it  to  Mr. 
Ned  Hazard." 

"  Not  by  the  Constitution,"  said  the  gentleman  in  the  greasy 
oottt,  with  marked  emphasis. 

»  Well,"  said  .\cd,  ■■  we'll  bear  you,  Sandy." 
Sandy  rose  up,  and  lifting  his  hand  above  his  head,  as  be  be- 
g«i.— 

"  I  say  it  stands  to  reason  — " 
"  It  stands  to  no  such  thing !"  rejoined  the  other,  inlcrrupling 
him,  "if  it's  against  the  Constitution, — which  I  say  it  is  un- 
doubteilly, — to  come  and  take  a  man's  land  without  saying,  by 

kyour  leare  ;  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression^  Mr.  Ned  Uaxanl, 
it's  running  against  a  anag." 
"  Silence,"  said  Ned.  "  Mr.  Walker  Las  tlic  plank ;  we  can 
only  hear  one  at  a  time  I" 
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'Why,  sir,"  continued  Sandy,  argnmeDtativoly,  and  Irmking 
Bt«sdfastly  at  his  opponent,  with  one  eye  cloaed.  and.  nt  tho  sanio 
time,  bringing  his  right  hand  into  the  palm  of  his  left :  "  tlicy 
can  just  cut  off  a  corner,  if  they  want  it,  or  go  through  tho  middle, 
icayliig  one  half  here,  and  t'other  there,  and  make  you  fcuec  it 
clean  through  into  the  bargain  ;  or,"  added  Sandy,  giving  more 

idth  to  his  doctrine,  "  go  through  your  honse,  sir."  w 

"Devil  a  house  have  I,  Sandy  I"  B&id  the  other.  ^H 

"  Or  your  bam,  sir,"  ^PP 

r  ham  nother." 

"  Sweeping  your  bed  right  from  nnder  you,  if  CongresH  says 
so.  Am't  there  tho  canal  to  go  acrosB  the  Allegheny  mountain? 
What  does  Congress  care  about  your  atate  rights,  so  as  they  have 
got  the  money?" 

"Canals,  I  grant  you,"  said  Lis  antngnnist;  "but  there's  a 
differcnoe  between  land  and  water,"  evidently  posed  by  Sandy's 
dogmatic  manner,  as  well  as  Homcwhat  awed  by  the  relation  of 
Undlurd,  in  which  Sandy  stood,  and  whom,  therefore,  he  would 
not  raahly  contradict.  "  But,"  said  he,  in  a  more  softened  tone, 
and  with  an  affected  spiee  of  courtesy  in  his  accost,  "  Mr.  Walker, 
I'd  be  glad  to  know  if  wc  couldn't  nullify." 

"  Nnltify !"  exclaimed  Sandy,  "  nullify  what?"  said  he,  with 
particular  emphasis  on  tho  last  word.  "  Do  you  know  what  old 
Hieliory  said  down  there  in  the  Crock  nation,  in  the  war,  when 
the  Indians  pretended  they  were  going  to  have  a  ball  play?" 

'^  No." 


'  If  you  don't  go  and  wash  all  that  there  paint  from  yi 
,  I'll  give  you  the  shookingest  ball  play  you  over  had  in 


all 


face 

yoor  lives.' " 

"  run  don't  tell  me  so  I"  exclaimed  tho  red-nosed  gentleman 
with  animation,  and  bursting  out  into  a  tremendous  laugh. 

*^  Didn't  be  say  so,  Ned  Haiard?     I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr. 

I  TT:'Wr(!?"  ejaculated  Sandy,  and  tuniini?  to  Nod. 
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"  I  think  I  have  heard  so,"  eaid  Ned,  "  though  I  don't  believe 

used  that  exact  expression." 

"  It  nas  something  liku  it,"  suii  Sandy  :  "  well,  that's  the  sort 
Bf  anllification  you'd  get." 

"  Things  are  getting  worse  uod  worse,"  replied  the  other.  '■  I 
wn  see  how  it'i;  going  I  Here,  the  first  thing  General  Jaekson  did 
when  ho  came  in,  he  wanted  to  Lave  the  President  elected  for  six 
years ;  find,  by  and  hy,  they  will  want  him  for  ten  !  and  now  they 
want  to  cut  up  our  orchards  and  meadows,  whether  or  no ;  that's 
Just  the  way  Bonaparte  went  on.  What's  the  use  of  states  if 
tiiey  are  all  to  be  cut  up  with  cnuals  and  railroads  and  tariffs  1 
Mo,  no,  gentlemen  I  you  uiay  depend,  Old  Virginny's  not  going 
to  let  Oongross  carry  on  in  her  day !" 

"  How  can  they  help  it  V  oskod  Sandy, 

"  Wo  hay'nt  foitt  and  bled,"  rejoined  the  other,  taking  oat  of 
hie  pocket  a  large  piece  of  tobacco,  and  catting  off  a  quid,  as  he 
tpoke  in  a  somewhat  subdued  tone,  "we  hav'at  frmt  and  bled  for 
tmr  liberties  to  have  our  posterity  and  their  land  oircanioised  af- 
ter this  rate,  to  suit  the  figarica  of  Congress.  So  let  them  try  it 
when  they  will  I" 

"  Mr.  Ned  Hazard,  what  do  you  call  state  rights  T'  demnnded 
Sandy, 

"  It's  a  sort  of  a  law,"  said  the  other  speaker,  taking  the  an- 
swer to  himself,  "against  cotton  and  wool." 

"  That's  a  fact,"  oriod  Sandy, "  and,  in  my  thinking,  it's  a  very 
ibolish  sort  of  a  business." 

"  There's  where  you  and  me  differa,"  responded  the  other. 

"  Well,"  said  Ned,  "  it's  a  troublesome  question.  Suppose  we 
-wait  until  we  hear  what  Old  Virginia  says  about  it  herself?  And 
U  for  us,  Saudy,  it  is  getting  lato,  and  wo  must  go," 

These  words  concluded  the  colloquy  ;  and,  soon  after,  having 
nmmoned  our  cavulratde,  we  set  out  on  our  return  to  Swi^V 
Barn,  where  wc  arrived  some  time  after  nightfall. 


^Jka■l^^8^iilj■[fcr^i;^va  ^^f^>  -^ 
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Ned  detailed  the  dlalogae  I  have  just  described  to  Frank 
Meriwether,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and,  from  what  Frank 
let  faJQ^ — ^for  he  grew  grave  on  the  subject, — I  have  reason  to 
think  that  he  has  some  fearful  misgivings  of  the  ambitious  de- 
Bigns  of  the  general  government.  He  is  decidedly  of  the  state 
rights  party. 


STY      OOTJRT, 


I 


K  Monday  uoritiDg  Meriwether  announced  to  ua  that  the  Coqq- 
y  Court  waa  to  commence  its  session,  ami,  consequently,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  repair  to  the  sent  of  juetioe. 

I  hove  before  intimated  that  m;  kinemaD  ia  one  of  the  qao- 
nun,  and  bos  always  been  famous  for  hia  punctuality  id  the  dis- 
charge of  bis  JHiiicial  functioDa.     It  was,  moreover,  necessary  for 
0  be  there  t<>-day,  because:  his  business  with  Philly  Wart,  in 
regard  to  the  arbitration,  enjoined  it  upon  him  to  meet  that  le- 
p-^IbI  luminary  without  delay. 

He  insinuated  a  wish  that  Ned  and  myself  ahonld  accompany 
I  think   Frank  is  a  littlo  vain  of  his  appearance  on  the 
k  Wnch.     We  readily  assented  to  his  proposal. 

Meriwether  never  moves  on  these  state  oocasions  without  old 
Carey,  who  haa  a  suit  of  livery  thai  is  preserved  almost  czclu- 
aively  for  this  service.  Accordingly,  the  old  man  this  morning 
waa  decorated  with  all  his  honors,  of  which  the  principal  con- 
sisted in  a  thick  drab  coat,  edged  with  green ;  and,  as  the  day 
was  very  hot,  Carey  anfiercd  aa  muob  under  his  covering  as  an 
ancient  knight  of  the  Cmsades,  in  his  linked  mail,  on  the  sandy 
^^Kiipluns  of  Syria 
^^H        Uia  master,  too,  had  doffed  the  light  and  careless  habilimeal 
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in  which  he  aeoommodated  himself,  usually,  to  the  ferrors  of  the 
aeason,  and  was  now  pranked  out  in  that  reyerential  furniture  of 
broadcloth  which  he  conceived  befitted  the  solemn  import  of  the 
duties  he  was  about  to  discharge. 

He  rides  a  beautiful  full-blooded  sorrel ;  and  his  pride  in  all 
matters  that  belong  to  his  equitation  is  particularly  conspicuous 
in  the  firesh  and  comfortable  character  of  his  housings  and  horse 
fomiture.  He  has  a  large  new  saddle,  luxuriously  stuffed,  and 
ooTered  with  a  richly-worked  coat  of  yellow  buckskin.  The  stir- 
rups hang  inordinately  low,  so  that  it  is  as  much  as  he  can  do  to 
get  the  point  of  his  boot  into  them.  But  he  sits  with  a  lordly 
erectness  upon  his  seat,  and  manages  his  horse  with  a  bold  and 
dexterous  hand.  On  horseback  he  is  a  perfect  personation  of 
an  opulent,  unquestioned  squire, — the  very  guardian  genius  of 
the  soil  and  its  prerogatives — ^fearless,  graceful,  and  masterly,  his 
fine  athletic  figure  appearing  here  to  its  greatest  advantage. 

Ned  and  myself  formed  a  part  of  his  retinue,  like  a  pair  of 
aids  somewhat  behind  the  commander-in-chief,  insensibly  accom- 
modating our  position  to  the  respect  inspired  by  his  bearing  and 
rank.  Old  Carey,  in  his  proper  place,  brought  up  the  rear.  Our 
journey  to  the  court-house  was  about  twelve  miles,  and  as  we  oc- 
easionally  brought  our  horses  to  a  gallop,  we  arrived  there  at  an 
eariy  hour. 

The  sitting  of  this  court  is  an  occasion  of  great  stir.  The 
roads  leading  to  the  little  county  capital  were  enlivened  by  fre- 
quent troops  of  the  neighboring  inhabitants,  that  rode  in  squad- 
rons, from  all  directions.  Jurors,  magistrates,  witnesses,  attorneys 
of  the  circuit,  and  all  the  throng  of  a  country  side  interested  in 
this  piepowder  justice,  were  rapidly  converging  to  the  centre  of 
business. 

Upon  our  arrival,  a  considerable  part  of  the  population  had 
already  assembled,  and  were  scattered  about  the  principal  places 
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of  resort,  in  decent  and  orderly  groups,  in  which  all  aeemed  in- 
tent npon  the  cjaiet  and  respectful  diachaige  of  their  eeveral  er- 
nods. 

The  court-house  is  a,  low,  square,  brick  building,  entirely  us- 
ornamented,  occupying  the  middle  of  a  large  area.  It  has  an 
official  uppearanee  giveti  to  it  by  a  huge  door  of  a  dingy  exterior, 
and  ample  windows  covered  with  dust  and  cobwebs.  An  hum- 
ble and  modest  little  building,  of  the  same  material,  stands  on 
one  corner  of  the  area,  and  by  the  well-worn  path  leading  henoe 
to  the  temple  of  Themis,  it  may  be  seen  that  this  is  the  only  de- 
pository of  the  county  records.  At  a  distance  further  oS,  a 
somewhat  larger  edifice  claims  a  public  character,  which  is  de- 
noted by  one  or  two  of  the  windows  being  grated.  A  few  small 
forest  trees  have  hecn  set  in  the  soil,  over  this  space,  which,  l^ 
their  feeble  growth  and  shelterless  condition,  as  well  as  by  the 
formal  and  graceless  precision  with  which  they  have  been  distri- 
butrcd,  show  that  the  public  fanctionaries  have  at  times  had  one 
or  two  abortive  inspirations  of  a  spirit  of  improvement,  and  a 
transient  passion  for  beauty. 

In  front  of  the  court-house  there  is  a  decayed  and  disjointed 
fixture,  whose  uses  seem  now  to  have  gone  by.     It  is  a  pillory, 
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a  little  shronken,  single-storied  edifice,  concealed  behind  a  rough, 
whitewashed  piazza.  The  second  is  an  old  wooden  building  of 
some  magnitude,  and,  from  the  profusion  with  which  its  doors 
and  windows  have  been  supplied  with  architectural  embellish- 
ments, must  formerly  have  been  a  private  residence  of  note. 

Our  cavalcade  stopped  at  the  latter  of  these  riyal  establish- 
ments ;  and  we  dismounted  under  a  broad  flaunting  sign,  which 
screeched  lazily  upon  its  hinges  in  the  breeze,  and  seemed  to  give 
a  responsive  note  to  a  party  of  geese,  that  were  greeting  every 
fresh  arrival  with  a  vociferous,  periodical  cackle. 

There  were  several  respectable-looking  gentlemen  collected 
about  the  door ;  and  Meriwether  was  met  with  many  kind  and 
hearty  expressions.  We  were  shown  into  a  room  which,  from  its 
air  of  neatness,  was  evidently  kept  as  an  apartment  of  more  wor- 
ship than  that  in  which  the  larger  portion  of  the  visitors  of  the 
hotel  were  assembled.  This  room  was  garnished  with  carvings 
and  mouldings  of  an  ancient  date.  The  floor  had  suffered  from 
the  ravages  of  time,  and  had  a  slope  towards  an  ample  hearth, 
whose  unsightly  aperture  was  embowered  by  a  tasteful  screen  of 
the  tops  of  asparagus  plants.  Some  pieces  of  mahogany  furniture, 
black  with  age  and  glistening  like  ebony,  stood  against  the  wall ; 
and  above  them  hung  divers  besmirched  pictures  representing 
game-cocks  in  pugnacious  attitudes,  trimly  dipt  of  their  feathers, 
the  Godoiphin  Arabian,  Flying  Ghilders,  and  some  other  victors 
of  the  turf,  all  in  black  frames  ;  and  which,  from  the  hue  that 
time  had  flung  over  the  copperplate,  seemed  to  be  gleaming  through 
an  atmosphere  obfuscated -with  smoke. 

The  hour  soon  came  round  for  opening  the  court.  This  was 
announced  by  a  proclamation,  made  in  a  shrill,  attenuated  voice, 
from  the  court-house  door ;  and  was  followed  by  an  immediate 
movement,  from  all  directions,  to  that  quarter.  The  little  hall  in 
which  justice  was  administered  was  crowded  almost  to  overflowing. 
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^  aemioircnlar  gallery,  raised  five  or  six  feet  above  the  floor,  at 
pe  fitrtlier  end  of  the  hall,  van  already  occupied  with  a  bevy  of 
justices — nearlv  a  dozen,  perhaps — some  of  whom  had  flang  their 
feet  upon  the  rail  before  them,  and  were  lolling  back  upon  their 
seats,  ready  to  proceed  to  their  judicial  employments.  Our  6iend 
Meriwether  occupied  his  place  with  a  countenance  of  becoming 
importance.  Indeed,  the  whole  bench  presented  a  fine  picture  of 
solid  faces  and  figures,  that  might  be  said  to  be  a  healthy  and 
sturdy  specimen  of  this  piilar  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  state ; — 
and  was  well  calculated  to  inspire  a  wholesome  respect  for  that 
iufitrior  and  useful  luagistracy  which  has  always  been  so  much  a 
favorite  of  the  people  of  Virginia. 

Immediatuly  under  the  gallery  of  the  justices,  sat  the  clerk 
of  the  court ;  and,  on  either  side  of  his  desk,  within  the  area  of 
the  semicircle,  were  benches  designed  for  the  juries.  Fronting 
this  array  of  the  court  and  jury,  was  a  long,  narrow  platform, 
guarded  all  round  with  railing,  and  elevated  a  few  feet  above  the 
floor,  within  whose  constricted  confines  were  disposed  some  five  or 
six  members  of  the  bar,  most  incommodiously  perched  upon  seats 
of  a  height  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  human  figure ;  and,  before 
these,  a  narrow  desk  extended  the  whole  distance,  so  as  to  give  to 
the  place  of  their  acoommodatlou  somewhat  of  the  dimensions  of 

■»pew. 

■  ■  Those  courts  bold  their  sessions  mouthly,  and  their  jurisdic- 
tion reaches  almost  all  the  ordinary  legal  requiremeottj  of  the 
county ;  but,  as  the  territorial  limit  over  which  they  preside  is 
generally  amuU,  it  requires  but  a  few  daya  to  dispatoh  the  busi- 
ness of  each  term. 

The  first  matter  that  occupied  the  attontion  uf  the  court  was 
the  marshalling  of  the  grand-jury,  to  whom  the  usual  charge  was 
delivered.  This  office  was  assigned  by  the  court  to  one  of  the 
members  of  the  bar,  a  young  practitioner,  who  did  not  fail  to  em- 
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belliflh  the  summary  of  duties,  which  he  unfolded  to  their  view, 
with  a  plentiful  garniture  of  rhetoric.  Notwithstanding  the  por- 
tentous exaggeration  of  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  and  the 
multitudinous  grave  topics  which  were  urged  upon  the  grand  in- 
quest, it  seems  that  this  quintessence  of  the  freehold  dignity  was 
sadly  puzzled  to  find  employment  in  any  degree  commensurate 
with  the  exaltedness  of  its  function.  It  is  said  that  the  jurors 
rerolved  in  their  minds  the  whole  list  of  national  grievances.  One 
party  suggested  the  idea  of  presenting  the  established  mode  of 
electing  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  a  grievance  to  the 
good  people  of  the  county ;  another  thought  of  a  formal  denun- 
ciation of  the  TarijQf ;  a  few  advocated  an  assault  upon  the  Su- 
preme Court ;  but  all  were  happily  brought  into  a  harmonious 
concurrence  in  the  design  of  presenting  a  mad-cap  ragamuffin,  by 
the  name  of  Jemmy  Smith,  for  disturbing  the  peace  of  a  camp- 
meeting  by  drinking  whiskey  and  breeding  a  riot  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  conventicle.  Accordingly,  after  an  hour's  deliberar 
tion  upon  these  various  suggestions,  they  returned  to  the  court- 
room with  a  solitary  bill,  made  out  in  due  form  against  Jemmy ; 
and,  this  matter  constituting  the  sum  total  of  their  business  for 
the  term,  they  were  thereupon  discharged,  with  the  thanks  of  the 
court  for  the  able  and  vigilant  administration  of  their  inquisito- 
rial duties. 

Jemmy  Smith  had  anticipated  this  act  of  authority ;  and  was 
now  in  court,  ready  to  stand  his  trial.  He  had  already  selected 
his  counsel — a  flowery  and  energetic  advocate,  whose  strength  lay, 
according  to  the  popular  opinion,  in  his  skill  in  managing  a  jury. 
The  name  of  this  defender  of  Jemmy's  fame  was  Taliaferro,  (pro- 
nounced Tolliver,)  or,  as  it  was  called  for  shortness.  Toll  Hedges, 
Esq.,  a  gentleman  whose  pantaloons  were  too  short  for  him,  and 
whose  bare  legs  were,  consequently,  visible  above  his  stockings. 
Toll's  figure,  however,  was  adorned  with  a  bran-new  blue  coat,  of 
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the  moHt  ooQceit^d  fasliion,  wLich,  nevertheless,  gave  some  indi- 
cations of  having  been  recentlj  slept  in,  as  it  was  plentifully  sup- 
plied nith  down  from  a  fcatlier  bed.  He  was  conspicuous,  slso, 
for  an  old  straw  hat,  that  liad  been  fretted  at  the  rim  by  a  care- 
less habit  in  handling  it  This  learned  counsel  liad  apparently 
been  keeping  his  vigils  too  strictly  the  night  before,  for  his  eyes 
were  red,  and  his  face  inflamed.  His  frame  had  ail  the  morning 
languor  of  a  sedulous  nigbl-irntcher;  and,  altogether,  Toll  did  not 
appear  to  be  in  the  beat  condition  to  try  his  case.  However,  he 
had  DOW  taken  his  seat  at  the  bar ;  and  close  beside  him  sat  hia 
client,  Jemmy  Smith,  an  indescrihably  swaggering,  saucy  blade, 
who  hnd  the  irreverence  to  come  into  court  without  coat  or  waist- 
coat, and  to  show  a  wild,  grinning,  disorderly  countenance  to  his 

Whilst  the  gentleman  who  conducted  the  case  for  the  Com- 
tnonwealth  was  giving  n  narrative  of  Jemmy's  delinquencies  to 
the  jury,  and  was  vituperating  that  worthy's  character  in  good  set 
terms,  Toll  was,  to  all  appearance,  asleep  upon  his  folded  arms, 
resting  on  the  desk  before  him.  When  the  charge  was  fairly  ex- 
plained, one  witness  was  called  to  support  it.  This  individual 
was  pretty  much  such  a  looking  person  as  Jeramy  himself.  Ho 
was  rather  down-faaed  and  confused  in  his  demeanor  before  the 
court, and  particularly  shabby  in  his  exterior;  but  ho  told  a  plain, 
straight-forward  story  enough,  in  the  main,  and  his  evideuee  went 
the  full  length  of  all  the  travcraer'a  imputed  enormities.  The 
truth  was,  Jemmy  Imd  certainly  broke  into  the  camp  and  played 
some  strange  antics,  eonsidering  the  sanctity  of  the  place.  But, 
during  all  this  time,  Taliaferro  Hedges,  Esq.,  maintained  his  recum- 
bent position,  except,  now  and  then,  when  Jcmniy,  feeling  himself 
pinched  by  the  testimony,  reclined  his  liend  to  whisper  in  his 
oounsel'a  ear,  which  act  roused  him  enough  to  bring  upon  Jemmy 
a  rebuke,  that  was  generally  conveyed  by  pushing  him  off.  and  an 
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injunction  to  be  quiet.  At  length,  the  whole  story  was  told,  and 
bad  enough  it  looked  for  Jemmy !  The  attorney  for  the  Common- 
wealth now  informed  Mr.  Hedges,  that  the  witness  was  at  his  dis- 
posal At  this,  Toll  completely  roused  himself,  and  sitting  bolt 
upright,  directed  a  sharp  and  peremptory  catechism  to  the  wit- 
ness, in  which  he  required  him  to  repeat  the  particulars  he  had 
before  detailed.  There  was  something  bullying  in  the  manner  of 
the  counsel  that  quite  intimidated  the  witness,  and  the  poor  fellow 
made  some  sad  equivocations.  At  last,  said  Toll,  after  admon- 
ishing the  witness,  in  a  very  formal  manner,  that  he  was  upon  his 
oath,  and  explaining  to  him  the  solemnity  of  his  obligation  to 
speak  the  truth,  ^^  I  will  ask  you  one  question  ;  answer  it  catego- 
rically, and  without  evasion." 

"  When  you  and  Smith  went  down  to  camp-meeting,  hadn't 
Smith  a  bottle  of  whiskey  in  the  bosom  of  his  shirt  %  Tell  the 
trutL" 

The  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth  objected  to  the  question ; 
but  the  court  overruled  the  objection. 

"  Why,  yes,  he  had,"  replied  the  witness. 

"  Didn't  Jemmy  buy  that  bottle  himself,  and  pay  for  it  out  of 
his  own  pocket  ?     On  the  oath  you  have  taken." 

«  Why,  yes,  he  did." 

'^  Well,  now  tell  us.  Didn't  you  drink  some  of  that  whiskey 
yourself,  along  the  road  ?" 

"  Why,  yes,  I  did.     I  tell  the  truth,  gentlemen." 

"  More  than  once  ?" 

"  Yes,  several  times." 

"  After  you  got  down  to  camp  V 

"  Oh,  yes !  certainly.     I  don't  deny  it." 

"  Did  you  and  Jemmy  drink  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  bottle, 
or  out  of  a  cup  ?" 

"  Certainly ;  out  of  the  ,mouth  of  the  bottle.  You  will'  not 
catch  me  in  any  lies,  lawyer  Hedges." 
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^  Beallj,  Mr.  Hedges,"  interrapted  the  attorney  for  the  0<hii- 
monwealth,  ^  I  don't  see  what  this  has  to  do  with  the  question.  I 
must  apply  to  the  conrf 

'^  Oh,  very  well,"  said  Toll,  ^  I  see  how  it  is  1  Gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  I  don't  insist  on  the  question,  if  the  gentleman  does  not 
like  to  have  it  answered.  But  you  oan't  help  seeing  the  true 
state  of  the  ease.  Here's  this  fellow,  who  has  been  all  along 
drinking  out  of  the  very  same  bottle  with  Jemmy  Smith, — and 
Jemmy's  own  whiskey  too, — and  now  he  comes  out  state's  evi- 
dence. What  credit  can  you  attach  to  a  cock-and-bull  story  told 
by  a  fellow  that  comes  to  swear  against  a  man  who  has  been  divi- 
ding his  liquor  with  him?  For  the  honor  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
gentlemen  !"  cried  Toll,  concluding  this  side-bar  appeal  to  the 
jury  with  an  indignant  gesticulation,  and  a  look  of  triumph  in  his 
face,  that  might  be  said  to  be  oratorically  comic. 

The  look  was  a  master-stroke.  It  took  complete  effect ;  and 
Jemmy  was  acquitted  in  spite  of  the  facts. 

As  the  crowd  broke  up.  Toll,  on  leaving  the  court-room,  walked 
up  to  the  witness,  and  slapping  him  on  the  back,  said,  ^^  Come,  let 
us  go  take  something  to  drink."  And  off  the  two  went  together 
to  the  tavern. 

Hazard  remarked  to  Hedges  afterwards,  that  it  was  a  little 
odd,  as  he  had  completely  triumphed  over  the  facts  of  his  case  by 
undermining  the  credit  of  the  witness,  he  should  be  on  such  good 
terms  with  this  person  as  to  bring  him  down  to  drink  with  him. 

"  Ah !"  replied  Hedges,  "  if  the  jury  knew  that  man  as  well  as 
I  do,  they  would  have  believed  every  word  he  said.  For  there  is 
not  an  honester  fellow  in  the  county.  But  I  know  how  to  work 
these  juries." 


I 


\ 


I MK  minkt  OtiM  W  to  d<i  wilV  tkv  <|Mi 


111   Xull,  "  i  BM  Imi*  H  U  I 

•f  Ml"  tpw-tifle.  ff  the  JPTJ- 


I  nt)  5i>u  >it*(>t  to  ft  ooe][-«n<i-> 


I 


Iviii'.'lbing  1.1- 'Irial  "     .'.ml  "IT  Or-  ■•.■  noil  I 


Mil-;    I.'ll'm  111  Iht    »Huiy        i!>.ii 


Pl 

i 

ITif  ^ 
__ 

■MMflT 

CHAPTER  XL 

OPINIONS    AND    SENTIMENTS. 

The  court  resumed  its  session  after  dinner,  haying  a  prospect  of 
concluding  its  business  before  noon  the  next  day;  and  Meri- 
wether was  obliged  to  remain  for  the  night.  Neither  Ned  nor 
myself  regretted  the  pretext  this  furnished  us  for  the  same  delay. 

During  the  afternoon  many  of  the  older  inhabitants  had  taken 
to  horse :  and  the  crowd  of  the  court-room  was  sensibly  dimin- 
ished. Still  the  out-door  bustle  assumed  a  more  active  and 
noisy  character.  The  loiterers  about  the  verge  of  the  court  had 
less  business,  but  more  to  say.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be  difficult 
to  keep  those  in  attendance  whose  presence  was  necessary  to  the 
affairs  of  justice  ;  for  the  crier  of  the  court  might  be  frequently 
heard  summoning  the  absentees,  as  they  were  wanted,  in  his  slen- 
der and  shrill  voice,  by  distinctly  repeating  thrice  the  name  of 
each,  from  the  court-house  door,  wheri  he  stood  bareheaded,  and 
with  his  hand  shading  his  eyes. 

The  sun  began,  at  last,  to  throw  a  merciless  blase  upon  the 
broken  window-panes  in  the  western  fronts  of  some  old  buildings, 
whose  raggedness  was  thus  rendered  painfully  public.  The  ducks 
and  geese  of  the  village  were  already  trooping  homeward,  from  a 
small  brook  hard  by,  in  their  sober  evening  march,  and  with  a 
sedate  nnder-gabble,  like  that  of  old  burghers  in  conversation. 


The  dijpartiug  sqnadroDB  of  horsemeii  became  more  frequent ; 
and  the  alaeritj  witli  which  these  retreating  boJieu  aprang  for- 
ward from  thfir  starting  points,  showed  that  their  temporary  so- 
journ had  bi.'1'Q  atleuded  with  an  increase  of  animal  spirits.  At 
this  hour  the  court  put  an  end  to  its  labors ;  and  the  throng  that 
had  been  occupied  there,  all  day,  were  now  gathering  abont  the 
doors  of  the  Iwo  taverns. 

Our  ho^t  was  an  imperturbable,  pleasant-faeed  old  fellow, 
with  a  remarkably  accommodating  temper,  which  exhibited  itself 
in  lavish  promises,  though  he  was  allowed  to  be  very  incommen- 
Burate  in  perforiuaDCe,  He  was  unwieldy  in  bulk,  and  pertina' 
cious  in  the  enjoyaent  of  hia  eaao ;  and,  to  save  the  trouble  of 
forming  opinions,  he  gave  an  invariable  answer  to  every  specula- 
tion that  was  addressed  to  him.  This  was  conveyed  in  the  woids 
"  quite  likely,"  no  matter  how  inconsistent  tbc  avcrmenta  to 
which  they  had  rtferenee.  Keti  and  myself  had  put  him,  in  the 
course  of  the  afternoon,  to  some  severe  trials,  but  without  being 
able  cither  to  ruffle  his  temper  or  enlarge  his  vocabulary. 

The  large  room  of  the  inn  had  a  bar  petitioned  off  at  one  cor- 
ner ;  and  this  was  the  principal  centre  of  reinforcement  to  the  in- 
habitants of  these  precincts.  As  the  shades  of  evening  tliickened, 
'  *B  resort  became  more  crowded.     The  remnants,  or  more  p 
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the  oonniry  side,  and  the  other  a  deputy  sheriff.  Our  firiend 
Toll  Hedges  was  a  oonspicnous  personage  in  this  checkered  assem- 
bly. He  had  shaken  off  the  dulness  of  the  morning,  and  was 
now  playing  a  part  that  seemed  more  native  to  his  disposition, 
that  of  a  fiimiliar,  confident,  lond-talking  interlocutor,  who  called 
erery  man  by  his  christian  name,  swore  roundly  after  a  pedantic 
fitfhion,  had  some  knowledge  of  every  man's  business,  and  bore 
himself  with  the  peremptoriness  of  one  whose  character  partook 
in  equal  degrees  of  the  wag  and  the  brawler.  He  was  sarcastic, 
shrewd,  and  popular ;  and  to  all  these,  it  may  be  added,  that  be- 
fore bedtime  he  was  in  no  small  degree  flustered.  In  this  crowd 
might  also  be  observed  one  or  two  other  members  of  the  bar,  of  a 
graver  demeanor,  and  even  some  of  the  justices  holding  more 
sedate  conversations,  apparently  on  matters  connected  with  their 
business.  In  one  comer  sat  a  quiet,  neighborly  shoemaker,  in  an 
arm  chair,  contentedly  taking  a  stiff  beverage  of  whiskey  and 
water  about  once  in  fifteen  minutes,  and  saying  nothing  to  any 
body. 

Our  host  himself  was  a  sober  man,  and  a  discreet !  He  stood 
at  his  post  the  whole  evening,  with  a  wooden  pestle  in  his  hand 
— ^the  symbol  of  his  calling ;  one  while  laughing  with  a  civil  good 
nature  at  the  rough  jokes  that  were  aimed  at  himself,  and  at 
another  mixing  toddy  to  meet  the  numberless  demands  of  his 
thirsty  customers.  Amidst  this  edifying  display  of  toss-pot  elo- 
quence and  genial  uproar,  my  attention  was  particularly  attracted 
to  the  behavior  of  this  exemplary  publican.  Though  scant  in 
speech,  he  labored  like  a  man  who  had  the  good  of  his  fiimily  at 
heart ;  and  bore  himself  through  the  tumultuary  scene  with  the 
address  of  a  wily  statesman  who  is  anxious  to  win  the  applause 
of  all  parties.  The  tide  was  in  his  favor,  and  his  aim  was  to  float 
smoothly  upon  it  In  times  of  great  excitement,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  the  party  in  power  gain  many  advantages  by  a  show 
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The  next  morniDg,  after  a  short  delay  in  court,  Meriwether 
was  released  from  his  judicial  cares,  and  we  made  preparations 
for  our  return  to  Swallow  Barn.  Philly  Wart,  who  had  been  an 
active  and  conspicuous  personage  in  the  transactions  of  the  term, 
and  who  is  hereafter  to  make  some  figure  in  these  annals,  was  to 
accompany  us.  About  noon  we  were  all  mounted,  Philly  being 
perched  upon  a  tall,  raw-boned,  gray  steed,  that  seemed  to  havp 
parted  with  his  flesh  in  the  severe  duties  of  the  circuit,  but  who 
was  distinguished  for  his  easy  and  regxdar  pace.  As  to  Philly 
himself,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  give  him  a  chapter. 

By  the  usual  dinner  hour,  we  were  all  comfortably  seated  at 
Swallow  Bam. 
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to  the  prejudice  of  the  pocket  of  the  individual,  has  a  mellow  and 
kindly  effect  upon  his  disposition. 

In  an  old  member  of  the  profession,— one  who  has  grown 
gray  in  the  service, — there  is  a  rich  unction  of  originality,  which 
brings  him  out  from  the  ranks  of  his  fellow-men  in  strong  relief. 
His  habitual  conversancy  with  the  world  in  its  strangest  varieties, 
and  with  the  secret  history  of  character,  gives  him  a  shrewd  esti- 
mate of  the  human  heart.  He  is  quiet,  and  unapt  to  be  struck 
with  wonder  at  any  of  the  actions  of  men.  There  is  a  deep  cur- 
rent of  oteervation  running  calmly  through  his  thoughts,  and  sel- 
dom gushing  out  in  words :  the  confidence  which  has  been  placed 
in  him,  in  the  thousand  relations  of  his  profession,  renders  him 
constitutionally  cautious.  His  acquaintance  with  the  vicissitudes 
of  fortune,  as  they  have  been  exemplified  in  the  lives  of  individu- 
als, and  with  the  severe  afflictions  that  have  ^  tried  the  reins  "  of 
many,  known  only  to  himself,  makes  him  an  indulgent  and  chari- 
table apologist  of  the  aberrations  of  others.  He  has  an  impreg- 
nable good  humor  that  never  falls  below  the  level  of  thoughtful- 
nesB  into  melancholy.  He  is  a  creature  of  habits ;  rising  early 
for  exercise ;  generally  temperate  from  necessity,  and  studious 
against  his  wilL  His  face  is  accustomed  to  take  the  ply  of  his 
pursuits  with  great  facility,  grave  and  even  severe  in  business, 
and  readily  rising  into  smiles  at  a  pleasant  conceit.  He  works 
hard  when  at  his  task ;  and  goes  at  it  with  the  reluctance  of  an 
old  horse  in  a  bark-miU.  His  common-places  are  quaint  and  pro- 
fessional :  they  are  made  up  of  law  maxims,  and  first  occur  to 
him  in  Latin.  He  measures  all  the  sciences  out  of  his  proper 
line  of  study,  (and  with  these  he  is  but  scantily  acquainted,)  by 
the  rules  of  law.  He  thinks  a  steam  engine  should  be  worked 
with  due  diligence,  and  without  laches  :  a  thing  little  likely  to 
happen,  he  considers  as  potentia  remotissima  ;  and  what  is  not 
yet  in  existence,  or  in  esse,  as  he  would  say,  is  in  mdnbus.    He 


'rebends  that  wit  best,  which  is  coanected  with  the  affiiirs  of 
Hie  term  ;  is  piirtlculnrly  curious  in  his  ancodotee  of  old  lawyer^ 
ajid  inclined  to  be  talkative  coucorDiag  the  amusing  passives  of 
hia  own  profesHional  life.  He  is,  sometimes,  not  altogether  free 
of  ontward  foppery ;  is  apt  to  be  an  especial  good  liver,  and  he 
keeps  the  best  company.  His  literature  is  not  uach  diversified; 
and  be  prefers  books  that  are  bound  in  plain  calf,  to  those  that 
are  mucli  lettered  or  gilded.  He  garners  up  bis  papers  with  a 
wonderful  appearance  of  care;  ties  them  in  bundles  with  red 
tape  ;  and  usually  has  great  difficulty  to  find  them  when  he  wants 
them.  Too  much  particularity  has  perplexed  him  ;  and  just  so 
'»it  is  with  Ilia  cases :  they  are  well  assorted,  packed  and  laid  away 
bt  his  mind,  but  are  not  easily  to  be  brought  forth  again  without 
Ubor.  This  makes  him  something  of  a  proorostuiDtor,  and  rather 
to  delight  in  new  bnsineas  than  finish  his  old.  He  is,  however, 
much  beloved,  and  afiectionately  considered  by  the  people. 

Piiilpot  Wart  belongs  to  the  class  whose  cbaraoteristies  I 
have  here  sketched.  He  is  a  practitioner  of  some  thirty  or  forty 
years'  standing,  during  the  greater  part  of  whiuh  time  he  has  re- 
this  district.  He  is,  now  verging  upon  sixty  years  of 
•tge,  and  may  be  said  to  have  spent  the  larger  portion  of  liis  life 
'OB  horsobaek.  His  figure  is  short  and  thick-set,  with  a  bard, 
nuseular  outline  ;  his  legs  slightly  bowed,  his  shoulders  broad, 
'<Md  his  hands  and  feet  uucommonly  large.  His  head  is  of  extra- 
ordinary size,  inclining  to  be  cubical  iu  shape,  and  clothed  with  a 
■riiock  of  wiry,  dark  gray  haiT.  A  brown  and  dry  complexion ; 
eyes  small,  keen,  and  undefined  in  color,  furnished  with  thick 
brows ;  a  large  mouth,  conspionons  for  a  range  of  teeth  worn 
nearly  to  their  sockets ;  and  ample  protrnding  cars,  constitute 
the  most  remarkable  points  in  bis  appearance.  The  predominant 
expression  of  his  features  !e  a  sly,  quick  good  nature,  susoeptible, 
however,  of  groat  severity. 
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His  dresB  is  tliat  of  a  man  who  does  not  trouble  himself  with 
the  change  of  fieudiions ;  careless,  and,  to  a  certain  degree,  quaint. 
It  consists  of  a  plain,  dark  coat,  not  of  the  finest  cloth,  and  rather 
the  worse  for  wear;  dingy  and  faded  nankeen  smallclothes; 
and  a  pair  of  half  boots,  such  as  were  worn  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century.  His  hat  is  old,  and  worn  until  the  rim  has  become 
too  pliable  to  keep  its  original  form ;  and  his  crayat  is  sometimes, 
by  accident,  tied  in  such  a  manner,  as  not  to  include  one  side  of 
his  shirt  collar; — ^this  departure  from  established  usage,  and 
others  like  it,  happen  from  Mr.  Wart's  neyer  using  a  looking- 
glass  when  he  makes  his  toilet. 

His  circuit  takes  in  four  or  five  adjoining  counties,  and,  as  he 
is  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  courts,  he  is  an  indefatigable  tra- 
veller. His  habit  of  being  so  much  upon  the  road,  causes  his 
clients  to  make  their  appointments  with  him  at  the  several  stages 
of  his  joumeyings  ;  and  it  generally  happens  that  he  is  intercept- 
ed, when  he  stops,  by  some  one  waiting  to  see  him.  Being 
obliged  to  pass  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  small  taverns,  he  has 
grown  to  be  contented  with  scant  accommodation,  and  never  com 
plains  of  his  fair.  But  he  is  extremely  particular  in  exacting  the 
•utmost  attention  to  his  horse. 

He  has  an  insinuating  address  that  takes  wonderfully  with 
tiie  people ;  and  especially  with  the  older  and  graver  sorts.  This 
has  brought  him  into  a*close  acquaintance  with  a  great  many  per- 
sons, and  has  rendered  Philly  Wart, — as  he  is  universally  called, 
— a  kind  of  cabinetKSounsellor  and  private  adviser  with  most  of 
those  who  are  likely  to  be  perplexed  with  their  affairs.  He  has 
a  singularly  retentive  memory  as  to  facts,  dates,  and  names ;  and 
by  his  intimate  knowledge  of  land  titles,  courses  and  distances, 
patents,  surveys  and  locations,  he  has  become  a  formidable  cham- 
pion in  all  ejectment  cases.  In  addition  to  this,  Philly  has  such 
a  brotherly  and  companionable  relation  to  the  greater  number  of 


184  nntroT   wart. 

the  freeliolJera  who  serve  npon  the  jnriea,  and  baa  sueb  a  confi- 
ding, friondl}'  way  of  talking  to  them  when  he  tries  a  cause,  that 
it  is  generally  enpposed  he  can  persuade  them  to  belioTO  any 
thing  he  cbooseB. 

His  acquirements  &s  a  lawyer  a.re  held  in  high  respect  by  the 
bar,  although  it  is  reported  that  he  reads  hut  little  law  of  later 
date  than  Coke  Littleton,  to  which  book  ho  uauifeets  a  remarka- 
ble affoetion,  having  perused  it,  as  he  boasts,  some  eight  or  ten 
times  ;  but  the  truth  is,  he  has  not  much  time  for  other  reading, 
being  very  much  engrossed  by  written  documenta,  in  which  he  is 
painfully  studioue.  He  takes  a,  great  deal  of  authority  upon  liiin- 
Belf,  ncvertbelesa,  in  regard  lo  the  Virginia  decisions,  inusmuch 
as  be  has  been  contemporary  with  most  of  the  cases,  and  heard 
them,  generally,  from  the  courts  themselves.  Besides  this,  be 
practised  in  the  times  of  old  Chancellor  Wythe,  and  President 
Pendleton,  and  must  necessarily  have  absorbed  a  great  deal  of 
that  spirit  of  law-learning  which  has  evaporated  in  the  hands  of 
the  reporters.  As  Philly  himself  says,  he  understands  the  coi- 
rents  of  the  law,  and  knows  where  they  must  run  ;  and,  therefore, 
has  no  need  of  looking  into  the  cases. 

Philly  has  ao  excellent  knack  in  telling  a  story,  whioh  oonsists 
in  a  caustic,  dry  manner,  that  is  well  adapted  to  give  it  point ; 
and  sometimes  he  indulges  this  talent  with  signal  success  before 
the  juries.  When  he  is  at  home, — which  is  not  often  above  a 
week  or  ten  doys  at  a  time, — he  devotes  himself  almost  entirely 
to  bis  farm.  He  is  celebrated  there  for  a  fine  breed  of  bounds  ; 
and  foi-hnnting  is  quite  a  passion  with  him.  This  is  tho  onlj 
sport  in  which  he  indulges  to  any  excess  ;  and  so  far  does  be  car- 
ry it,  that  he  often  takes  his  dogs  with  bim  upon  the  circuit, 
when  his  duty  calls  him,  in  the  hunting  season,  to  certain  parts 
of  the  country  where  one  or  two  gentlemen  reside  who  are  fond 
of  this  pastime.     On  these  occasioas  he  billets  the  hounds  upon 
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his  landlord,  and  waits  patiently  nntil  he  dispatches  his  business ; 
and  then  he  tarns  into  the*  field  with  all  the  spirit  and  zest  of 
Nimrod.  He  has  some  lingering  recollections  of  the  classics,  and 
is  a  little  given  to  quoting  them,  without  much  regard  to  the  ap- 
propriateness of  the  occasion.  It  is  told  of  him,  that  one  fine 
morning,  in  December,  he  happened  to  be  with  a  party  of  brother 
sportsmen  in  full  chase  of  a  gray  fox,  under  circumstances  of  un- 
usual animation.  The  weather  was  cool,  a  white  firost  sparkled 
upon  the  fields,  the  sun  had  just  risen  and  flung  a  beautiful  light 
oyer  the  landscape,  the  fox  was  a^foot,  the  dogs  in  full  cry,  the 
huntsmen  shouting  with  exuberant  mirth,  the  woods  re-echoing  Co 
the  clamor,  and  eyery  one  at  high  speed  in  hot  pursuit.  Philly 
was  in  an  ecstasy,  spurring  forward  his  horse  with  uncommon  ar- 
dor, and  standing  in  his  stirrups,  as  if  impatient  of  his  speed, 
when  he  was  joined  in  the  chase  by  two  or  three  others  as  much 
delighted  as  himself  In  this  situation  he  cried  out  to  one  of  th« 
party,  "Isn't  this  fine;  don't  it  put  you  in  mind  of  Virgil? 
Tityre  tu  patulsB  recubans  sub  tegmine  fagL"  Philly  denies  the 
hct ;  but  some  well  authenticated  fiourishes  of  his  at  the  bar,  of 
a  similar  nature,  give  great  semblance  of  truth  to  the  story. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  a  pair  of  his  hounds  will  steal  after 
him,  and  follow  him  through  the  circuit,  without  his  intending  it ; 
and  when  this  occurs,  he  has  not  the  heart  to  drive  them  back. 
This  was  the  case  at  the  present  court :  accordingly,  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  dogs  to  Swallow  Barn.  They  slink  close  behind  his 
horse,  and  trot  together  as  if  they  were  coupled. 

Philly's  universal  acquaintance  through  the  country  and  his 
pre-eminent  popularity  have,  long  since,  brought  him  into  public 
life.  He  has  been  elected  to  the  Assembly  for  twenty  years  past, 
without  opposition ;  and,  indeed,  the  voters  will  not  permit  him 
to  decline.  It  is,  therefore,  a  regular  part  of  his  business  to  at- 
tend to  all  political  matters  affecting  the  oounty.     His  influence 
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IB  tiiifl  dqiftrtment  is  wonderfiiL  He  is  consulted  in  refereDce 
to  $31  planfl,  and  Lis  idvioe  seenu  to  bare  the  force  of  Uv.  He 
is  BXtremdy  secret  in  his  operations,  snd  appears  to  carry  Lis 
point  b;  bis  calm,  quiet,  and  onreeisting  manner.  He  has  the 
repotation  of  being  a  dexteroiu  debater,  and  of  maVing  aome 
•barp  and  heavy  hits  when  roused  into  oppoaition  ;  though  many 
odd  stories  are  told,  at  Bicbmond,  of  hia  stronuoos  efforts,  at 
times,  to  be  oratorical.  He  is,  however,  very  mach  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  political  managers  of  all  parties,  and  seldom  fiuls  to 
carry  a  point  when  he  setR  abont  it  in  earnest 

During  the  war,  Pfailly  commaniled  a  troop  of  volanteer  Iight- 
horse,  and  was  frequently  employed  in  actiTC  service,  in  guarding 
Ibe  hen-roosta  along  the  river  trotn  the  attacks  of  the  enemy. 
Slieae  oocaaitms  have  famished  him  with  some  agrecablo  episodes 
b  the  history  of  bis  life.  He  gives  a  foithfal  namttre  of  hia  oz- 
ploiu  at  this  period,  and  doea  not  fail  to  throw  «  dseh  of  comic 
homor  into  his  acconnt  of  bis  cflmpaigns. 

In  OUT  ride  to  Swallow  Bam,  be  and  Meriwether  were  princi- 
pally engrossed  with  the  subject  of  the  expected  arbitration. 
Meriwether  particularly  enjoined  it  upon  bim  so  to  manage  the 
matter  as  to  make  up  a  case  in  favor  of  Mr.  Tracy,  and  to  ^ve 
locb  a  deei^on  as  would  leave  the  old  gentleman  in  poBBmsion  of 
the  oontested  territory. 

Philly  revolved  the  subject  carefully  in  his  mind,  and  aasored 
Frank  that  be  would  have  no  diffioulty  in  patting  Swansdown 
upon  such  a  train  as  ooold  not  fail  to  accomplish  their  ends. 

"  But  it  seems  strange  to  me,"  said  the  coanecllor,  "^  that  the 
old  man  would  not  be  content  to  take  the  land  without  all  this 
circuity." 

"  We  must  accominoilstc  ourselves  to  the  peculiarities  of  our 
neighbors,"  replied  Meriwctlier,  "  anil,  pray  be  careful  that  you 
pTB  no  offenoe  to  bi«  pride,  by  the  course  you  pursue.' 
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^  I  have  neyer  before  been  engaged  in  a  case  with  snch  in- 
strnctions,''  said  Philly.  ^  This  looks  marvellously  like  an  Irish 
donkey  race,  where  each  man  cudgels  his  neighbor's  ass.  Well,  I 
suppose  Singleton  S¥ransdown  will  take  the  beating  without  being 
more  restive  under  it  than  others  of  the  tribe  I" 

^  I  beseech  you,  use  him  gently,"  said  Meriwether.  ^  He  will 
be  as  proud  of  his  victory  as  ourselves." 

Philly  laughed  the  more  heartily  as  he  thought  of  this  novel 
case.  Now  and  then  he  relapsed  into  perfect  silence,  and  then 
again  and  again  broke  forth  into  a  chuckle  at  his  own  meditations 
upon  the  subject. 

^  You  are  like  a  king  who  surrenders  by  negotiation,  all  that 
he  has  won  by  fighting,"  said  he,  laugh iog  again ;  ^^  we  shall  ca- 
pitulate, at  least,  with  the  honors  of  war, — drums  beating  and 
colors  flying !" 

<<  It  is  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth  that  there  should  be 
an  end  of  strife  ;  I  believe  so  the  maxim  runs,"  said  Meriwether, 
smiling. 

^  Concordia,  parvse  res  crescunt ;  discordid  maxima9  dilabun- 
tor,"  added  the  counsellor.  ^  But  it  seems  to  me  to  be  something 
of  a  wild-goose  chase  notwithstanding." 

Philly  repeated  these  last  words  as  he  dismounted  at  the  gate 
at  Swallow  Barn,  and,  throwing  his  saddle-bags  across  his  arm, 
he  walked  into  i^e  house  with  the  rest  of  the  party. 


[-jflsE  next  iDOTniiig  opened  upon  us  in  all   the  boaaty  of  the 

Every  necQHsiirf  prepamtion  hail  been  complL't«<]  for  the 
definite  adjustment  of  the  long  abiding  lawsuit.     The  household 
a  in  motion  at  an  hour  much  earlier  than  usual,  and  a  general 
xiety  seemed  to  prevail  throughout  the  family  to  speed  the 
iflsues  of  the  day.       Meriwether   was  animated  by  unwonted 
•pirits ;  and  Hazard  and  myaclf  autietpatcd,  with  some  eagerness, 
ihe  entrance  upon  a  buaincss  that  promised  to  us  nothing  but 
atnuaemetit  in  its  progress.     The  notoriety  which  all  the  prelimi- 
nary movements  in  this  matter  had  gained  (rota  the  frequent 
conrersatione  of  Meriwether  relating  to  it,  had  magnified  its  im' 
^  portanee  in  a  degree  much  disproportioned  to  ite  intriusio  merit 
k  The  day  was  therefore  considered  a  kind  of  jnbilee.     Mr.  GLub 
had  expressed  a  strong  wish  to  be  present  at  the  settlement ;  and 
bad,  aceordingly,  proelaimed  »  holiday  in  the  school     The  chil- 
dren were  all  in  a  state  of  riotous  excitement     Rip  was  especially 
delighted  with  the  prospect  of  the  approaching  bostle,    Prudence 
partook  of  the  common  feeling  with  rather  more  restlessness  than 
^^^     any  one  else.     There  was  a  studied  aedatenesa  upon  her  features, 
^^^^jrkicli  was  not  altogetlier  natural ;   and  this  was  contrasted  with 
^^^■,JKi  motions,  tthich  seemed  to  be  unsettled,  variable  and  perplexed. 
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Philly  Wart  had  risen  soon  after  the  dawn,  and  had  taken  a 
walk  of  two  or  three  miles  before  the  family  began  to  assemble. 
About  an  hour  before  breakfast,  he  had  seated  himself  on  the 
bench  of  the  porch,  alone  with  Mr.  Chub,  and  was  there  chipping 
a  stick  with  his  penknife,  as  he  kept  up  a  desultory  discourse  with 
the  parson,  upon  divers  matters  connected  with  the  history,  doc- 
trine and  discipline  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  What  were  the 
particulars  of  this  conversation  I  could  not  learL,  but  it  had  a 
stimulating  effect  upon  his  companion,  who  took  occasion  to  call 
me  aside,  as  soon  as  it  was  finished,  and  said  to  me,  "  Faith,  that 
Philly  Wart,  as  you  call  him,  is  a  sensible  old  fellow  !  He's  a 
man  of  a  great  deal  of  wit,  Mr.  Littleton  !  He  is  a  philosopher 
of  the  school  of  Democritus  of  Abdera,  and  knows  as  much  about 
the  kirk  of  Scotland  as  if  he  had  been  at  the  making  of  the  cove- 
nant. And  not  very  starched  in  his  creed  neither,  ha,  ha,  ha !  a 
queer  genius  I" 

Philly  himself,  after  leaving  the  parson,  was  sauntering  up 
and  down  in  the  hall,  with  his  coat  buttoned  close  about  him,  so 
as  to  cause  a  roll  of  papers  which  was  lodged  in  one  of  his  pockets 
to  protrude  somewhat  oddly  from  above  his  hip.  In  this  situation 
I  joined  him.  "  Your  parson  there,  is  a  great  scholar,"  said  he, 
smiling ;  '^  we  have  had  a  bout  together  concerning  church  mat- 
ters ;  and  the  old  gentleman  has  been  entertaining  me  with  a 
speech,  for  an  hour  past.  He  is  a  very  vehement  orator,  and  has 
puzzled  me  with  his  Grecian  heroes  until  I  hadn't  a  word  to  say. 
I  think  he  likes  a  good  listener :  but  I  am  entirely  too  rusty  for 
him.     I  must  rub  up  the  next  time  I  talk  with  him. 

Just  before  breakfast  Harvey  Biggs  and  Balph,  having  in 
convoy  Catharine  and  Bel  Tracy,  rode  up  to  the  door ;  and  our 
attention  was  called  to  the  party,  by  the  loud  salutations  of  Har- 
vey. "  Hark  you,  Ned !  spring  to  your  post,  and  catch  Bel  before 
ehe  tOQohes  ground." 
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Haiard  Buccccded  in  reacting  tbe  oa(«r  Bide  of  tba  g»Ie  jnKt 
in  time — not  to  ralcli  Bel,  nho  had  &treulj  dimoiiiilfld  with  Uic 
nimbiencsH  i)f  3  bird — but  to  take  the  reiu  ut  bi-r  borsa  and  fulirn 
it  to  tbo  I'uavc,  and  thcD  to  conduct  the  lady  tu  the  duor. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  were  ranged  amund  tlw  ample 
brcnkrast  hoard.  Mr.  Wart  was  inoliQed  to  be  joealsr,Mid  Men- 
wot)ier  indulged  in  some  good-uaturcd  speeulatiotw  npOB  Ui«  oer- 
Uviuty  of  liis  eaccess  in  the  case.  Harvej  Rigga  wa«  plueed  next 
to  liel  at  tbo  table,  and  took  occasion  to  whisper  in  her  ear.  that 
he  bad  no  faith  in  theso  negotiations  for  a  peace,  and  added,  tbal 
be  reatcd  hia  hopes  entirely  upon  the  prophcn;  of  old  Diana; 
then,  looking  townrds  Hci,  who  eat  opjioaitu,  he  rcwarlted,  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  by  the  latter,  "  there  la  but  one  way  of  giving 
pcruaueney  to  these  family  treaties." 

Ned  colortd  op  to  the  cyca — affected  not  to  understand,  and 
naked  for  another  cnp  of  coffee-.  Bel  was  more  self-possesaed,  and 
replied  with  perfect  composure,  "  Cousin  Harvey,  look  to  yourself, 
or  I  shall  dismiss  you  from  my  eerrico." 

After  breakfast,  it  was  determined  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  contending  powers  to  have  a  personal  inspi^ction  of  the 
seat  of  war.     The  old  mill  waa  proposed  as  the  trysting  place,  and 


THE    PHILOSOPHER    UNBENT.  191 

girls  were  jumping  a  ropo  on  the  gravel-walk.  Mj  cousin  Lucro- 
tia  was  busy  with  household  matters.  Wart  and  Meriwether  were 
conning  oyer  some  papers  in  the  breakfast  room ;  and  Harvey 
Kiggs,  Ralph  Tracy,  Hazard,  and  myself,  were  seated  in  the  porch 
patiently  abiding  the  progress  of  events. 

Bel,  who  had  been  roaming  at  large  from  group  to  group,  and 
making  amusement  for  herself  out  of  all,  like  one  whose  spirits 
would  not  allow  her  to  remain  stationary,  had  picked  up  the  dice 
that  belonged  to  a  backgammon  board  in  the  parlor,  and  now 
came  to  the  porch  where  we  were  seated,  rattling  them  in  the  box, 
and  making  as  much  noise  as  she  could. 

"  I  mean  to  tell  the  fortune  of  the  day,"  said  she ;  "  why  are 
not  these  dice  just  as  good  judges  of  boundary  lines  as  all  tiie 
lawyers  ?  Now,  Mr.  Littleton,  observe  if  this  be  not  a  true  oracle. 
Here's  for  Mr.  Meriwether,"  she  continued,  throwing  the  dice 
upon  the  bench.  ^^  Four,  one.  That's  a  shabby  throw  for  Swallow 
Barn.    Well,  here's  for  Pa.    Deuce,  ace." 

"  Good-bye  to  The  Brakes !"  exclaimed  Harvey. 

"  No,  indeed  !*'  interrupted  Bel.  "  There's  a  great  deal  of 
luck  in  deuce,  ace.  But  we  will  give  Swallow  Barn  another  chance. 
There's  six,  four ;  that's  the  parson's  point,  as  Pa  calls  it." 

"  And  now  for  The  Brakes,  Bel,"  said  Ned ;  "  this  throw  must 
settle  the  question." 

<<  Treys,"  cried  Bel,  flinging  the  dice,  and  clapping  her  hands. 
"  Havn't  we  gained  it  now  ?" 

"  No  !  certainly  not !"  said  Hazard.  "  They  make  but  six  to- 
gether, and  Swallow  Barn  had  ten." 

"  But,"  answered  Bel,  "you  forget,  Edward,  that  there  is  a 
luckier  number  than  any  other ;  and  we  have  got  three,  three 
times  out  of  the  dice." 

«  The  luck,"  replied  Ned,  "  is  in  the  highest  number."* 

<<I>o  you  wait  here,  and  I  will  go  and  ask  Mr.  Chub,"  said  Bel, 
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"  who  will  tyll  me  aW  tliat  he  has  ever  read  sbont  fortunftte  nnm 
bors-  Don't  mlcrrupt  us,  for  the  old  gentturaan  is  od  bucIi  gitoi! 
tenns  nilL  mo.  thnt  be  sajs  o  great  deal  to  me  he  would  not  lot 
anj  of  yoM  hear.     You  may  listen  to  us  through  the  windows." 

Tbc  rcTPrend  geutleman  was  seated  in  the  parlor  window  next 
to  the  porch,  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  when  Bel  entered  and  UinV 
a  8cat  beside  bim ;  and,  thus  arranged,  both  of  their  backs  were 
towards  the  window. 

Bel's  awo.st  was  very  grave. 

"Mr  Chub."  said  she,  with  a  gracious  and    -espectful  voice, 

B*€o  yon  think  there  is  any  thing  in  numbers?" 

P  '   "  Ha,  ba  I"  cried  the  tutor,  in  a  kind  of  bewildered  laugh,  as 

if  lie  did  not  exactly  eomprobead  her  purpose,  "  'pon  my  honor, 

madam,  I  don't  know  Ijow  to  answer  the  qnestioo.     There  are 

mnltipliers  and  multiplicands,  and " 

"  I  don't  mean  that,"  said  Bel,  "  do  yon  think  there  is  any 
luck  in  numbers  1" 

"  If  jou  mean  in  a  number  of  lawyers  to  try  the  question  of 
the  old  mill-dam,  I  ibiiik  the  more  there  are.  the  worse  the  Inek. 
Upon  my  voracity.  I  would  rather  have  Mr  Philpot  Wart  thai 
tbe  whole  bar ;  judges,  juries,  and  all.  Hiss  Bell  t    Ha,  b 

"  You  don't  onderstand  me  yet,"  answered  Bell, 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear !"  interrnpted  the  tutor;^ 

"  I  didn't  speak  with  reference  to  the  mill-dam  i 
either,  but  t  wanted  to  know,  if  there  are  not  some  numbers 
deemed  more  fortunate  than  others.  Were  not  the  ancients  a 
little  superstitious  about  the  number  of  crows  that  flow  across 
tbe  heavens  of  a  moruing.  for  instance?" 

"  Assuredlv.  madsm  !"  replied  the  old  gentleman,  now  begin 
ning  to  take  Bel's  nie.ining;  "^  all  nations  have  had  some  leaning 
to  be  enperstitions  about  numbers.  Tbc  number  twelve  hae  Lad 
a  great  deal  of  distinction  conferred  upon  it      The  twelve  apos- 
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ties,  and  the  twelve  hours  of  the  day,  and  the  twelve  months  of 
the  year,  in  spite  of  the  moon,  Miss  Bel !  That  looks  as  if  there 
was  some  virtue  in  the  number.  And,  you  know,  the  Romans 
had  their  laws  written  on  twelve  tables ;  and  the  Greeks  cele- 
brated the  twelve  labors  of  Hercules.  And  I  belieye,  up  to 
this  day,  it  always  takes  twelve  men  to  make  a  jury.  There  is 
something  heathenish  in  that.  Miss  Isabella,  ha,  ha  I" 

This  last  burst  was  manifestly  destined  for  a  sally  of  wit,  and 
the  good  old  gentleman  continued  to  laugh  at  it  immoderately. 
Bel  appeared  to  relish  it  herself.  '^  And  there  are  imagined  to 
be  some  occult  influences  in  the  trines  and  nones,"  continued  the 
tutor,  after  he  had  laughed  his  fill,  "  not  to  say  any  thing  of 
seTcn,  of  which  number,  nevertheless,  I  will  mention  a  few  ex- 
amples— for  it  was  an  especial  favorite  both  of  Jew  and  Chris- 
tian. We  well  know  that  the  week  has  seven  days,  Miss 
Isabella." 

"  Yes,"  said  Bel,  "  that  is  very  well  known." 

"  And  the  Jews  thought  we  should  forgive  our  enemy  seven 
times, — which  the  Scripture  says,  with  reason,  should  be  seventy 
times  seven, — and  the  Kevelation  speaks  of  the  seven  phials  of 
wrath,  with  divers  other  sevens :  and  we  read  of  the  seven  ages 
of  man,  which  I  need  not  enumerate.  You  have  heard,  Mistress 
Isabella,  of  the  seven  sages  of  Greece,  and  of  the  seven  wonders 
of  the  world  ?  Besides  these,  and  many  more  that  I  could  think 
of,  the  monkish  legends  tell  us  some  strange  adventures  of  the 
seven  sleepers  " — 

"  Mercy,  what  a  list  of  sevens  !"  cried  BeL 

— ''^  Who  slept  in  a  cave  for  two  hundred  and  thirty  years, 
Saint  Mazimian,  Saint  Malchus,  and  their  comrades.  Wherefore 
I  conclude  seven  to  be  a  lucky  number." 

"  It  was  undoubtedly  a  very  lucky  thing  for  the  seven  sleep- 
ers all  to  awake  up  again,  after  such  a  long  sleep,"  said  Bel. 
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Threes  wadn^'  repBed  the  panm, "  SAcm^  Bbi7«1b,  and 

And  then  vera  tkne  Fuiea  too." 

"WbatmniluuiiuDM.aCr.  Ombr 

"  TirijibDae,  Ifaefva,  Bod  Aketo,"  mid  b«,  cnmMentu^  lus 

trada  alowtj  ■pon  Ui  f^ets.  And  tbera  vere  ibe  tlmw  Gnoes, 

my  dear  !     Yoa  kBor  duir  !!*■«■  •nrj  woU — Thalik.  Enphro- 

vjjie,  and  AgUn.     Tlie  Pates, — Utere  vtrv  tliree  of  tJiem,  joa 

and,  &itlt,  thej  kaTS   had  w<H'k  enongb   to  do  * 

OIoUm,  Lacheaia,  and  Alropoi  : — if  yon  had  Btodied  Greek,  Hiss 

50a  vodM  nnderBland  how  wcU  their  names  became  Ibeiu.' 

*•  Listen,  if  jon  woaltl  lire  and  laugh  V  eicLumod  Harvej 

It^ga,  who  mu  flitting  on  the  rail  of  the  porch,  and  talcing  in 

cTci^  word  of  lluB  ixld  diacooTBe.     "  Hero  ie  tbf  {tarsou,  ponring 

a  whole  dicti'inary  of  outlandish  nonseosc  into  Bel's  ear,  and  she 

itamanng     all     Hta     pedantry    with    the    most    inoomparable 

ivity  t" 

Tb«re  might  be  cited  many  more  of  these  triple  sister- 
hoods,'' conUnued  Air.  Chab, — Bel  still  looking  in  b'lB  tuce  with 
an  enconmging  oameiitncSB,  — "  as  for  another  eiamplo,  there 
worn  the  Horao ;  namely.  Dice.  Irene,  Eanomia:  the  Harpies, — 
Onlarao,  Ooypeto,  Actio  (atiU  coanting  with  the  same  precision 
aa  bofora) ;  we  must  aot  forget  the  Sirens, — bless  me  I  no — the 
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ladies  are  often  called  Sirens  themaelvea,  ha,  ha  I  Parthenopo — 
Partlienope — let  me  bcl- — "  Hu  paused,  with  the  forefinger  of  hia 
right  band  upon  the  middle  finger  of  his  left  i  "  Tut,  it  slips 
my  memory  1  I  am  very  bad  at  remembering  oamea," 

"  Particularly  bad  I"  said  Bel,  interrupting  him  and  smiling. 

"  Partbenope,  Miss  Tracy,  child,  I  bad  it  on  my  tonguo  !  I 
am  getting  old.  Hiss  Isabel !     I  dare  say,  you  can  help  me  out." 

''  Indeed,  I  dare  say  I  cannot,"  replied  Bel ;  "  you  have 
turned  my  brain  so  topsy-turvy  nitb  such  a  list  of  hard  names, 
that  I  have  almost  forgotten  wbat  I  came  to  ask  you." 

"  You  have  totally  omitted,  Mr.  Chub,  to  mention  the  three 
vise  men  of  Gotham  that  vent  to  sea  in  a  bowl,"  said  Hazard, 
speaking  to  the  parson  from  the  porch, 

"  And  the  three  blind  mi(^c,  that  lost  their  tails  on  a  viHtt  to 
tho  farmer's  wife,"  said  Harvey  Bigge. 

"  And  the  three  fiddlers  of  old  king  Cole,"  said  Hazard. 

"Pohl  Got  along,  Mr.  Edward  and  Mr.  Ilarvuy  I  you  are 
both  too  much  given  to  be  waggish.  I  doubt  you  will  never 
mend  your  ways  while  you  keep  each  other's  company  I"  cried 
the  good  old  gcntlcuiBD,  completely  overborne  by  tbia  spirited  at- 
tack upon  bim ;  and  as  be  said  this,  he  turned  round  upon  them 
a  face  full  of  queer  perplexity  at  being  caught  in  the  high  career 
of  this  scholarly  eiercitntion.  He  is  especially  sensitive  to  the 
least  jot>t  that  is  aimed  at  Cbts  peouliarity, 

"  Well,"  said  Bel,  "  I  am  really  very  much  obliged  to  you, 
Hr.  Cbab,  for  your  instructive  lecture ;  and  I  shall  always  re- 
member hereafter,  that  the  Graces  were  three  young  women,  and 
tbe  Furies,  three  old  ones :  and  that  three  is  the  luckiest  num- 
ber in  arithmetic." 

By  this  time  two  horsemen,  followed  by  a  servant,  bad  cnme 
in  sight  upon  tbe  road  leading  to  the  gate.  They  advanced  at  a 
leinre  paoe,  and  were  soon  desoried  to  be  Mr.  Traoy  id  company 
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irith  SwMiBdoiTD.  The  old  gontlenan's  face,  even  at  &  dieUnce, 
exhibited  careful  thought,  and  Lia  bearing  was  gmve  and  man- 
neriy,  He  was  in  deep  eonTersalion  willi  his  friend,  np  to  the 
moment  of  their  arrival  at  the  gate.  Meriwether  went  forth  lo 
meet  him,  and  assisted  faim  from  his  horse  witli  an  affectioDate 
and  liighiy  respectful  assiduity. 

As  soon  as  he  was  on  his  feut,  he  took  off  hia  hat  and  wade 
Meriwether  a  formal  bow;  and  then  widked  across  the  <ourt-;ard 
to  the  door,  making  many  obeisances  to  the  campanj.  Swana- 
down  followed  with  scarcely  less  ceremony;  and  they  were 
ushered  into  the  parlor. 

"  We  have  an  agreeable  day's  work  before  us,  Mr,  Meri- 
wether," said  Sir.  Tracy,  with  an  air  of  sprightly  politeness,  but 
in  a  voice  somewhat  tremulous  from  years.  ■'  Permit  me  to  as- 
sure you  it  is  nut  a  ^iniall  gratifiuatioo  lo  me,  that  we  come  so 
amicably  to  the  close  of  a  controversy,  which,  in  other  hands, 
might  have  been  embittered  with  many  unkind  feelings.  This 
has  been  conducted  with  so  much  courtesy,  from  beginning  to 
end,  that  I  had  almost  flattered  myself  with  the  hope,  I  should 
have  had  the  luxury  of  it  for  the  rest  of  my  life." 

He  ooncluded  this  complimentary  speech  with  n  dash  of  gayoty 
in  Lis  tone,  and  a  vivacious  gesticulation  of  his  body ;  and  then 
tnrning  round  to  the  ladies,  with  smiles  npon  his  face,  he  mode 
many  civil  inquiries  after  family  matters. 

The  parties  sow  being  aU  assemUed,  onr  next  move  was  to 
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When  mounted  onr  muster  consisted  of  ten  persons,  besides  the 
serrants,  and  included  all  the  gentlemen  assembled,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  Rip,  who,  astride  of  Spitfire,  caracoled  and  bounded  from 
place  to  place,  like  a  young  adjutant  of  a  squadron.  The  old 
walls  of  Swallow  Barn  had  never  echoed  back  the  tramp,  the 
ham,  or  the  shbuts  of  a  more  goodly  company  than  that  which 
now  filed  off  from  the  gate.  Our  ranks  were  accommodated  to 
the  nature  of  the  road  we  had  to  travel.  At  first,  Mr.  Wart, 
with  his  papers  still  peeping  forth  from  his  pocket,  shot  ahead  of 
the  troop  by  the  common  brisk  and  easy-racking  gait  to  which 
hb  tall  and  ungainly  steed  was  accustomed;  and  he  did  not  seem 
to  be  aware  of  the  inequality  of  his  pace,  until  he  had  gained 
about  a  hundred  yards  upon  the  cavalcade,  and  was  admonished 
by  a  call  from  two  or  three  of  the  party,  that  he  would  soon  leave 
us  out  of  sight,  if  he  went  on  at  that  speed.  His  two  hounds 
were,  as  usual,  jogging  close  at  his  horse's  heels ;  and  any  one 
might  very  well  have  mistaken  our  whole  equipment  for  a  party 
setting  out  to  beat  a  cover,  with  the  principal  huntsman  in  ad- 
vance ;  for,  in  addition  to  Philly's  hounds,  we  had  every  dog  of 
Swallow  Bam  in  our  train.  Never,  since  the  deluge,  was  there 
a  lawsuit  to  be  determined  by  so  grotesque  an  array  of  judges,. 


acltore,  parlies  and  witneeses,  aa  this  !  And  never  before  in 
Thfl  history  of  jurispradence,  perhaps,  was  tliere  such  a  case  ! 

Philly  Wart  wns  highly  amused.  He  had  brought  himself  to 
lonk  apon  the  whole  matter  aa  a  mere  pHatlmc,  and  he  nas  non 
determined  to  mnkc  the  best  of  it.  Ho  could  not  for  a  moment 
give  his  features  a  serious  cast,  but  luughcd  in  reply  to  cverr 
question,  like  a,  man  tickled  with  his  own  thoughts.  Qc  had 
reined  up  hie  horse,  in  obedience  to  oar  eall,  and  was  looking 
back  upon  the  approaching  host,  when  I  rode  up  to  hina. 

"  This  is  a  mode  of  practice  Tcry  much  to  my  liking,"  said 
he.  "  The  law  would  not  be  such  a  wearisome  business,  Mr. 
Littleton,  if  its  affairs  were  to  be  transacted  in  the  field  o'  horse- 
back ;  and  with  a  fine  pack  of  dogs  instead  of  a  Jury.  Famous 
juries  they'd  make,  for  couri^oH  and  diHtancea,  in  an  ejectment, 
ha,  ha,  ha  !  If  it  were  only  the  right  seaaon,  I  think  we  should 
be  likely  to  look  over  more  boundary  Hues  than  one  to-day." 

The  same  tone  of  enjoyment  seemed  gradual^  to  have  visited 
even  old  Mr,  Tracy,  after  we  had  left  the  gate.  Before  this, 
there  was  a  deep-seated  oare  upon  his  brow ;  but  he  now  began 
to  take  the  hue  of  the  hour.  We  had  entered,  after  riding  some 
distance,  upon  a  narrow  and  tangled  path,  beset  with  underwood, 
indicated  our  proximity  to  the  ground  around  the  mill. 
SHrough  this  portion  of  our  road  we  were  conslrained  10  paB8  in 
'single  files,  thus  elongating  our  line  of  ranreh,  nntil  it  resembled 
a  detachment  of  cavalry  cTploring  a  saspeoted  haunt  of 
on  cueroy.  The  resemblnticc  occasioned  our  venerable  friead  of 
The  Brakes  to  turn  round  to  Meriwether  and  remark,  with  a 
f  .pleasant  but  precise  form  of  address, — 

"  You  perceive,  Mr.  Meriwether,  thai  the  most  formidable  in- 
vasion of  tho-Applo-pie  frontier  continues  now,  as  of  old,  to  eonio 
from  the  direction  of  Swallow  Barn." 

« I  ooold  heartily  wish,  my  de&r  friend,"  replied  Franlc,  ^ 
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every  invasion  in  the  world  were  as  certain  to  promote  the  ends 
of  justice  and  peace  as  this.  And  I  could  wish,  too,  that  every 
sapposed  encroachment  upon  right,  should  be  aa  gallantly  and 
honorably  met" 

^  But  not  quite  so  obstinately  defended,"  said  Harvey  Biggs, 
in  a  half  whisper,  as  ho  turned  round  on  his  saddle  to  make  the 
remark  to  Ned  Hazard. 

^  Amen  !"  said  Ned. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  mill  there  was  a  silent  pause  for 
some  moments,  in  which  every  one  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  sur- 
veying the  ragged,  marshy  and  unprofitable  features  of  the  land- 
scape, and  wondering  in  his  own  mind  (at  least  all  but  Mr.  Tracy) 
how  such  a  piece  of  land  could  possibly  have  furnished  ji  subject 
for  such  a  protracted  litigation.  Philly  Wart  appeared  to  be 
aware  of  the  common  surprise,  and  looking  round,  somewhat  jest- 
ingly, in  the  faces  of  the  group,  remarked, — 

"  Yes,  there  it  is  !  And  all  that  we  have  to  do  b,  to  get  down 
&om  our  horses,  organize  the  court,  and  fall  to  work  to  determine 
whether  the  heirs  of  Swallow  Bam  or  of  The  Brakes  are  hereaf- 
ter to  be  pestered  with  this  fine  garden  of  wankopins  and  snake- 
collards!" 

We  dismounted ;  and  some  moments  elapsed  before  the  par- 
ties were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  business  in  hand.  In  this 
interval,  the  counsellor  had  walked  up  to  the  tutor,  who  stood 
upon  a  hillock,  with  his  glass  up  to  his  eye,  surveying  the  scene. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  the  prospect,  Mr.  Chub  ? "  asked 
Philly  Wart.  "  By  what  name  would  you  venture  to  describe 
this  luxuriant,  refreshing,  and  sightly  piece  of  land  ?  Is  it  ma- 
riscus^  or  mora^  or  htdmus^  or  simple  locus  paltidosus  T' 

"  Sure  it  is  not  to  look  at  this  ill-favored  quagmire,  that  we 
have  been  risking  our  necks  under  boughs  of  trees,  and  dodging 
through  brambles  this  morning  1"  exclaimed  the  tutor. 
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-  Aje."  Miawenii  Phillj,  -  this  is  Us  vtrj  gnvad  cf  MotoB' 
riM  that  has  enliTccied  tlie  sbbsJs  of  two  faiiljaa  and  thttr  it- 
■etadsnto.  for  half  »  eeotiuj.  It  bis  been  ■  gsj  qaarrd,  He. 
Cbnb,  snd  has  cost  Mtoetbiitg  more  than  btesth  to  keep  it  b|i 
It  bas  lost  nothing  of  its  dignitj,  I  «amut  jon.  Sot  wsAt  of  long 
dpnioDS  luid  sober  etmuell  Floreat  Lxz,  Ur.  Chnb,  is  oar 
motto!  It  IB  B  merrj  dsj  for  our  craft,  when  lajnen  lake  to 
leading  the  statutes,  and  pride  holds  the  jHuse-etrings." 

**  This  is  a  great  Sirbonian  bog,"  said  the  tator.  "  It  ta  ai 
worthies*  as  Uie  Pompttiue  Palndcs, — Gad-a-meiej  \  it  should  be 
reltnqniabed  bj  nnanimoiia  conscDt  to  the  afcanks  and  the  mask- 
rats!" 

"It  :■  a  bereditameot,  aa  we  lawyers  hij',  Mr.  Chub,  that 
would  pass  ooder  the  name  runatria,  which  signifies,  full  of 
bnmbles  and  briers,  or  rather,  bj  the  title  in  our  law  Latin.  (I 
doabt  if  ;oD  have  Etnilied  that  kind  of  Latin,  Mr.  Chnb  f)  of 
jampna,  which  comes,  aa  Lord  Coke  aajs,  of  jouc,  the  Frenchfor 
bulrush,  and  nouvr,  a  wateriah  place. '' 

^  Tmljr,  your  dog  Latin  suits  the  description  of  the  place 
m&rvellonsly  well,  Mr,  Phllpot  Wart.'*  said  the  tutor,  laughing. 
"  And  what  do  yon  consJdur,  Mr.  Meriwether,"  he  continued,  ad- 
dressing Fnnk,  who  had  just  come  to  the  spot,  '-  the  Taloe  of 
tfata  ground  to  be,  per  acre  7  " 

"  About  sixpence,"  answered  Frank-  smiling. 
■        "Too  high;  yon  hold  it  all  too  dear,"  interrupted  Phillj, 
\  ■threepence  at  the  outside,  nud  dear  ot  that     Bat  come,  gentle- 
men,— Mr.  Swansdown  wo  lose  time.     Let  us  to  business." 

Upon  this,  the  principal  personages  concerned  in  tho  busi- 
ness of  the  day  withdrew  to  a  convenient  Bpot,  and  selecting  a 
piece  of  s^iuarc  limber,  that  constituted  a  part  of  tbo  ruins  of  the 
min.  they  took  their  Beats. 

Old  Mr.  Tracy  now  very  deliberately  proceeded  to  empty  bis 
pookel  of  a  handle  of  papers,  neatly  lied  up  together,  and  loosen- 
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iog  the  string  that  bound  them,  he  spread  them  out  upon  his 
knees.  Then,  after  some  rummaging,  he  produced  a  pair  of  spec- 
tacles, which,  with  great  caution,  he  adjusted  upon  his  nose ;  and 
taking  up  one  of  the  papers,  he  presented  it  to  the  arbitrators) 
saying,  ''  here  is  the  first  letter  in  the  correspondence  which  arose 
between  the  lamented  Mr.  Walter  Hazard,  and  myself,  touching 
the  present  subject  of  difference.  If  you  prefer  it,  gentlemen,  I 
will  give  you  the  copy  of  the  letters  that  passed  in  the  year  1759, 
between  my  immediate  ancestor  and  the  first  Mr.  Edward  Haz- 
ard, in  regard  to  that  latter  gentleman's  plan  of  erecting  this 
mill,  at  that  date." 

"  If  you  will  be  so  kind,"  said  Philly,  with  an  air  of  affection- 
ate courtesy  towards  the  old  gentleman,  ^^  as  to  leave  these  pa- 
pers with  us,  Mr.  Tracy,  we  will  digest  them  at  our  leisure.  In 
the  mean  time,  we  will  look  at  the  deed  from  Gilbert  Tracy  to 
Edward  Hazard — I  have  it  here — "  Saying  this,  he  produced 
the  roll  of  papers  which  had  been  so  conspicuous  about  his  person 
all  the  morning,  and  took  from  it  the  deed  in  question. 

Here  Philly  mounted  his  spectacles,  and  began  to  read,  in  a 
dear  voice,  such  parts  of  the  deed  as  related  to  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  grant ;  and  which  parts,  in  order  that  my  reader 
might  thoroughly  understand  the  precise  question  in  dispute,  I 
have  substantially  set  forth  in  a  former  chapter. 

"  This  deed,  Mr.  Swansdown,"  said  Philly,  as  he  finished  read- 
ing, "  lays  the  whole  foundation  of  the  controversy.  The  pre- 
tensions of  the  parties,  as  based  upon  this  instrument,  are  well 
understood,  and  all  that  remains  for  us  is  to  ascertain  what  was 
the  specific  meaning  of  the  parties  thereto." 

"  That  must  be  seen,"  said  Mr.  Tracy,  "  by  the  letters  which 
I  have  just  given  you." 

"  Upon  that  point,"  said  Philly  Wart,  "  the  courts  have  uni 
formly  decided  — " 

9* 
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18  more  than  probable  that  oar  labor  will  be  yery  much  abridged. 
I  ntiier  siuipeot  that  this  case  will  be  found,  upon  examination, 
to  torn  upon  certain  matters  of  fact  which  haye  neyer  yet  been 
brought  into  the  view  of  the  courts — " 

*'  A  yery  shrewd  old  gentleman  that,  Mr.  Hazard  "  whispered 
the  tutor,  who  stood  by  all  this  time,  listening  with  profound  at- 
tention ;  ^  a  man  of  genius,  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Edward !" 

^— The  facts  to  which  I  allude  are  these  ;  namely,  in  the  first 
place,  to  what  distance  did  the  mill-dam  anciently  and  originally 
extend,  from  the  present  margin  of  the  Apple-pie,  in  upon  the 
land  belonging  to  the  tract  called  The  Brakes  ?  Secondly,  how 
long  did  the  mill-pond  exist  within  the  said  original  limits  ;  and 
when  did  it  first  begin  to  recede  from  the  same  ?  And,  thirdly, 
which  is  the  most  important  point  of  all,  did  the  same  mill-pond 
contract  in  its  dimensions  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  stages,  or 
did  it  sink  into  the  present  narrow  channel  of  the  Apple-pie,  by 
any  yiolent  and  sudden  disruption  of  its  banks  1" 

^  The  bearing  and  yalue  of  these  questions,"  continued  the 
lawyer,  ^  will  be  understood  by  referring  to  the  conceded  fact, 
namely,  that  the  two  contiguous  estates  were  divided  by  the  wa- 
ter-line or  margin  of  the  mill-dam  on  the  side  of  The  Brakes. 
Now,  it  is  a  principle  of  law,  upon  which  Mr.  Swansdown  and 
myself  cannot  possibly  disagree, — ^for  it  is  asserted  without  con- 
tradiction by  the  ablest  writers, — ^both  in  the  common  and  civil 
law,  Mr.  Swansdown,  that  where  a  river,  holding  the  relation 
which  this  mill-dam  occupied  between  these  two  estates,  changes 
its  course  by  slow  and  invisible  mutations,  so  as  to  leave  new  land 
where  formerly  was  water,  then  ho  to  whoso  territory  the  accre- 
tions may  bo  made  in  such  wise,  shall  hold  them  as  the  gain  or 
increment  of  his  original  stock.  But  if  the  river  change  its  course 
by  some  forcible  impulse  of  nature,  as  by  violent  floods,  or  the 
like,  then  shall  he  who  suffers  loss  by  such  vicissitude,  be  indem- 
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Dified  by  the  poBaessioD  of  tlie  derelict  chanQel.  And  it  would 
seem  to  me,  tbat  in  case  the  riror,  in  the  tnetnuae  put,  should 
merely  dwindle  and  piui^  away,  ae  thia  famona  mill-poiid  secma  to 
have  done,"  said  Philly,  vith  a  smile, ''  thou,  the  posaeeBota  of  the 
banks  on  either  side  ehoald  consider  it  to  be  the  will  of  UeATcn 
that  tiicy  should  be  separated  by  narrower  partitions,  sod  should, 
straightway,  follow  the  retreating  waters ;  and,  when  tbcBC  become 
BO  small  as  to  allow  them  to  do  so,  they  should  shake  h&nds  from 
the  opposite  banks,  and  thank  God  they  wero  such  neat  neigh- 
bors." 

"  He's  a  man  of  a  clear  head,  Mr.  Riggs,"  said  the  tut.r  again, 
with  iuc: eased  admiration,  "  and  expounds  law  like  a  sage: — ind 
with  B  great  deal  of  wit  too  t — He  reminds  me  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Ponaonby  whom  I   once  heard  at  the  Four  Courts,  in  a 


"  I  am  entirely  of  Mr.  Wiirt'a  opinion  of  the  value  of  these 
consideratioDS,"  said  Swan  ado  wn. 

"  They  seem  to  me  sagacious  and  reasonable,''  said  Mr.  Traoy, 
"  and  concur  to  strengthen  the  first  views  which  I  took  upon  this 
Bubjoct." 

"  Let  these  facts  then, gentlemen,  be  inquired  into,"  said  Me- 
riwether. 


Tr* 
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eaaiioiis  smyey  of  the  ground  oorBelves.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
that  the  mill-pond  should  have  vanished  without  leaving  some 
traces  to  show  whether  it  went  off  in  a  night,  or  wasted  away, 
like  a  chesnut  fence-rail  under  the  united  attacks  of  sun  and  wind. 
There  is  nothing  like  the  Trial  by  View." 

''  In  what  manner  do  you  suppose,  Mr.  Wart,  to  enjoy  this 
view  1"  asked  Swansdown,  with  some  concern.  ''  Can  wo  see  it 
from  the  hill-side  ?  for  it  seems  rather  hazardous  for  a  passage  on 
horseback.'' 

"  By  walking  over  it,"  replied  Philly  very  cooly.  "  With  a 
little  circumspection  we  can  get  across  tolerably  dry.  Leap  from 
one  tuft  to  another,  and  keep  your  balance.  The  thing  is  very 
easy." 

^<  We  shall  find  brambles  in  our  way,"  said  the  reluctant 
Swansdown. 

"  £!  sqiiUId  non  nascitur  rosa,  Mr.  Swansdown,"  replied  the 
other.  "  It  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  explored  a  marsh.  Why 
man,  if  you  had  your  gun  with  you,  the  woodcock  would  take  you 
twice  through  the  thickest  of  it !  This  is  a  notorious  place  for 
woodcock — " 

'^  There  are  snakes,  and  some  of  them  of  a  dangerous  species. 
I  have  an  utter  horror  of  snakes."  persisted  Swansdown. 

^  There  are  some  copperheads  and  a  few  mocassins,"  replied 
Philly,  '^  whose  bite  is  not  altogether  harmless.  As  to  the  black 
snake,  and  viper,  and  common  water  snake,  you  may  assure  your- 
self with  taking  them  in  your  hand.  Or  take  St.  Patrick's  plan, 
Mr.  Swansdown ;  cut  a  hazle  rod,  and  if  you  use  it  properly  yon 
may  conjure  every  snake  of  them  out  of  striking  distance." 

«  Ha,  ha  !  A  facetious  man,  that  Mr.  Philly  Wart,"  said  the 
parson  again,  to  Harvey  Kiggs. 

"  Come,  Mr.  Swansdown,  I  will  lead  the  way.  Don't  be 
alarmed:  We  shall  be  better  aoquainted  with  the  boundary 
when  we  get  back." 


Saying  these  words,  Phill;  walked  formrd  along  the  inargiQ 
t  the  marshy  ground  if  hiuh  vas  ono«  the  bed  of  tbe  doni,  and 
kftviog  selected  a  favorable  point  for  cntoring  upon  this  rcgioD, 
e  lurued  into  it  with  a  prompt  and  perBevoringst«|>,  making  ad- 
vantage of  sach  spots  as  were  firm  enough  to  sostain  his  weight, 
and,  pushing  the  shrubbery  to  one  side,  was  soon  lost  to  view. 
SwaDadown,  ashamed  of  being  outdone,  but  protesting  his  reluc- 
tance, and  laughing  with  a  forced  and  dry  laugb,  eaatiously  en- 
tered at  the  same  paint,  and  followed  in  Philly's  footsteps. 
When  they  were  both  still  witliin  hearing,  PbiUy's  voice  Oould  be 
I  recogniied,  saying — 

"  Look  where  you  step,   Mr.  Swansdown !     That's  the  true 
E'ihile  of  Ufo,  and  partieularly  for  a  man  who  meddles  with  kw. 
e  your  eyes  about  yon,  man !     Lalel  anguis  in  fierbd,  ha,  ha, 


"  Hatk  to  him  I"  esclaimed  the  parson,    "  A  prodigious  smart 
m,  that  Philly  Wart !" 
"  Af^r  a  short  iDt4trvftl,  Philly's  voice  was  heard  calling  out, 
"  Mr.  Swansdown,  Mr  Swansdown,  where  are  you?     Not  lost,  I 
hope  !     This  way,  man  ;  tiike  the  loft  side  of  the  gum-tree,  and 
jou  will  reaeh  tbe  bank  of  the  Apple-pie  as  dry  as  a  bono.     And 
t  K  monstrous  stream  it  is,  as  you  will  find  when  you  get  bore  !" 
"  I  have  cneountcrcd  shocking  obstacles,  Mr.  Wart,"  exclaimed 
e  of  SwauBdnwn.  at  aome  diataiiee ;  "  I  have  one  leg  8ub- 
Ftterscd  in  water  and  mud,  up  to  tbe  knee;  and  have  bad  a  score 
'  of  black-snakca  hissing  at  me,  ever  since  I  got  into  this  abomina' 
Mb  place.     Pray  allow  mo  to  return  !" 

'■  Come  on  man  I"  was  the  reply,  "you  will  reach  dry  gronsd 
prosontly.     What  signifies  a  wet  foot  I     Here's  a  noble  prospect 


■r  yon," 
Another 


r  lowed  by  a  distant  bum  of 
\  wanderers  had  fnlleu  again 


nterval  of  alleDce  now  ensued,  and  this  being  fol- 
convereation.  showed  us  1 
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Whilst  we  sat  amongst  the  willows  that  skirted  the  original 
margin  of  the.  dam,  expecting  to  see  the  counsellor  and  his  com- 
panion emerge  from  the  thicket  on  the  opposite  side,  our  atten- 
tion was  all  at  once  aroused  bj  the  deep  tongue  of  Wart's  hounds, 
who  had  been  exploring  the  fastness  cotemporaneously  with  their 
master.  They  had  evidently  turned  out  a  fox ;  and  the  rapidly 
retreating  and  advancing  notes  informed  us  of  the  fact  that  the 
object  of  their  pursuit  was  doubling,  with  great  activity,  from  one 
part  of  the  swamp  to  another.  This  sudden  outbrjeak  threw  a 
surprising  exhilaration  into  our  party. 

We  sprang  to  our  feet  and  ran  from  place  to  place,  expecting 
every  moment  to  see  the  fox  appear  upon  the  field :  these  move- 
ments were  accompanied  with  a  general  hallooing  and  shouting, 
in  which  the  voice  of  Philly  Wart,  amongst  the  recesses  of  the 
marsh,  was  distinctly  audible.  Rip,  at  the  first  note,  had  run  to 
his  horse,  and  now  came  galloping  past  us,  half  wild  with  delight. 
Mr.  Chub  was  in  a  perfect  ecstasy,  jumping,  flinging  out  his  arms, 
and  vociferating  all  the  technical  cries  of  encouragement  usual 
amongst  the  votaries  of  the  chase.  Even  old  Mr.  Tracy  was 
roused  by  the  vivacity  of  the  scene.  His  eyes  sparkled  and  his 
gestures  became  peculiarly  animated.  All  the  dogs  of  our  train 
had  taken  into  the  swamp,  and  barked  with  a  deafening  clamor 
as  they  pursued  the  track  of  the  hounds,  whose  strong  musical 
notes  were  now  fast  dying  away  in  distance,  as  these  eager  ani- 
mals pursued  their  prey  directly  up  the  stream  for  more  than  a 
mile.  For  a  time,  they  were  even  lost  to  the  ear,  until,  having 
made  another  double,  they  were  heard  retracing  their  steps,  and 
coming  back  to  their  original  starting  point,  as  their  short  and 

sonorous  notes  crowded  upon  the  ear  with  increasing  distinctness. 

• 

At  length,  the  little  animal,  that  had  given  rise  to  all  this  up- 
roar, was  descried  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  swamp,  some  dis- 
tance ahead  of  her  pursuers,  speeding  with  terrified  haste,  to  a 


ftftide  in  the  biaxk,  where  abe  was  obs«rt-ed  safel;  to  accompli^L 
'  ber  relrciit. 

The  ijuratioa  of  this  animating  episode  was  not  above  balf  an 
hour ;  aod  for  the  greater  portion  of  that  period  we  had  totally 
lost  all  intelligence  of  Wart  and  SwanaduwB,  but  were  now  greatly 
amuaud  to  perceive  the  old  lawyer  breaking  out  of  the  cover,  im- 
mediately St  the  spot  where  the  fox  had  taken  to  the  eartk 
Anil  there  lie  stood,  guarding  the  place  against  the  invuion  o't 
tlic  dogs,  who  fieemcd  to  be  frantio  with  disappointment  at  not 
being  permitted  to  enter  this  eutrenchment  of  their  enemy.  By 
whipping,  hallooiug  and  scolding,  Philly  succeeded  in  drawtog 

^  tiiem  away ;  and  now,  for  tbe  £rst  tiiuo  during  this  interval, 
turned  his  attention  to  the  fate  of  his  comrade.  SwaDsdown  was 
no  where  to  be  sccii.  Wart  called  aloud  several  times  without 
receiviDg  an  answer ;  and  at  length  the  purty  on  our  aide,  also, 
began  to  vociferate  the  name  of  the  lost  gentleman.  This  was  do 
sooner  duue  than  we  were  surprised  to  receive  an  answer  &om  the 
midst  of  the  boshes,  within  ten  paces  of  the  spot  where  we  Btood. 
In  one  instant  afterwards,  Mr.  Swansdown  reappeared,  almost 
exactly  at  the  point  where  he  had  first  entered  the  swamp.  Hia 
plight  was  sadly  changed,     A  thiek  coat  of  black  mud  covered 

[  the  lower  extremities  of  his  pantaloons,  and  his  dress,  in  places, 
was  torn  by  briars ;  but  ns  if  glad  to  he  extricated  from  Ins  perils, 

I  AD  any  terms,  he  oamc  forth  with  a  face  of  good  humor,  and 

fefCKdlly  joined  ns  in  the  laugh  that  his  strangely  discomfited  ex- 

I '  lerior  excited. 

*  Well,"  he  remarked,  "  t«  gratify  Mr.  Wart,  1  have  seen  the 
Applo-pie ;  and  I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  enjoyed  more  pleas- 
I  in  my  life,  at  less  cost,     A  liue  figure  I  make  of  it !"  he  cs- 

I  claimed,  pointing  to  his  clothes.     "  We  had  no  sooner  reauhud 

L  what  Mr.  Wart  oalled  the  hank  of  the  rivulet,  than  those  whelps 
WVtt  dogs  Bet  np  such  a  hideous  jelllnf;  as  turned  my  ezofiUeat 
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fiJP-^  ^«r«ft&rr'-# 


TRIAL    BY     VIEW.  209 

finend,  the  counsellor,  crazy  upon  the  spot ;  and  thereupon  he  set 
off  at  full  speed,  like  an  old  hound  himself,  leaving  me  to  floun- 
der back  or  forward,  as  best  I  might.  I  scarcely  know  what 
coarse  I  took,  and  when  I  thought  I  had  reached  the  other  side, 
it  seems  I  had  arrived  just  where  I  started.  I  can't  say  I  think 
as  highly  of  Mr.  Wart's  trial  by  the  view,  as  he  does  i 

We  gave  the  unfortunate  gentleman  all  the  consolation  his 
case  admitted  of ;  and  returning  to  the  ruins  of  the  mill,  there 
took  our  seats  to  await  the  return  of  Mr.  Wart. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  appeared,  followed  by  tiij  two  dogs. 
He  had  crossed  from  the  side  on  which  we  left  him,  with  as  little 
concern  as  if  he  had  been  walking  on  the  firmest  ground,  and 
joined  our  company,  more  in  the  guise  of  an  experienced  wood- 
man than  of  a  gentleman  of  the  learned  profession  intent  upon 
disentangling  points  of  law. 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  the  labors  of  the  day  terminated 
at  this  point.  Our  spirits  had  been  too  much  roused  by  the 
events  of  the  morning  to  allow  us  to  sit  down  again  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  lawsuit ;  and  the  uncomfortable  condition  of  Swans- 
down  made  it  necessary  that  he  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be 
allowed  an  opportunity  to  change  his  dress.  It  was  therefore  in- 
timated by  Mr.  Wart,  that  the  question  of  the  boundary  line 
should  be  adjourned  until  the  next  morning,  when,  he  remarked, 
he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  give  testimony  himself  that 
would  be  material  to  the  cause. 

In  accordance  with  this  intimation,  it  was  arranged  that  the 
parties  should  convene  the  next  morning  at  the  Brakes ;  and 
having  determined  upon  this,  old  Mr.  Tracy  and  Swansdo\^Ti 
mounted  their  horses  and  pursued  their  road  to  the  mansion 
house  at  the  Brakes,  which  was  not  above  two  miles  distant. 

The  rest  of  the  party  returned  to  Swallow  Barn. 


CHAPTER  XH?. 


X  WM  at  a  Utc  dinnCT  boor  when  oar  party  returned  to  tbe  man- 
ia, from  the  EJtiMtditioD  of  the  boundary  line.  The  absence  of 
ifr.  Troo;  and  his  champion  SwMwdeini,  oansed  eoine  solicitude 
in  tbn  family,  wKitrli.  together  with  tbe  curiosity  of  the  ladies  to 
hear  all  the  particulars  of  tbe  day's  adventure,  gave  rise  to  a  mnl- 
titndo  of  ini^uirics  that  scrred  to  prodncc  mncb  tinitnntion  at  tbe 
dinuor  table.  Ned  and  Hurvey  detailed  what  they  called  the 
facl^,  tritb  exorbitant  smpliUcntioD.  and  with  an  assumed  eorneat- 
M,  ibut  hnfUud  nil  ullciiipia  to  ttrriie  at  the  truth.  A  great 
I  -deal,  ihoy  nlGrnied,  was  to  be  said  on  both  sidos.  And  then  tbey 
pna  H  piteous  neeount  of  Swansdown's  misfortunes  ;  praising  bb 
aim  and  digniilo}!  oonipoaure,  nothwith standing  he  was  so  torn 
f  bramhlcs,  and  so  disligurcd  with  mud,  and  so  frightened  with 
inakuii  —  " 

:'  was  not  ftttiiolccd  by  these  reptiles !"  eried  Prudenoe, 
,  with  a  nmrkod  oonoern. 

'<  They  did  not  absittutely  strike  their  fan^^  into  biu."  said 
\  Ht'Viiy ;  "  but  they  reared  up  their  griasly  heads  at  his  feet,  and 
*.|lt)wod  hldooualy  nt  him." 

"  And  then  hv  was  so  drenched  to  the  very  skin  I"  said  Ned. 
"  Poor  gontloiUAn  1"  rxolumcd  Harvej,  "  an  he  'scape  a  eold 


or  an  ague,  LU  friends  should  be  tbankfol.     Ilcavcu  knowa  n 
would  become  of  tlio  boundary  line,  if  any  tiling  were  to  Lapp* 
to  him  at  tbia  critieal  juncture  I" 

"  And  bo  looked  so  forlorn  !"  contiuued  Ned. 

"  And  BO  mtcrefiting  I"  said  Harrey,  "  with  the  black  mud  up 
to  bia  kncea,  and  bia  whil«  pocket-handkerchief  up  to  hia  face, 
wiping  away  the  blood  where  the  briars  had  made  free  with  hiB 
chin." 

'■  Don't  you  believe  them,  aunt  Pru  I"  cried  Rip.  "  Mr. 
Swonadown  was  laughing  all  the  time, — for  we  had  a  moat  an 
elegant  fox'hunt,  only  it  was  all  in  the  swamp,  and  the  liuahcs 
would  not  let  us  see  any  thing  !" 

"  After  all  then,  cousin  Harvey,"  said  Catharine,  "  tell  ua 
seriously  bow  this  famouR  arbitration  has  ended." 

'■  Most  appropriately,"  said  Harvey.  "  About  forty  years 
ago,  the  law  suit  began  with  the  quest  of  a  wild-goose,  and,  having 
exercised  the  ingenuity  of  all  the  low-country  lawyers  in  succes- 
eion,  during  all  this  time,  it  has  now  turned  into  a  fos-cbase,  and 
«Ddcd  by  earthing  a  poor  little  harmless  quadruped,  precisely  at 
the  place  of  beginning." 

'■  That's  true,"  said  Philly  Wart,  laughing,  "  the  hole  was  as 
nearly  as  possible  at  the  commoncement  of  tbe  first  line  laid  off 
in  the  survey  of  the  mill-dam.  But,  Miss  Tracy,"  be  continued, 
"  yon  mnst  not  suppoMC  that  there  was  any  design  on  our  part  in 
putting  up  the  fox  this  morning.  This  is  not  the  time  of  the 
year  for  aucb  sport,  because  these  animals  have  all  young  families 
to  take  care  of,  and  it  is  deemed  cruel  to  disturb  tbeni :  but  my 
dogs  happened  to  fall  upon  tbe  trail  of  madam,  as  she  was  look- 
ing oat  for  bor  breakfast.  And  so,  off  they  went,  Mias  Catha- 
rine, making  excellent  music.  It  was  a  cunning  thing  for  the 
little  animal,  too,  to  take  right  up  the  swamp ;  for,  besides  the 
wind  being  in  that  direction, — which  you  know  would  carry  thr 
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snt  ftway  from  the  dogs, — Bhe  had  the  water  to  wash  awaj  the 
)ot.-priDts ;  and,  iu  uddilion  to  tliis,ahe  h&s leading  tbcm  off, as  tasi 
lA  sUe  could,  from  her  den,  which  is  a  motherly  trick  these  ereatures 
But,  you  see.  Miss  Tracy,  the  more  she  ran  the  warmer 
(the  got ;  and  so,  she  left  her  acent  upoti  the  bushes  and  bramblee. 
If  you  could  have  seen  the  dogR,  you  would  have  found  them  with 
their  nosea  up,  as  unconcerned  as  if  they  had  had  her  iit  view  al! 
the  time.  Presently,  she  got  the  foot  of  them  so  far,  that  she 
fonnd  she  could  got  back  to  her  nest  before  they  could  eomc  up ; 
and  so,  she  doubled  beautifully  down  the  swamp  agniii,  and 
Btrsight  to  her  hole,  us  fast  as  her  legs  could  carry  her, .  I  knew 
what  her  triek  wa«  from  tlie  first ;  and  was,  therefore,  on  the  look- 
Mt,  which  enabled  mc  to  reach  her  just  as  she  entered  it ;  and 
'  tfiere  I  defended  her  gallantly  against  the  isvasion  of  her  ene- 


"  For  which  you  deserve  the  thanks  of  all  mothers,  Mr.  Wart," 
■ud  my  cousin  Lucretio. 

"  And  of  all  sportsmen,  too,"  said  Harvey  Riggs, 


Philly  Wart  had  became  exceedingly  animated  ii 
1  of  the  recital  above  detailed,  and  notwithstanding  it  was  ludi- 
L  ^uely  out  of  place,  considering  the  person  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
r  pressed,  Philly  was  too  full  of  his  subject  to  let  it  drop.     His 
r.fleseriplion  was  nccompaniod  by  a  vivacious  and  eipreasive  ges- 
ticulatioQ,  that  prevented  him  from  eating  his  dinner ;  and  Catha- 
rine had  become  so  much  amused  with  his  manner,  that  she 
listened  with  a  marked  approbation,  and  encouraged  him  to  pro- 
ceed, by  frequent  nods  of  her  head. 

"  It  is  quite  lawful  and  customary,  Miss  Tracy,"  continued 
i  counsellor,  "to  bunt  young  foxes  at  thia  season,  at  moon- 
;ht ;  and  it  is  a  fine  sport,  I  assure  you  I     If  you  were  to  get 
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on  your  hono  to-night,  abont  twelve, — ^for  we  shall  have  a  bright 
moon  by  that  hour, — and  ride  over  to  the  old  mill-dam,  and  take 
my  two  dogs  with  you,  you  would  be  sure  to  get  two  or  three  of 
the  cnbs  on  foot  almost  immediately,  and  the  mother  besides ; 
and  then  you  might  take  a  seat  upon  the  rider  of  a  fence,  with 
your  great  coat  well  wrapped  about  you,  and  your  hands  in  your 
poekets,  and  see  a  fine  run.  For,  at  this  time  of  year,  they 
(especially  the  young  ones,)  won't  run  far  from  the  nest ;  but  they 
are  apt  to  play  in  circles  round  it,  which  gives  you  a  chance,  in  a 
clear  moonlight,  to  see  them  twenty  times  in  an  hour.  And  then, 
when  they  get  tired,  Miss  Tracy,  they  have  only  to  pop  into  the 
nest,  anSi  there  they  are  as  snug  as  you  could  wish  them !" 

^  I  have  read,"  said  Catharine,  ^^  of  ladies  indulging  in  the 
sports  of  the  chase ;  but  it  would  be  a  groat  novelty,  Mr.  Wart, 
to  find  one  of  our  sex  pursuing  such  a  pastime  alone,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  a  desolate  marsh,  at  midnight,  and  seated,  as  you  propose, 
on  the  top-rail  of  a  f^nce,  with  her  hands  in  her  pockets  I" 

Here  followed  a  general  laugh  from  the  company. 

<'  To  make  the  picture  complete,"  said  Harvey  Riggs,  ''  cou- 
sin E^ate,  you  should  have  a  scant  mantle  of  scarlet,  and  a  pipe 
in  your  mouth." 

"  And  a  broom-stick,  I  suppose  you  would  say,  cousin  Har- 
vey, instead  of  a  pony,"  added  Catharine. 

"  When  I  said  you,  Miss  Tracy,"  said  the  counsellor,  smiling, 
^  I  meant  Ned  Hazard  here  and  his  friends,  who  jirofess  to  be 
fond  of  manly  exercises." 

^  I  profess,"  said  Ned,  "  a  sovereign  aversion  to  agues,  and 
an  especial  proclivity  to  the  comforts  of  a  warm  bed." 

Towards  the  hour  of  sunset  the  ladies  from  the  Brakes  were 
preparing  to  return  home,  and,  as  the  arrangements  for  the  fol- 
lowing day  contemplated  a  meeting  at  Mr.  Tracy's,  we  promised 
to  assemble  there  at  an  early  hour.    Prudence  had  yielded  to  the 


^ 


2U  HERBIKENT    AND    SOBKIETY. 

entrcntios  of  Catliarine  and  Bel  to  accompany  tlicm  tLat  evening, 
and  a  horse  was  accordingly  brought  to  tbo  door  for  her.  Our 
guests,  with  tliis  addition,  Boon  afterwards  left  Swallow  Barn, 

Wlien  wo  had  concluded  our  evening  repast, — that  subslan 
tial  country  meal  which  it  would  he  altogether  inadequate  to  call 
by  the  feeble,  but  costomary  name  of  tea— the  pleasant  change 
wrought  upon  the  atmosphere  by  the  dew,  which  in  the  low- 
country,  at  this  season,  falls  heavily  after  night,  had,  as  usual, 
bronght  the  inmates  of  the  house  to  the  doors.  Mr.  Wart  and 
Frank  Meriwether  had  taken  their  seats  in  the  porch  ;  and  here, 
dismissing  the  tone  of  levity  with  which  the  events  of  the  day 
had  been  conducted,  tbcy  fell  into  a  grave  conference  upon  sun- 
dry matters  of  public  concern.  The  rest  of  us  sat  quietly  listen- 
ing to  the  conversation,  which  became  interesting  from  the  sen- 
sible and  shrewd  character  of  tbo  interlooutors.  Philly  Wart, 
nothwith  Stan  ding  the  mixture  of  jeet  and  almost  frivolity,  that, 
during  tbo  day,  had  shown  itself  in  his  demeanor,  now  exhibited 
the  thought  and  reflection  of  one  versed  in  the  secrets  of  his  na- 
ture, and  that  keen  insight  into  the  merits  of  men  and  their  ac- 
tions, that  can  only  be  gaini;d  by  extensive  intercourse  with  the 
world.  His  remarks  bad  a  strong  flnvor  of  originality,  and  al- 
though now  and  then  brought  to  the  verge  of  the  ludicrous  by  a 
rash  and  unancoossful  attempt  to  be  figurative,  they  were,  never- 
theless, pitliy  and  forcibly  illustrative  of  bia  subject.  Meri- 
wether, with  less  pretensions  to  a  knowledge  of  men,  waa  calm, 
philoaopbioal  and  benevolent ;  his  character  principally  manifest- 
ing itself  in  certain  kindly  prejudices,  and  in  a  tone  of  observa- 
tion, which,  in  reference  to  political  conolnsiona.  might  be  said  to 
be  even  desponding.  Frank  has  never  found  the  actions  of  those 
who  administer  our  govenmiont  si|uaring  wilii  that  lofty  virtue 
whioh  the  excellence  of  his  own  principles  has  taught  him  to  ex- 
fot  Erom  all  men  who  aspire  to  control  the  interests  of  sooiety 
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In  £Mt,  lie  speaks  like  an  ancient  stoic,  remoyed  from  all  am- 
bition to  fignre  on  the  theatre  of  life,  and  quietly  observing  the 
tnmnlt  of  affairs  from  a  position  too  distant  to  be  reached  by  the 
sordid  passions  that  sway  the  multitude ;  or,  in  other  words,  he 
disconrses  like  an  easy  and  cultivated  country-gentleman. 

It  was  in  summing  up  a  train  of  reflections,  in  this  temper, 
npon  the  general  aspect  of  the  great  political  movements  of  the 
day,  that  he  concluded — as  we  broke  up  our  party — 

"  Well,  Mr.  Wart,  you  think  better  of  these  things  than  I  do ; 
but,  to  my  mind,  there  is  no  satisfaction  in  this  survey.  Look 
which  way  I  may,  to  the  one  side  or  to  the  other,  to  me  it  seems 
all  equally  vile  and  contemptible ;  and  so,  good  night  I" 


CHAPTEE  nV. 
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I  AnosK  on  the  following  morning  soon  aft«r  dsy-Ught,  and  nu 
quietly  descending  tlio  staircase  when  I  was  sainted  by  the  roices 
of  Luey  and  Vic,  who  nt  this  early  honr  were  equipped  for  the 
dfty.  They  were  looking  out  with  some  eagerness  nt  the  clouds. 
A  honvy  rnin  had  fsllen  during  the  night,  but  the  eastern  hori- 
zon WAS  nevertheleRS  tinted  with  the  rosy  flush  of  morning,  and 
the  indieations  wore  favorable  to  the  dispersion  of  the  few  black 
vapors  that  stitl  rolled  across  the  heaveas.  My  little  cousins 
soon  made  me  acqaainted  with  the  cause  of  their  early  appear- 
ance. Tbey  were  to  accompany  us  to  the  Brakes,  and  bad 
planned  it  to  ask  me  to  take  a  scat  with  tbcni  in  the  carriage, 
telling  mc,  that  if  I  did  not  go  with  them  they  would  he  obliged 
to  take  Rip,  whtoh,  as  Vic  said,  "  Hip  never  did  like." 

I  asnented  heartily  to  their  proposal ;  and  upon  this  they  fell 
to  dancing  round  me,  and  amusing  mc  with  a  great  deal  of  prat- 
tla  They  insisted  upon  my  going  with'  tbera  to  the  stable  yard, 
"jnst  to  make  sure  that  undo  Carey  was  cleaning  up  the  car- 
riage, and  getting  ready."  Here  wo  found  the  old  menial  with  a 
bucket  of  water  and  sponge,  busily  employed  in  the  task  the  lit- 
tle girU  had  coaxed  him  to  perform.  He  was  affectionately 
obliging  to  his  young  mistresBes,  sud  spoke  to  them  in  n  t< 
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that  showed  how  largely  he  partook  of  the  family  interest  in 
them,  although  it  was  sufficiently  apparent  that  he  deferred  but 
little  to  their  authority. 

As  soon  as  breakfast  was  over,  Carey  brought  the  ooaeh  to 
the  door.  It  was  a  capacious  old  vehicle,  that  had  known  better 
days,  being  somewhat  faded  in  its  furniture,  and  still  clothed  with 
its  original  cover  of  yellow  oil-cloth,  of  which,  I  suppose,  it  had 
never  been  stripped,  although  now  arrived  at  the  latter  stage  of 
its  existence.  The  plainness  of  this  part  of  the  equipage  was 
compensated  in  a  pair  of  high-mettled,  full-blooded  chestnut 
horses,  in  excellent  keeping,  but  rather  light  in  comparison  with 
the  size  of  the  coach  to  which  they  were  harnessed. 

Meriwether  having  unexpectedly  received  intelligence  that 
rendered  his  presence  necessary  at  a  remote  part  of  the  farm, 
was  obliged  to  forego  his  visit  to  the  Brakes ;  and  Ned  was  ac- 
cordingly commissioned  by  him  to  make  his  excuses  and  act  as 
his  representative.  This  matter  being  arranged,  and  all  things 
being  in  readiness  for  our  departure,  Mr.  Wart,  attended  by  Ned 
Hazard  and  Kip,  set  out  on  horseback ;  whilst  the  two  little 
girls  and  myself  took  our  seats  in  the  carriage,  and  old  Carey, 
mounting  the  box,  put  off  his  horses  at  a  brisk  speed. 

As  we  ascended  the  hill,  and  came  in  full  view  of  the  man« 
sion  house  at  the  Brakes,  we  could  observe  Mr.  Tracy  walking 
backward  and  forward  with  his  arms  behind  him,  on  a  level  plat 
at  the  door ;  and  as  soon  as  our  party  attracted  his  attentioji,  he 
was  seen  to  halt,  with  his  hat  raised  off  his  head,  and  held  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  shield  his  eyes  from  the  sun,  until  we  got  near 
enough  for  recognition.  There  was  an  unwonted  alacrity  in  hb 
salutations :  and  he  helped  Lucy  and  Vic  from  the  carriage  him- 
self, with  a  gallantry  that  showed  the  cheerful  state  of  his  feel* 
ings,  not  forgetting  to  take  a  kiss  firom  each  as  he  handed  them 

to  the  door. 

10 
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Wben  ire  entered  the  boose,  H&rve;  Biggs  sod  Bel  were 
olmiTed  waUiiug  leisurely  op  tbe  laim,  from  the  direction  of  the 
riTer.  At  a  parlor  winduw  B»t  C&Uiattne  kod  Prudeooe,  in  on 
absorbing  contersatioa  with  Blr.  SwuisdoirD,  irbo  was  apparently 
reguliug  tiis  iatflrcst«d  saditOM  wilh  a  tiuntivc  of  ieep  attraelioo ; 
aud  perhaps  it  may  have  been  an  idle  preconception  of  mine,  but 
I  lliought  Prodi-DUe,  e^pi-eially,  listoned  with  a  more  iutciligeDt 
and  cbaDgcful  sympathy  than  was  her  wont.  Wliat  was  the  topic, 
and  in  what  language  urged,  1  sm  altogether  ignorant ;  bnC  to  my 
prejudiced  vision  it  seemed  that  cither  the  £tory  or  tbe  speaker 
bad  charmed  "  never  so  wiaely." 

In  describing  the  mansion  house  at  the  Brakes,  in  a  former 

>ler,  I  have  informed  my  reader  Uiat  it  ia  wiUioat  arebitect- 
einbelliEbment,  One  front  faces  the  river,  from  wbich  it  is 
,ted  by  a  long,  sloping,  a^nd  ansbadcd  bill.  At  tbe  foot  of 
this  slope  tbe  bank  of  the  river  is  some  eight  or  ten  feet  above 
tbe  water,  aud  is  clothed  with  a  screen  of  native  sbrukbery.  The 
road  winds  round  tbe  hill  from  the  river,  so  as  to  approach  tlie 
house  ou  the  opposite  side.  This  front  of  the  dwelling  differs 
widely  from  that  I  have  describeJ.  Its  plaiuuess  is  relieved  by 
A  portico  supported  by  stuccoed  columns,  massive  and  rough,  and 
'bioh  the  second  story  of  the  building  projects,  so  aj*  to  form 

lall  apartment  that  has  ratber  a  grotesque  appearuaoe, — as  it 
may  be  said  to  resemble  a  box  perched  upon  a  four-legged  stooL 
This  superstructure  is  built  of  wood  painted  blue,  though  a  good 
deal  weathor-boatcn ;  and  it  is  illustrated  with  a  large  bow- 
window  in  the  front,  surrouDdod  with  a  heavy  white  cornice 
dllod  with  modillions  and  other  old-fashioned  ornaments :  il 
strikes  the  observer  as  an  appendage  to  the  edifice  of  qaestioiia- 
blo  nlllity,  and  u£  somewhat  incougruous  with  the  prevailing  sim- 
plicity that  chorautcriiies  the  ostcrior  of  the  mansion.     A  range 

offioeR,  old,  and  interpolated  with  modern  additions,  sweeps 
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reotaDgolarly  along  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  shows  the  ample 
provision  made  for  the  comforts  of  solid  housekeeping.  The 
whole  of  this  quarter  is  thickly  embowered  with  trees,  amongst 
which  the  line  of  lombardy  poplars,  that  I  have  before  had  occa- 
sion to  notice,  is  marshalled  along  the  avenue,  from  the  mansion 
downwards,  like  a  gigantic  array  of  sylvan  grenadiers.  Over  all 
iho  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  buildings  an  air  of  neatness 
prevails,  even  to  an  extent  that  might  be  called  pedantic. 

The  interior  of  the  house  is  in  full  contrast  with  i\B  outward 
appearance,  and  shows  the  relics  of  a  costly  grandeur.  The  rooms 
are  large,  and  decorated  with  a  profusion  of  wood-work,  chiselled 
into  the  gorgeous  forms  of  ancient  pomp.  The  doors  have  huge 
pediments  above  them  with  figures  carved  upon  the  entablatures  ; 
garlands  of  roses,  as  stiff  as  petrifactions,  are  moulded,  with  a 
formal  grace,  upon  the  jambs  of  the  window-frames ;  and  the 
mantel-pieces  are  thickly  embossed  with  odd  little  mythological 
monsters,  as  various  as  the  metamorphoses  of  Ovid.  The  walls 
are  enriched  with  a  fretted  cornice,  in  the  frieze  of  which  cupids, 
satyrs  and  fauns'  are  taking  hands,  and  seem  to  be  dancing  country 
dances  through  thickets  of  nondescript  vegetables.  The  fire- 
places are  noble  monuments  of  ancient  hospitality,  stately  and 
vast,  and  on  either  side  of  them  are  deep  recesses,  surmounted 
by  ornamented  arches,  and  lighted  by  windows  that  look  out 
from  the  gable-ends  of  the  building. 

The  furniture  of  these  apartments  retains  the  vestiges  of 
a  corresponding  splendor.  The  tables  seem  to  have  turned  into 
iron  from  age,  and  are  supported  upon  huge,  crooked  legs ;  the 
chairs,  sofas,  firescreens,  and  other  articles  of  embellishment, 
though  damaged  by  time,  still  afford  glimpses  of  the  lacker  and 
varnish  that  gave  effulgence  to  their  days  of  glory.  Amongst 
these  remnants  of  the  old  time  I  recognised,  with  an  affectionate 
interest,  two  elliptical  mirrors, — no  doubt  the  marvel  of  the 
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liiDiiiitr;  when  they  first  re&cbed  tbis  strand, — set  in  tnmee  of 
tBTTiiahed  ^ll,  aod  cDrlonsly  ar\ei  into  (Iroll  r^emblanccs  of 
tiristed  serpents,  each  swallowing  his  own  taiL 

I  must  return  &om  this  digression  to  continue  my  narrative 

t.tt  the  important  affair  that  had  now  bronght  us  to  the  Brakes. 

I  From  an  early  hour,  Mr.  Tracy  had  been  in  a  state  of 
ftgitated  spirits  with  the  thonghts  of  the  arbitration.  Althon^ 
hia  ical  had  latterly  subsided,  it  had  bocn  waked  up  by  the 
recent  moTements,  like  a  snake  at  the  return  of  spring.  The 
old  gentleman  rises  from  his  bed,  at  all  seasons,  with  the  dawn 
of  day  ;  but  this  morning  lie  was  observed  to  make  an  unusual 
stir.  It  was  remarked  that  his  dress  was  even  more  scrnpulonsly 
adjusted  than  ordinarily;  the  ruffles  of  his  sleeves  protruded 
over  his  hands  with  a  more  pregnant  stmt ;  his  crarat  was 
drawn,  if  possible,  tighter  round  his  neck ;  and  his  sflrery  hair 
was  combed  buek  into  the  small,  taper  ciue  that  played  upon  his 
cape,  with  a  Bleckncss  that  indicated  more  minate  attention  to 
poraoniU  decoration  than  the  family  were  accustomed  to  expect 
He  is  the  very  picture  of  a  nan  for  a  law-suit.  His  tall  fignra 
and  care-worn  face  liavo  sach  an  emaoiated  ^r  I  and  when  to  this 
is  added  the  impression  mode  by  bis  tight,  brown  kerseymere 
small-clothes,  and  his  long,  stocking-like  boots,  battoned  by  straps 
to  hh  knees,  and  the  peculiar  capacity  of  stride  which  this  costume 
diacloBOB,  we  have  the  personation  of  a  man  eminently  calculated 
to  face  the  biting  blast  of  the  law,  or  to  worm  through  the  intri- 
cacies of  a  tangled  and  long-winded  suit,  with  the  least  possible 
personal  obstruction. 

Harvey  Biggs  told  ns  that  Mr.  Traoy  had  scarcely  eaten  any 
breakfast,  being  in  that  fidgety  state  of  mind  that  takes  away  the 
the  appetite ;  and,  what  was  a  little  out  of  his  common  behavior, 
ho  was  even  jocose  upon  the  existing  relations  betwixt  himself 
and  Meriwether.     It  was  also  observable  that,  notwithstanding 
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yonr  host  if  you  consider  this  a  matter  of  acres  at  all.  Your 
fiither,  sir,  and  I  had  an  honest  difference  of  opinion :  he  thought 
he  was  right ;  I  thought  I  was ;  and  we  both  knew  that  the  other 
would  expend  twenty  times  the  value  of  the  land,  before  he  would 
take  an  inch  of  it  but  as  a  matter  of  right.  I  am  not  accustomed 
to  take  up  or  put  down  opinions  upon  light  grounds.  In  such 
matters  I  do  not  count  the  cost     A  deed,  sir  !" — 

"•  I  beg  pardon,"  replied  Ned  confusedly,  and  alarmed  by  this 
flash  of  temper,  which  set  him,  like  a  boy  who  has  mistaken  the 
mood  of  his  master,  to  a  speedy  recantation.  "•  You  mistook  my 
meaning, — I  meant  to  say — ^^ 

^  Yes,  yes,"  interrupted  the  old  gentleman,  relapsing  into  the 
opposite  tone  of  kindness,  as  if  aware  that  his  feelings  had  been 
unnecessarily  roused,  ^  so  I  suppose,  my  young  friend !  You 
are  but  a  novice  in  the  world ;  but  you  know  Isaac  Tracy  well 
enough  to  be  quite  certain  that  he  does  not  fling  away  five  hun- 
dred pounds, — aye,  twice  five  hundred, — to  maintain  his  title  to 
a  bed  of  splatterdocks,  unless  there  was  something  at  the  bottom 
of  the  dispute  that  belonged  to  his  character." 

This  remark  was  concluded  with  an  emotion  that  amounted 
almost  to  a  laugh ;  and  so  completely  reassured  Ned,  as  to  em- 
bolden  him  to  venture  upon  a  joke. 

"•  Such  character,"  said  Ned,  '^  is  like  the  goose  in  the  fable ; 
it  lays  golden  eggs." 

^  And  there  is  nothing  in  it  when  you  cut  it  up,  Mr..  Edward, 
that  is  what  you  were  going  to  say,"  ^dded  the  old  gentleman, 
greatly  amused  with  the  remark.  ^  You  are  a  facetious  young 
gentleman.  You  say  pretty  sharp  things  now  and  then,  Ed- 
ward, and  don't  spare  such  old  codgers  as  I,  ha,  ha  I"  he  con- 
tinued, laughing,  and  tapping  Ned  familiarly  on  the  back. 
^  Why,  what  a  plague  1  Here  we  are  witeting  our  time  with  this 
merry  Ned  Hazard,  when  we  ought  to  be  at  our  business.     Dogs 


I  jon,  for  a  jester  aa  jou  arc  I"  he  exclaimed,  jogging  Ned 
ll'lltth  his  elbow.  "You  will  iriok  us  out  of  our  proper  Tocation 
willi  a  hogU,  would  yo  I  Harvey,  call  Mr.  Swanadown  from  ihn 
parlor ;  tell  tim  he  muBl  leave  the  women ;  ire  bare  oar  hands 
fulL" 

After  this  burat  from  the  old  gentleman,  be  opened  a  doar 
that  admitted  us  to  a  small  room  which  he  calls  hia  study.  It  is 
an  inner  Bhrinc  thut  is  deemed  u  probibited  spot  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  household,  Ets  the  key  of  it  is  generally  carried  in  Mr. 
Trauy'a  own  pocket.  This  apurtmeot  is  so  charaotcristio  of  its 
inUabitnnt,  tbat  I  must  take  advimtage  of  my  introductioD  to  it, 
to  make  my  reader  aajuaiDted  witli  its  general  appearance. 

Some  heavy  volumes  iu  i^uarto,  aucb  as  constituted  tbe  guise 
in  which  the  best  authors  of  Queen  Anne's  lime  were  accustomed 
to  be  exhibited  to  the  public,  were  scatt-ered  over  a  range  of 
sbclvcB  that  oeeuptud  one  side  of  the  room.  There  was  one  l&rge 
window  only  to  tbe  apartment,  through  which  the  aun  flung  a 
broad  light,  that  served  to  heighten  the  forlorn  impression  made 
hgt  the  obsolete  and  almost  shabby  air  of  tbe  furniture  ;  on  the 
llffl  of  this  window  a  collection  of  pods  and  garden  seeds  were 
"Kd  out  to  bo  dried.  In  another  quarter  of  the  room,  a  sbclf 
waa  appropriated  to  the  accommodation  of  a  motley  assemblage 
of  old  iron,  of  which  the  principal  pieces  were  ruaty  bingea,  bolts, 
fiorews,  hridle-bits,  stirrups,  and  frugmcnta  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments; and  upon  tbe  floor,  below  these,  stood  a  chest  of  tools. 
The  Greplsoe  bad  a  ragged  appearance,  being  strewed  witb  scraps 
of  paper  and  other  rubbish,  and  upon  one  aide  of  it  was  placed  an 
old-fashioned  secretary,  with  n.  lid  like  the  roof  of  a,  house.  One 
or  two  paintings,  too  obscure  to  be  guessed  at,  hung  over  tbe 
,  mantel-piece ;  and  on  the  wall  near  the  door,  wan  suspended  an 
almost  illegible  map  of  Virginia.  A  small  table  was  opened  out 
in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  aud  provided  witb  a  wiiUug  ipfmr 
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this  eleTation  of  spirits,  he  occasioDallj  broke  out  into  a  slight 
expression  of  peevishness  when  any  thing  balked  his  humor.  It 
fell  upon  Ned  Hazard  to  encounter  one  of  these  passing  rebukes, 
as  will  appear  in  the  dialogue  I  am  about  to  detaiL 

Mr.  Tracj  has  reached  that  age  at  which  old  persons  lose  sight 
of  the  true  relations  of  society.  He  considers  all  men,  not  yet 
rrived  at  middle  age,  as  mere  hair-brained  boys  ;  and  does  not 
scruple,  especially  in  matters  of  business,  to  treat  them  accord- 
ingly. I  believe  he  is  of  opinion  that  Frank  Meriwether  himself 
has  scarcely  attained  to  manhood.  But  as  for  Ned  Hazard,  or 
even  Harvey  Kiggs,  he  thinks  them  not  yet  out  of  their  teens. 
This  temper  is  apparent  when  the  old  gentleman  experiences  any 
contradiction ;  for  he  is  then  apt  to  become  dogmatic  and  peremp- 
tory, and  sometimes  a  little  harsh.  But  he  likes  Ned  very  well ; 
and  frequently,  when  he  is  in  good  humor,  laughs  at  his  pranks, 
until  the  tears  come  into  his  eyes,  and  roll  over  his  dry  cheeks, 
like  vinegar  trickling  over  a  piece  of  leather. 

Now  it  happens  that  Ned  stands  precisely  in  that  category 
which  renders  him  neryously  solicitous  to  appear  well  in  the  eyes 
of  Mr.  Tracy.  He  is  sadly  aware  that  Bel's  father  has  taken  up 
an  idea  that  ho  is  a  thoughtless,  unballasted  youth,  and  utterly 
deficient  in  those  thrifty  business-habits  which  are  most  pleasing 
to  the  contemplation  of  age;  and  he  is  therefore  perpetually 
making  awkward  attempts  to  produce  a  different  opinion.  %Iy 
reader  has  perhaps  already  had  occasion  to  remark  that  Ned's 
character  is  utterly  inauspicious  to  the  management  of  such  a 
matter.  He  is  purblind  to  all  the  consequences  of  his  own  con- 
duct, and  as  little  calculated  to  play  the  politician  as  a  child. 

When  the  gentlemen  of  our  party  had  gathered  together,  Mr. 
Tracy  was  anxious  that  no  time  should  be  lost  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  principal  concern  of  our  meeting ;  and  having  announced  this, 
he  was  approached  by  Ned,  who,  with  a  solemn  face, — endeavoring 


■  M  mmtL  of  tbe  look  of  a  negotutor  u  fae  waa  aUe,— 
■''fHlde*  fcraal  mauDantation  of  Ui«  ovmo  of  Heriwetber*  »t^ 
aenee^  and  of  tfae  amngemeut  that  lie  himsetf  was  to  appear  » 
tlio  reprMentatiTe  of  Swallow  Bara.  Ur.  Tncj  did  not  lUie  it ; 
kt  flooid  not  iia^iie  how  taj  domestic  engagement  could  clum 
IffeeedcBoe  orer  one  so  important  as  this.  He  was  on  the  verge 
of  aajring  ao ;  bat,  aa  if  atmck  with  a  sadden  thonght,  he  paused, 
stared  at  Ned,  without  uttering  a  word,  gr&sped  fais  Dcther  lip 
with  his  left  hand,  and  fell  into  a  studjr.  N<»d  stood  by,  looking 
as  reepectfuUj  as  be  could.  The  ccadasion  was  favorable ;  tor 
the  old  gentleman  brightened  up,  and  delivered  himseU^  with  some 
hesitation,  pretty  much  in  this  way : — 

"  Well,  well  I  It  ia  all  right  that  you  ehould  give  your  atlon- 
I  ^ioa  to  ihis  matter.  Wc  old  fuika  labor  altogether  for  the  young ; 
F  foi  they  that  uomc  after  us  must  live  and  learn.  I  wish  I  oonld 
ike  uiy  Ralph  fed  the  interest  he  ought  to  take  iu  this  tub- 
;  but  he  is  wayward,  and  plays  his  own  game.  As  to  you, 
'.  Hazard,  although  you  are  young  and  thonghtless,  and  not  of 
an  ago  to  take  core  of  your  property,  this  viay  be  said  to  be  your 
own  cose,  sir,  seeing  that  you  arc  the  heir  to  Swallow  Bam  under 
your  father's  will.  And  I  am  told  Mr.  Meriwether  is  clearing 
the  track  for  yoo  ;  ho  ii  wiping  off  the  incumbrances.  So  it  is 
your  owu  oaae  you  have  to  look  after." 

*'  For  my  part,  Mr.  Traoj,"  replied  Ned,  with  a  timid  defer- 
onoo,  and  with  a  aitigular  want  of  ahtewduess,  considering  Uie 
porsou  he  addressed,  "  I  have  never  seen  the  uso  of  this  eontro- 
vursy.  Our  family  ought  to  have  given  up  Ki  you,  rather  than 
trouble  the  oourts  with  such  an  inconsiderable  matter,  I  have 
always  expressed  my  willingness  to  end  the  affair  by  making  you 
ft  dm-d." 

"  Young  geutleman,"    said  Mr.  Tracy,  rather  briskly,  and 
l.^king  with  on  air  of  surpriHe  at  Nod,  '-you  reckon  without 
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THE    KAKING    HAWK. 

I  SAID  that  when  we  arrived  at  The  Brakes,  Bel  and  Haryey 
Riggs  were  se^n  approaching  the  house  from  a  distance.  The 
morning  was  still  cool  from  the  evaporation  of  the  dew  before  the 
rajs  of  the  snn.  A  pleasant  breeze  swept  across  the  lawn  from 
the  direction  of  the  river.  Bel  was  leaning  upon  Harvey's  arm 
in  earnest  conversation ;  her  face  shaded  by  a  kind  of  hood  of 
green  silk,  and  her  dress  such  as  ladies  wear  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  day,  before  they  perform  the  more  studied  labors  of  the  toi- 
let ;  it  was  of  a  light  fabric,  neatly  fitted  to  her  person.  Exer- 
cise had  thrown  a  healthy  hue  over  her  cheek ;  and  the  fresh 
breeze  fluttering  amongst  the  folds  of  her  dress  imparted  an  idea 
of  personal  comfort  that  accorded  with  the  coolness  of  the  cos- 
tnntf ,  and  the  blooming  countenance  of  its  wearer.  It  did  not 
escape  my  notice,  that  her  foot,  which  is  exceedingly  well  shaped, 
appeared  to  great  advantage  in  an  accurately  fitted  shoe,  bound 
to  her  ankle  with  black  ribbons  laced  across  stockings  of  spotless 
white.  Her  exterior  was  altogether  remarkable  for  a  becoming 
simplicity  of  attire,  and  seemed  to  speak  that  purity  of  taste 
which  is  the  most  beautiful  and  attractive  quality  in  the  charao- 
ter  of  a  woman. 

I  must  admonish  my  reader  that,  as  my  design  in  this  work 
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ins;  around  this  table  were  three  or  four  broad,  high-backed 
mahoganj  chairs,  with  faded  crimson  seats  stuck  round  with  brass 
nails.  The  cobwebs  on  various  parts  of  the  walls,  and  the  ne- 
glected aspect  of  the  room,  showed  it  to  be  an  apartment  not 
much  resorted  to  or  used  by  the  old  gentleman,  except  as  a  mere 
place  of  deposit  for  lumber. 

When  Mr.  Swansdown,  at  Harvey's  summons,  made  his  ap- 
pearance, our  friend  Philly  Wart  indulged  in  some  little  raillery 
upon  the  mischances  of  the  day  before,  and  accused  the  sentimen- 
tal gentleman  of  deserting  him  ;  but  finding  old  Mr.  Tracy  al- 
ready provided  with  a  mass  of  documents,  and  standing  ready, 
with  spectacles  on  nose,  to  plunge  into  the  middle  of  affairs,  the 
several  parties  sat  down  and  addressed  themselves  to  their  tasks 
like  men  determined  to  make  an  end  of  matters.  Ned  put  on  a 
fiurcical  gravity,  and  began  to  rummage  over  the  papers,  as  if  he 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  document  in  the  bundle, 
until  Mr.  Tracy,  raising  his  glasses  up  to  his  forehead,  asked 
him,  with  a  fretful  earnestness,  what  he  was  in  search  of.  This 
simple  interrogatory,  and  the  look  that  accompanied  it,  sp  discon- 
certed the  representative  of  Swallow  Barn,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  reply,  for  lack  of  something  better  to  say,  that  "  he  was  look- 
ing for  nothing  in  particular  !" 

"  I  thought  so,  by  your  haste,"  said  the  old  gentleman,  as  he 
brought  his  spectacles  back  to  their  original  position.  Ned,  to 
conceal  his  confusion,  picked  .up  a  large  sheet  of  parchment,  and 
set  about  reading  its  contents  regularly  through  from  the  begin- 
ning. 

As  soon  as  we  saw  this  little  wittenagemote  fairly  at  work 
with  the  lawsuit,  Harvey  and  myself  quietly  stole- away,  not, 
however,  without  receiving  a  glance  from  Ned  Hazard,  who  turned 
his  head  and  gave  us  a  look  of  sly  perplexity  as  we  disappeared 
at  the  door. 

10» 


k        The  ladiCB  had  retired  to  their  rooms.     Balph  had  taken 

away  our  young  cavalier  Rip  to  the  river  ;  and  being  thus  left  to 
ourselves,  Harvey  and  I  sat  dowD  at  the  front  door,  attracted  by 
the  oomroanding  view  of  the  soenery,  and  the  appearance  of  a 
Wge  ship  that,  with  all  her  canvna  npread,  was  winging  her  way 
I  tonnd  the  headlands  of  the  James  River,  towards  the  Atlantic. 
In  this  Bituntion,  Harvey  gave  me  the  partioularo  of  ths 
scene  I  am  about,  to  describe  in  the  next  chapter. 
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taatic  ct3  it  may  seem,  began  to  think  that  her  unskilful  efforts 
would  be  attended  with  aucceBs.  Her  hawk,  it  is  true,  had  not 
been  taught  to  follow  his  quarry,  hut  he  was  manned — as  Bel 
said  of  him — in  all  aueh  eieroises  as  made  him  a  fit  companion 
for  a  lady.  She  had  provided  him  with  leather  hewets,  that  but- 
toned round  his  legs,  and  to  each  of  these  waa  attached  a  small 
silver  bell  A  silver  ring,  or  varvel,  was  fitted  to  one  leg,  and  ' 
on  it  was  engraved  the  name  of  her  favorite,  copied  from  some 
old  tale,  "  Fairbourne,"  with  the  legend  attached,  "  I  live  in  my 
lady's  gmeo."  I  know  not  what  other  foppery  waa  espended  up- 
on her  minion ;  hut  I  will  warrant  ho  wont  forth  in  as  conceited 
amy  as  his  "lady's  grace"  could  doviae  for  him.  A  lady's 
favorite  is  not  apt  to  want  gauds  and  jewels. 

Immediately  after  breakfast,  Bel  stole  forth  alone  to  Fair- 
bourne's  perch,  She  hold  in  her  hand  a  pair  of  leather  jesses,  a 
leash,  and  a  ball  of  fine  cord,  which  she  termed  a  oreanee.  Now, 
the  thought  that  had  taken  poaseaaion  of  her  brain  was,  to  slip 
off  with  Fairbourne  into  the  field,  and  give  him  a  Bight ;  a  privi- 
lege that  he  had  never  enjoyed  during  the  whole  period  of  hia 
thraldom.  Bui  supposed  that  by  faatening  the  jesses  to  his  legs, 
— or  I  should  say,  speaking  like  one  versed  in  the  mystery,  hia 
arms, — and  the  leash  to  the  jesses,  and  the  creance  to  that,  Fair- 
bourne would  be  as  secure  in  the  empyrean  as  on  his  perch  :  abo 
had  only  to  manage  him  as  a  boy  manages  hia  kite.  Her  pur- 
pose, however,  waa  to  try  the  first  experiment  alone,  and,  upon 
!ta  Buccesa,  she  designed  to  surprise  her  visitors,  as  well  as  the 
&mily,  with  the  rare  entertainment  of  a  hawking  scene. 

As  she  stood  under  the  mulberry- tree,  looking  at  Fairbourne 
tiring  at  the  limb  of  a  pullet,  or,  in  other  words,  whetting  his 
vomoious  appetite  with  the  raw  leg  of  a  chicken,  and  had  just 
tnatohed  the  morsel  from  his  beak  to  make  him  tho  more  keen, 
Harvey  Riggs  accidentally  camo  into  the  porch,  and,  stooping 
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The  ladiM  liad  retired  to  their  rooms.  Balph  hid  Uken 
ftWfty  our  jouog  OKvalier  Rip  to  the  river ;  and  being  thiu  left  to 
oanelTes,  Harrey  and  I  sat  dovD  at  the  front  door,  attracted  b; 
the  oommanding  new  of  the  scenery,  and  the  appearanoe  of  a 
large  ship  that,  with  all  her  oanvaa  ipread,  was  winging  ha  way 
round  the  headlands  of  the  James  BiTer,  towards  the  Atlantio. 

In  this  utnation,  Harrey  gave  me  the  particolara  cf  Uw 
■eene  I  am  abont  to  describe  in  the  next  chapter. 
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tastic  M  it  may  seem,  began  to  tbink  tbnt  her  unakilful  efforts 
would  be  attended  with  auccegs.  Her  bawk,  it  is  true,  hud  not 
been  taught  to  follow  hia  c|uarry,  but  he  was  mannoiJ — as  Bel 
said  of  hint — in  all  sneh  exercises  as  made  bim  a  fit  compaDion 
for  a  ladj.  She  had  provided  him  with  leather  bewcts,  that  but- 
toned round  hia  legs,  and  to  each  of  these  was  attached  a  small 
siWer  hell.  A  silver  ring,  or  varvel,  was  fitted  to  one  teg,  and  ' 
on  it  was  engraved  the  name  of  her  favorito,  copied  from  some 
old  tale,  "  Fairhoume,"  with  the  legend  attached,  "  I  live  in  my 
lady's  grace."  I  know  cot  what  other  foppery  was  expended  up- 
on her  minion ;  but  I  will  warrant  he  went  forth  in  as  conceited 
amy  as  his  "  lady's  grace "  could  devise  for  him.  A  lady's 
favorite  is  not  apt  to  want  gauds  and  jewels. 

Immediately  after  breakfast,  Be!  stole  forth  alone  to  Fair- 
boarne's  peroh.  She  held  in  her  hand  a  pair  of  leather  jesses,  a 
leash,  and  a  ball  of  fine  cord,  which  she  termed  n  crcanee.  Now, 
the  thought  that  had  taken  posaeasion  of  her  brain  was,  to  slip 
off  with  Fairboume  into  the  fieldj  and  give  him  a  flight ;  a  privi- 
lege that  he  bad  never  enjoyed  during  the  whole  period  of  his 
thraldom,  Bel  supposed  that  by  fastening  the  jesses  to  liis  legs, 
— or  I  shoold  eay,  speaking  like  one  versed  in  the  mystery,  his 
arms, — and  the  leash  to  the  jesses,  and  the  ereance  to  that,  Fair- 
bourne  would  be  as  secure  in  the  empyrean  as  on  his  perch  :  she 
hod  only  to  manage  him  as  a  boy  manages  his  kite.  Her  pur- 
pose, however,  was  to  try  the  first  experiment  alone,  and,  upon 
its  success,  she  designed  to  surprise  her  visitors,  as  well  as  the 
family,  with  the  rare  entertainmctit  of  a  hawking  scene. 

As  she  stood  under  the  mulberry- tree,  looking  at  Fairboume 
tiring  at  the  limb  of  a  pullet,  or,  in  other  words,  whetting  his 
voracious  appetite  with  the  raw  leg  of  a  diioken,  and  had  just 
snatched  the  morsel  from  bis  beak  to  make  him  the  more  keen, 
Harvey  Biggs  accidentally  came  into  the  porch,  and,  stooping 
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down,  picked  up  from  tie  floor  a  strange  resemblance  of  &  lurd 
completed  of  leather  and  feathers, 

"Whut  child's  toj  ia  this,  BeU"  cried  he,  loud  enough  to 
startle  the  lady  with  the  ijueation.  "  What  crotchet  have  yoa  in 
jour  head  now  ?" 

"Pray,  cousin  Harvey,  come  this  way,"  said  she,  turning 
round  with  the  hawk  apon  her  hand.  "  It  is  my  lure ;  bring  it 
to  ttje,  for  I  want  your  help.  I  am  going  to  give  Fairbourne  a 
holiday.  You  shall  see  him  presently  dabbling  hts  wing  in  yon- 
der cloud." 

Harvey  approached  with  the  lure  in  his  band ;  and  Bel,  pat- 
iag  the  bird  upon  the  back,  as  he  alternately  stretched  out  first 
e  wing,  and  then  the  other,  along  his  leg, — in  the  action  known 
by  the  name  of  mantling,— explained  her  whole  design  to  her 
cousin.  Then  binding  on  the  jesses,  with  the  leash  and  creanoe, 
each  made  fast  to  tiic  other,  she  sallied  out  upon  the  lawn,  attended 
by  her  squire,  until  she  reached  a  spot  at  a  distance  from  any  tree, 
where  she  intimated  to  Hartley  that  she  would  now  let  Fair 
bonme  fly. 
I  "But  if  ho  should  not  oome  bock,  Bel?"  inquired  Harvey. 
"For  it  seems  to  me  not  altogether  so  safe  to  trust  to  hia  love  of 
his  perch,  or  even  of  his  mistress ;  although  in  that  he  is  not  of 
my  mind.  In  spite  of  your  lure,  which  I  know  is  a  great  tempta- 
tion to  some  persons,  ray  pretty  cousin,  there  are  creatures  that 
prefer  the  open  world  to  your  hand,  strange  as  it  may  seem  !" 

"  Is  not  here  my  oreanee  1"  asked  Bel,  in  reply,  "  And  then, 
when  the  lure  fails,  have  I  not  only  to  pull  the  string?" 

"  Toor  light  flax  is  not  so  strong  aa  a  wild  bird's  lovo  of  free- 
dom," said  Harvey. 

"  Ah,  cousin,  you  forget  that  Fairbourne  is  a  gallant  bird,  and 
loves  to  bear  me  call  him.  I  will  whistle  him  down  witliout 
oompulsion.     Now,  mark  how  loth  he  is  to  leave  my  hand/ 
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tinned  Bel.  rapidly  endeayoriDg  to  oast  the  bird  off,  who,  instead 
of  flying,  merely  spread  his  wings  with  a  motion  necessary  to 
preserve  his  balance.  At  length;  she  snooeeded  in  disengaging 
him  from  her  hand,  when,  instead  of  mounting  into  the  air,  he 
tamely  lit  upon  the  ground  some  few  paces  from  her  feet 

"  Oh  villain  Fairbourne  P  cried  Harvey,  "you  grovel  when  you 
should  soar." 

"  This  comes  of  my  not  hooding  him,"  said  Bel  *  ''  But  it 
seemed  so  cruel  to  pass  a  thread  through  his  eyelids, — ^which  is 
called  seeling,  and  must  be  done  before  he  would  bear  the  hood, — 
that  I  could  not  think  of  it.  I  don't  believe  those  ladies  of  the 
old  time  could  have  been  so  very  tender-hearted.  Cousin,  if  he 
will  not  fly,  the  direction  is  to  strike  at  him  with  your  wand." 

"  Which  means  my  foot,"  said  Harvey, "  so,  master  Fairbourne, 
up,  or  my  wand  shall  ruffle  your  feathers  for  you !"  With  these 
words,  Harvey  approached  the  bird,  and,  striking  at  him  with  his 
boot,  had  the  satisfaction  to  sec  him  spring  briskly  from  the  ground, 
and  mount  into  the  air  with  a  rapid,  bickering  flight.  He  took 
his  course  against  the  wind,  and,  as  he  ascended,  Bel  played  out 
her  line,  with  rapturous  exclamations  of  pleasure  at  the  siglit  of 
her  petted  bird  flinging  himself  aloft  with  such  a  spirited  motion. 
When  he  had  risen  to  the  utmost  reach  of  his  crcance,  he  was 
observed  to  dart  and  wheel  through  the  air  in  every  variety 
of  perplexed  motion,  canceliering — as  it  was  anciently  termed — 
in  graceful  circles  through  the  atmosphere,  and  turning,  with 
quick  flashes,  the  bright  lining  of  his  wings  to  the  sun.  It  was 
beautiful  to  look  upon  the  joyous  bird  gambolling  at  this  lordly 
height,  and  the  graceful  girl  watching  his  motions  with  a  counte- 
nance of  perfect  transport. 

"  To  my  thinking,"  said  Harvey,  "  Fairbourne  is  so  well 
pleased  with  his  pastime  that  he  will  not  be  very  willing  to  re- 
turn." 
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by  a  swift  flight  that  far  oatsped  BePs  exertions,  assisted  by  Har- 
vey, to  draw  him  down :  then,  skimming  along  the  surface  of  the 
field  with  the  skokened  cord,  he  suddenly  shot  upwards  with 
such  vigor  as  to  snap  the  string ;  and,  frightened  by  the  jerk  that 
severed  his  fetters,  he  arose  with  an  alarmed  motion,  to  a  soaring 
height,  and  then  shaped  his  career  directly  up  the  river. 

Bel  and  Harvey  watched  the  retreating  bird  in  equal  amase- 
ment,  as  he  winged  his  flight  across  the  woody  promontories  in 
tke  distance,  until  he  was  reduced  to  a  mere  speck  upon  the  sky. 

Bel's  emotion  was  one  of  mortification,  not  unmingled  with 
admiration  at  the  arrow-like  swiftness  with  which  her  favorite 
sped  from  her  hand  Harvey's  was  wonder,  whether  a  bird 
nurtured  in  such  household  familiarity  would  soar  so  far  from 
his  accustomed  haunts  as  to  render  his  return  hopeless. 

^  I  can  see  him  yet,"  said  Harvey,  straining  his  sight  up  the 
river,  ^  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken*  he  has  darted  down  to  perch 
near  Swallow  Bam." 

^  He  will  come  back,"  muttered  Bel,  in  a  distrusting  tone  of 
voice,  and  with  a  look  of  dejection,  ^  I  know  he  will  come  back  I 
nothing  that  I  have  tended  so  kindly  would  desert  me." 

"  Make  yourself  easy,  my  dear  cousin,"  replied  Harvey,  "  he 
belongs  to  an  ungrateful  tribe,  and  is  not  worth  reclaiming." 

"  I  could  sit  down  and  cry,"  said  Bel 

^  You  should  laugh  rather,  to  think,"  replied  her  cousin,  '<  what 
an  arrant  coxcomb  you  have  sent  abroad  amongst  the  crows  and 
kingfishers  of  the  river.  He,  with  his  jangling  bells,  and  his 
silver  ring  and  dainty  apparel  I  A  marvellous  fopling  he  will 
make  in  the  sedate  circles  of  owls  and  buzzards !  I  should  not  be 
surprised  if,  in  three  days'  time,  he  should  be  whipped  out  of  all 
good  society  in  the  woods,  and  be  fain  to  come  back  to  his  perch, 
as  torn-down  and  bedraggled  as  a  certain  other  favorite  of  yours, 
who  took  refuge  at  The  Brakes  yesterday." 
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^  Ned,"  said  Harvey,  "  is  all  the  comfort  I  can  give  you,  and 
if  he  does  not  bring  back  Fairboume,  I  would  advise  you  to  take 
the  miserable  swain  himself." 

"  Why  do  you  talk  to  me  so  ?"  asked  Bel. 

"  To  tell  you  the  truth,"  replied  Harvey,  "  I  have  a  reason  for 
it  Ned,  you  know,  is  a  good  fellow.  And  here, — what  is  very 
natural, — ^he  has  fallen  in  love.  He  could  not  help  that,  you 
know  1  Well,  it  ma]|^  him  silly,  as  it  makes  every  man,  except 
those  who  are  so  by  nature,  and  they  grow  wise  upon  it.  He  is 
afraid  to  talk  to  you,  because  his  heart  gets  in  his  mouth,  and 
chokes  him.  I«can  see  plainly  enough  what  he  wishes  to  say,  and 
therefore  I  am  determined,  as  you  are  my  cousin,  to  say  it  for 
him.  He  wishes  to  tell  you,  that  as  you  are  inexorable,  he  has 
made  up  his  mind  to  leave  this  country  with  Mark  Littleton ;  and 
then,  heaven  knows  where  the  poor  fellow  will  go !" 

^  If  no  man  was  e^er  more  in  love  tlftin  Ned  Hazard,"  answered 
Bel,  "  the  [world  would  be  sadly  in  want  of  romances.  Why, 
cousin,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  be  in  earnest  long  enough  to 
sum  up  his  own  thoughts  upon  the  subject" 

"  How  little  do  you  know,"  cried  Harvey,  "  of  my  poor  friend 
Ned !" 

"  Know  him,  cousin !"  exclaimed  Bel,  laughing,  "  you  won't 
be  so  rash  as  to  say  Ned  Hazard  is  a  man  of  mystery  ?  Why  he 
is  mirth  itself" 

"  You  mistake  his  madness  for  mirth,  Bel ;  he  is  distracted, 
and,  thercfbre,  unaccountable  for  his  actions." 

"  You  are  as  mad  as  he,  cousin  Harvey.  That  is  a  pretty 
kind  of  love  that  plays  off  such  merry-andrew  tricks  as  Ned's 
mummery,  with  you  to  back  him  I  Your  tragedy  of  the  Babes 
in  the  Wood,  and  your  serenades  under  our  windows,  look  very 
much  like  the  doings  of  a  distracted  lover  I  Give  me  a  man  of 
reverential  manners  and  dignity  for  a  lover.  Now,  you  know,  Ned 
has  none  of  that,  cousin." 
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"  Bel,  yoa  are  as  mad  as  either  Ned  or  myself,"  exclaimed 
Harvey  with  a  laugh,  and  taking  both  of  Bel's  hands  ;  "  you  will 
marry  some  grove  rogue  or  dull  pedant,  after  all '." 

"  Cousin  Harvey,  I  will  not  be  cat«ohizcd  any  longer,"  inte^ 
ropted  Bel  impatiently  ;  "  here  I  come  to  fly  a  hawk,  and  lo,  you 
eBgage  me  in  a  parley  about  Ned  Hazard  \" 

"  Well,"  replied  Harvey,  "  I  have  discharged  my  duty.  I  see 
Ned  is  in  a  bad  way.  Poor  devil  I  he  ougb^ever  to  have  fiiUen 
iu  love.  But  it  was  not  his  fault.  I  thought  it  but  just  to  tell 
yoa  what  I  feared.  Ned  will  leave  ub^  and  who  knows  but  be 
may  take  another  trip  around  the  Horn  I  He  will  then  throw 
himself  into  the  great  struggle  for  freedom  in  that  hemisphoic; 
become  a  general,  of  course  ;  push  lus  conquests  across  the  Andes; 
and  perhaps,  reaching  the  heights  of  Chimborazo,  will  fall  in  some 
splendid  battle,  having  first  engraved  with  his  award  the  name  of 
the  cold  Be!  Trsxiy  upon  the  ice  of  the  glacier.  And  there  he 
will  leave  that  mighty  mountain  to  tell  posterity  how  burning 
was  his  love,  how  froieo  waa  his  mistress  I  Now,  there's  dignity 
and  superlative  sentiment  both  for  you  1  Let  Swansdown  him- 
self bent  that  if  he  can  I" 

"  Why  what  no  irroolaimable  jester  are  you  I"  oriod  Bel ;  "  I 
do  not  wonder  that  Edward  Hazard  should  be  so  little  serious, 
vith  such  a  companion  I" 

"  Then,  Bol,  you  do  not  like  him?" 
■    "  On  the  oontrary,"  replied  Bel,  "  I  like  bim  exceedingly ; 
as  well  as  a  brother.     But  depend  npon  it,  I  cannot  entertain 
him  in  any  other  relation,  until  perhaps — " 

"  He  hiu  learned  to  be  noro  sentimental  and  scrupulous  in 
bis  behavior,"  iuterrupleJ  her  cousin. 

"  At  lenst,"  said  Be],  in  a  more  serious  manner,  and  evidently 
M  if  she  felt  what  she  said,  "  until  ho  ceases  to  jest  upon  me." 

"  That's  in  oonfidenoe,"  said  Harvey ;  "  I  understand  i 
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Ned  has  some  sohooliDg  to  go  through  jet.  At  all  events,  he 
moBt  not  leaye  Swallow  Bam." 

"  If  you  are  in  earnest,  cousin, — for  indeed  I  do  not  know  how 
to  take  you, — and  he  thinks  of  such  a  thing,  I  should  be  very 
Borry  for  it,"  said  BeL 

During  this  conversation,  Bel  had  taken  Harvey's  arm,  and 
they  had  wandered  towards  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  from 
thence  homeward,  so  much  engrossed  with  the  topics  that  Harvey 
had  brought  into  discussion,  that  Bel  gradually  forgot  her  hawk, 
and  fell  into  a  confidential  communion  upon  a  subject  that  was 
nearer  to  her  feelings  than  she  chose  to  confess.  The  particu- 
lars of  this  further  discourse,  which  was  continued  until  they 
had  reached  the  house,  after  our  arrival  at  The  Brakes,  was  not 
all  related  to  me  by  Harvey  ;  but  the  impression  made  upon  his 
mind  was,  that  Ned  Hazard  had  not  taken  the  pains  to  con- 
ciliate Bel's  favor,  which  the  value  of  the  prize  deserved.  He 
did  not  doubt  that  she  had  an  affection  for  him  ;  but  still,  she 
spoke  as  if  there  were  prejudices  to  be  overcome,  and  scruples  to 
be  conquered,  which  stood  in  the  way  of  her  decision.     Harvey's 

object,  under  all  his  levity  of  manner,  was  to  ascertain  whether 
Ned's  quest  was  hopeless  or  otherwise ;  and  he  had  therefore 

availed  himself  of  the  adventure  of  the  hawk,  to  draw  her  thoughts 
into  the  current  indicated  in  the  above  conversation.  His  con- 
clusion from  it  all  was,  that  Ned  must  either  reform  his  behav- 
ior towards  Bel,  or  relin<|uish  his  pretensions.  Harvey  added, 
'^  Ned  is  falling  rapidly  into  that  privileged  intimacy  that  is  fatal 
to  the  pretensions  of  a  lover.  This  jesting,  careless  friendship 
will  lodge  him,  in  a  short  time,  high  and  dry  upon  a  shoal  in  her 
regard,  where  he  will  become  a  permanent  and  picturesque  land- 
mark. He  will  acquire  the  enviable  distinction  of  a  brother,  as 
she  begins  to  call  him  already,  and  he  wiU  be  certain  to  be 
invited  to  her  wedding." 


iearUal^r^'*^  ^^sifibmr^  w^i^t^ 


THE    AWARD.  239 

gravely  as  if  it  wore  a  state  busiDCSs.  The  best  of  it  is,  Swans- 
down  is  in  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  decision,  and,  with 
yery  little  encouragement,  would  bring  in  a  verdict  against  The 
Brakes.  Philly's  whole  endeavor,  for  the  last  hour,  has  there- 
fore been  to  mystify  the  case  in  such  a  manner  as  to  keep  Swans- 
down  from  insisting  upon  the  inquiry,  whether  the  mill-pond 
oozed  away  in  a  series  of  years,  or  was  carried  of  by  some  violent 
accident  Now,  you  know  it  is  a  fact  of  common  notoriety,  that 
it  was  swept  off  in  a  tremendous  flood.  Philly,  finding  Swans- 
down  likely  to  dwell  on  this  circumstance,  has  made  a  masterly 
diversion  upon  a  point  X)f  law  that  has  happily  quieted  the  gentle- 
man's scruples.  He  says,  the  act  of  God  works  no  man  injury, 
and  that  if  the  dam  has  been  swept  away  suddenly,  it  makes  no 
difference,  because  it  would  have  wasted  away  at  any  rate,  by  this 
time ;  and  that  it  is  extremely  probable  it  was  very  much  dimin- 
ished before  the  flood ;  that  if,  therefore,  it  was  not  an  absolute, 
imperceptible  decrease,  it  was  qtuisi  a  decrease  of  that  nature.  I 
think  Philly  has  written  something  of  this  sort  in  his  report. 
This  jargon  has  so  confounded  Swansdown,  as  to  set  him  to  ^^- 
ing  at  the  ceiling  in  a  brown  study,  and  has  thrown  Mr.  Tracy 
into  an  ecstasy  of  admiration  at  Philly's  learning  and  acuteness. 
All  this  time,  however,  Mr.  Wart  has  had  his  mouth  puckered 
up  with  repressed  laughter,  which  so  affected  me,  that  I  could  not 
remain  in  the  room.  I  have  drunk  half  a  dozen  glasses  of  water, 
and  have  been  thrumming  my  fingers  against  the  window-panes 
ever  since  this  debate  has  been  in  agitation,  merely  to  escape  no- 
tice. Mr.  Tracy  has,  in  consequence,  given  me  some  sharp  re- 
bakes  for  my  inattention  to  the  momentous  principles  that  Philly 
has  been  expounding  In  short,  I  was  obliged  to  make  my  es- 
cape." 

«  Will  they  admit  bystanders,"  asked  Harvey,  « to  be  present 

at  the  deliberation  ?" 
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liaads  were  eprcad  flat  upoD  the  board,  in  such  it  manner  as  to 
throw  his  elbows  directly  oulwards  from  his  body ;  and  he  was 
casting  a  keen  glance  over  the  fit^ld  ol'  papers  thai  lay  unfolded 
hofore  him.  Aa  soon  as  Le  was  aware  of  our  approach,  he  raised 
his  head,  looked  at  us  with  an  expression  of  good  humor,  and  re- 
marked, with  his  usual  slow  uud  distinct  atterance, — 

'*  Our  friends  have  had  a  serious  job  of  it  to-day,"  nodding  to- 
wards the  papers  strewed  over  the  tnble,  **  but  I  believe,  by  dint 
of  poreeveruQoe,  we  have  reached  the  bottom  at  last," 

We  offered  him  our  con gra tula tious  upon  the  event ;  but  he 
absolately  refused  to  allow  us  to  express  any  pleasure  at  his  bbc- 
CC8S,  lest  it  might  be  considered  aa  triumphing  over  his  friend 
Meriwether.  He  declared  that  moderation  in  victory  was  a  aea- 
tiiuent  that  he  desired  particularly  to  evince  iu  tliis  case ;  and  ho 
therefore  cheeked  oar  advanees  with  a  gravity  that  made  us 
laugh.  The  old  gnntleman,  however,  was  too  full  of  his  victory 
to  preserve  his  consistency  in  this  humor ;  for  when  Harvey 
Riggs  insinuated  a  compliment  to  his  judgment,  by  reminding 
him  that  he  had  frequently  predicted  the  result,  whenever  thia 
caae  should  come  to  be  fairly  considered,  he  laughed  outright  for 
some  moments,  with  hia  hand  across  his  eyes,  and  eonoluded  by 
saying — 

"  I  am  not  apt  to  take  up  fancies  unadvisedly.  I  generally 
reflect  upon  ray  grounds.  But,  dogs  take  our  friend  Wart  I  he 
is  for  pruniug  the  case  so  much,  that  he  must  needs  slur  over  aJl 
my  law  touching  the  phraseology  of  the  deed.  Ha,  ha,  ha!  I 
see  his  drift :  he  will  spare  our  friend  Meriwether.  Well,  well  I 
it  is  i)ait«  immaterial  what  shot  brings  down  the  pigeon,  so  that 
wo  get  bini,  ba,  ha,  hn  I" 

•'  A  good  judge,"   said  Mr,  Wart,  speaking  from   the   spot 
where  we  first  found  him,  '■  will  never  decide  more  than  the  case 
requires.     I  uu  not  apt  to  deal  in  oliiier  tliOa." 
11 
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with  fixed  attention,  and  nodding  his  head,  somewhat  in  the  man- 
ner of  one  keeping  time  in  a  concert :  "  I  don't  like  that  word ; 
it  would  imply  that  Mr.  Meriwether  and  myself  have  been  liti- 
gioufl,  which  is  too  strong  a  term." 

Philly  tamed  up  his  eyes  with  a  queer  expression,  inoUned 
his  head  sidewise,  and  raised  one  shoulder  so  as  to  touch  his  ear. 

—  ^  I  wish  you  would  say,  ^  of  the  parties  laying  claim  to  the 
land  in  dispute  ;'  I  think  that  would  be  better."  ^ 

. ''  As  you  please,"  replied  Philly^  approaching  the  table,  and 
alt<ering  the  phrase  in  conformity  with  this  suggestion. 

—  "Of  the  said  parties  claiming  the  land  in  dispute,"  con- 
tinued the  counsellor,  "  have  grown  to  be  dependent  upon  the 
principles  of  law  brought  into  view  by  the  said  facts  and  matters 
in  evidence :  which  said  facts  and  matters  in  evidence  show  that 
the  said  mill-dam,  herein  abovementioned,  was  originally  bounded 
by  courses  and  distances,  as  laid  off  and  described  in  the  survey 
thereof  by  a  certain  Jeremiah  Perkins,  made  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  Gilbert  Tracy  and  E^iward  Hazard,  as  appears  by  the 
said  survey  filed  in  the  proceedings  in  this  case." 

^  I  don't  think  the  site  of  the  dam  was  laid  off  by  course  and 
distance,"  said  Mr.  Tracy,  interrupting  the  lawyer. 

^  The  paper  is  here,"  replied  Philly,  stooping  over  the  table, 
and  producing  it 

Mr.  Tracy  took  it,  and  put  it  down  again.  "  It  must  bo  a 
spurious  document  that,"  he  remarked  gravely. 

The  truth  was,  this  paper,  which  had  been  always  kept  at 
Swallow  Bam,  presented  a  fact  that  completely  overthrew  one  of 
Mr.  Tracy's  strongest  positions,  namely,  that  as  the  deed  granted 
so  much  land  only  as  might  be  used  by  the  dam,  the  portion 
granted  was  necessarily  mi(|able,  and  inoi^ble  of  being  con- 
fined to  specific  boundaries.  This  document  of  the  survey,  there- 
finre,  offended  his  sight  whenever  it  was  produced.    And  as  it 
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>iitlj  been  bronjjbt  to  his  considcratioD,  he  h&d  poD- 
dered  too  long  over  tbc  i:aac,  in  its  otber  aspects,  to  be  able  to 
accomniodate  his  conceptiona  to  tbis  new  state  of  things.  Il  waf 
impossible  to  break  the  crust  of  his  prejudices,  which  now  en- 
Teloped  him  !tke  a  soil  of  maiL 

"  I  thought,"  said  FbiUy,  with  a  oonciliatorj  inclination  of 
bis  bead,  "  ve  had  settled  tbis  point  before." 

"Aje,  aye,''  replied  the  old  gentleman,  reeollectiag  himself, 
"goon,  sir  I"  ' 

"And  it  Lath  also  appeared  that  when  tbc  said  grist-mill 
11  into  disuse  and  deuay,  the  mill-dam  aforesaid  woe  gradually 
Mined  of  the  water  tbevcin  contained,  by  the  action  of  wind  ftnd 
wBatber,  in  Buob  wise  that,  duriug  the  space  of  twentj-one  yeare, 
the  bed  or  site  of  the  naid  diiui  became  derelict  by  alow  and  im- 
perceptible degrees ;  save  aud  except  that  by  a  certain  sCTcre  tem- 
pest, about  tbc  period  of  tbe  vernal  equinox,  iu  the  year  seven- 
teen   liuiidrej    and  ,  the  actual  date  not  being  precisely 

known,  a  portion  of  the  said  dam  was  carried  away ;  which,  being 
the  act  of  God,  tbat  dutb  no  man  harm,  it  ia  considered  ought  not 
to  prejudice  tbc  rights  of  tbe  parties ;  and  tbe  more  especially  as 
it  hatb  appeared  to  these  arbitrators,  that  the  said  mill-dam  bad 
e  that  time  fallen  into  desuetode,  and,  notwitbatanding  the 
wd  tempest,  would,  in  the  nature  of  things,  have  dwindled  down, 
eontractcd,  and  wasted  away  into  the  present  natural  and  original 
channel  of  the  said  Apple-pie  Branch.  And  further,  it  hath  ap- 
peared that  neither  of  tbe  said  parties  litigant  — " 

"  I  will  alter  tbe  word  here  also,"  said  Pbilly,  taking  tbe  pen, 
ud  inserting  tbc  aaine  periphrasis  as  before. 

Mr.  Tracy  nodded,  and  tbe  oounBoUor  proceeded — 
— '-Has  bad  occasion,  daring,  tbe  time  aforesaid,  to  etercise 
iny  acts  of  ownership  over  tbe  said  land,  seeing  that  the  same 
barren   and  unproductire,   and  altogether  an£ 
L  purjiiiBE  of  tillage. — " 
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**  True,"  said  Mr.  Tracy. 

— "Therefore  the  said  arbitrators,  carefully  weighing  the 
said  several  facts  with  full  and  ample  consideration,  and  having 
heard  all  that  the  said  Isaac  Tracy  on  the  one  side,  and  Edward 
Hazard,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  Francis  Meriwether,  on  the 
other  side,  had  to  urge  in  respect  of  their  said  several  preten- 
sions— " 

"•  Devilish  little  on  behalf  of  Frank  }"  whispered  Ned  Hazard. 

— "Do,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  this  refer- 
ence, award,  adjudge,  and  determine,  for  the  complete  and  final 
ending  of  the  said  dispute,  and  for  the  quieting  of  actions  m  all 
time  to  come,  that  the  land  so  left  by  the  recession  of  the  waters 
as  aforesaid,  shall  henceforth  be  deemed  and  taken  as  followeth, 
that  is  to  say ;  all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  eastwardly 
between  the  bank  of  the  said  Apple-pie  Branch,  as  the  same  now 
exists,  and  the  former  margin  of  the  said  mill-dam,  bounding  on 
the  lino  of  the  tract  called  the  Brakes,  is  hereby  declared  to  have 
reverted  to  the  original  proprietors  of  the  said  tract  called  the 
Brakes,  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever:  and  that  the  main 
channel  of  the  said  Apple-pie  Branch  shall  be  the  only  true  and 
established  conterminous  boundary  line  of  the  said  tracts  of  the' 
Brakes  and  Swallow  Bam  respectively." 

"  Very  conclusive  and  satisfactory  I"  cried  Mr.  Tracy,  rising 
from  his  chair. 

"  There  you  are,  gentlemen,"  said  Philly,  throwing  the  paper 
down  upon  the  table,  "  exactly  in  statu  quo  ante  bellum.  It  is 
a  great  thing,  Mr.  Swan^down,  to  pacify  these  border  feuds." 

"  I  have  always  permitted  myself"  replied  the  worthy  thus 
addressed,  "to  indulge  the  hope  that  our  intercession  would 
prove  advantageous  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the  families. 
It  has  been  a  case,  certainly,  attended  with  its  difficulties ;  and 
has  given  rise  to  some  curious  and  recondite  principles  of  juris- 
prudence." 
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obseryable,  that  daring  the  whole  time  that  he  mingled  in  the 
family  groups  where  the  decision  which  had  jnst  been  made  was 
a  subject  of  constant  recurrence,  he  never  permitted  an  expression 
relating  to  it  to  escape  his  lips.  He  sat  but  a  few  moments  after 
the  cloth  was  drawn,  leaving  the  table  in  the  occupation  of  his 
company,  and  retired  to  the  study,  where  he  employed  himself 
amongst  the  papers  belonging  to  the  law-suit. 

As  the  long  afternoon  wore  away,  the  boundary  line  and  all 
its  concerns  were  forgotten  ;  and  our  party  fell  into  the  various 
amusements  their  situation  afiForded.  At  length,  the  hour  came 
for  our  return  to  Swallow  Barn.  Prudence,  at  the  persuasion  cf 
the  ladies,  had  consented  to  remain  during  the  night.  Ned  Haz- 
ard informed  3Ir.  Tracy  that  he  was  requested  by  Meriwether  to 
invite  the  whole  family,  with  Mr.  Swansdown,  to  dinner  at  Swal- 
low Bam  the  next  day.  The  old  gentleman  expressed  great 
pleasure  in  accepting  the  invitation,  and  the  rest  promised  to  keep 
the  appointment  without  fail. 

Having  dispatched  these  matters,  Mr.  Wart  and  Rip  mounted 
their  horses,  and  rode  slowly  down  the  hill  from  the  mansion. 
But  just  as  Hazard,  who  had  delayed  a  moment  after  his  comrades, 
was  leaving  the  door,  his  horse,  grown  restive  by  seeing  his  two 
companions  moving  off,  after  neighing,  and  tossing  up  his  head, 
and  champing  his  bit,  made  a  sudden  start,  broke  his  bridle,  and 
went  off  at  full  speed,  leaping  and  flinging  himself  into  wild  and 
playful  motions  as  he  disappeared  in  the  direction  of  the  road. 

All  pursuit  was  vain.  And  as  it  was  apparent  that  he  would 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  his  own  stable,  Ned  got  into  the  car- 
riage with  the  little  girls  and  myself;  and,  followed  by  Wilful, 
we  were  wheeled  off  from  the  Brakes  as  rapidly  as  old  Carej 
could  urge  his  mettlesome  cattle  forward. 
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iin  wfts  not  above  half  an  hour  high  when  we  touk  our  depu- 
ture  from  the  Brnkea  |  and  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  was  b^in- 
ning  to  yield  to  tlie  partial  diatillation  of  the  dew,  and  the  slow 
invasion  of  the  night  breeze.  The  road  lay  priocipally  along  the 
river,  upon  a  bank  Bomc  ten  or  twelve  feet  above  the  tide,  shaded 
with  low  black-jacks,  dogwood,  cedar,  or  tall  pines.  It  occasionally 
digressed  to  head  an  inlet,  or  thread  a  broke ;  and  aometimes 
extended,  with  a  single  meandering  track,  through  the  neighboring 
fields,  which  were  guarded, — nueording  to  a  eonimon  arrangement 
in  the  Old  Dominion, — by  a  succession  of  peenliarlyineonvenient, 
rickety,  and  weatherworn  gates,  that  dragged  heavily  upon  their 
wooden  hinges,  and  swung  to  again,  with  a  misdirected  aim  at 
their  awkward  bolts,  to  the  imminent  peril  of  the  tails  cf  all  way- 
faring animals  that  travelled  throngh  them. 

In  a  short  time,  we  reached  a  point  where  the  rc^d  turned 
abruptly  from  the  rivor  and  took  an  inland  direction,  niaking  a 
circuit  of  a  mile  or  more,  to  pass  the  famous  Applc-pic,  I'hioh  it 
does  at  some  distance  below  the  old  mill,  so  conspicuous  in  my 
formei'  Bketehes.  At  this  turn  Ned  Hazard  proposed  that  W8 
should  perform  the  rest  of  our  journey  on  foot.  He  wished  to 
show  me  the  Goblin  Swamp ;  a  region  of  marsh,  about  half  n  mile 
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distant,  formed  by  the  diffusion  of  the  Apple-pie  over  the  flat 
grounds,  near  its  confluence  with  the  James  River.  An  old  road 
had  once  traversed  the  swamp  at  this  place  ;  and  the  remains  of 
the  causeway  were  yet,  Ned  affirmed,  sufficiently  solid  to  afford  a 
passage  to  pedestrians ;  besides,  the  Goblin  Swamp  showed  to 
great  advantage  about  twilight. 

We  accordingly  committed  our  little  companions  to  the  guar- 
dianship of  Carey  ;  and,  quitting  the  coach,  entered  a  wood  that 
bordered  the  road,  where  we  soon  found  ourselves  involved  in  a 
labyrinth  of  young  pine-trees  springing  up  so  close  together  as 
almost  to  forbid  a  passage  through  them.  The  ground  was 
strewed  with  a  thick  coat  of  pine-straw, — as  the  yellow  sheddings 
of  this  tree  are  called, — so  slippery  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  walk 
over  it ;  and  the  tangled  branches  caught  in  our  clothes,  and  fre- 
quently struck  our  hats  from  our  heads.  But  we  succeeded  at 
last  in  gaining  an  obscure  path,  so  much  embowered  in  shade  as 
to  be  scarcely  discernible.  This  conducted  us  through  the  mazes 
of  the  wood,  and  in  a  few  moments  we  emerged  upon  the  confines 
of  an  open  country. 

Before  us  lay  a  plain,  surrounded  by  forest  which  in  front 
towered  above  a  copse  that  sprang  from  an  extensive  marsh  at  the 
further  extremity  of  the  plain.  The  earth  was  clothed  with  a 
thin  vesture  of  parched  grass  ;  and  the  still  distinct  furrows  of 
ancient  cornfields  furnished  proof  that  the  tract  had  been,  at  some 
remote  period,  under  cultivation,  but  long  since  abandoned,  per- 
haps on  account  of  its  sterility.  A  few  clumps  of  meagre  persim- 
mon-trees were  scattered  over  this  forsaken  region,  and  deep 
gullies,  washed  into  the  gravelly  soil,  exposed  to  view  its  signal 
poverty. 

Somewhere  near  the  middle  of  this  open  ground  stoo^  a  soli- 
tary, low  brick  chimney,  conspicuous  for  its  ample  fire-place,  and 
surrounded  by  a  heap  of  ruins,  to  which  a  more  striking  air  of 
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region  aeemed  to  be  busy  with  individual  cares  ;  and  the  noctur- 
nal preparations  for  rest  or  prey  resounded  from  every  quarter. 
Hazard,  taking  advantage  of  the  impression  made  by  the 

sombre  imagery  around  us,  as  we  marched  onward  to  the  ruin, 
threw  out  some  hints  that  we  were  now  upon  a  haunted  spot,  and 
began  to  converse  in  a  lower  tone,  and  walk  closer  to  my  side, 
with  an  air  of  mystery  and  fear,  put  on  to  sort  with  the  nature  of 
the  story  he  was  telling.  The  ruin,  he  informed  me,  was  formerly 
the  habitation  of  Mike  Brown,  who  had  strange  doings  with  the 
devil,  and  both  Mike  and  his  companion  were  frequently  seen  in 
the  swamp  after  dark ;  the  negroes,  he  said,  and  many  of  the 
white  people  about  the  country,  held  this  place  in  great  terror ; 
which,  he  believed,  was  one  reason  why  the  road  that  formerly 
crossed  the  marsh  at  this  place,  had  been  disused.  Certainly, 
the  devil  and  Mike  Brown  could  not  have  chosen  a  more  secluded 
and  barren  waste  for  their  pranks. 

At  length  we  reached  the  opposite  side  of  the  plain,  where  it 
became  necessary  to  halt,  and  examine  more  minutely  our  road. 
Ned  was  under  great  embarrassment  to  discover  the  old  causeway. 
The  shrubbery  had  grown  up  so  thick  as  to  render  this  a  task  of 
uncertain  accomplishment  There  were  several  paths  leading 
into  the  morass,  made  by  the  tramp  of  cattle.  These  so  far 
perplexed  my  companion,  that  he  was  obliged  to  confess  his  igno- 
rance of  the  right  way.  We  determined,  however,  to  go  on  ;  the 
approaching  night  began  already  to  darken  our  view,  and  the 
undertaking  seemed  to  be  sufficiently  perilous,  even  in  daylight. 
I  kept  pace  with  Hazard,  and  shared  with  him  the  difficulties  of 
a  path  that  at  every  step  became  more  intricate ;  until,  at  last, 
we  found  ourselves  encompassed  by  deep  pools  of  stagnant  water, 
with  a  footing  no  better  than  that  afforded  by  a  mossy  islet, 
scarcely  large  enough  for  one  person  to  stand  upon,  where  we 
were  obliged  to  cling  to  the  bushes  for  support ;  whilst  the  soft 
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boldly  before  us,  ^  but  an  old  sinner,  who  is  a  little  of  both :  a 
Bort  of  castaway,  that  has  more  gray  hairs  than  brains ;  yet  not 
80  much  of  a  buzzard  as  to  be  ignorant  that  the  round-about  way 
is  often  the  nearest  home."  Hereupon,  the  figure  broke  out  into 
a  loud,  hollow,  and  unnatural  laugh. 

"  What,  Hafen  ?     Is  it  possible  ?  what,  in  the  name  of  the 
foul  fiend,  brings  you  here?"  cried  out  Ned,   recognizing  the 
speaker,  who  was  Hafen  Blok,  a  short,  thick-set,  bandy-legged 
personage,  bearing  all  the  marks  of  an  old  man,  with  a  strangely 
weather-beaten  face,  intersected  by  as  many  drains  as  the  rugged 
slope  of  a  sand-hill.     He  had  a  large  mouth,  disfigured  with  tobac- 
co, and  unprovided  with  any  show  of  teeth.     He  had  moreover  a 
small  upturned  nose,  a  low  forehead,  and  diminutive  eyes  that 
glistened  beneath  projecting  brows  of  grizzled  and  shaggy  hair. 
For  a  man  verging,  upon  sixty-five,  his  frame  was  uncommonly 
yigorous  ;  although  it  was  apparent  that  he  was  lame  of  one  leg. 
His  headgear,  which  had  attracted  our  attention  even  at  a  dis- 
tance, was  nothing  more  than  the  remnant  of  an  antique  cocked 
hat,  now  divested  of  its  flaps,  so  as  to  form  a  close,  round  cap. 
Hb  scraggy  throat  was  covered  with  a  prurient  beard  of  half  an 
inch  in  length,  and  laid  open  to  view  between  the  collar  of  a  coarse 
brown  shirt.     Across  his  arm  was  flung  a  coat  of  some  homely 
material,  with  huge  metal  buttons  appearing  to  view ;  and  his 
trowsers  and  shoes  were  covered  with  the  mud  of  the  swamp.     A 
belt  crossed  his  shoulder,  to  which  was  suspended  a  bag  of  hemp- 
en cloth ;  and  in  his  hand  he  bore  two  or  three  implements  for 
trapping.     There  was  a  saucy  waggishness  in  his  gestures,  of 
which  the  efifect  was  heightened  by  the  fox-like  expression  of  his 
countenance,  and  the  superlatively  vagabond  freedom  of  his  man- 
ners. 

"  You  are  well  met,  Hafen,"  continued  Ned.  "  The  devil  of 
the  swamp  could  never  have  sent  us  a  better  man.  How  are  we 
to  get  through  the  bog?" 
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"  It  is  easy  enough,  Mister  Ned  Hatard,  for  a  traveller  who 
[BOWS  a  tossock  from  a  bulmsli,"  replied  Hafen. 

"And  pray,  bow  old  should  ho  be  to  arrive  at  that  kwm- 

"  He  eboold  be  old  enough  to  catoh  a  black  snake  In  the  water, 
Kister  Ned ;  or,  at  least,  he  ought  to  bare  cut  his  cye-t«eth,"  said 
Hafcn,  with  another  of  bis  strange,  hollow  laughs. 

lur  jest  for  dryland,  old  follow  I"  interrupted  Hiiard, 
I  *  ftnd  tell  UB  plainly  how  we  shall  find  oar  way  to  Swallow  Barn 
F-irithout  going  round." 

"  They  who  have  the  folly  to  get  in,  ought  to  carry  wit  enough 
r^With  them  to  get  oat,"  replied  Ilafcn  dryly. 

''  Come,  old  gcutlemnn,"  said  Ned,  with  a  tone  of  entreaty, 
['"we  aball  take  an  ague  if  you  keep  tia  here.     It  grows  late;  and 
I  ■'if  we  can  save  a  mile  by  eroasiag  the  swsnip,  who  knows  but 
a  may  be  all  the  better  for  it  when  we  get  eafo  to  the  other 
■ide?" 

"  Yon  Bee,  air,"  said  Hafen,  with  more  tespeet  in  bis  niaaner 
than  before,  "  a  fool's  counsel  is  sometimes  worth  the  weighing ; 
old  dog.  you  know,  Mister  Ned,  can't  alter  his  way  of  bark- 
>  you  and  that  gentlemen  must  exeuse  my  saucy  tongue  ; 
.Kad  if  you  will  follow  me,  I  will  put  you  across  the  swamp  as  olean 
a  bridge  of  gold.  Though  I  don't  mean  to  inaifiuate,  Mister 
iKnrd,  that  you  couldn't  soon  loam  the  way  yourself" 
Saying  this,  ho  eondocted  us  back  to  the  margin  of  the  marsh, 
id  passing  some  distance  higher  up,  entered  the  thicket  again 
by  the  path  of  llie  old  causeway,  along  which  we  proceeded  with 
no  other  caution  than  carefully  to  step  iu  the  places  pointed  ont 
by  Hufen,  who  led  the  way  with  the  vigorous  motion  of  a  man  in 
tiie  prime  of  life  ;  and  in  a  brief  apace  we  found  ourselves  in  safety 
JBB  the  oppositi!  side. 

Here  we  gave  our  guide  a  liberal  reward  for  hia  sen 
■irllich  so  elated  the  old  man  as  to  rouse  all  his  talkativenea 
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Hafen  is  a  person  of  some  notoriety  in  this  district.  He  is  a 
Hessian  by  birth,  and  came  to  America  with  Count  Donop,  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  as  a  drummer,  not  above  fourteen  years 
old ;  and  he  was  present  at  the  action  at  Red  Bank  on  the  Dela- 
ware, when  that  unfortunate  officer  met  his  fate.  He  was  after- 
wards engaged  in  the  southern  campaigns,  when  be  found  means 
to  desert  to  the  American  lines  in  time  to  witness  the  surrender 
of  Lord  Comwallis.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Hafen  took  up  his 
quarters  in  the  neighborhood  of  Williamsburg,  where  he  set  up 
the  trade  of  a  tinker,  as  being  most  congenial  with  his  vagrant 
propensities.  Being  a  tolerable  performer  on  the  violin,  he 
contrived  to  amass  a  sufficient  capital  to  purchase  an  instrument, 
with  which  he  ever  afterwards  sweetened  his  cares  and  divided 
his  business,  wandering  through  the  country,  whore  he  mended 
the  kettles,  and  fiddled  himself  into  the  good  graces,  of  every 
family  within  the  circuit  of  his  peregrinations.  This  career  was 
interrupted  by  but  one  episode,  which  happened  in  the  year 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  when,  being  attacked  by  an 
unusual  restlessness,  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  and  marched  with 
8i  Clair  against  the  Indians.  The  peppering  he  got  in  the 
disastrous  event  of  that  expedition,  brought  him  home  in  the 
following  year  with  a  more  pacific  temper  and  a  lame  leg.  It  was 
like  Cincinnatus  returning  to  his  plough.  He  took  up  his  nippers 
and  fiddle  again,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  afiFairs  of  the  kitchen 
and  parlor.  Being  one  of  those  mortals  whose  carelessness  of 
accommodation  is  mathematically  proportioned  to  their  aversion 
to  labor,  Hafen  was  equally  idle  and  ragged,  and  contrived  gener- 
ally, by  a  shrewd  and  droll  humor,  to  keep  himself  in  good  quar- 
ters, though  upon  a  footing  that  rendered  him  liable  at  all  times 
to  be  dismissed  without  ceremony.  He  has  always  been  distin- 
guished for  his  stores  of  old  ballads ;  and  the  women  about  the 
families  where  he  gained  a  seat  in  the  corner  of  the  kitchen  fire, 
were  indebted  to  him  for  the  most  accepted  versibus  of  the  Gosport 
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'jfragedy,  Billy  Taylor,  and  some  other  lamentable  ditties  record- 
iBg  the  fates  of  "  true  tovjers"  and  ''  ladies  fair  and  free,"  whieli 
he  taugiit  tliciu  to  Biug  id  long  metre,  with  a  toucUitig  udne^ 
and  agreeably  to  their  authentic  nasal  tunes.  Besides  this,  be 
VSB  the  depositary  of  much  of  the  legendary  lore  of  the  Iloighbo^ 
hood,  picked  up  from  the  old  people  of  the  B evolutionary  time: 
and,  according  to  his  own  account,  he  had  a  familiar  aoquaiotanoe 
witb  Buodry  witches,  and  was  on  good  torms  with  every  rcpatabic 
ghost  that  haunted  any  house  along  the  James  river. 

These  characteristics  gave  him  many  immunities,  and  often 
gained  htm  access  tu  botvcr  aud  hall ;  and  as  he  was  gifted  witb 
ft  sagaoity  which  always  knen  how  to  flatter  his  patrons,  be  was 
tttkiversally  regarded  as  a  wcU'iiieaDing,  worthless,  idle  stroller, 

'frha,  if  be  could  not  make  himself  useful,  vaa  at  least  in  nobody's 
way.  On  all  festive  occasions  his  violin  was  an  ample  recom- 
nendation ;  aud  as  he  could  tell  fortunes,  and  sing  queer  old 
songs,  he  was  oonueotod  in  the  imaginations  of  the  younger  folks 
vitb  agreeable  associations.  Prom  these  causes  he  was  seldom 
■n  unweloonie  visitant ;  and  not  being  fastidious  on  the  score  of 
personal  entertainment,  ho  was  well  content  to  get  his  supper  in 
the  kitchen,  a  dram, — for  whi«b  he  had  the  craving  of  the  dangh- 
tet  of  tho  horaeleeoh, — and  the  privilege  of  a  corner  in  the  hay- 

Of  late  Hafon  had  lost  some  favor  hy  his  increasing  propcu- 

I  aily  for  drink,  and  by  the  suspieioo,  that  stood  ap<in  pretty  strong 

.proofs,  of  not  being  over  scrupulous  in  his  regard  for  the  rights 

f  property.     Besides,  for  many  years  post,  his  tinkering  had 

fellcn  into  disuse,  by  reason,  as  be  said,  of  these  Tonkee  pcdlers 

I    4reaking  up  his  honest  calling.     So  that,  at  this  time,  Hafen  may 

be  considered  like  an  old  hr>und  vrbose  nose  has  grown  cold,    Ilh 

mpluymcnts  are,  in  consequenoe,  of  a  muob  more  miaoellaneous 

^  .«]iaraater  Uian  formerly. 
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Such  was  the  individoal  who  had  rescued  us  from  the  perils 
of  the  swamp,  and  who  now,  having  brought  us  to  firm  ground, 
had  no  further  pretext  for  keeping  our  company.  But  he  was  not 
80  easily  shaken  off.  His  predominant  love  of  gossip  took  advan- 
tage of  the  encouragement  he  had  already  met,  and  he  therefore 
strode  resolutely  in  our  footsteps,  a  little  in  the  rear,  talking 
partly  to  himself  and  partly  to  us,  without  receiving  any  response. 
At  length,  finding  that  no  further  notice  was  likely  to  be  taken 
of  him,  he  ventured  to  say,  in  a  doubtful  tone— 

"  The  next  time  the  gentlemen  have  a  fancy  to  cross  this  ^ay, 
perhaps  they'll  think  a  few  pennies  in  the  tinker's  pouch,  better 
than  a  pair  of  swamp  stockings." 

"•  And  many  thanks  beside,  Hafen,"  said  I.  ^^  But  how  came 
yc  a  to  be  so  close  at  hand  this  evening?" 

"  0  sir,"  replied  Hafen,  availing  himself  of  this  overture,  and 
coming  up  to  our  side,  ^'  bless  you !  this  is  a  quite  natural  sort  of 
place  to  me.  I  am  too  good  for  nothing  to  be  afraid  of  spirits, 
for  I  am  not  worth  the  devil's  fetching,  sir ;"  here  he  laughed  in 
his  usual  singular  way.  "  The  swamp  is  a  very  good  mother  to 
me.  although  I  am  a  simple  body,  and  can  pick  up  a  penny  where 
rich  folks  would  never  think  of  looking  for  it." 

"  How  is  that  ?"  I  asked.  * 

"  There  is  a  power  of  muskrats  about  these  parts,  sir,"  he  re- 
plied, "  and  with  the  help  of  these  tools,"  holding  up  his  snares, 
'- 1  can  sometimes  gather  a  few  ninepences  with  no  more  cost  than 
a  wet  pair  of  breeches,  which  is  fisherman's  luck,  sir,  and  of  no 
account,  excepting  a  little  rheumatism,  and  not  even  that,  if  a  man 
has  plenty  of  this  sort  of  physio." 

So  saying,  he  thrust  his  hand  into  his  bag,  and  pulled  out  a 
green  flask  that  contained  a  small  supply  of  whiskey. 

"  Perhaps  the  gentlemen  wouldn't  be  above  taking  a  taste  them- 
gelves?"  he  continued,  "for  it's  a  mighty  fine  thing  against  the 
aime." 


Wo  excused  oursulvca  ;  and  Hafen  put  the  flask  to  hts  noaA, 
i  Bmuking  Ilia  lips  as  ho  ooucludeU  laa  draught,  obscrvcd— 
"  It's  a  kind  of  milk  for  old  [Mtopic  and  not  bftd  for  5000^ 
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"What  sacoess  have  you  had  to-day,  with   yonr  traps?"  1 

iiKjuired. 

"  I  have  come  off  poorly,"  ho  replied  ;  "  the  vermin  are  getting 
shy,  Bad  uot  like  what  they  used  to  be.  Kow,  I  have  got  no  more 
than  two  rnts.     Some  days  even  I  don't  get  that  much." 

Then,  I  take  it,  Hofen,  you  do  not  thrive  muck  in  the  worlH," 
I  remarked. 

Ah,  sir,"  replied  ITafen,  still  holding  the  flask  in  his  hand, 
bcgiuning  to  moratJEe,  "  it  is  a  groat  help  to  a  mail's  con- 
■nenoe  to  know  that  lie  earns  his  bread  lawfully  -  a  poor  man's 
tonestj  ia  as  good  as  a  rich  man's  gold.  I  am  a  hobbling  sort  of 
person,  and  no  better  than  I  ought  to  he,  but  I  never  saw  any 
good  oome  oat  of  Jfeeil.  Virtue  is  its  own  reward,  as  the  parson 
says ;  and  away  goes  the  devil  when  he  finds  the  door  shut  against 
Iiim,  I  am  no  scholar,  but  I  have  found  that  out  vithoiit  read- 
ing books — '' 

At  this  moment  the  half-smothered  clnok  of  a  fowl  was  heard 
from  Hafen's  b^. 

"  God  never  sends  mouths,"  continued  Hafen,  "  bnt  he  sends 
meat,  and  any  man  who  has  sense  enough  to  be  honest,  will  never 
want  wit  to  know  how  to  live ;  but  he  must  plough  with  suoh 
oxen  OB  he  has :  some  people  have  bad  names,  but  all  are  not 
thieves  that  dogs  bark  at." 

"  So,  yon  have  only  taken  two  muskrata  to-day?"  said  Hei. 
"  Have  yon  nothing  else  in  the  bag?" 

"Nothing  else,  Mister  Hazard," 

"Are  they  dead  or  alive?"  asked  Ned, 

"  Oh  dead  1  dead  as  old  Adam  )  they  were  swin^ng  I: 


B  long  enough  ti 


eliv 


s  out  of  them." 
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^This  swamp  is  haunted,  Hafen,"  said  Ned  archly. 

^  Yes,  sir,"  replied  Hafen,  '^  there  are  certainly  some  queer 
doings  here  sometimes.  But,  for  my  share,  I  never  saw  any 
thing  in  these  hobgoblins  to  make  an  honest  man  afraid.  All 
that  you  have  to  do  is  to  say  your  prayers,  and  that  will  put 
any  devilish  thing  out  of  heart." 

^  Did  yon  ever  know  a  dead  muskrat,"  asked  Ned,  "•  to  be 
changed  into  a  live  pullet  ?  Now,  master  honest  tinker !  I  can 
conjure  up  a  devil  to  do  that  very  thing." 

Here  Hafen  put  on  a  comic  leer,  and  hesitated  for  a  moment, 
as  if  collecting  himself,  whilst  he  was  heard  giving  out  a  confused 
chuckling  laugh.     At  length  he  observed, — 

"  Mister  ^ed  Hazard  has  always  got  some  trick.  I  often  tell 
folks  Mister  Hazard  is  a  pleasant  man." 

^  See  now,"  said  Hazard,  striking  the  bag  with  his  hand, 
"  does  not  that  sound  marvellously  like  a  clucking  hen  ?" 

^  Oh,  I  grant  you,"  exclaimed  Hafen,  assuming  a  tone  of  sur- 
prise, ^^  I  had  like  to  have  forgotten ;  when  I  said  there  was 
nothing  but  the  rats  in  my  bag,  I  set  no  account  upon  a  pullet 
that  Sandy  Walker  gave  me  this  evening,  for  putting  a  few  rivets 
in  his  copper  stilL" 

"  Gome,  Hafen,"  said  Ned,  "  no  lies  amongst  friends.  Sandy 
Walker  never  owned  a  still  in  his  life." 

*•  Did  I  say  a  still.  Mister  Hazard?  I  spoke  in  a  sort  of  un- 
certain way,  which  was  as  much  as  to  signify, — "  said  Hafen, 
puzzling  his  brain  for  a  better  account  of  the  matter,  and  twisting 
his  face  into  some  shrewd  contortions,  which  at  last  ended  by  his 
coming  close  to  Hazard,  and  putting  his  finger  against  his  nose, 
as  he  said  in  a  half  whisper,  "  it  was  an  old  grudge  against  Sandy 
that  I  had,  upon  account  of  his  abusing  me  before  company  for 
drinking,  and  insinuating  that  I  made  free  with  a  shirt  that  his 
wife  lost  from  the  line  in  a  high  wind,  last  April,  and  some  other 
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old  scores  I  had.  So,  I  thought  a  pullet  was  small  dam^es 
enough  for  such  a  scandal.  Pick-up  law  is  the  cheapest  law  for  a 
poor  man,  Mister  Hazard ;  and  possession  is  nine  points  oat  of 
ten.     Isn't  that  true  ?"     Here  he  laughed  again. 

^  I  think  a  gentleman  who  hrags  so  much  of  his  honesty  and 
virtue,  might  practise  a  better  code.  But  as  between  joa  and 
Sandy,"  said  Ned,  "  your  merits  are  so  nearly  equal,  that  take 
what  you  can,  and  keep  what  you  get,  is  a  pretty  sound  rule  ]  al- 
though you  are  like  to  get  the  best  of  that  bargain." 

'^  Oh,"  replied  Hafen,  ^  I  want  nothing  more  than  justioe." 

The  night  was  now  closing  in  fast  We  were  walking  along 
a  narrow  tongue  of  land  which  stretehed  into  the  swamp,  from 
the  bosom  of  which,  on  cither  side,  arose  a  forest  of  lofty  trees, 
whoso  topmost  branches  were  traced  upon  the  sky  with  that  bold 
configuration  that  may  be  remarked  at  the  twilight,  whilst  the 
dusk  rapidly  thickened  below,  and  flung  its  increasing  gloom 
upon  our  path.  Here  and  there  a  lordly  cypress  occurred  to 
view,  springing  forth  from  the  stagnant  pool,  and  reposing  in  lurid 
shade.  Half  sunk  in  ooze,  rotted  the  bole  and  bough  of  fallen 
trees,  coated  with  pendent  slime.  The  ground  over  which  we 
trod  took  an  easy  impression  from  our  footsteps  ;  and  the  chilling 
vapor  of  the  marsh,  mingled  with  the  heavy  dew,  was  to  be  felt 
in  the  dampness  of  our  clothes,  and  compelled  us  to  button  up 
our  coat5.  " 

This  dreary  region  was  neither  silent  nor  inanimate  ;  but  its 
inhabitants  corresponded  to  the  genius  of  the  place.  Clouds  of 
small  insects,  crossed  now  and  then  by  a  whizzing  beetle,  played 
their  fantastip  gambols  around  our  heads,  displaying  their  minuto 
and  active  forms  against  the  western  horizon,  as  they  marshalled 
us  upon  our  way.  The  night-hawk  arose,  at  intervals,  with  a 
hoarse  scream  into  this  fadiog  light,  and  swept  across  it  with  a 
graceful  motion,  sometimes  whirling  so  near  that  we  could  hear 
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the  rush  of  his  wing,  and  discern  the  white  and  speotral  spot  upon 
it,  as  he  darted  past  our  eyes.  Thousands  of  fire-flies  lit  up  the 
gloom,  and  sped  about  like  sprites  in  masquerade ;  at  one  mo- 
ment lifting  their  masks,  as  if  to  allure  pursuit,  and  instantly . 
again  vanishing,  as  in  a  prankish  jest.  A  populous  congregation 
of  frogs  piped  from  the  secret  chambers  of  the  fen  with  might  and 
main.  The  whip-poor-will  reiterated,  with  a  fatiguing  and  me- 
lancholy recurrence,  his  sharp  note  of  discord.  The  little  catadid 
pierced  the  air  with  his  shrill  music.  The  foxfire, — as  the  coun- 
try people  call  it, — ^glowed  hideously  from  the  cold  and  matted 
bosom  of  the  marsh  ;  and,  far  from  us,  in  the  depths  of  darkness, 
the  screech-owl  sat  upon  his  perch,  brooding  over  the  slimy  pool, 
and  whooping  out  a  dismal  curfew,  that  fell  upon  the  air  like  the 
cries  of  a  tortured  ghost.  '^ 

We  trudged  briskly  upon  our  way,  but  almost  without  ex- 
changing words ;  for  the  assemblage  of  striking  objects  in  the 
scene  had  lulled  us  into  silence.  I  do  not  wonder  that  a  solitary 
traveller  should  grow  superstitious,  amidst  such  incentives  to  his 
imagination.  Hafen  followed  our  steps,  and,  as  I  fancied,  com- 
pletely subdued  by  faintheartedness.  I  thought  he  walked  closer 
on  our  skirts  than  a  man  perfectly  at  ease  would  do,  and  his  lo- 
quacity was  entirely  gone.  He  firmly  believed  in  the  stories  of 
the  Goblin  Swamp,  and  I  was  anxious  to  get  them  from  bis  own 
lips,  as  Hazard  had  given  me  to  understand  that  I  could  not 
meet  a  better  chronicler.  With  this  purpose,  I  gave  him  timely 
encouragement  to  follow  us  to  Swallow  Barn.  And  now,  having 
passed  the  confines  of  the  wood,  we  found  but  little  to  attract  our 
attention  for  the  rest  of  the  journey. 

"  You  must  tell  me  the  story  of  Mike  Brown  to-night,"  said  I 
to  Hafen,  as  I  invited  him  to  bear  us  company. 

In  an  instant,  Hafen's  imagination  was  full  of  thd  comforts 
of  the  kitchen  at  Swallow  Barn,  as  well  as  of  the  self-consequenoe 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


STORY-TELLING. 


In  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  for  a  good  many  years  after- 
wards, Old  Nick  enjoyed  that  solid  popularity  which,  as  Lord 
Mansfield  expressed  it,  follows  a  man's  actions  rather  than  is 
sought  after  by  them.  But  in  our  time  he  is  manifestly  falling 
into  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf,  especially  in  the  Atlantic  States. 
Like  those  dilapidated  persons  who  have  grown  out  at  elbows  by 
sticking  too  long  to  a  poor  soil,  or  who  have  been  hustled  out  of 
their  profitable  prerogatives  by  the  competition  of  upstart  num- 
bers, his  spritish  family  has  moved  off,  with  bag  and  baggage,  to 
the  back  settlements.  This  is  certain,  that  in  Virginia  he  is  not 
seen  half  so  often  now  .as  formerly.  A  traveller  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion may  now  wander  about  of  nights  as  dark  as  pitch,  over 
commons,  around  old  churches,  and  through  graveyards,  and  all 
the  while  the  rain  may  be  pouring  down  with  its  solemn  hissing 
sound,  and  the  thunder  may  be  rumbling  over  his  head,  and  the 
wind  moaning  through  the  trees,  and  the  lightning  flinging  its 
sulphurous  glare  across  the  skeletons  of  dead  horses,  and  over  the 
grizzly  rawheads  upon  the  tombstones ;  and,  even,  to  make  the 
case  stronger,  a  drunken  cobbler  may  be  snoring  hideously  in  the 
church  door,  (being  overtaken  by  the  storm  on  his  way  home,) 
and  every  flash  may  show  his  livid,  dropsical,  earbuncled  face, 
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was  heard  once  or  twice  to  blow  oat  a  stream  of  smoke  from  his 
mouth,  and  say  "  baldcrbash  !" — an  epithet  in  common  use  with 
him.  But  there  were  Ned  and  myself  close  beside  Hafen ;  and 
Rip,  who  sat  on  the  steps  in  the  open  air,  with  his  head  occasion- 
ally turned  over  his  shoulder,  looking  up  at  the  story-teller  with 
the  most  marked  attention  :  and  lastly,  there  were  sundry  wide- 
mouthed  negroes,  children  and  grown,  who  were  clustered  into  a 
dusky  group  beneath  the  parlor  window,  just  where  a  broad  ray 
of  candlelight  fell  upon  them ;  and  who  displayed  their  white 
teeth,  like  some  of  Old  Nick's  own  brood,  as  they  broke  out  now 
and  then  into  hysterical,  cowardly  laughs,  and  uttered  ejacula- 
tions of  disbelief  in  Hafen's  stories  that  showed  the  most  implicit 
faith. 


MIKE    BROWN. 


Mike  Brown  was  a  blacksmith,  who  belonged  to  Harry  Lee's 
light-horse,  and  shod  almost  all  the  hoofs  of  the  legion.  He  was 
a  jolly,  boisterous,  red-faced  fellow,  with  sandy  hair,  and  light 
blue  eyes  so  exceedingly  blood-shot,  that  at  a  little  distance  off 
you  could  hardly  tell  that  they  were  eyes  at  all.  He  had  no  lei- 
sure, during  the  Revolutionary  war,  to  get  them  clarified  ;  for 
what  with  the  smoke  of  his  furnace,  and  keeping  late  hours  on 
patroles,  and  hard  drinking,  his  time  was  filled  up  to  the  entire 
disparagement  of  his  complexion.  He  was  a  stark  trooper,  to 
whom  no  service  came  amiss,  whether  at  the  anvil  or  in  the  field, 
having  a  decisive  muscle  for  the  management  of  a  piece  of  hot 
iron,  and  an  especial  knack  for  a  marauding  bout ;  in  which  latter 
species  of  employment  it  was  his  luck  to  hold  frequent  velitations 
with  the  enemy,  whereby  he  became  notorious  for  picking  up 
ttngglers,  cutting  off  baggage-wagons,  and  rifling  rom-oasks,  and 
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noir  autl  then,  for  casing  a  prisoner  of  his  v.ilnablea.  He  ooali 
haodlo  u  broadaword  as  naturaUy  as  a  sledgc-lianmier;  and  man; 
a  time  lias  Mike  brandished  Lis  blade  above  Lis  bearer,  and  made 
it  glitter  in  the  sun,  witli  a  true  dragoon  flourish,  whilst  he  gave 
tho  huzza  to  his  companions  aa  he  headed  an  onset  upon  Tarleton'a 
oavulry. 

Towards  tho  close  of  the  war,  he  aerred  with  Colonel  Wash- 
ington, and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  sergeant  for  leading  a 
party  of  the  enemy  into  an  ambuscade  ;  and,  in  addition  to  this 
honor,  the  oolonol  made  him  a  present  of  a  full  suit  of  regimen- 
tals, in  which,  they  say,  Mike  was  a  proper-looking  fellow.  His 
blnek  leather  cap,  with  a  strip  of  bearskin  over  it,  and  a  white 
buok-tftil  set  on  one  side,  gave  a  martial  fierceness  to  his  red  flan- 
nel face,  A  shad-bellied  blue  bobtail  coat,  turned  up  with  broad 
buff,  and  meeting  at  the  pit  of  his  stomach  with  a  hook  and  eye, 
was  well  adapted  to  show  the  breadth  of  his  brawny  chest,  which 
was  usually  uuco^-ered  enough  to  reveal  the  shaggy  mat  of  rod 
hair  that  grew  upon  it  A  buckskin  belt,  fastened  round  his 
waist  by  au  iramcnae  brass  buckle,  sustatued  a  sabre  that  rattled 
upon  the  ground  when  ho  walked.  His  yellow  leather  breeches 
were  remarkable  for  the  ajr  of  ostentatious  foppery  which  they 
imparted  to  the  vast  hemisphere  of  his  nether  bulk  ;  and,  taken 
together  with  his  ample  horseman's  boots,  gave  the  richest  effect 
to  his  short  and  thick  legs,  that,  thus  upparciled,  might  be  said  to 
be  gorgeous  specimens  of  the  Egyptiau  column. 

Such  was  the  equipment  of  Sergeant  Brown  on  all  fostivsl 
occasions ;  and  he  was  said  to  be  not  a  little  proud  of  this  reward 
of  valor.  On  work  days  he  eshibited  an  old  pair  of  glazed,  brown 
buckskin  small-olothcs,  eoarac  woollen  stockings,  eovcrcd  with 
spatterdashes  made  of  uulinued  doer  hide,  and  shoes  garnished 
with  immense  pewter  buckles ;  though,  as  to  the  stockings,  he  did 
aot  always  wear  them.     Hose  or  no  hose,  it  was  all  the  si 
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Mike !  I  am  minute  in  mentioning  the  regimentals,  because,  for  a 
long  time  after  the  war,  Sergeant  Mike  was  accustomed  to  indue 
himself  in  this  identical  suit  on  Sundays,  and  strut  about  with  the 
air  of  a  commander-in-chief 

Mike's  skill  in  horseshoes  rendered  him  very  serviceable  in 
the  campaigns.  On  a  damp  morning,  or  over  sandy  roads,  he 
could  trail  Tarleton  like  a  hound.  It  was  only  for  Mike  to  ex- 
amine the  prints  upon  the  ground,  and  he  could  tell,  with  aston- 
ishing precision,  whether  the  horses  that  had  passed  were  of  his 
own  shoeing,  how  many  were  in  company,  how  long  they  had  gone 
by,  and  whether  at  a  gallop,  a  trot,  or  a  walk  ;  whether  they  had 
halted,  or  had  been  driving  cattle,  and,  in  fact,  almost  as  many 
particulars  as  might  be  read  in  a  bulletin.  Upon  such  occasions, 
when  appearances  were  favorable,  he. had  only  to  get  a  few  of  his 
dare-devils  together,  and  Tarleton  was  sure  to  have  some  of  Ser- 
geant Brown's  sauce  in  his  pottage,  before  he  had  time  to  say 
grace  over  it. 

Mike  used  always  to  commence  these  adventures  by  drinking 
the  deviPs  health,  as  he  called  it ;  which  was  done,  very  devoutly, 
in  a  cup  of  rum  seasoned  with  a  cartridge  of  gunpowder,  which, 
he  said,  was  a  charm  against  sword  cuts  and  pistol  shot.  When 
his  expedition  was  ended,  he  generally  called  his  roll,  marked 
down  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  by  the  scratch 
of  his  black  thumb-nail,  and  then  returned  the  dingy  scroll  into 
his  pocket,  with  a  knowing  leer  at  the  survivors,  and  the  pithy 
apothegm,  which  he  repeated  with  a  sincere  faith,  ^'  that  the  devil 
was  good  to  his  own."  This  familiarity  with  the  "old  gentleman," 
as  Mike  himself  termed  him,  added  to  his  trooper-like  accomplish- 
ment of  swearing  till  he  made  people's  hair  stand  on  end,  begat  a 
common  belief  in  the  corps  that  ho  was  on  very  significant  terms 
with  his  patron;  and  it  was  currently  said, "  that  Mike  Brown  and 
the  devil  would  one  day  be  wearing  each  other's  shirts." 


regimentals  in  tolerable  repair ;  and  a  ra 
spavined  by  service  : — to  sav  nothing  c 
arm  as  full  of  sinew  as  an  ox's  leg.     Con 
he  concluded  himself  to  be  a  well-furnisl 
and  began  to  cast  about  in  what  way 
laurels,  and  the  case  the  gods  had  made 
In  his  frequent  ruminations  over  thi 
fell  into  some  shrewd  calculations  upon 
fort  which  were  likely  to  accrue  from 
partnership.*   There  was  at  that  time  a 
bearing  the  name  of  Mistress  Ruth  Si 
'\p\  landing  near  Swallow  Barn.     This  dam 


iif' 


-I 


the  wane,  and,  together  with  her  mothei 
of  ground  on  the  river,  upon  which  was  c 
frame  house,  the  very  tenement  now 
jtr*  Walker.     Here  her  sire  had,  in  his  1 

^l."^  tavern  for  the  accommodation  of  the  v 

the  landing.  The  widow  did  not  choose 
trade,  and  therefore  kept  up  the  house ; 
of  the  hostelry  fell  upon  the  indefatigab 
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ooTild  find  an  excuse  for  getting  together.  And  such  had  been 
Mike's  habits  of  free  entertainment  in  the  army,  that  ho  acquired 
some  celebrity  for  serving  his  comrades  in  the  same  manner  that 
he  had  been  used  to  treat  the  old  Continental  Congress ;  that  is, 
he  left  them  pretty  generally  to  pay  his  scot. 

By  degrees,  he  began  to  be  sensible  to  the  slow  invasion  of  the 
tender  passion,  which  stole  across  his  ferruginous  bosom  like  a 
volume  of  dun  smoke  through  a  smithy.  He  hung  about  the  bar- 
room with  the  languishing  interest  of  a  lover,  and  took  upon  him- 
self sundry  minute  cares  of  the  household,  that  excused  some  in- 
crease of  familiarity.  He  laughed  very  loud  whenever  Mistress 
Kuth  affected  to  be  witty ;  and  pounced,  with  his  huge  ponderous 
paws,  upon  the  glasses,  pitchers,  or  other  implements  which  the 
dame  fixed  her  eye  upon,  as  needful  in  the  occasions  of  her  calling : 
not  a  little  to  the  peril  of  the  said  articles  of  furniture : — ^for 
Mike's  clutch  was  none  of  the  gentlest,  in  his  softest  moods.  In 
short,  his  assiduities  soon  made  him  master  of  the  worshipful 
Mistress  Kuth,  her  purse  and  person.  She  had  seen  the  devil, 
according  to  the  common  computation,  three  times,  and  had  been 
80  much  alarmed  at  his  last  visit  that — the  story  goes — she  swore 
an  oath  that  she  would  marry  his  cousin-german,  rather  than  be 
importuned  by  his  further  attentions.  There  is  no  knowing  what 
a  woman  will  do  under  such  circumstances  !  I  believe  myself, 
that  Mistress  Ruth  chose  sergeant  Mike  principally  on  account  of 
his  well  known  dare-devil  qualities. 

The  dame  whose  worldly  accomplishments  and  personal  charms 
had  dissolved  the  case-hardened  heart  of  the  redoubted  black- 
smith of  the  legion,  was  altogether  worthy  of  her  lord.  A  suc- 
cession of  agues  had  spun  her  out  into  a  thread  some  six  feet  long. 
A  tide-water  atmosphere  had  given  her  an  ashen,  dough  face, 
sprinkled  over  with  constellations  of  freckles,  and  exhibiting  fea- 
tores  Bomewhat  tart  from  daily  orosses.     Her  thin,  bluish  lips  had 
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The  eldest  boy  was  bred  up  to  his  father's  trade  ;  that  is,  he 
flirted  a  horse-tail  tied  to  a  stick,  all  day  long  in  summer,  to  keep 
the  flies  from  the  animals  that  were  brought  to  be  shod  ;  at  which 
sleepy  employment  Mike  was  wont  to  keep  the  youngster's  atten- 
tion alive  by  an  occasional  rap  across  the  head,  or  an  unpremedi- 
tated application  of  his  foot  amongst  the  rags  that  graced  the 
person  of  the  heir-apparent.  Upon  this  system  of  training,  it  is 
reported,  there  were  many  family  differences  betwixt  Mike  and 
his  spouse,  and  some  grievously  disputed  fields.  But  Mike's 
muscle  was  enough  to  settle  any  question.  So  that  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  the  suffering  Kuth  should  sometimes  have  taken 
to  flight,  and  had  recourse  to  her  tongue. 

In  this  way,  the  spoiler  Discord  stealthily  crept  into  the  little 
Eden  of  the  Browns ;  and  from  one  flower-bed  advanced  to 
another,  until  he  made  himself  master  of  the  whole  garden. 
Quarrels  then  became  a  domestic  diversion ;  and  travellers  along 
the  road  could  tell  when  the  patriarch  Mike  was  putting  his  house- 
hold in  order,  by  the  sound  of  certain  lusty  thwacks  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  interior,  and  the  frequent  apparition  of  a  young 
elf  darting  towards  the  shop,  with  one  hand  scratching  his  head, 
and  the  other  holding  up  what  seemed  a  pair  of  trowsers,  but 
which,  in  reality,  were  Mike's  old  leather  breeches.  The  custo- 
mers at  the  shop,  too,  affirmed  that  it  was  a  usual  thing  to  hear 
Mistress  Brown  talking  to  herself,  for  two  or  three  hours,  in  an 
amazingly  shrill  key,  after  Mike  had  gone  to  his  anvil.  And 
some  persons  wont  so  far  as  to  say,  that  in  the  dead  hour  of  night, 
in  the  worst  weather,  voices  could  be  heard  upon  the  wind,  in 
the  direction  of  Mike  Brown's  dwelling,  more  than  a  mile  off; 
one  very  high,  and  the  other  very  gruff ;  and  sometimes  there 
was  a  third  voice  that  shook  the  air  like  an  earthquake,  and  made 
the  blood  run  cold  at  the  sound  of  it 

From  this  it  may  be  seen  that  Mike's  house  was  not  very 
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tniufortablo  to  Lim  ;  lor  he  was,  at  bottom,  a  gooil-nntured  felloir 
who  loved  peace  aud  qniel ;  or,  ut  any  rate,  wlm  did  not  like  the 
oUok  of  s  wotoau,  which,  he  said,  '*  wore  a  man  out  like  water  on 
A  drip-Blone,"  To  be  snre,  ho  did  not  care  about  noise,  if  it  wai 
of  a  joll;  sort ;  but  that  he  never  found  at  home,  aad  therefore. 
"  OS  he  took  no  pride  in  Ruth,''  to  use  hia  own  phrase,  upon  Ha- 
fen's  report,  "  he  naturally  took  to  roaming.'' 

He  was  an  open-hearted  fellow,  loo,  who  liked  to  spend  his 
money  when  he  had  it ;  but  the  provident  Miatress  Mike  began 
to  get  the  upper  hand;  and  in  nothing  are  the  first  ODeroaehmcDts 
of  female  despotism  wore  dceisivelj  indicated  than  in  the  rogala- 
tioir  of  what  is  called  the  family  economy.  Buth  purl  Ancd 
Mike's  breeches,  robbed  the  pockets,  and  Bconrod  the  treasure. 
She  forestalled  hie  debtors,  and  settled  his  accounts,  paralyied 
his  credit,  and,  in  short,  did  every  thing  but  publish  her  determi- 
nation to  pay  no  debts  of  his  contracting.  The  stout  dragoon 
ijuailed  before  these  vexations  tactic;^.  Be  could  never  have  been 
taken  by  storm ;  but  to  turn  the  siege  into  a  blockade,  aud  to 
fret  his  soul  with  mousc-nibblings,  it  was  enough  to  break  the 
spirit  of  any  man  I  Mike,  however,  covered  himself  with  glory  ; 
for  after  being  reduced  to  the  last  stage  of  vassalage,  as  happens 
sometimes  with  an  oppressed  nation,  he  resolved  to  be  hia  own 
mastiT  again,  (thanks  to  the  lusty  potations,  or  he  would  never 
have  made  so  successful  a  rebcUiou  I]  aud  gave  Mrs.  lirown,  on 
a,  memorable  occusion,  a  tremendous  beating,  by  which  he  regun- 
ed  the  purse-strings,  and  spent  where  and  \rhen  and  as  freely  as 
suited  his  own  entertainment 

There  was  one  tling  in  which  Mike  showed  the  regularity  aud 
discipline  of  an  old  soldier.  Ho  was  steady  to  it  in  the  worst  of 
times  No  matter  wiiere  hia  vtigrant  Liiitiora  might  lead  him,  to 
what  distance,  or  at  what  hours,  or  Low  topsy-turvy  he  might  hovo 
l^^ras  always  sure  to  lUftke  hia  w»y  home  before  morning 
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became  a  frequent  traveller  over  the  couDtry 

at  all  times  of  nJgLt.     Time  or  CliIl'  did  not 

He  iTould  snap  hia  fingers,"  said  Hiifen,  "  at 

wear  be  could  walk  tbe  wbole  county 

Mike  was  a  brave  man,  and  feared 


Prom  this 

in  all  wenthers,  and  at  all 

vreigii  !»  feather.     "  He  wo 

itie  foggiest  midnight,  and 

bliodfold."     Tbe  fact  wae 

ncitlier  ghost  nor  devil, — and  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  afraid 

even  of  bis  wife. 

One  winter  night, — or  rather  one  winter  morning,  for  it  waa 
paet  midnight, — Mike  was  coming  home  from  a  carouse.  The 
snow  was  lying  about  half-log  deep  all  over  the  Gelds ;  and  there 
was  a  crust  frozen  upon  it,  that  vioa  barely  strong  enough  to  sup- 
port his  weight ;  at  every  step  ho  took,  it  broke  through  with  him, 
so  that  ha  Honndered  along  sadly  without  a  track  ;  and  there  was 
a  great  rustling  and  creaking  of  hia  shoes  as  he  walked.  A  sharp 
north-westerly  wind  whistled  with  that  shrillness  that  showed  the 
clearness  of  tbe  atmosphere  ;  and  the  moon  was  shining  ns  bright 
sg  burnished  silver,  easting  the  black  shadows  of  leatloss  trees, 
like  bold  etchings,  upon  the  driven  snow.  The  stars  were  all 
glittering  with  that  line  frosty  lustre  which  makes  the  vault  of 
heaven  seem  of  the  deepest  blue  ;  and  except  the  rising  aud  sink- 
ing notes  of  the  wind,  all  was  still,  fur  it  was  cutting  cold,  and 
every  living  thing  was  mute  in  its  midnight  hiir.  Yet  a  lonely 
man  might  well  fancy  there  were  scntieut  beings  abroad  besides 
himself,  fur  on  such  a  night  there  are  sounds  in  the  breeze  of 
Iinman  tones,  like  persons  talking  at  a  distance.  At  all  events, 
Bf  ibo  was  at  such  a  time  on  his  way  homo  ;  and  as  he  crossed  the 
trackless  field  whieh  showed  him  his  own  habitation  at  a  distance, 
being  in  the  best  possible  humor  with  himself,  and  whistling  away 
as  loud  as  he  could — not  from  fear,  but  from  inward  satisfaction — 
he  nil  at  nncp  heard  somebody  whistling  an  entirely  different  tune 
close  behind  him.  Ho  stopped  and  looked  around,  but  (hero  was 
nothing  but  tbe  moon  and  trees  and  shadows ;  so,  nothing  daunl 
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he  stepped  on  again,  whistling  as  before,  when,  to  hlB  great  amaie* 
ment.  the  other  note  was  instantly  resumed.  He  now  halted  a 
second  time.  Immediately  all  was  stilL  Mike  then  whistled  out 
a  sort  of  flourish,  by  way  of  experiment  The  other  did  the  veiy 
same  thing.  Mike  repeated  this  several  times,  and  it  was  always 
answered  quite  near  him. 

^  Who  the  devil  are  you !"  exclaimed  Mike,  holding  his  hand 
up  to  his  ear  to  catch  the  sound. 

'^  Look  behind  you,  and  you  will  see,"  replied  a  harsh,  scream- 
ing voice. 

Mike  turned  suddenly  around,  and  there  he  saw  on  the  snow 
the  shadow  of  a  thin,  queer-looking  man,  in  a  very  trig  sort  of  a 
dress,  mounted  upon  a  horse,  that,  by  the  shadow,  must  have  been 
a  mere  skeleton.  These  wore  moving  at  full  speed,  although  there 
was  no  road  for  a  horse  to  travel  on  eitlier ;  but  the  shadow  seemed 
to  go  over  shrubs  and  trees  and  bushes,  as  smoothly  as  any  shadow 
could  travel ;  and  Mike  distinctly  heard  the  striking  of  a  horse's 
hoofs  upon  the  snow  at  every  bound ;  though  he  could  see  nothing 
of  the  real  man  or  horse.  Presently,  as  the  sound  of  the  feet 
died  away,  Mike  heard  a  laugh  from  the  voice  in  the  direction  of 
the  swamp. 

"  Hollo  !"  cried  Mike,  **wiiat's  your  hurry?"  But  there  was 
no  answer. 

*'  Humph !"  said  Mike,  as  ho  stood  stock  sLill,  with  his  hands 
in  his  breeches  pockets,  and  began  to  laugh.  *•  That's  a  genius 
for  you  !"  said  he,  with  a  kind  of  perplexed,  drunken,  half-humor- 
ous face. 

As  he  found  he  was  not  likely  to  make  much  out  of  it,  he 
walked  on,  and  began  to  talk  to  himself,  and  after  a  while  to 
whistle  louder  than  ever.  Whilst  he  was  struggling  forward  in 
this  way,  he  heard  something  like  a  cat-call  down  towards  the 
swamp ;  and  immediately  there  rushed  past  him  the  shadows  of  a 
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pack  of  hounds,  making  every  sort  of  yelping,  and  deep-mouthed 
orj.  He  could  even  hear  the  little  chips  of  ice  that  were  flung 
from  their  feet,  whizzing  along  the  crust  of  snow ;  but  still  he 
could  see  nothing  but  shadows ;  and  the  sounds  grew  fainter  and 
fiunter  until  they  melted  away  in  the  bosom  of  the  swamp. 

Mike  now  stopped  again,  and  folded  his  arms  across  his  breast, 
— although  he  could  not  help  tottering  a  little,  from  being  rather 
top-heavy ; — and,  in  this  position,  he  fell  gravely  to  considering. 
First,  he  looked  all  around  ;  then  he  took  off  his  hat  and  ran  his 
fingers  through  his  hair,  and  after  that  he  rubbed  his  eyes.  "  Tut," 
said  he,  '*  it's  all  a  botheration  I  There's  no  drag  in  the  world  will 
lie  upon  this  snow.  That's  some  drunken  vagabond  that  had 
better  be  in  his  bed." 

"  What's  that  you  say,  Mike  Brown  ?"  said  the  same  harsh 
voice  he  had  heard  before,  ^^  you  had  bettor  look  out  how  you  take 
any  freedom  with  a  gentleman  of  quality." 

^'  Quality !"  cried  Mike,  turning  his  head  round  as  he  spoke. 
^^  You  and  your  quality  had  better  be  abed,  like  a  sober  man,  than 
to  be  playing  off  your  cantrips  at  this  time  of  night." 

Mike  looked  on  the  snow,  and  there  was  the  shadow  of  the 
horse  again,  standing  still,  and  the  figure  upon  it  had  one  arm  set 
a-kimbo  against  his  side.  Mike  could  now  observe,  as  the  shadow 
turned,  that  he  wore  something  like  a  hussar-jacket,  for  the  shadow 
showed  the  short  skirt  strutting  out  behind,  and  under  this  was 
the  shadow  of  a  tail  turned  upwards,  and  thrown  across  his  shoul- 
der. His  cap  appeared  to  be  a  fantastical  thing  perched  on  the 
very  top  of  his  head ;  and  below  the  ribs  of  the  skeleton  horse  he 
could  perceive  the  legs  dangling  with  hoofs,  one  of  which  was 
cloven. 

''Aha!"  exclaimed  Mike,  "I  begin  to  understand  you,  sir. 
You  are  no  better  than  you  should  be ;  and  I  will  not  keep  com- 
pany with  such  a  blackguard." 


"  Then,  good  nigbt,  Mike  Brawn  J''  said  ttie  roicc,  "  you  are 
R  uncivil  fellow,  but  MI  tench  yoo  manners  the  next  time  I  mMt 
|BUi"  and  thereupon  the  sh&dow  moved  off  at  n  h&rd  trot,  riBing 
p  ftod  down  in  his  saddle,  like  a  first-rato  jockey, 

"  Good  night  I"  replied  Mike ;  and  he  made  a  low  bow,  taking 
I  off  his  hat,  and  scraping  his  fiiot,  in  a  very  polite  fashion,  Ihwin^ 
the  snow. 

After  this,  Mike  pushed  home  pretty  fast,  for  he  was  growing 
more  sober,  and  his  teeth  began  to  chatter  with  cold.  He  had  a 
fray  of  throsting  aside  a  baok-door  bolt,  and  getting  into  the 
lioiise  without  making  a  diatarbance;  and  then,  before  he  rent 
to  bed,  he  nsnally  look  a  stcopiiig-draDght  from  a  stone  jag  which 
]|G  kept  in  the  cupboard.  Mike  went  through  this  manual  on  the 
night  in  question,  and  was  very  soon  afterwards  strotohed  ont 
upon  his  eouch,  where  he  set  to  snoring  like  a  trumpeter. 

He  never  eould  tell  how  long  it  was  after  he  had  got  lo  bed 
that  night,  but  it  was  before  day,  wlicn  he  opened  his  eyes  and 
nw,  by  the  broad  moonlight   that  was  shining  upon  tUo  floor 
through  the  window,  a  comical  Ggurc  vaporing  about  the  room.  It 
liad  a  thb,  loTig  face,  of  a  dirty  white  hue,  and  a  mouth  that  was 
drawn  up  at  the  corners  with  a  smile,     A  pair  of  ram'a  horns 
I  4wemed  to  be  twbted  above  his  brows,  like  ladies'  curls ;  and  his 
I  (bead  was  covered  with  Loir  that   looked  more  like  a  bunch  of 
^tboms,  with  a  stiff  ouo  stieking  straight  out  behind,  and  tied  up 
irith  n  large  knot  of  red  ribbons.     His  coat  was  black,  berring- 
med  across  the  breast  with  crimson,  and  boand  round  all  the 
•earns  with  the  sane  eolor.     It  fitted  as  close  to  his  body  as  the 
tailor  eould  make  it ;    and  it  had  a  rigid  standing  collar  that 
Beomcd  to  lift  up  a  pair  of  immense  ears,  which  were  tbua  pro- 
jected outwards  from  the  hend.     The  coat  was  very  abort,  and 
terminated  in  a  diminutive  skirl  that  partly  rested  upon  a  long, 
pliant  tail,  which  was  whisked  about  in  constant  motio; 
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wore  tight  crimson  small  clothes,  bound  with  black ;  and  silk 
stockings  of  black  and  red  stripes,  one  of  which  terminated  in  a 
hoof  instead  of  a  human  foot.  As  he  walked  about  the  room  he 
made  a  great  clatter,  but  particularly  with  the  hoof,  that  clinked 
with  the  sound  of  loose  iron.  In  his  hand  he  carried  a  crimson 
cap  with  a  largo  black  tassel  at  the  top  of  it. 

Mike  said  that  as  soon  as  he  saw  this  fellow  in  the  room,  he 
knew  there  was  '^  something  coming."  He  therefore  drew  his 
blanket  well  up  around  his  shoulders,  leaving  his  head  out,  that 
he  might  have  an  eye  to  what  was  going  forward.  In  a  little 
time  the  figure  began  to  make  bows  to  Mike  from  across  the  room* 
First,  he  bowed  on  one  side,  almost  down  to  the  floor,  so  as  to 
throw  his  body  into  an  acute  angle  ;  then,  in  the  same  fashion,  on 
the  other  side,  keeping  his  eyes  all  the  time  on  Mike.  He  had, 
according  to  Mike's  account,  a  strange  swimming  sort  of  motion, 
never  still  a  moment  in  one  place,  and  passing  from  spot  to  spot 
like  something  that  floated.  At  one  instant  he  brandished  his 
arms  and  whisked  his  tail,  and  took  one  step  forward,  like  a  dan- 
cing master  beginning  to  dance  a  gavot.  In  the  next,  he  made  a 
sweep,  and  retreated  to  his  first  position ;  where  he  erected  his 
figure  very  stiffly,  and  strutted  with  pompous  strides  all  round  the 
room.  All  this  while  he  was  twisting  his  features  into  every  sort 
of  grimace.  Then  he  shook  himself  like  a  merry-andrcw.  and 
sprang  from  the  floor  upwards,  flinging  about  his  arms  and  legs 
like  a  supple-jack,  which  being  done,  he  laughed  very  loud,  and 
winked  his  eye  at  Mike.  Then  he  skipped  on  the  top  of  a  chest, 
and  from  that  to  a  table,  from  the  table  to  a  Chair,  from  the  chair 
to  the  bed,  and  thence  off,  putting  his  foot  upon  Mike's  breast  as 
he  passed,  and  pressing  upon  him  so  heavily,  that  for  some  mo- 
ments Mike  could  hardly  breatha  After  this,  he  danced  a  mor- 
rioe  dance  dose  up  to  the  bedside,  and  fetched  a  spring  that 
brought  him  astride  upon  Mike's  stomach ';  where  he  stooped  do¥m 
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^  I  can't  do  that/'  answered  Mike. 

«  Why  not  ?" 

"  Because  I  am  afraid  of  waking  Ruthy." 

"  I'll  answer  for  the  consequences."  said  the  other.  "  Mistress 
Brown  knows  me  very  well,  and  will  never  complain  at  your  doing 
a  good  turn  to  one  of  my  family." 

"  I'm  sleepy,"  said  Mike,  "  so,  be  about  your  business." 

^  Then,  Mike  Brown,  I  will  waken  you,"  cried  the  other,  in  a 
rage ;  "  I  told  you  I  would  teach  you  manners." 

Saying  these  words  he  came  close  to  Mike,  and  siezed  his  nose 
between  the  knuckles  of  the  two  first  fingers  of  his  right  hand, 
and  wrung  it  so  hard  that  Mike  roared  aloud.  Then,  letting  go 
his  hold,  he  strutted  away  with  a  ludicrous  short  step,  throwing 
his  legs  upwards  as  high  as  his  head,  and  bringing  them  back 
nearly  to  the  same  spot  on  the  floor,  and,  in  this  fashion,  whis- 
tling all  the  time  a  slow  march,  he  passed  directly  out  of  the 
window. 

When  Mike  had  sufficiently  come  to  his  senses,  he  found  his 
gentle  consort  standing  by  his  bedside,  with  a  blanket  wrapt  round 
her  spare  figure,  calling  him  all  sorts  of  hard  names  for  disturb- 
ing her  rest.  • 

Her  account  of  this  matter,  when  she  heard  from  the  neigh- 
bors Mike's  version  of  this  marvellous  visit  from  the  devil,  was, 
that  she  did  not  know  when  he  came  into  the  house  that  night ; 
nor  did  she  see  any  thing  of  his  strange  visitor  ;  although  she  was 
sure  Old  Nick  must  have  been  with  him,  and  flung  him  into  such 
an  odd  position  as  he  was  in ;  for  ho  made  a  terrible,  smothered 
sort  of  noise  with  his  voice,  which  wakened  her  up,  and  there  she 
found  him  stretched  across  the  bed  with  his  clothes  on,  and  his 
head  inclined  backwards  over  the  side,  with  both  arms  down 
towards  the  floor.  She  said,  moreover,  that  he  was  a  drunken 
brute,  and  she  had  a  great  mind  to  tweak  his  nose  for  him. 


"  And  I  will  be  bouml  she  helped  the  old  devil  to  do  that  vary 
,   tiling  !"  snid  mp, 

"  1  don't  know  liow  thnt  was,"  replied  Uafoo,  *'  but  MUcc'b  noee 
got  blaor  and  bluer  nftvr  tbat,  and  always  looked  very  uucb 
bruised,  wbicb  be  »&id  was  upon  account  of  the  devil's  fiagcra  being 
Lot,  and  auorcbiLg  bim  very  mucb." 

This  advcDture  of  Mike's  gave  bim  great  celebrity  in  tbe 
neighborhood  ;  and,  by  degrees,  the  people  began  to  be  almoBt  as 
mnob  afraid  of  Mike  as  tbcy  were  of  the  goblin  who  was  supposed 
to  frequent  the  swamp,  Mike  added  to  this  impression  by  ce/tain 
mysteries  which  ho  used  in  hi^  craft.  Ho  had  the  art  of  taming 
wild  colts  by  whispering  in  their  ears,  which  bad  suob  an  effect 
that  bo  could  handle  them  at  bis  shop  aa  safely  as  the  oldest 
horses.  And  he  professed  to  cure  the  colt's  distemper,  sireeuy, 
and  other  maladies,  by  writing  some  signs  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and 
causing  the  horse  to  swallow  it  in  bis  oats. 

These  accomplishments,  of  course,  were  sot  down  to  tbe  proper 
mecount ;  namely,  to  Mike's  intimacy  with  his  old  companion, 
vhieb  was  known  now  to  be  very  great,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  incidents. 

Somu  year»  after  tho  last  adventure,  in  the  Buraroer,  about 
the  month  of  June,  when  the  moon  was  in  hor  third  quarter,  Mike 
was  crossing  the  common  late  at  nigjit,  jost  as  tbe  moon  was  ris- 
ing. He  was  in  bis  usual  condition ;  for  latterly  Mike  was 
scarcely  cvr  solwr.  There  had  been  rain  that  nigbt,  but  the 
clouds  had  broken  away,  and  bo  nos  talking  to  himself^  and  mak- 
ing tbe  road  twice  as  long  as  it  was,  by  crossing  and  rocrosstng 
his  path,  like  a  ship  tacking  in  tbe  wind,  and  every  now  and  then 
bringing  himself  up  ngntnat  a  tree  or  sapling,  and  Boroetinies 
stepping,  with  a  vast  stride,  across  a  streak  of  shadow,  thinking 
it  a  gully;  and  at  others,  walking  plump  into  a  real  gully  without 
■eeiug  it,  until  he  came  upon  bis  back  in  tho  mud.     On  such 
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accidents,  he  would  swear  out  a  good-natured  oath,  get  up,  and 
go  on  his  way  rejoicing,  as  usual 

It  happened,  as  he  was  steering  along  in  this  plight,  there 
suddenly  stood  before  him  his  old  friend  in  the  herring-boned 
jacket 

"^  How  do  you  do,  Mike  1"  was  his  usual  salutation. 

"  Pretty  well,  I  thank  you,  sir."  Mike  was  noted  for  being 
scrupulously  polite  when  he  was  in  his  cups.  So,  he  made  a 
bow,  and  took  off  his  hat,  although  he  could  hardly  keep  his 
ground. 

^  Sloppy  walking  to  night,  Mr.  Mike." 

"  Sloppy  enough,  sir,"  replied  Mike,  rather  short,  as  if  he  didn^t 
wish  to  keep  company  with  the  devil. 

"  How  is  Mistress  Brown  this  evening  !"  said  the  other,  follow- 
ing Mike  up. 

"  Pretty  well,  I  thank  you,  sir,"  returned  the  blacksmith, 
walking  as  fast  as  he  could. 

«  Trade  brisk,  Mr.  Brown  ?" 

"  Quite  the  contrary,"  replied  Mike  ;  "  there's  nothing  to  do 
worth  speaking  of" 

^  How  are  you  off  for  cash  ?"  asked  the  other,  coming  up  close 
along  side. 

^  I  have  none  to  lend,"  answered  the  blacksmith. 

^  I  did  not  suppose  you  had,  sergeant ;  you  and  I  have  been 
acquainted  a  long  while.     I  hope  there  is  no  grudge  betwixt  us." 

'^  I  never  knew  any  good  of  you,"  said  Mike. 

^'  Let  us  drink  to  our  better  friendship,"  said  the  gentleman, 
taking  a  flat  bottle  from  his  pocket 

'<  With  all  my  heart !"  cried  Mike,  as  he  stretched  out  his 
hand  and  took  the  flask.    ^  Here's  to  you,  Mr.  Devil  I" 

Hereupon  they  both  took  a  drink. 

<^  Now,"  said  Mike,  <<  let  us  take  another  to  old  Virginia.'' 
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^  Agreed,"  answered  the  gentieman ;  bo  they  took  another. 

'^You're  a  very  clever  fellow!"  said  Mike,  beginning  to 
brighten  up. 

^'  I  know  that,"  replied  the  gentleman. 

<-  You  are  a  man  after  my  own  heart,"  continued  Hike,  ^  here's 
your  health  again.  Give  us  your  paw,  old  fellow."  Then  they 
shook  hands. 

"  Let  us  drink  to  Mistress  Brown,^'  said  the  gentleman,  po- 
litely. 

"  Damn  Mbtress  Brown  1     I'll  make  you  a  present  of  her." 

'^  I  accept  your  offer,"  replied  the  other ;  ^  here's  her  heaitL" 

«  Well,"  said  Mike,  "  here's  the  health  of  your  wife." 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,"  replied  the  gentleman.  "  Mis- 
tress (hero  he  pronounced  his  own  uuspellable  name.)  will  thank 
you  herself  some  of  these  days,  when  you  may  honor  her  with 
your  company.  But,  Mike,  as  I  have  taken  a  liking  to  you,  I'll 
make  your  fortune." 

'*  Will  you  ?"  cried  the  blacksmith ;  "  then  I'm  your  man !" 

**  Come  with  me,"  said  the  other,  '■'  and  I  will  show  you  where 
you  may  find  as  much  gold  as  you  can  carry  home  in  a  bag.  But 
you  must  not  mind  trouble." 

*'  Trouble  !  exclaimed  Mike.     "'-  Any  trouble  for  money  !" 

**  Follow  me,"  said  the  gentleman. 

Upon  this  the}'  both  turned  their  steps  towards  the  swamp, 
the  broadest  part  of  which  they  reached  not  very  far  from  the 
scene  of  their  colloquy.  The  morass  here  was  covered  with  sheets 
of  water,  some  of  them  ten  or  twelve  yards  in  diameter.  The 
gentleman  in  black  and  crimson  easily  traversed  these,  without 
soiling  his  habiliments  more  than  if  he  had  been  in  a  drawing- 
room  ;  but  Mikc*made  his  way  with  great  difficulty,  miring  him- 
self first  in  one  hole,  and  then  in  another,  and  sometimes  plunging 
up  to  his  middle  in  water.     But  his  companion  exhorted  him  to 
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persevere,  and  kept  np  his  resolution  by  presenting  him  now  and 
then  with  the  flask,  which,  Mike  said,  was  of  great  use  to  him. 

At  kst  they  arrived  at  the  inmost  part  of  the  swamp,  upon 
the  margin  of  one  of  the  ponds,  in  the  middle  of  which  the  water 
was  about  two  feet  deep,  but  shallow  towards  the  edges. 

"  Now,"  said  the  gentleman,  "  Mike,  my  brave  fellow !  do  you 
take  a  drink." 

"  Certainly,"  replied  Mike. 

"  The  bottom  of  this  pond,"  continued  the  other,  "  is  full  of 
gold  ;  and  all  that  you  have  to  do  is  to  rake  it  out.  Ill  get  you 
a  light  rake." 

With  this  he  withdrew  for  a  few  moments,  and  returned  with 
a  rake  made  of  a  white-oak  sapling,  with  twelve  iron  teeth  to  it, 
each  about  a  foot  long,  and  put  the  implement  in  Mike's  hand, 
who,  having  taken  a  good  deal  from  his  host's  flask,  had  much  ado 
to  stand  up.  But  still  he  was  full  of  resolution,  and  very  much 
determined  to  make  money. 

The  image  of  the  moon  was  reflected  upon  the  water,  whose 
surface  being  slightly  agitated  by  the  breeze  and  the  frequent 
movement  of  small  insects,  broke  the  reflection  into  numberless 
fragments,  that  glittered  upon  Mike's  vision  like  pieces  of  bright 
gold  at  the  bottom, 

"  All  that  you  have  to  do,"  said  Mike's  conductor,  "  is  to  rake 
out  these  scraps  of  metal,  and  put  them  in  your  pocket.  Work 
hard,  don't  give  up ;  and  wet  your  feet  as  little  as  possible.  So 
make  yourself  at  home,  for  I  must  bid  you  good  night." 

"  Good  night,"-  uttered  Mike,  "  and  joy  go  with  you,  my  old 
boy!" 

Finding  himself  alone  in  the  bosom  of  the  swamp  at  this  hour, 
and  on  the  high  road  to  fortune,  the  blacksmith  addressed  him- 
self to  his  task  as  vigorously  as  the  inordinate  depth  of  his  pota- 
tions would  allow.    He  took  up  the  rake,  that  was  lying  on  the 
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fronnd,  and  ruUed  it  perpend icularlj,  wliicli  was  as  much  as  ^ie 
Oould  do  and  kerp  his  balBDC«,  <>ODEiideriDg  Ihc  state  of  Us  bead, 
and  the  slipperj  ground  he  had  for  a  footing.  Besides,  the  rako 
ms  very  heavy,  being  made  of  greeii  wood,  and  at  lca«t  twenty 
feet  loDg.  When  he  had  it  well  poised,  and  ready  to  make  a 
stroke  in  the  water,  he  took  iWo  steps  forward  to  bring  him  im- 
niediattly  to  the  edge  of  tho  pond. 

''  Hero  goes  I"  be  cried  aloud,  at  the  same  time  flIngiDg  the 
rake  downwards,  whi(<h  motion  disturbed  hisocatre  of  gravity,  aod 
plunged  bim  headlong  into  the  pool.  At  the  same  moment  irith 
the  plush  were  beard  a  dozen  voiees,  laughing  from  the  midst  of 
the  fausbes,  with  a  prolonged  and  loud  ho,  ho,  ho  I  that  echoed 
frightfully  through  the  stillness  of  the  night  Mike  crawled  out 
of  the  water,  keeping  bold  of  the  rake,  nud  once  more  stood  up- 
right OD  bis  former  foothold. 

"  Well  I"  ejaculated  Mike,  with  a  thick  utterance,  and  a  kind 
of  peoviah  gravity,  ''what  do  you  see  to  laugh  at  in  that?  Never 
gee  a  man  in  the  water  before  V 

He  now  very  seriously  raised  the  rake  a  second  time,  and 
made  a  more  successful  pitch,  driving  it  into  the  bottom,  and 
breaking  the  water  into  a  thousand  ripples.  Then,  taking  hold 
of  the  long  shaft,  whiob  he  straddled,  as  children  when  thej  ride 
a  stick,  he  began  to  pull  with  miglit  and  main.  He  strained  notil 
the  perspiration  poured  down  bis  chooka  in  Inrgc  drops  ;  but  the 
:th  had  sunk  so  deep  in  tbo  mad,  that  the  rake  was  immovable. 
"  Pretty  tough  work  !"  said  Mike,  slopping  to  run  his  finger 
ig  his  brow.  • 

But  nil  his  efforts  proved  unavailing  ;  and  he  was  thereibre 
ferced  to  wado  iuto  the  poud  again  to  release  the  iron  teeth  from 
their  bed  ;  and,  resting  tlicm  lightly  on  the  bottom,  he  again  began 
to  pull,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  the  rake  to  the  shore.  Upon 
examination,  tbo  fruit  of  all  this  labor  was  nothing  mora  t 
some  decayed  brushwood  and  grass. 


'VKo  great  Laul  that!"  mattered  Mike  to  himaclf ;  and  in- 
Btmtly  the  snaiDp  yias  alive  again  with  the  samo  reverberations 
of  tUe  oUoir  of  laughers.  Mike  considering  this  as  a  taunt  that 
he  would  bear  from  neither  devil  uor  imp,  returned  it  scornfully 
and  in  defiance,  by  an  equally  loud  and  affected  ho,  ho,  hoi  deliv- 
ered in  bass  tones.  "  I  can  laugh  us  well  as  the  best  of  you,"  he 
said,  nodding  his  bead  towards  the  quarter  from  which  the  noises 
came. 

Uike'a  temper  now  began  to  give  way ;  and  as  ho  grew  angiy, 
he  toiled  with  proportionate  energy,  but  with  the  same  disap- 
pointmeut,  which  was  always  mocked  by  the  saiue  coarse  hrngh. 
The  violence  of  his  eicrtioiia,  the  weight  of  the  implement  with 
which  he  worked,  and  his  frequent  drenchings,  gradually  over- 
coming  hie  strength,  he  grew  ilisbcarteued,  and  began  to  wako  up 
to  the  real  nature  of  bis  employment.  Tbu  ebill  of  the  night 
slowly  dispelled  the  fever  of  his  brain,  and  at  last  the  full  convic- 
tion of  the  truth  broke  upon  him. 

'^  If  I  was  not  a  bora  fool,"  said  he,  "  I  should  think  I  was 
dmnk.  I  see  how  it  is  :  that  fellow  who  left  the  marks  of  his  hot 
fingers  upon  my  nose,  has  been  playing  his  tricks  upon  me  again. 
Il  is  nnaccountable  ;  but  if  I  don't  have  my  revenge,  be  may  bridle 
and  saddle  mo  both,  and  ride  me  over  the  swamji  as  much  as  he 

So  saying,  Mike  threw  down  his  rake,  and  resolutely  retraced 
bis  steps  through  the  marsh.  As  soon  as  he  set  his  foot  upon 
the  firm  land,  be  beard  the  voice  of  his  late  companion  calling 
out,  "  Good  night,  Sergeant  IJrown  I"  which  was  instantly  followed 
with  the  ftocustomed  laugh. 

"Oood  night,  you  blackguard  I"  cried  Mike,  as  loud  as  he 
could  bawl.  ■'  Your  liquor  is  as  bad  as  your  lodgings  !"  and 
pouted  off  homeward  as  fast  aa  his  legs  could  carry  him. 

*11  the  next  day  Miko  ruminated  sullenly  over  this  adventure, 


^^r    vtA  the  more  be  thought  upon  it  the  n 
There  is  nothiug  more  to  be  dreaded  thi 
BOOiahto,  froiicksomc  fellow,  of  good  bone 
once  roused.     Quarrel  not  bciog 
ronghly  and  with  great  energy,— 
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flew  band  at  the  bellows,"  The  affront  put  upon  him  the  night 
before  went  very  hard  with  Mike,  and  ho  therefore  resolrcd  to 
call  his  false  friend  to  an  account.  It  was  singular  that  after  thii 
thought  took  posseasjon  of  his  mind,  there  seemed  to  be  a  relish 
in  it  that  almost  brought  T>iin  into  a  good  humor.  The  idea  of 
.standing  upon  his  prowess  with  the  devil,  and  giving  him  a 
fair  beating,  was  one  of  those  luxurious  imnginingg  that  no  man 
ever  dreamt  of  but  Mike  Brown.  There  waa  a  whimaioalness  in 
it  that  vibrated  upon  the  strongest  chord  in  hia  character.  Uike 
had  never  met  his  match  in  daylight,  and  he  had  a  droll  DOUTiotion 
that  ho  could  master  any  thing  in  darkness,  if  he  could  only  come 
to  it,  arm  to  arm.  His  first  and  moat  natural  suggestion  was,  to 
put  himself  in  order  for  the  projected  interview,  by  making  a 
merry  evening  of  it,  and  then  to  depend  npon  his  genius  for  hia 
Bucoeas  in  the  Euhsef[uent  stagea  of  the  adventure. 

Mike  followed  one  half  of  the  old  Scythian  onatom  in  all 
affairs  of  perplexity  ;  he  first  considered  the  aubjeot  when  he  was 
drunk,  but  he  did  not  revolve  it  again  in  a  sober  mood.  Un  the 
prescDt  occasion  his  reflections  had  the  advantage  of  being  matured 
under  circumstancea  of  peculiar  animation,  induced  by  tho  dis- 
turbed state  of  liis  feelings  ;  for  he  has  often  said  that  when  any 
thing  fretted  him  it  made  him  awfully  thirsty.  There  waa  one 
determination  that  was  uppermost  in  all  the  variety  of  lights  in 
which  he  contemplated  his  present  purpose  ; — and  that  was,  aa  it 
was  a  delicate  affair,  to  treat  it  like  a  gentleman,  and  to  give  his 
adversary  fair  play.  Accordingly,  as  soon  ns  Mike  bad  cast  off 
work  for  the  day,  he  put  on  his  regimentala,  took  bis  broad 
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and  set  out  for  his  usual  haunt  to  prepare  himself  for  the  business 
in  hand.  Never  did  he  enter  upon  a  campaign  with  a  more  wary, 
eiroumspect,  or  soldier-like  providence. 

He  remained  at  the  tavern  in  the  neighborhood  until  he  had 
&irly  put  all  his  compotators  asleep ;  and  then,  in  the  dead  hour 
of  the  night,  when  the  moon  was  but  a  little  way  above  the  hori- 
lon,  and  divided  her  quiet  empire  with  Mike's  own  nose,  he  crept 
forth  silently  upon  his  destined  exploit  It  was  a  goodly  sight 
to  see  such  a  valiant  blacksmith,  so  martially  bedight,  with  his 
troflty  sword  tucked  under  his  arm,  stealing  out  at  such  an  hour, 
and  wending  his  silent  way  to  the  Goblin  Swamp,  there  to  have 
a  pass  at  arms  with  the  fiend  I  the  night  breeze  blowing  upon  his 
swarthy  cheek,  and  his  heavy,  sullen  tramp  falling  without  an 
echo  upon  his  own  ear,  and  not  a  thought  of  dread  flickering  about 
his  heart  * 

With  his  head  spinning  like  a  top,  and  his  courage  considerably 
above  striking  heat,  Mike,  after  many  circumgyrations,  arrived  in 
about  half  an  hour  on  the  frontier  of  the  field  of  action.  Here 
he  halted,  according  to  a  military  fashion ;  and,  like  a  cautious 
officer  entering  upon  an  enemy's  territory,  he  began  to  explore 
the  ground  Then,  drawing  his  sword  and  straightening  his 
person,  he  commenced  an  exhortation  to  himself  in  the  manner 
of  a  general  addressing  his  troops. 

"  Now,  my  brave  boy,  keep  a  stiff  upper  lip !  mind  your  eye  ! 
look  out  for  squalls  !  don't  fire  until  you  see  the  whites  of  their 
eyes ;  carry  swords  ;  advance  !" 

All  this  he  uttered  with  a  solemn,  drunken  wisdom,  and  with 
the  flourish  of  an  old  soldier.  At  the  words  he  stepped  forward, 
and  continued  to  approach  the  swamp,  muttering  half  articulated 
sounds,  and  occasionally  falling  one  step  backward,  from  carrying 
himself  rather  too  erect.  As  soon  as  he  reached  the  edge  of  the 
morass,  he  gave  the  word  ^  halt"  in  a  loud  and  defying  tone  of 


voice,  as  if  to  inform  his  adversary  of  hia  preaense.  He  did  not 
wait  long  before  be  heard  a  crackling  noiae  as  of  one  breaking 
through  the  thick  ahrubhery  ;  and  full  before  him  stood,  OD  an 
old  log  within  the  swamp,  bis  adversary,  in  his  customary  dress, 
with  the  addition  of  a  Spanisb  cloak  of  scarlet  that  was  muffled 
about  bis  ueok. 

Mike,  immediately  upon  eoeing  this  apparition,  brought  his 
Bword  with  an  alert  motion  up  to  hia  breaat,  with  the  blade  teach- 
ing perpendicularly  upward  in  the  line  of  his  face  ;  then,  with  a 
graceful  sweep  of  his  arm,  he  swung  it  down  diagonally,  with  the 
point  to  the  ground,  in  the  nsuul  manner  of  a  salata. 

"  Your  honor  I"  said  Mike,  as  he  performed  this  ceremony. 

"  Walk  in.  Sergeant  Brown  !"  said  the  devil,  with  a  bosky 
voice,  that  was  scarcely  above  a,  whisper.  "  I  did  not  expect  to 
see  you  to  night ;  I  have  caught  a  bad  cold,  and  am  not  able  to 
stir  abroad," 

"  I  am  oorae  to  night,"  Mid  Mike  very  stiffly,  and  with  an 
afiectation  of  cold  politeness,  "  to  see  you  on  a  piece  of  business. 
I  require  satisfaction  for  the  affront  you  put  upon  me  last  night" 

"You  shall  have  it.     What's  your  weapon?" 

"  It  is  in  tny  hand,"  answered  the  sergeant. 

"  Then  follow  me,"  said  the  devil  with  great  composure. 

They  hotli  stepped  forward  into  the  swamp  ;  and,  after  tra- 
versing some  defilea,  and  passing  around  ponds,  and  making  many 
tiresome  circuits  through  the  must  intricate  parts  of  the  marsh, 
Mike  at  length  stopped  to  inquire  which  way  the  devil  meant  to 
lead  him. 

"  As  I  am  the  challenged  party,  I  have  tho  right  to  choose  my 
own  ground,"  said  tho  other 

"  Certainly  1"  rejoined  Mike.     "  It  is  all  one  to  ma" 

At  length  they  reached  a  spot  that  was  covered  with  tall  tre«s, 
at  the  foot  of  which  tho  earth  seemed  to  be  of  a  more  firm  texture 
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than  in  the  rest  of  the  fen.  There  was  a  fire  smoking  through  a 
heap  of  rubbish  near  the  middle  of  the  ground,  and  a  little,  peaked 
old  woman,  almost  black  with  the  smoke,  sat  upon  her  haunches 
so  near  the  fire  that  by  the  flash  of  the  small  flame  Mike  could 
perceive  that  she  was  smoking  a  pipe.  Her  elbows  were  placed 
upon  her  knees,  and  her  chin  rested  in  the  palms  of  her  hands  in 
8uoh  a  manner  that  her  long  fingers  were  extended,  like  the  bars 
of  a  gridiron,  over  her  cheeks.  Her  eyes  looked  like  burning 
ooals,  and  could  be  seen  through  the  dark  at  a  great  distance. 

"  Wife,"  said  the  devil,  *•  Mike  Brown.   Mike  Browii,  my  wife." 

'^  Your  servant,"  said  Mike,  with  one  of  his  best  flourishes,  and 
a  bow. 

^  Pish  1"  cried  the  old  woman  with  a  sort  of  scream,  '^  sit 
down  I" 

<<  Much  obliged  to  you,  ma'am,"  replied  Mike,  '^  I'd  rather 
stand." 

^  What  brings  you  with  Mike  Brown  into  my  bedroom  at  this 
time  of  night  ?"  said  the  old  woman  to  her  husband. 

"  Mind  your  own  business,"  was  the  reply,  "  and  give  me  my 
sword.     I  have  an  aflair  of  honor  to  settle  with  this  gentleman." 

"  Get  it  yourself,"  said  the  wife. 

So  the  devil  stepped  inside  of  a  hollow  tree,  and  brought  out 
a  huge  old-fashioned,  two-handed  straight  sword,  that  was  covered 
with  rust^  and  immediately  began  to  feel  the  edge  with  his  thumb. 

"  It  is  very  dull ;  but  it  will  do.  Now,  sergeant,  we  will  gO  a 
little  way  further,  and  settle  this  matter  in  a  twinkling." 

^  Agreed  I  and  remember,  as  you  set  up  for  a  gentleman,  I 
expect  fair  play." 

^  Honor  bright !"  said  the  devil,  putting  his  hand  to  his  breast 

"'  No  striking  till  each  says  ho  is  ready.** 

^  By  no  means,"  said  the  devil. 

^  Nor  ho  hit  below  the  knee." 
13 
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"  Of  course  not,"  said  the  devil. 

■>  Time  to  breathe,  if  it  U  aaked." 
I         "  Assuredly !" 

"  FoiDta  down  at  the  first  blood." 

"  Just  as  yon  aaj,"  replied  t!ie  devil, 

"Then,"  said  Mike,  "move  on," 

"  We  ought  to  drink  together,  sergeant,  before  w 
I  am  for  doing  the  thing  oivilly,"  said  the  deril 

"  80  am  I,"  replied  Mike.     "  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion." 

So  the  devil  put  into  Mike's  hands  a  large  gourd,  that  had  a 
stopper  in  the  top  of  it,  vrliich  the  sergeant  pulled  out,  and  apply- 
ing the  orifice  to  Lis  mouth,  took  a  hearty  drink,  drat  turning  to 
the  old  woman,  who  sat  all  this  time  in  silence  by  the  fire,  and 
saying,  '■  My  service  to  you,  ma'aui  I"  The  devil  having  likewise 
performed  his  part  in  this  ceremony,  they  once  more  resumed 
their  walk. 

In  their  progress  towards  the  ground  which  the  devil  had 
chosen  for  the  theatre  of  this  mortal  rencounter,  they  came  to  two 
smalt  islands,  the  soil  of  which  was  a  yielding  black  mud  covered 
with  moss.  These  little  parcels  of  ground  arose  out  of  the  marsh, 
with  well'dofineJ  banks,  perhaps  twelve  inches  high,  and  were 
Beparatcd  from  each  other  by  a  channel  of  deep  water,  not  more 
than  five  feet  in  width,  so  that  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other  re- 
quired a  leap  that  was  somewhat  perilous,  because  the  foothold  on 
the  opposite  bank  was  not  only  very  soft,  but  the  ground  itself 
scarcely  one  pace  in  breadth.  The  chances  were,  therefore,  that 
in  leaping  to  it,  the  momentum  employed  would  precipitate  the 
leaper  into  another  pond  of  water  beyond  it.  The  devil  skipped 
over  this  strait  with  great  ease,  and  called  on  Mike  to  follow. 
The  sergeant,  however,  hesitated,  and  looked  for  some  moments 
npon  the  spot  with  ansious  concern.  Ho  traversed  the  ground 
in  the  neighborhood,  to  observe  if  there  was  an;  other  passage 
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roand  this  hazardous  chaDnel ;  meditated  upon  the  consequences 
of  a  failure  in  the  attempt  to  cross  it ;  looked  at  his  legs,  as  if  to 
compare  their  capabilities  with  the  obstacle  before  him  ;  and,  at 
last,  wisely  determined  that  the  risk  was  more  than  he  ought,  in 
prudence,  to  run.  So,  taking  the  next  expedient, — ^which  was  to 
make  a  long  sjiep,  in  such  wise  as  to  plant  one  foot  on  the  oppo- 
site bank,  and  rely  upon  the  assistance  of  his  adversary  to  Irag 
him  over, — ^he  forthwith  essayed  the  effort.  By  one  prodigious 
stride,  he  succeeded  in  fixing  his  left  foot  on  the  desired  spot,  his 
legs  being  extended  in  the  endeavor  to  their  greatest  possible 
compass ;  and  there  he  remained  in  his  ludicrous  position,  like 
the  colossus  of  Rhodes,  his  feet  sliding  imperceptibly  outward  in 
the  slimy  material  of  the  banks,  thus  more  effectually  splitting 
him  asunder,  whilst  the  great  weight  of  his  body  denied  him  all 
power  to  extricate  himself,  even  if  he  had  stood  upon  a  firmer 
base,  and  with  a  less  relaxed  frame.  He  was,  of  course,  wholly 
at  the  mercy  of  his  antagonist,  upon  whose  generosity  he  relied 
with  the  confidence  of  a  true  soldier ;  if  this  failed  him,  he  had 
nothing  better  left  than  to  fall  sidewise,  in  the  manner  of  a  pair 
of  distended  compasses,  into  the  water,  and  abide  the  consequences 
of  going  headlong  to  the  bottom  of  a  stagnant  pool,  where,  for 
aught  he  knew,  he  should  not  only  be  compelled  to  swallow  a  por- 
tion of  the  noxious  liquid,  but  come  into  familiar  contact  with 
toads,  snakes,  snapping-turtles,  and  other  abominable  inhabitants 
of  such  a  place.  For  the  present,  therefore,  he  began  to  entreat 
the  aid  of  his  old  companion  in  the  most  supplicating  terms.  To 
his  utter  dismay,  the  gentleman  in  the  scarlet  mantle  not  only 
refused  him  a  hand,  but  answered  his  request  with  a  malignant 
laugh,  so  loud  as  to  make  the  swamp  ring  with  its  reverberations. 
"  Blood  and  fury !  why  don't  you  give  me  your  hand  ?"  cried 
Mike  at  last,  in  an  extremity  of  torture;  **  where  are  your  man- 
ners ?" 
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'•"Whiit  ails  you  T'  said  tlie  devil,  *•  that  you  roar  so  loud  ?*' 

'*  I'm  in  a  quandary  I"  bellowed  tlie  sergeant  "  Is  this  the 
way  you  treat  a  gentleman  in  distresB  ?  Don't  you  aee  Tm  split- 
ting up  to  my  chin?" 

«  When  I  fight^"  replied  the  other  ealmly^M I  ahooM  nj own 
groondi  and  if  yon  can't  reach  it^  it  is  no  fimlt  of  suml" 

^  Don't  jou  mean  to  give  me  satisfiustion?"  asked  Mika 

^AH  the  satisfaction  in  the  world.  Sergeant  Brown.  Ban 
satisfaction,"  said  the  deyil,  laughing  and  holding  his  sides. 

'^Yon  are  a  coward,"  cried  Mike,  drawing  his  sword,  and 
flonrishing  it  over  his  head. 

^Step  out,  sergeant,  and  make  your  words  good." 

^  You  are  no  gentleman." 

^  Granted,"  said  the  devil ;  ''  I  never  set  np  for  one.  But  I 
don't  think  you  are  much  better,  or  you  would  never  stand  Tapor> 
ing  there  with  your  sword,  and  straddling  as  if  you  thought  your- 
self a  man  of  consequence." 

"What's  the  use,"  said  Mike,  in  a  gentle  persuasive  tone, 
"  of  keeping  a  man  here  all  night,  tearing  the  life  out  of  him  by 
inches?  Just  give  us  a  hand,  like  a  genteel  Christian ;  and  as  to 
the  quarrel,  I'll  not  be  particular  about  it." 

"  Good  night,  Sergeant  Brown,"  said  the  devil ;  "  I  see  you 
have  no  mind  to  fight ;  and  as  I  did  not  come  here  to  trifle,  I 
will  w«dt  no  longer  for  you." 

So  the  devil  turned  round  and  disappeared. from  Mike's  view, 
with  a  bitter,  scoffing  laugh. 

The  sergeant  being  thus  left  alone  without  relief,  found  his 
torment  becoming  every  moment  more  insupportable ;  and  there- 
fore, without  further  eflbrt  to  reach  the  ground  on  either  side,  he 
plunged  head-foremost  into  the  pond,  from  which  he  rose  in  a 
moment  covered  with  black  mud,  and  with  a  multitude  of  ropes 
of  green  slime  clinging  to  his  shoulders,  and  platted  about  his 
throat 
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This  shock  had  the  effect  to  bring  the  blacksmith  partially  to 
his  senses.  He  awoke  from  bis  intoxication,  like  one  from  a 
dream,  wondering  at  the  chances  that  brought  him  into  such  a 
predicament^  and  with  a  confused  recollection  of  the  strange  ad- 
venture he  had  just  been  engaged  in.  His  conclusion  was,  '<  that 
the  old  chap  had  taken  him  in  again,"  and  he  therefore  set  off 
homeward,  very  much  ashamed  of  the  failure  of  his  expedition, 
and  not  less  vexed  to  hear,  as  he  once  more  arrived  on  dry  land, 
the  usual  valedictory,  ^'  Good  night !"  with  its  hoarse,  wild  and 
fiendish  accompaniment. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  give  any  further  avouch  for  these  facts 
than  the  authority  of  Hafen,  who  affirmed  that  he  had  them  from 
Mike  himself;  and  as  Mike  was  a  little  prone  to  exaggerate  when 
his  personal  prowess  was  in  question,  the  judicious  reader  will 
make  some  grains  of  allowance  on  that  score. 

There  were  various  incidents  in  Mike's  life  similar  to  those 
above  narrated ;  but  it  is  only  material  to  know,  that  not  long 
after  this  last  adventure,  Mike  began  to  grow  jealous  of  his  old 
crony's  attentions  to  Mistress  Brown.  There  was  a  spirited  in- 
tercourse kept  up  between  this  worthy  and  the  family,  which  re- 
Bulted  at  last  in  the  sudden  disappearance  of  the  matron  from  the 
neighborhood.  The  folks  in  these  parts  have  their  own  notions 
of  the  matter ;  but  they  don't  like  to  speak  freely  on  the  subject. 
Mike,  however,  bore  his  misfortune  like  a  philosopher.  He  very 
sedately  increased  his  allowance  of  comfort  by  doubling  the 
strength  of  his  cups,  and,  in  consequence,  was  more  frequently 
than  ever  beside  himself, — a  very  refreshing  expedient  for  a  man 
who  has  been  left  alone  in  the  world.  The  heir-apparent  and  the 
rest  of  the  progeny  abdicated  their  birthright,  and  wandered  off, 
it  is  supposed,  in  search  of  food.  The  shop  was  deserted,  the  an- 
vil was  sold,  and  the  bellows  fell  a  victim  to  a  pulmonary  attack. 
The  roof  of  the  dwelling  had  decayed  so  as  to  give  the  wind  and 
rain  free  admission.     The  relics  of  the  smithy  were,  one  windy 
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night,  Uown  down.  The  frune  of  ihe  honae  first  beoame  twisted 
ont  of  its  perpendicalar  line,  and  grmdolJly  sunk  to  esrth|  at  tlia 
base  of  the  brick  ohimne j  that  stands,  at  this  day,  a  numiiment 
to  show  that  another  of  the  host  of  Rerolationary  heroes  baa  de- 
parted. ^The  well  grew  to  be  choked  up  with  weeds ;  the  balaaee- 
pole  waxed  stiff,  and  creaked  in  its  swiyel  \  and,  finally,  Mike 
ceased  to  be  seen  in  the  coontry  side. 

It  is  now  many  years  gone  by,  since  these  mysterioos  erants 
empfoyed  the  gossip  of  the  neighborhood ;  and  many  credible 
witnesses, — amongst  the  rest  Hafen  Blok,-f-affirm  that  Hike  and 
his  wife  are  yet  seen  to  hold  occasional  conventicles  with  their 
old  associate,  in  that  part  of  the  swamp  known  as  the  devil's  bed- 
chamber. 

^  "  Well,  Hafen,"  said  I,  when  this  story  of  Mike  Brown  was 
concluded,  "  do  you  believe  it  all  ?" 

"  Why,  I  don't  know,"  replied  Hafen,  "  it  does  seem  to  me  as 
if  it  might  be  partly  true.  But  Mike  was  a  monstrous  liar,  and 
an  uncommon  hard  drinker.'' 

"  It  is  reasonable,"  said  Hazard,  ^^  to  suppose  that  the  devil 
should  be  fond  of  such  a  fellow  as  Mike  Brown.*' 

Said  Rip,  "  For  my  share,  I  don't  believe  it.  Hafen's  making 
fun  :  how  could  the  devil  walk  over  the  swamp  in  silk  stockings, 
and  not  get  them  muddy  ?" 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


AN    INTERLUDE. 


About  tLe  same  hour  of  tho  night  when  Hafen  Blok  was  regaling 
his  circle  of  auditors  in  the  porch  at  Swallow  Barn,  it  fell  out  that 
two  sympathetic  souls,  who  have  frequently  been  brought  to  view 
in  this  narrative,  were  weaving  closer  the  network  of  sentimental 
affinities  in  a  quiet  conference  in  one  of  the  chambers  at  The 
Brakes.  As  this  contemporary  incident  may  serve  to  give  my 
readers  some  insight  into  the  family  history,  I  will  relate  it  as  it 
was  told  to  me  by  Harvey  Biggs ;  only  premising  that  Harvey  is 
somewhat  dramatic  in  his  nature,  and  therefore  apt  to  put  words 
into  the  mouths  of  his  actors,  which,  if  the  matter  were  investi- 
gated, it  might  be  discovered  they  never  spoke.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  if  the  story  be  not  a  positive  fact,  (Harvey  makes  a  distinc- 
tion between  a  positive  and  a  simple  fact,)  it  is  at  least  founded 
on  a  real  event. 

The  bustle  attending  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  that  had 
just  been  concluded  by  our  plenipotentiaries  at  The  Brakes,  had 
subsided,  upon  the  departure  of  the  Swallow  Bam  cavalcade,  into 
an  unusual  calm.  The  family  retired  from  the  tea-table  with  a 
sedateness  that  might  be  ascribed  to  exhausted  spirits  ;  and,  what 
was  most  worthy  of  observation,  Swansdown,  neglectful  of  his 
onstomaiy  assiduities,  reUnquished  the  company  of  the  ladies, 


tooU^alnjfvl^ 

kaawnn^kni  ialo  Aaft  ifcite  of  adtf^eoi^plMaey  ^Uk 
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Thb  humor  did  not  pass  unobsenred.  nor,  perhaps,  mire- 
ienied :  foiT  es  soon  e«  effiurs  had  £dlen  into  the  poetnre  I  have 
deecribed.  Pmdenoe  Meriwether  and  Catharine  Tracy,  in  an  ap- 
parently careless  spirit,  set  to  walking  np  and  down  the  hall,  and 
afterwards  sallied  forth,  amidst  the  lingerings  of  the  twilight^ 
npon  the  open  hill-side,  and,  with  no  better  protection  against 
the  damps  of  the  evening  than  their  handkerchiefs  thrown  across 
their  shoulders,  strolled  at  a  snail's  pace  towards  the  river ;  and 
talked — heaven  knows  what ! — or,  at  least,  they  only  know,  who 
know  what  ruminative  virgins,  on  river  banks  at  dewy  eve,  are 
wout  to  say. 

It  was  nine  by  the  clock,— or  even  later, — ^when  they  returned 
to  the  front  door  and  sat  down  upon  the  steps,  still  intent  upon 
the  exchange  of  secret  thoughts.  After  a  brief  space,  they  rose 
again,  and  with  locked  arms  stepped  stately  through  the  hall,  to 
and  fro.  Still  the  interminable  Swaosdown  pursued  his  incessant 
discourse.  Another  interval,  and  the  two  ladies  slowly  wended 
their  way  up  stairs,  and  in  the  eastern  chamber,  looking  towards 
the  river,  lighted  by  a  solitary  taper  which  threw  a  murky  ray 
across  the  room,  they  planted  their  chairs  at  the  window ;  beneath 
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which,  until  late  at  night,  was  heard  a  low,  mormaring,  busy  note 
of  ceaseless  voices,  like  the  flutter  of  the  humming-bird  in  a  wil- 
derness of  honeysuckles. 

Harrey  pretends  that  the  subject  of  this  long  communing 
between  our  thoughtful  dames  had  a  special  regard  to  that  worthy 
personage  whom  but  now  my  reader  has  seen  seated  at  the  porch, 
with  his  foot  as  high  as  his  head.  I  have  said  somewhere  that 
Prudence  was  oratorical ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  heard  it  remarked 
that  the  ladies  of  the  Old  Dominion,  in  general,  are  not  sparing 
of  their  tropes.  Upon  that  subject  I  have  no  opinion  to  give,  but 
leave  the  world  to  draw  its  own  conclusions  from  the  following 
ftuthentio  conversation ;  authentic  as  far  as  Harvey  Biggs  is  a 
credible  witness. 

It  is  characteristic  of  Prudence  Meriwether, — as  it  is  of  sun- 
dry other  ladies  of  my  acquaintance, — to  lavish  much  fervor  of 
imagination  in  the  advocacy  of  any  favorite  opinion.  The  glow 
of  her  feelings  is,  of  course,  reflected  upon  her  subject,  and  the 
glow  of  her  subject  is  again  reflected  back  upon  her  feelings ;  and 
thence,  backward  and  forward  successively,  until  the  greatest 
possible  degree  of  heat  is  obtained  by  the  process ;  exactly  as  we 
see  the  same  result  produced  between  two  concave  mirrors.  It 
seems  to  me  that  an  attentive  observation  of  this  phenomenon 
may  go  a  great  way  to  explain  the  mystery  of  a  love  affair. 

The  present  theme  was  one  of  those  upon  which  Prudence 

was  wont  to  expatiate  with  a  forcible  emphasiu.     Her  rhetoric 

might  be  said  to  be  even  hyperbolical,  and  her  figures  of  speech 

were  certainly  of  the  most  original  stamp.     First,  she  gave  an 

inventory  of  Swansdown's  gentle  qualities.    ^  He  was  amiable, 

mild,  soft,  and  polished."    Then  again, "  his  voice  was  silvery,  his 

motion  graceful,  his  manners  delicate."    In  this  enumeration  of 

dainty  properties  she  sometimes  paused  to  ask  Catharine  if  she 

did  not  think  so. 

13^ 
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CftiliAriiie  thought  so,  of  ooone. 

"  There  was  a  gravity  in  hia.demeanor,"  said  Prndenoe,  "  iriiidi 
gave  authority  to  hia  presence,  and  seemed  to  rebuke  fiuBuliaritj ; 
and  yet  it  was  so  mixed  np  with  the  sallies  of  a  playful  iinagin>' 
tion,  that  it  won  the  good  opinion  of  the  world  almost  by  stealtL" 

^  He  b  Tory  generally  respected,"  said  Catharine. 

Prudence  continued  the  catalogue  with  increasing  warmth ; 
and  although  Catharine  was  not  so  figurative,  she  was  not  less 
energetic  in  her  pan^gyria  She  not  only  echoed  Pru's  sentiments, 
but  even  magnified  their  proportions.  Where  two  persons  agree, 
the  debate  must  be  short  Such  congeniality  of  thinking  oooludes 
discussion,  and  the  two  ladies  therefore  travelled  rapidly  throu|^ 
tho  inventory. 

Prudence  rose  to  the  height  of  the  stature  of  his  miud,  and 
descanted  upon  his  abilities. 

"  He  had  the  art/'  she  said, "  to  impart  a  charm  to  the  dullest 
subjects.  His  discrimination  was  intuitive,  and  facilitated  his 
journey  through  the  mazes  of  research,  like  one  that  wandered 
over  a  shorn  meadow.  Who  but  a  man  of  genius  could  unravel 
the  occult  darkness  of  the  boundary  line,  and  shed  certainty,  in 
one  day,  upon  an  important  question,  in  opposition  to  all  the 
courts  and  all  the  lawyers  of  a  state  that  boasted  of  both,  with  that 
forensic  jthrist  Mr.  Wart  (manifestly  prejudiced  against  his  opi- 
nion) on  tho  other  side  !  There  was  a  moral  romanticity  in  it 
It  was  like  casting  a  spell  of  ^'  gramarie"  over  his  opponents.  The 
world  would  talk  of  this  thing  hereafter !" 

<'  It  is  very  surprising,"  muttered  Catharine. 

*•  Think  of  it,  my  dear !"  cried  Prudence.  "  The  country, 
before  long  will  discover  his  dormant  talents,  and  he  will  be  com- 
pelled to  forego  his  reluctance  to  guide  the  destinies  of  his  native 
state." 

'^  It  can  be  nothing  but  his  modesty."  rejoined  Kate,  ^'  that 
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keeps  him  in  the  hackgroand  now.  He  never  would  have  boen 
beaten  three  times  for  Congress,  if  he  had  not  been  so  diffi- 
dent" 

*^  He  is  what  I  denominate  emphaticallj,"  said  Prudence,  '^  a 
man  of  lofty  sentiments :  nothing  sordid,  nothing  paltry,  nothing 
tawdry,  nothing — " 

^  Nothing,"  replied  Kate,  '^  nothing  of  the  sort." 

^  Snch  sonnd  opinions  I" 

"  And  spoken  in  such  chaste  language  1" 

"  Such  a  strain  of  charity  I  such  a  beautiful  commingling  of 
the  virtues  that  mollify,  with  the  principles  that  fortify,  the 
heart!" 

^  Such  a  rare  union  !"  echoed  Kate. 

Never  has  the  world  seen  more  perfect  harmony  than  that 
which  ruled  in  the  counsels  of  our  two  damsels. 

At  length  they  fell  into  a  speculation  upon  the  question,  why 
he  did  not  marry.  Women  consider,  very  naturally,  life  to  be  a 
sort  of  comedy,  and  constantly  look  to  see  the  hero  pairing  off  by 
.way  of  preparation  for  the  catastrophe.  They  agreed  that  there 
were  not  many  of  the  sex  who  would  not  think  themselves  fortu- 
nate in  an  overture  from  Mr.  Swansdown.  But  it  was  allowed 
that  he  was  fastidious.  It  resulted  from  the  peculiar  nature  of 
his  organization. 

"  I  confess,"  said  Prudence,  "  it  puzzles  me.  It  is  one  of  the 
inexplicable  arcana  of  human  action  that  I  cannot  explain." 

"Norl,  neither,"  replied  Kate. 

'^  There  are  men,"  said  Miss  Meriwether,  "  of  such  attenuated 
fibre,  that  they  shrink  at  the  rude  touch  of  reality.  They  have 
the  sensitiveness  of  the  mimosa,  and  find  their  afiections  withering 
up  where  the  blast  of  scrutiny  blpws  too  roughly  upon  them.  Such 
is  Singleton." 

"  I  believe  that  is  very  true,"  rejoined  Miss  Tracy ;  •*  and 
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besides,  i  think  Sir.  Swuiedown  is  a  little  dashed  by  biding  refusi-d 

To  this  succeeded  a  sLrewd  ini|uiry  as  to  wliat  was  bis  present 
purpose. 

"  For,"  said  Prudence,  "  it  is  qait«  clear  to  me  that  he  medi- 
tates BQ  importnnt  revolutioo  in  his  fate." 

"  Prudence,  I  have  lately  taken  up  the  some  idea," 
■  "  There  is  something,"  continued  Prudence,  "  in  his  thoughts 
^'Aftt  disturbs  him.  He  is  variable,  vacillating,  and  visiouary : 
sometimes,  you  would  suppose,  all  mirthful  esuberaoce, — if  vour 
opinion  were  governed  by  the  beaming  expression  of  his  face, — 
but,  when  he  speaks,  it  is  only  to  say  eome  commoD-place  thing, 
nith  an  air  of  enrnestnesg,  that  shows  his  thoughts  to  be  looking 
upon  some  invisible  idea.  He  is,  at  otlier  times,  ho  pensive,  that 
one  would  think  '  melancholy  had  marked  him  for  her  own.' 
What  can  it  signify  1" 

"  Can  he  have  taken  a  religious  turn?"  asked  Eate,  with  an 
air  of  wonder. 

"  No,"  replied  the  other,  thoughtfully. — "  It  has  the  fitfuInesB 
of  genius  distracted  by  its  own  emotions.  It  is  not  religion  :  we 
should  wiah  it  were  so.  But  it  is  not  that.  It  is  the  agitation 
of  sensibility.— An  imaginative  temperament  recreating  amidst 
the  attractive  creations  of  its  own  handiwork." 

"  Oh,  Prudence  !  how  much  that  is  like  Swansdown  himself?" 

"I  think,"  returned  Misa  Meriwether, '■  I  have  studied  his 
character  well.  And,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  my  dear  Catharine, 
I  fancy  he  recognises  some  affinity  between  us,  I  perceive  that 
when  he  ia  ouKioua  to  share  his  tlioughts  with  a  friend,  he  flies  to 
mo  ;  and  it  strangely  happens,  that  some  secret  instinct  brings  ns 
into  that  holy  confidence,  where  friendship  puts  on  its  garb  of 
naked  eimplicity,  and  ideas  flow  together  on  the  same  high  ^feL 
without  reserve." 
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I  Indeed  1  I  did  not  know  you  ware  so  iDtimatc  with  Mr. 
Bwansdowti.     It  is  etrangc  it  should  have  escaped  me." 

'■  Why,  it  was  sudden.  It  is  wonderful  to  think  how  long 
two  spirits  maj  associato  in  the  same  sphere  without  striking 
upon  that  chord  which  vihrntes  in  unison  in  the  hearts  of  both. 
But  fur  an  accidental  walk  wc  took  three  or  four  mornings  ago, 
Ijcfore  breakfast,  I  doubt  if  I  xhould  ever  Lore  been  brought  to 
that  coDvictioD  which  I  entertain  of  his  high  qualities.  And, 
take  hiin  altogether,  Kate,  I  think  him  a  timid  man.  He  is  even 
timid  in  his  intorcouriia  with  me  ;  although  he  passes  so  many 
moments  in  my  company," 

"  I  did  not  think  him  timid,"  Bttid  Kate. 

"  Oh,  I  am  sure  tliat  he  is  so,  my  dear  !  To  tell  you  the  truth, 
with  that  frankness  which  should  preside  over  the  breathings  of 
invtokblo  friendship,  I  have  no  question,  from  his  manner,  that 
he  has  something  of  a  very  delicate  nature." — 

"  No  I  Prudence  !  Yon  don't  think  so  I  My  dear,  you  de- 
ceive yourself.  Tou  are  entirely  mistahcn  in  hts  views.  Indeed, 
I  know  you  are,"  cried  Catharine  with  energy, 

"  Indeed,  I  am  sure  I  am  not,  Kate,  I  have  it  in  every  thing 
but  words." 

"Then,"  said  Kate  with  emphasis,  "  there's  no  faith  in  man  '." 

"  Why  not,  my  dear  Catharine  1" 

"  It  is  of  no  consequence,"  replied  the  other,  in  a  tremulous, 
murmuring  voice,  '■  The  thing  is  not  worth  investigating.  From 
Uty  other  lipa  than  yours,  Pru,  I  never  would  have  believed  that 
Swansdown  harbored  such  a  thought.  Wall,  I  wish  you  joy  of 
yonr  conquest.     I  renounce — " 

"  Heavens,  Catharine  I  Do  I  understand  you  right!  What 
a  dreadful  truth  d"  you  divulge  to  my  mind  !     I  comprehend 

«rBilenee,  my  dearest  Catharine,  and  do  not  ask  an  explanation, 
Qse  I  see  it  all.     This  is  one  of  the  cruelest  bolts  that  h'nM 
has  treasured  up  in  ber  quiver."  ^ 


"  Do  I  What  onght  we  to  do,  butiuiiiish  him  &om  our  favor 
BB  a  false-hearted  luinJon :  banish  him  to  the  anturctic  circle  of 
our  regard,  and  fix  upon  him  the  indelible  stain  of  our  displeasure  i 
From  this  moment  I  discard  him  from  my  heart.'' 

"  And  I  from  mine,"  aaid  Catharine, 

"  Now  wo  are  free,"  cried  Prudence.  "  Ib  it  not  lucky  that 
ve  have  had  this  interview?" 

"  Most  fortunate.  But  are  yon  sure,  my  dear  Prudence,  that 
you  have  not  made  some  mistake?  Do  you  think  be  seriously 
aimed  at  entrapping  your  affections  5" 

"  Sure,  my  love  I  Ho  did  every  thing  that  man  oould  do.  and 
said  every  thing  that  man  could  say,  short  of  falling  on  his  knee 
and  offering  me  bis  bund." 

"  What  unparalleled  perfidy  !  When  I  cootraat  what  yon  tell 
me  with  what  I  know,  and  for  seven  long  months  have  so  fre- 
quently experienced — " 

"  For  seven  months  V 

"  For  seven  months,  believe  me,  my  dear  Prudence,  for  seven 
months." 

«  Why  he  told  roe,  Catharine,  only  this  morning,  that  he  never 
could  grow  intimate  with  you-  That  you  had  a  reserve  in  your 
manners  which  repelled  all  advances  ;  that — " 

"  Good  heavens  I  does  Swansdown  say  so  ?  There  is  an 
hypocrisy  in  that,  my  dear  Prudence,  which  shocks  me.  He  has 
bad  some  sinister  design." 

"  Oh  !  forbear,  Catharine.  Do  not  mention  it  I  always 
thought  him  somewhat  worldly-minded ;  a  little  hollow-hearted, 
lie  shows  it  in  the  expression  of  his  countenance," 

"  Particularly,"  replied  Catharine,  "  about  the  eyes,  wha 
smiles.     Do  jou  know,  I  always  suspected  him.     I  hare  ft  h 
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of  a  man  of  extrayagant  professions,  and  have  often  doubted  the 
nncerity  of  Swansdown." 

''Sincerity!  Let  not  the  word  be  profaned  by  wedding  it 
with  his  name.  It  is  plain,  that  all  those  apparently  deep  emotions 
"by  whicb  he  vainly  endeavored  to  wrench  from  me — ^yes,  to  wrench 
firom  me,  my  affections,  were  but  the  false  glitter  that  plays  about 
the  sunny  summit  of  worldly  profession." 

^  But  when  you  tell  me,"  said  Catharine,  interrupting  her 
friend,  ''that  he  has  made  an  assault  upon  your  affections,  I  am 
lost  in  amazement.  He  has  twenty  times  insinuated  to  me,  that 
ahhougb  he  thought  you  a  woman  of  some  pretensions,  yet  you 
were  the  last  woman  in  the  world  that  could  interest  his  regard. 
He  said  he  thought  your  manners  unnatural,  and  your  tone  of 
feeling  superficial.     I  recollect  his  very  words." 

"  What  reason  have  I  to  be  thankful,"  exclaimed  Prudence, 
clasping  her  hands,  "  that  I  have  escaped  the  snare  he  has  infused 
into  my  cup  I  He  has  been  lavish  of  expedients  to  entrap  me. 
Would  you  believe  it,  Catharine,  he  has  actually  written  a  long, 
and,  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  talented  letter,  depicting 
the  misery  of  the  Greek  matrons,'  and  their  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  their  country,  with  a  view  to  gratify  me,  and  inspire  me  with  a 
loftier  sentiment  of  admiration  for  him.  He  was  aware  of  my 
seal  in  that  cause." 

"  The  Greeks  !"  said  Catharine.  "  Does  he  pretend  to  be  an 
advocate  for  the  cause  of  the  Greeks  ?  His  precise  words  to  me 
were,  that  he  thought  the  Greeks  the  most  barbarous,  the  most 
uninteresting,  and  the  vilest  wretches  in  the  world." 

"The  infidel!  the  preposterous  man  1  What  a  fatal  mildew 
must  have  struck  its  fangs  into  the  understanding  and  the  heart 
of  the  being  that  uttered  such  a  sentiment  1  And  then,  what 
risy  must  have  varnished  his  &oe,  whilst  his  pen  traced  his 
L.to  the  sensibilities  of  Virginia  in  behalf  of  the  suffering 
palaKJjt^! 


"  It  could  not  have  been  Lis  own,"  replied  Catharine.       "^^^ 

"  Indeed,  I  should  doubt  it  nijsclf,"  said  Prudence,  "  if  it  wore 
not  remurlmhle  for  those  affected  ornaments  of  stjle  whieb  dis- 
figure even  the  best  of  his  offusiona.  You  may  easily  see  that  it 
abounds  in  those  vicioae  decorations  vrhich  betray  a  false  ta^te. 
those  superfluous  redundancies  that  e^iarkla  out  in  his  composi- 
tiona,  like  the  smothered  embers  of  an  extinguished  fnrnaee," 

"  I  think,"  added  Catharine,  "  that  it  will  iuTariably  be  found 
th&t  a  bad  heart — " 

"  Yea,  my  dear,  that  is  perfectly  true :  a  bad  lieart  never  puta 
pen  to  paper,  but  its  guardiun  imp  stands  at  its  elbow,  and  in^es 
into  the  composition  a  spice  of  hypocrisy.  And  had  he  the  >s- 
auTBnoe  to  say  that  he  thought  my  maanera  unnatural?" 

"  Yes  ;  he  said  you  were  stiff  and  formal,  and  almost  inaooeH- 
Bible." 

"  That  shows  his  poverty  of  thought,  Catharine ;  for  he  made 
use  of  the  same  terms  in  referenco  to  you." 

"  He  said  he  thought  it  strange,"  continued  Catharine,  "  that 
you  should  fancy  you  were  doing  good  by  circulating  traets.  He 
observed  this  was  another  of  your  follies ;  that  these  tracts — " 

"  And  BO  he  had  the  effrontery  to  attack  the  Tract  Society  I" 

"  He  had,  and  went  further  ;  he  remarked  that  the  society 
was  a  mere  invention  to  give  employment  to  busy-bodies  and 
ooun  try -go  ss  i  ps. " 

"  Heavens  and  earth !  had  bo  the  raslioess  to  <]uestion  my 
motives  1" 

"  To  bo  sure  lie  Lad ;  and  called  you  one  of  tho  immaculatea." 

"  Then,  I  am  done  with  man.  Depend  upon  it,  Catharine, 
the  sex  is  not  to  be  trusted.  There  is  a  natural  propinc|uity — 
proclivity  I  moan— in  this  baser  part  of  creation,  to  undevvalua 
all  that  is  virtuous.  I  never  saw  one  man  whose  impulse 
not  essentially  wicked." 


'"^ 
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"  Nor  I,  neither,  except  my  father,"  replied  Catharine. 

^  Of  oourse,  I  except  my  brother  Frank "  said  Prudence. 
^  Henceforward  I  abjure  the  sex." 

^  I  think  I  will  too,"  said  Catharine  in  a  lower  tone. 

"  Well  now,  Catharine,"  continued  Miss  Meriwether,  "  it  be- 
comes us  to  take  a  decided  part  in  reference  to  this  Mister 
Swansdown." 

"  What  do  you  propose,  Pru  ?" 

^  To  treat  him  with  that  cutting  coldness  which  we  both  so 
well  know  how  to  assume." 

^  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  make  him  of  so  much  importance." 

"  My  deaf,"  said  Prudence,  after  a  moment's  hesitation,  "  per- 
haps you  are  right  There  is  nothing  puffs  up  these  lords  of 
creation  so  much  as  to  find  our  sex  guilty  of  the  weakness  of 
even  the  homage  of  contempt.  Suppose  we  indicate  to  him  by 
oar  manner  that  we  have  unveiled  his  treachery,  and  show  him, 
that  although  it  has  been  so  assiduous  to  insinuate  himself  into 
our  good  opinion,  we  regard  him  as  an  object  of  perfect  indiffer- 
ence." 

"  As  one,"  added  Catharine,  "  whose  ways  were  known  to  us." 

"  Whose  fate,"  said  Prudence,  in  continuation,  "  is  a  subject 
that  has  never  occupied  our  thoughts." 

"  Whose  duplicity  has  failed  of  its  aim,"  said  Catharine. 

^^  Whose  tergiversation  and  ambidexterity  have  alike  excited 
our  ridicule,"  replied  Prudence. 

"  Agreed !  let  us  do  so,"  continued  Catharine ; — ^^  how  shall 
we  manage  it  9" 

«  By  our  looks,  my  dear  Catharine !  I  will  look  into  the  deep- 
est recesses  of  his  heart  with  a  glance,  and  wither  him  into  a 
spectacle  of  scorn." 

JtLookB  may  do  a  great  deal,"  replied  Catharine,  '<  and  I  will 
regSb^ie  my  demeanor  by  yours.  '^  I  am  glad  we  have  found  him 
out !" 


I  ^ 


afterwards,  a  buzzing  sound  of 
the  chamber. 
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CHAPTER  XXXL 

Bummer  mornings. 

In  the  country  every  thing  wears  a  Snnday  look  The  skies  have 
a  deeper  blue,  the  clouds  rest  upon  them  like  painting.  The  soft 
flutter  of  the  groves  hushes  one  into  silence.  The  chirp  of  the 
grasshopper,  as  he  leaps  in  his  short  semi-circles  along  your  path, 
has  the  feebleness  of  a  whisper ;  and  the  great  vagabond  butter- 
fly, which  gads  amongst  the  thistles,  moves  noiseless  as  a  strag^ 
gling  leaf  borne  upon  a  zephyr.  Then,  there  is  a  lowing  of  cows 
upon  a  distant  meadow,  and  a  scream  of  jay-birds,  heard  at  inter- 
vals ;  the  sullen  hammer  of  a  lonely  woodpecker  resounds  from 
some  withered  trunk ;  and,  high  above,  a  soaring  troop  of  crows, 
hoarse  with  cawing,  send  forth  a  far-o£r  note.  Sometimes  a  huge 
and  miry  mother  of  the  sty,  with  her  litter  of  querulous  pigs, 
steps  leisurely  across  the  foreground ;  and  a  choir  of  locusts  in 
the  neighboring  woods  spin  out  a  long  stave  of  music,  like  the 
pupils  of  a  singing-school  practising  the  elements  of  psalmody. 
Still,  this  varied  concert  falls  faintly  upon  the  ear,  and  only  seems 
to  measure  silence. 

Our  morning  pursuits  at  Swallow  Bam  partake  somewhat  of 
the  quiet  character  of  the  scenery.  Frank  Meriwether  is  an  early 
riser  at  this  season,  and  generally  breakfasts  before  the  rest  of 
the  family.     This  gives  him  time  to  make  a  circuit  on  horseback, 
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to  inepeol  tbe  progreaB  of  his  form  concerns.     He  retarna  before 
tlie  heat  of  the  day,  and,  abodt  noon,  tnaj  be  fouod  Blretched 

,  npOD  a  broad  settee  in  the  hall,  with  a  pile  of  books  on  the  floor 
beneath  him,  aud  a  dozen  newspapers  thrown  around  in  great 
confusion :  not  anfrcqacntly,  too,  he  is  overtaken  with  a  deep 
sleep,  with  a  volume  straddling  his  noso ;  and  ho  will  cootinae  in 
this  position,  gradually  enoring  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  key,  un- 
til he  awakens  himself  by  a  sudden  and  alarming  burst  that  le- 
Bcmblcs  the  hark  of  a  mastiff.  He  says  the  old  clock  puts  him 
asleep,  and,  in  truth,  it  has  a  very  narcotic  vibration ;  but  Fruik 
is  mauifestlj  growing  corpulent.  And,  what  is  a  little  amusing, 
he  protests  in  the  face  of  the  whole  family  that  le  docs  not  snora. 
The  girls  get  at  tLo  piano  immediately  after  breakfast ',  aud 
Ned  and  myself  uaualij  commence  the  morning  with  a  atrolL  If 
there  happen  to  bo  visitors  at  Swallow  Barn,  this  after-break£ut 
hour  is  famous  for  debates.  We  then  all  assemble  in  the  porob, 
Bnd  fall  into  grave  discussions  upon  agriculture,  hunting,  or 
horsemanship,  in  neither  of  which  do  I  profess  any  great  pro- 
fioiency,  though  I  take  care  not  to  let  that  appear.  Some  of  the 
party  amuse  themselves  with  throwing  pebbles  picked  from  the 
gravel  walk,  or  draw  figures  upon  the  earth  with  a  cane,  as  if  to 
assist  their  oogitutioos ;  and  when  onr  topics  grow  scarce,  we 
Muntcr  towards  the  bridge,  and  string  ourselves  out  upon  tbe 
rail,  to  watch  the  bubbles  that  float  down  the  stream  ;  and  are 
sometimes  &  good  deal  perplexed  to  know  what  we  shall  do  nnttl 
dinner  time. 

a  numerons  herd  of  little  negroes  about  the  estate  ; 

■  ud  these  sometimes  afi"ord  us  a  new  diversion.     A  few  mornings 

e  encountered  a  horde  of  them,  who  were  darting  about 

the  bushes  like  untamed  monkeys.     They  are  afraid  of  me,  be- 

I  nuse  I  am  a  stranger,  and  take  to  their  heels  as  soon  as  they  ace 

'  Be.     If  I  ever  chance  to  got  near  enough  to  speak  to  one  of 
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them,  he  stares  at  me  with  a  suspicious  gaze ;  and,  after  a  mo- 
ment, makes  off  at  full  speed,  very  much  frightened,  towards  the 
cahins  at  some  distance  from  the  house.  They  are  almost  all 
dad  in  a  long  coarse  shirt  which  reaches  helow  the  knee,  without 
any  other  garment :  but  one  of  the  group  we  met  on  the  morning 
I  speak  of,  was  oddly  decked  in  a  pair  of  ragged  trowsers,  con- 
spicuous for  their  ample  dimensions  in  the  seat.  These  had 
evidently  belonged  to  some  grown-up  person,  but  were  cut  short 
in  the  legs  to  make  them  fit  the  wearer.  A  piece  of  twine  across 
the  shoulder  of  this  grotesque  imp,  served  for  suspenders,  and 
kept  his  habiliments  from  falling  about  his  feet.  Ned  ordered 
this  crew  to  prepare  for  a  foot-race,  and  proposed  a  reward  of  a 
piece  of  money  to  the  winner.  They  were  to  run  from  a  given 
point,  about  a  hundred  paces  distant,  to  the  margin  of  the  brook. 
Our  whole  suite  of  dogs  were  in  attendance,  and  seemed  to  un- 
derstand our  pastime.  At  the  word,  away  went  the  bevy,  accom- 
panied by  every  dog  of  the  pack,  the  negroes  shouting  and  the 
dogs  yelling  in  unison.  The  shirts  ran  with  prodigious  vehe- 
mence, their  speed  exposing  their  bare,  black,  and  meager  shanks, 
to  the  scandal  of  all  beholders  ;  and  the  strange  baboon  in  trow- 
sers struggled  close  in  their  rear,  with  ludicrous  earnestness, 
holding  up  his  redundant  and  troublesome  apparel  with  his  hand. 
In  a  moment  they  reached  the  brook  with  unchecked  speed ;  and, 
as  the  banks  were  muddy,  and  the  dogs  had  become  tangled  with 
the  racers  in  their  path,  two  or  three  were  precipitated  into  the 
water:  This  only  increased  the  merriment,  and  they  continued 
the  contest  in  this  new  element,  by  floundering,  kicking,  and 
splashing  about,  like  a  brood  of  ducks  in  their  first  descent  upon 
a  pool.  These  young  negroes  have  wonderfully  flat  noses,  and 
the  most  oddly  disproportioned  mouths,  which  were  now  opened 
to  their  full  dimensions,  so  as  to  display  their  white  teeth  in 
striking  contrast  with  their  complexions.     They  are  a  strange 
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that  already  begins  to  exercise  its  inflaence  upon  my  habits. 
There  is  a  fascination  in  the  quiet,  irresponsible,  and  reckless  na- 
ture of  these  country  pursuits,  that  is  apt  to  seize  upon  the  im- 
agination of  a  man  who  has  felt  the  perplexities  of  business. 
Ever  since  I  haye  been  at  Swallow  Barn,  I  have  entertained  a 
yery  philosophical  longing  for  the  calm  and  dignified  retirement 
of  the  woods.  I  begin  to  grow  moderate  in  my  desires ;  that  is, 
I  only  want  a  thousand  acres  of  good  land,  an  old  manor-house, 
on  a  pleasant  site,  a  hundred  negroes,  a  large  library,  a  host  of 
friends,  and  a^  reserve  of  a  few  thousands  a  year  in  the  stocks, — 
in  case  of  bad  crops, — and,  finally,  a  house  full  of  pretty,  intelli- 
gent, and  docile  children,  with  some  few  et  ceteras  not  worth  men- 
tioning. 

I  doubt  not,  after  this,  I  shall  be  considered  a  man  of  few 
wants,  and  great  resources  within  myself. 


The  day  that  followed  our  adventuro  in  the  Qoblin  Stramii  teas 
a  busy  one.     We  were  to  Lave  our  dinner  party  at  Swallow  Barn. 

At  an  early  liour,  before  breakfast  a  servant  waited  at  the 
front  door  for  Haaard'a  ordora.  This  waa  a  negro  boy  equipped 
for  service  on  borEeWck.  Ho  was  rather  more  trig  in  bia  appear- 
ance than  I  waa  accustomed  to  see  tbc  serrants.  From  bis 
jockey  air,  and  tbe  conceited  slant  he  had  given  to  na  old  dark- 
colored  cap  with  g  yellow  band,  which  stuck  upon  one  side  of  bis 
bead,  I  was  not  wrong  in  my  conjecture  that  he  bad  somctbing 
to  do  witli  tbe  race-borses.  He  was  mounted  upon  one  of  this 
stuck;  a  tall,  full-blooded  bay,  just  ready  to  start,  wbca  Hazard 
cnme  to  inatruct  him  in  tbe  purpose  of  bis  errand. 

"  Ganymodo,"  eaid  Ned,  "  you  will  go  to  tbe  Court  Hooao, 
■■  wtd  give  my  compliments — " 

H      "  Tes,  sir."  said  tbe  messenger,  with  a  joyful  countenance. 
■      — "  To  Mister  Toll  Hedges  and  tbe  doctor,  ami  tell  them  that 
we  expect  some  friends  liero  at  dinner  to  day," 

"  Tes,  sir,"  shouted  tbe  negro,  and  striking  bis  beels  into  bis 
horse's  sides  at  the  same  instant,  plunged  forward  some  paces. 

"  Come  back,"  cried  Nod ;  "  what  nre  you  going  after  ?" 

"  To  ox  Mas  Toll  Hedges  aad  the  doctor  to  oome  here  to  din- 
t  to-d>7,"  returned  the  impatient  boy. 


"  Wait  until  yon  bear  what  I  have  to  tell  you,"  continued 
Ned.  "  Say  to  them  that  your  Master  Frank  will  be  glad  to  see 
them  ;  and  that  I  wish  theiu  to  bring  auy  body  along  with  them 
the  J  choose." 

"  That's  all !"  exclaimed  the  negro  again,  and  onoe  more 
bounded  off  towards  tlio  high  road. 

"  You  black  rascal  I"  cried  Ned  at  the  top  of  his  Toice,  and 
laughing,  "  come  back  again.  You  arc  in  a  monstrous  hurry. 
I  wish  you  would  show  somcthiug  of  this  activity  when  it  is  more 
wanting.  Now,  hear  me  oat.  Tell  them,  if  they  see  the  'sr[uire, 
to  bring  him  along." 

"  Yes,  sir." 

"  And  B3  you  pass  by  Mr,  Braxton  Beverly's,  fltop  there,  and 
axk  htm  if  he  will  favor  us  with  Lis  company.  And  if  he  cannot 
oome  himself,  tell  him  to  send  ub  some  of  the  family.  Tell  him 
to  send  them,  at  any  rate.  Let  me  see  ;  is  there  any  body  else? 
If  you  meet  any  of  the  gentlemen  about,  give  them  my  compli- 
meats,  and  tell  them  to  come  over." 

"  Yes,  sir." 

''  Now  can  you  remember  it  all?" 

"Never  fear  me,  Maa  Ned,"  said  the  negro,  with  his  low- 
country,  broad  pronunciation,  that  entirely  discards  the  letter  R. 

"  Then  be  oiF,"  cried  Hazard,  "  and  let  me  hear  of  no  loiter- 
ing on  the  road." 

"  That's 'mo  I"  shouted  Ganymede,  in  tl;o  same  tone  of  cxocb- 
sive  spirits  be  evinced  on  his  first  appearance.  "I'll  bo  bound  I 
make  tracks !"  and,  saying  tliia,  the  negro  flourished  hia  hand 
above  his  head,  struck  his  heels  agun  on  the  horse's  ribs,  hulioocd 
with  a  wild  scream,  and  shot  forward  like  an  arrow  from  a  bow. 

Soon  after  breakfast  the  visitors  from  The  Brakes  began  to 
appear.  First  came  Prudence  Meriwother  with  Calharino,  in  Mr. 
Tracy's  carriage.     About  an  hour  afterwards,  Swausdown's  glit- 
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tering  curricle  arrived,  bringing  Bel  Tracy  under  the  convoy  of 
the  gentlciuan  liiniBelf.  After  another  interval,  Harvey  Biggs 
and  Ralpli  followed  on  horseback.  Mr.  Tracy  had  not  accom- 
panied cither  of  these  parties  ;  but  Harvey  brought  an  assurance 
from  him  that  he  would  be  punctual  to  the  engagement 

A  dinner  party  in  the  country  is  not  the  premeditated,  anxious 
affair  it  is  in  town.  It  has  nothing  of  thut  long,  awful  interval 
between  the  arrival  of  the  guests  and  the  serving  up  of  tlio  dishes, 
when  men  look  in  each  other's  faces  with  empty  stomachs,  and 
utter  inane  commOD-places  with  an  obvious  air  of  insincerity,  tf 
not  of  actual  suffering.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  understood  to  be 
a  regular  spending  of  tlie  day,  iu  which  the  guesta  assume  all  the 
privileges  of  inmates,  sleep  on  the  sofas,  lounge  tbroagh  the  halls, 
read  the  newspapers,  stroll  over  the  grounds,  and,  if  pinched  by 
appetite,  stay  their  stomachs  with  bread  aud  butter,  and  toddy 
made  of  choice  old  spirits. 

There  were  several  hours  yet  to  bo  passed  before  dinner-time 
Our  company,  therefore,  began  to  betake  themselves  to  such  oc- 
cupations as  beat  Bortcd  with  their  idle  humors.  Harvey  Riggs 
hod  already  communicated  to  me  the  incidents  I  have  recorded 
of  the  interview  between  Prudence  and  Catharine,  aud  our  cari- 
osity bad  boon  accordingly  aroused  to  see  in  what  way  the  two 
damsels  intended  to  pursue  the  measures  which  both  bad  voted. 
necessary  in  their  omergeney.  An  occasion  now  occurred  to  put 
them  in  practice.  Prudence  was  seated  at  the  piano  strumming 
a  tune ;  Swansdown  was  in  the  courtyard,  looking  through  the 
open  window,  witli  a  flower  in  his  hand  regaling  his  nose,  and 
listening  to  the  strains,  the  syren  strains,  that  fell  from  his  fair 
enemy.  Presently  the  piano  cca.sod,  the  maiden  turned  carelessly 
towards  the  window,  Swansdown  put  on  a  winning  smile,  said 
some  unheard,  gallant  thing,  and  presonleJ  the  nosegay  to  the 
lady.     She  smelt  it,  and  sat  down  at  that  very  window.     This 


mmmUiiSiik  tfrtlSbr- *  M^*" 


A     COONTRT     WATHERCNO.  315 

poeition  brought  her  car  right  oppoaite  the  gcstlcman's  lips.  It 
is  pretty  obvioas  what  must  follow,  when  n  cavalier  has  such  an 
advaotage  over  even  an  angry  dame.  Soon  Prudence  waa  obser. 
Ted  to  smile  ;  and,  straightway,  the  conference  bocame  soft  and 
low,  accompanied  with  earnest,  sentimental  looks,  and  ever  and 
anon  relieved  by  a  fiutturmg,  short,  ambiguous,  and  aoraewliat 
breathless  laugh.  It  was  plain,  Prudenee  was  enforcing  her 
tactics.  She  was  heaping  coals  of  &rc  upon  the  head  of  the  luck- 
less swain.  In  truth,  if  she  yet  nursed  her  wrath,  it  eeeined  to 
h»TO  grown  monstrous  charitable.  Perhaps  she  relented  in  her 
stem  purpose,  and  gave  way  to  the  gentler  emotions  of  pity,  in 
the  hope  of  converting  the  sinner.  Perhaps  she  had  tempered 
her  censure  of  man's  obliquities,  by  the  spontaneous  and  irreaist- 
ible  overfiow  of  her  own  tendcrnesB  |  or,  perhaps  ^hc  had  been 
altogether  in  a  mbtake.  Whatever  was  the  truth,  her  present 
purpose,  motive,  and  action,  certainly  seemed  to  me  marvellouslj 
inexplicable. 

Whilst  this  private  interview  was  going  on,  the  members  of 
die  fauuschold  passed  freely  along  the  hall.  A  drawing  would 
allow  my  reader  how  one  might  have  looked  thence  into  the  par- 
lor, and  seen  the  position  of  the  speakers  ;  and  how  from  the  lit- 
tle porch  where  Harvey  and  I  were  seated,  we  could  discern 
Swansdown  throngli  a  screen  of  rost-bushcs,  as  he  stood  with  his 
Iieftd  ratlier  inside  of  the  casement.  .But,  for  want  of  a-gooU  map 
or  sketch  of  the  premises,  these  things  must  be  conceived.  At 
length  Catharine,  who  till  now  liad  been  engaged  with  other  cares, 
and  who  had,  I  presume,  supposed  that  the  war  against  the  per- 
fidious poet,  philosopher,  and  future  pillar  of  the  state,  was  to  be 
one  of  ejctcrmi nation,  came  flaunting  along  the  hall,  carolling  u, 
gay  tune,  and  wearing  an  outside  of  unaooufltorocd  levity.  When 
she  arrived  opposite  the  parlor  door,  the  same  phenomenon  that 
had  put  us  at  fault  seemed  all  at  once  to  strike  her.     An  emo- 
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IjoD  of  sarprise  van  \mh\e  apon  bor  coaQt«iuiioe.  SEic  pat««d. 
wuDl  back,  looked  into  tbe  parlor,  hcBiUtted.  retorncd  towards  ibe 
&0Dt  door,  stood  still  a  momont  in  a  fit  of  abstrttction,  wheeled 
round,  and  finally  entered  tko  room  with  a  face  all  emoothnes 
and  pleainire.  Her  plans  were  concerted  during  tbeae  motions. 
Her  accost  was  playful,  loud,  and  even  unusually  gTBcions  ;  and 
from  that  moment  the  trio  fell  into  an  easy,  voluble,  aud  pleaMBt 
dieeourse,  in  which  the  two  ladies  talkud  without  intermission,  and 
without  listening  to  each  other,  for  a  good  half-hour. 

'  That's  strange  1"  said  Uarrey,  looking  at  me  with  a  face 
of  wonder. 

"  You  httvo  miarepreaented  them,  Harrej,"  S)ud  L 
Hot  a  jot ;  for  Bel  has  bad  the  whole  detailed  to  her,  not 
exactly  in  the  words  T  hare  given  yon,  but  in  substance,  firom 
eoob  of  them  separately  this  morning.  They  have  both,  in  turn, 
confided  to  her  the  conversation  of  last  night ;  and,  like  a  good 
secret-keeper,  she  has  told  it  all  to  me, — knowing  my  anxiety  in 
the  matter, — but  with  a  etriot  injunction  that  it  was  to  go  no 
{ttrthcr.  And  so  I,  in  order  that  I  may  have  a  witness  to  my 
fidelity,  have  told  it  all  to  you,  who  of  course  will  understand  it 
U  oonfidentia),  and  not  permit  a  word  of  it  to  escape  your  lips 
There  you  have  the  whole  pedigree  of  the  secret,  and  you  see  that 
I  am  as  close  as  a  woman.  In  the  detail,  I  have  not  in  any  de- 
gree impaired  the  excellence  of  the  story,  I  assure  you." 

"  Then  the  wind  blows  from  another  quarter  to-day,"  siud  I. 

"  The  thing  is  perfectly  plain,"  said  Harvey  ;  ■'  that  soli^mn 
au,  Swansdown,  has  a  greater  bold  on  these  women  than  they  arc 
willing  to  allow  to  each  other.  Prudence  is  not  quite  agreed  to 
trust  Kate  ;  and  Kate  is  half  inclined  to  disbelieve  every  word 
that  Prudence  has  told  her.  And  both  of  tbcm  think  it  at  least 
very  probable  that  there  is  some  mistake  in  the  matter.  So,  for 
fear  there  might  be  a  mistake.  Pru  has  set  alioot  making  n  do- 
RtonstratioD  for  herself;   and  Kuto  has  taken  tbe  alarm  from 
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what  she  has  disoovered,  and  is  afraid  that  Pru,  if  let  alone,  will 
get  the  whip-hand  of  her.  In  this  state  of  things,  they  have  dis- 
flolyed  the  alliance,  and  each  one  is  coquetting  on  her  own  ao- 
eonnt  It  is  something  like  a  panic  against  a  bank,  when  the 
creditors  are  all  dashing  in  to  get  the  preference  in  the  payment 
of  their  notes." 

Swansdown  was  at  last  relieved  from  the  spirited  ran  that  had 
been  made  upon  his  courtesy.  The  two  ladies  drew  off  to  other 
engagements,  and  the  disencumbered  gentleman  came  round  to 
the  door  where  we  were  sitting.  It  happened  that  Rip,  a  few 
moments  before,  had  been  released  from  school,  and  had  walked 
into  the  parlor  where  Prudence  and  Catharine  were  entertaining 
the  poet;  but,  finding  them  earnestly  occupied,  had  made  a 
circuit  round  the  room  and  out  again  without  stopping,  and  then 
came  and  seated  himself  on  the  sill  of  the  front  door,  where  he 
remained  when  Swansdown  joined  our  party.  What  had  previ- 
ously been  occupying  Rip's  brain  I  know  not,  for  he  sat  silent 
and  abstracted ;  but  at  last,  drawing  up  his  naked  heels  on  the 
floor,  so  as  to  bring  his  knees  almost  in  contact  with  his  chin,  and 
embracing  his  legs  with  his  arms,  in  such  manner  as  to  form  a 
hoop  round  them  with  his  fingers  interlaced,  be  looked  up  at  us 
with  a  face  of  some  perplexity,  as  he  broke  out  with  the  excla- 
mation,— 

«  Dog  them  women  1     If  they  ar'nt  too  much  I" 

^  Whom  do  you  mean.  Rip  1"  inquired  Harvey. 

'^  Aunt  Pru  and  Catharine." 

'^  What  have  they  been  doing  ?  you  seem  to  be  in  a  bad  hu- 
mor." 

*^  Oh,  dog  'em,  I  say !  they  won't  let  Mr.  Swansdown  do  any 
thing  he  wants :  always  tagging  after  him.  (Swansdown  was  a 
great  favorite  of  Rip's,  principally  on  account  of  his  horses.)  I 
don't  wonder  he  don't  like  to  stay  with  them." 

^  What  fault  have  you  to  find  with  the  ladies,  Rip  ?"  aakfid 
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Sraudowii,  amused  vith  the  boy's  maUDer.  "  Yon  are  not  uMgry 
with  them  on  my  account,  I  bope  V 

"  Yes,  I  am.  They're  always  a  taUcJng  about  you.  For  my 
share,  I  think  they  must  be  in  love  with  jou." 

Here  Harvey  Unghed  aload.  "  What  do  they  say  of  Mr. 
Swansdown,  Rip?" 

"  You  needn't  laugh,  Mr  Kiggs,"  said  Rip.  "  Havn't  I  heard 
them  both  talking  about  Mr.  Swooedown  ?  Oh,  oh  r  I  vrooldn't 
like  any  body  to  talk  about  me  so  I" 

"  I  hope  they  said  nothing  ill  of  me,  Rip  f  said  Swaasdown, 
a  little  confused. 

"  I  guess  they  didn't,"  replied  Rip.  "  Bat  you  had  better 
look  out,  else  every  body  will  say  that  you  are  going  to  get  mar- 
ried to  both  of  tbera.     That  would  be  ijueer.  wouldn't  it?" 

"  But  you  havn't  told  us  what  thuy  said,"  interrupted  Har- 

"  No  matter,  Rip,  about  that,"  said  Swanadown.  "  We  must 
not  tell  tales  out  of  school,  you  know," 

"  Catch  me  !"  replied  Rip,  "  I'm  not  going  to  tell," 

Saying  these  words,  ho  jumped  up  and  ran  off  to  his  sports, 
with  his  natural  careless  and  irresponsible  manner,  not  dreaming 
that  the  slightest  conset^uenoe  could  be  attached  to  any  thing  he 
had  uttered. 

This  simple  incident  had  a  sensible  influence  upon  the  conduct 
of  SwauBdown  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  He  had  of  late  been 
haunted  by  an  apprcbeneioa  that  he  was  almost  ashamed  to 
oeknowledgo,  namely,  that  it  was  possible  his  civilities  both  to 
Prudence  and  Catharine  might  be  overrated  and  misconstrued. 
They  had  both  flattered  his  vanity,  and  allured  him  by  that  means 
into  a  somewhat  intimate  intercourse,  although  it  was  very  for 
from  kindling  up  a  serious  interest  in  his  feelings.  Still,  this 
attention  was  agreeable  to  him  ;  and  once  or  twice  the  suspicion 
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might  liavo  crossed  Lia  oiinil,  that  he  was  permittiug  mttttprs  to 
go  too  far  ;  aa  indiscretion  which  he  foresaw  might  produce  some 
unptoasatit  eons etjne noes.  It  was  in  this  atate  of  doubt  that  he 
hod  left  the  ladies  but  a  few  momenta  since  ;  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, with  something  of  trepidatioa  and  alarm  that  "he  heard  Bip'a 
abrupt  disclosure,  made  with  tLo  boyish  reokleasness  I  have 
described.  Harvey  Kiggs  saw  this,  and  was  inclined  to  make 
advantage  of  it ;  but  Rip  took  the  caution  ineuleated  by  Swans- 
down,  and  frustrated  the  object.  The  most  amnsing  feature  in 
the  whole  transaction  was,  that  it  brought  about  the  very  state  of 
things,  by  the  voluntary  choico  of  Swansdown,  that  Prudence 
and  Catharine,  on  their  part,  bad  resolved  the  night  before  to 
compel;  but  which  their  uncertain  and  distruatful  polity  to-day 
bad  countervailed.  Swansdown  came  to  the  sudden  determination 
to  allay  tlie  false  hopes  he  had  raised,  by  assuming,  for  the  future, 
a  more  circumspect  and  reserved  behavior,  and,  as  soon  as  the 
opportunity  favored,  to  decamp  &om  the  field  of  action,  and  make 
bis  way  back  to  his  native  oaks,  where,  he  hoped,  his  ahseuoo 
would  in  a  short  time — at  least  in  as  sliort  a  time  as  ao  sore  a 
disease  allowed — heal  up  the  wounds  his  innocent  auJ  unwary 
perfections  had  inflicted  upon  the  peace  of  two  umjuict  and  un- 
happy spinsters.  Full  of  this  aeutiment,  he  suddenly  became 
pensive,  formal,  punctilious,  prosy,  and  cold.  Never  did  the 
thermometer  foil  more  rapidly  to  zero. 

Whilst  these  things  were  going  on,  our  companycontinued  to 
assemble.  Two  odd-looking  figures  arrived  on  horseback  at  the 
gatC:  followed  by  our  trusty  boy  Ganymede,  who  had  staid  behind 
to  accompany  the  guests  he  had  been  sent  to  invite.  The  older 
of  the  two  was  the  doctor,  a  fot,  sliort-winded  gentleman,  dressed, 
notwithstunding  the  beat  of  the  scasou,  all  in  woollen  eloth. 
Behind  Jiis  saddle  he  carried  a  small  valise,  suoh  as  gentlemen  of 
his  profession  use  in  the  country  for  the  conveyance  of  drugs  and 
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mediciiieK  Tlic  orlicr  wus  our  uld  friend  Taliaferro  Hedges, 
considerably  improved  in  attire,  but  with  bie  pantaloons — some 
while  cotton  fabric — rubbed  up,  by  the  action  of  bia  liorse,  almoBt 
to  hiis  knees.  He  wore  iiis  broad,  eliapeless,  and  tattered  straw 
bat,  tLat  flapped  over  bis  eyes  with  a  supreme  air  of  waggishncsa  - 
and  as  be  dismoanted  at  tLc  gate,  bo  deliberately  disburdened 
bis  luoulli  of  a  quid  of  tobacco,  and  walked  np  to  the  door.  It 
wns  now  past  one  o'clock ;  and  as  it  ie  usual  in  this  part  of  Virgi- 
nia to  follow  up  the  introduction  of  a  guept  at  this  hour  of  the 
day  with  an  vuvitation  to  take  some  of  the  toddy,  our  new 
oomors  were  ushered  into  a.  back  room,  wbi're  an  immeuse  bowl 
hud  been  prepared  by  Ned  Haiard,  who  was  ihcrts  present  with 
Meriwether  and  Mr.  Wart  to  administer  it 

In  the  midst  of  tlic  jest,  clamor,  and  laughter  of  the  oonroca- 
tion  that  was  now  assembled,  admiring  and  doing  homage  to  the 
icy  and  well-flavored  bowl,  other  visitors  were  introduced,  amongst 
the  rest  Mr.  Braxton  Beverly,  an  extensive  breeder  of  sheep  and 
blooded  horses.  lie  was  a  tall,  thin,  talkative  gentleman,  who 
had  an  authoritative  way  of  besieging  the  person  he  addressed,  and 
laying  down  the  beads  of  bis  dieeourse  by  striking  the  fingers  of 
bis  right  hand  upon  the  palm  of  his  left,  and  shaking  his  bead 
somewhat  as  I  have  soon  a  ballying  school-boy,  when  he  was  going 
to  fight.  Mr.  Chub  formed  a  part  of  this  group,  but  stood  rather 
in  the  baokground,  witii  bis  bands  tucked  under  the  skirts  of  bis 
eoat,  so  as  to  throw  them  out  like  the  tail  of  a  bantam  cock,  whilst 
he  erented  his  figure  even  beyond  the  perpendicular  line.  For  k 
time,  this  was  a  busy  and  a  gay  scene,  eharactented  by  tb«  exhi- 
bitiou  of  tliat  good-humored  and  natural  freedom  from  the  OOD- 
Btraint  of  forms,  whinh  constitutes  one  of  the  most  uuequivoOBl 
features  of  agenuine  bospitiility.  The  tumult  gradually  subsided, 
as  the  several  personages  in  the  room  retreated  towards  the  hall ; 
and  it  was  not  long  before  the  nholo  party  seemed  to  be  entirely 
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domesticated,  and  had  separated  into  as  many  fragments  as  whim 
or  chance  'produced.  Some  sauntered  towards  the  bridge,  and 
ihence  to  the  stable ;  some  sat  in  the  shade  of  the  porch,  and 
discussed  the  topics  that  interested  the  country ;  and  others 
wandered  as  far  as  the  schoolhouse,  whence  might  be  heard  an 
oooasioual  obstreperous  laugh,  the  sudden  consequence  of  some 
well-told  story. 

As  the  dinner  hour  drew  nigh,  our  scattered  forces  were  fast 
concentrating  upon  one  point.  The  ladies  had  assembled  in  the 
drawing-room ;  and  there  were  many  signs  that  could  not  be 
mistaken,  that  the  hour  dedicated  to  the  imperious  calls  of  appe- 
tite was  near  at  hand.  Still,  Mr.  Tracy  had  not  yet  appeared. 
Divers  speculations  were  set  on  foot  as  to  the  cause  of  his  absence. 
Perhaps  he  had  forgotten  his  engagement;  but  that  was  not 
probable,  considering  how  careful  he  was  known  to  be  in  all  such 
matters ;'  and  especially  after  the  interest  he  had  expressed  to 
relieye  Meriwether  from  the  sense  of  mortification  which  he 
supposed  his  friend  felt  in  his  defeat  He  could  not  have  lost  his 
way ;  nor  could  he  have  mistaken  the  hour.  A  general  anxiety, 
at  length,  began  to  prevail  on  the  subject.  Meriwether  was 
particularly  desirous  to  meet  his  neighbor  at  this  moment  of 
pacification ;  and  the  rest  of  the  party  were  curious  to  note  the 
old  geiitleman's  behavior  at  so  critical  a  juncture. 

The  dinner  hour  had  now  come,  and  every  one  was  still  on  the 
lookout  for  our  ancient  guest.  Most  of  the  gentlemen  were  con- 
gregated about  the  door,  watching  every  object  that  came  in  sight 
upon  the  road  leading  to  the  gateway.  At  last,  slowly  emerging 
from  behind  a  clump  of  trees,  at  some  distance  off,  where  the  road 
first  occurred  to  view,  was  seen  the  venerable  veteran  himself 
He  had  dismounted  from  his  horse,,  and,  unattended  by  any  ser- 
vant, was  walking  leisurely  with  his  arms  behind  his  back,  the 
bridle  dangling  from  one  hand,  and  his  horse  dodging  along  after 
14* 
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him,  afi  »lon  ns  foot  oould  fall.  Both  the  etoed  and  the  rider 
looked  pattoutly  uud  ponsivelj  upon  the  ground.  A  loug  iQtervil 
ckpscd  before  they  rciLchcd  t)ic  gate.  The  wortl)}'  geutlciuftii, 
all  uuconaoioos  of  the  l&tcncBs  of  the  hour,  or  of  hie  proxiioitj 
to  Lis  point  of  destiD&tion,  and  the  impatient  crowd  that  were 
giusing  at  liiia,  advanced  in  deep  thonghL  The  exterminated 
lawsait  disturbed  him.  He  thought  sorrowfullj  over  the  extin- 
guiohed  controverBj.  A  favorite  fiincy  had  been  anuihilated, 
untimely  oroppod,  as  a  flower  of  the  field.  He  could  not  realise 
the  idea.  The  privation  had  left  kim  no  Bubstituta  All  thia 
was  plainly  read  in  bis  movemente.  Ho  travelled  forward  a  few 
paces,  then  stopped,  raised  his  bead,  by  a  careful,  circuitous  mo- 
tion of  his  hand,  touk  liis  handkerchief  out  of  his  pooket,  paused 
and  udjusted  it  in  his  grasp,  then,  stooping  forward,  applied  it  to 
his  nose,  and  returned  it,  with  tbo  same  deliberation,  to  its  plane 
of  deposit.  This  operation  was  several  times  repeated,  and  ac- 
companied with  looks  of  bewildered  abstraction.  Poor  geatlc- 
man  I  Ue  bad  parted  with  a  friend  when  he  gave  up  hia  snit. 
He  arrived,  at  length,  at  the  gate,  where  he  was  met  hy  Meriwe- 
ther, and  almost  by  the  wliele  company.  It  was  a  surprise  to  him 
to  find  hiniHelf  so  near;  and,  immediately  dismissing  the  medita- 
tive air  which  bad  reudered  his  march  so  tardy  and  perplexed,  ho 
put  on  his  accustomed  demeanor  of  studied  and  sprightly  oivi- 
litj,  and  replied  to  the  numerous  greetings  with  au  alacrity  that 
aatoniahod  every  ono. 

"  I  fear  I  have  kept  you  waiting,  my  friend,"  said  he  to  Meri- 
wether j  "  that,  jou  know,  is  not  my  way  ;  but,  body-o' ine  t  I  had 
like  to  have  made  a  slip ;  my  tioiepicoe  is  to  blame.  Wo  old  fel- 
lows," be  continued,  looking  at  hia  wateh,  "  bavu't  so  much  of  this 
oommudity  to  lose  eitlier,  Mr.  Meriwether,  ha,  ha  t  Time  does 
not  spare  such  an  old  curmudgeon  as  I :  he  has  handled  me  prott; 
well  already." 


A     COUNTRY     GATHEIIING.  323 

"  Papa,  what  made  you  stay  so  long?"  asked  Bel.  "  We  have 
been  waiting  for  you  until  I  began  to  be  alarmed  lest  something 
bad  happened  to  you." 

^  My  dear  "  replied  the  father, ''  I  thought  I  would  just  ride 
round  by  the  Apple-pie  to  take  a  look  at  the  grounds ;  and  I 
believe  I  staid  there  rather  too  long." 

"  And  what  had  you  to  look  at  there,  all  by  yourself^  I  should 
like  to  know  ?" 

^  Nothing,  my  dear,  but  we  must  not  talk  of  the  Apple-pie, — 
not  a  word  1  That  subject  is  to  be  buried  for  ever.  It  is  done, 
I  assure  you,  my  dear,  it  is  done."  • 

With  these  words,  the  old  gentleman  entered  the  hall  and 
mingled  with  the  crowd. 
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forsakes  him  in  the  smallest  matters,  placed  Mr.  Wart,  Mr. 
Ghab,  and  one  or  two  of  his  elder  guests  near  his  own  seat. 

I  most  not  forget  to  mention,  that  beforeu  we  had  taken  our 
chairs,  Mistress  Winkle,  decked  oat  in  all  the  pomp  of  silk  and 
muslin,  sailed,  as  it  were,  with  muffled  oars  into  the  room  from  a 
side  door ;  and,  with  a  prim  and  stealthy  motion,  deposited  her 
time-worn  person  near  to  my  cousin  Lucretia.  It  is  a  custom  of 
affectionate  courtesy  in  the  family,  to  accord  to  this  venerable 
relic  of  the  past  generation  the  civility  of  a  place  at  table.  Mr. 
Tracy  was  aware  of  Meriwether's  feelings  towards  the  aged  dame; 
and,  prompted  by  his  overflowing  zeal  on  the  present  occasion  to 
manifest  his  deference  to  his  host,  he  no  sooner  observed  her  than 
he  broke  out  into  a  jocose  and  gallant  recognition  : — 

^  Mistress  Winkle !  what,  my  old  friend  I  It  rejoices  me  to 
see  you  looking  so  well — and  so  youthful !  The  world  goes  mer- 
rily with  you.  6ad's-my  life !  if  Colonel  Tarleton  were  only 
alive  again  to  make  another  visit  to  the  James  River,  it  would 
be  hard  to  persuade  him  that  time  had  gained  so  small  a  victory 
over  the  romping  girl  whom  he  had  the  impertinence  to  chuckle 
under  the  chin  so  boldly.  A  saucy  and  stark  trooper  he  was  in 
those  days.  Mistress  Winkle  !  But  the  gout,  the  gout^I  warrant, 
did  his  business  for  him  long  ago  !  Ha,  ha  !  You  hav'nt  forgot 
old  times,  Mistress  Winkle,  although  they  have  well  nig)i  forgot- 
ten you." 

The  housekeeper,  during  this  outbreak,  courtesied,  hemmed 
and  smiled ;  and,  with  much  confusion,  rustled  her  silken  folds 
in  her  chair,  with  somewhat  of  the  motion  of  a  motherly  hen  in 
the  process  of  incubation.  Mr.  Traoy  had  touched  upon  an  inci- 
dent which,  for  nearly  half  a  century,  bad  been  a  theme  that 
warmed  up  all  her  self-complacency,  and  which  owed  its  origin  to 
one  of  the  English  partisan's  forays  upon  the  river  side,  during 
the  Bevolution,  in  which  be  was  sidd  to  have  made  himself  very 


THE    DINNER    TABLE.  327 

tion,  or  the  march  of  intellect ;  the  veteran  waitingman  beiog 
well-contrasted  with  the  mde  lialf- monkey,  half-boy,  who  seBmeii 
to  have  been  for  the  Hrst  time  admitted  to  the  parlor;  whilst,  be- 
tween these  two,  were  exhibited  the  sueocssive  degrees  that  mark 
the  advsnco  from  the  young  savage  to  the  eedatfl  and  sophisti- 
cated image  of  the  old-faahioncd  nogro  nobility,  It  was  equal  to 
a  gallery  of  caricatures,  a  sort  of  saenio  satire  upon  mnn  in  bis 
Tarions  stages,  with  his  odd  imitativesoss  illustrated  in  the  broad- 
est linc9.  Each  had  added  some  article  of  eoxoombry  to  his 
dresB ;  a  pewter  buckle  fastened  to  the  shirt  for  a  breast-pin  ;  & 
dingy  parti-colored  ribbon,  ostentatiously  displayed  across  the 
breast,  with  one  end  lodged  in  the  waistcoat  pocket ;  or  a  prepos- 
terous cravat  girding  up  an  csorhitantly  starched  shirt  collar, 
that  rivalled  the  driven  snow,  as  it  traversed  cheeks  as  block  as 
niiduight,  and  fretted  the  lower  cartilage  of  a  pair  of  refractory, 
ravcn-hued  ears,  One,  more  conceited  than  the  rest,  had  phitted 
his  wool  (after  a  fashion  common  amongst  the  negroes)  into  five 
or  ais  short  cues  both  before  and  behind  ;  whilst  the  visages  of 
the  whole  group  wore  that  grave,  momentous  elongation  which 
ia  peculiar  to  the  African  face,  and  which  is  eminently  adapted 
to  express  the  official  care  and  personal  Importance  of  the  wearer. 
As  the  more  immediate,  and  what  is  universally  conceded  to 
be  the  more  important,  business  of  the  dinner  was  discussed,  to 
wit,  the  process  of  dulling  the  edge  of  appetite,  the  merriment  of 
tbc  company  rose  in  proportion  to  the  Icisnre  affordcil  to  its  ex- 
ercise ;  and  the  elder  portion  of  the  guests  gently  slid  into  the 
vivacity  of  the  younger.  Mr,  Tracy  did  not  lose  for  an  instant 
that  antiquated  cavalier  air  wbioh  be  hod  assumed  on  entering 
the  room.  As  Harvey  Kigga  eipressed  it,  "  he  was  painfully  po- 
lile  and  very  precisely  gay,"  The  ladle*,  for  a  lime,  gave  llieir 
tone  to  the  table  ;  and,  nnder  this  influence,  wo  found  ourselv^^ 
falling  into  det4kched  circles,  wlierc  each  pursued  its  eepaflrf^l 
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to  which  it  was  akin,  still  recommended  him  to  the  favor  of  those 
who  were  unwilling  to  desert  him  as  long  as  his  case  was  not 
absolutely  hopeless.  The  course  of  intemperance,  however,  gravi- 
tates bj  a  &tal  law  downwards :  it  is  unfortunately  of  the  most 
rare  occurrence,  that  the  mind  which  has  once  been  debauched  b^ 
a  habit  of  intoxication,  ever  regains  that  poise  of  self-respect  which 
preserves  the  purity  of  the  individual.  It  was  easy  to  perceive 
that  Hedges  labored  under  a  perpetual  struggle  to  constrain  his 
deportment  within  even  the  broader  boundaries  that  limit  the 
indulgence  of  the  class  of  gentlemen. 

Amidst  these  diversified  exhibitions,  Mr.  Wart  ate  like  a  man 
with  a  good  appetite,  and  gave  himself  no  trouble  to  talk,  except 
in  the  intervals  of  serving  his  plate  ;  for  he  remarked,  *^  that  he 
was  not  accustomed  to  these  late  hours,  and  thought  them  apt  to 
make  one  surcharge  his  stomach ;"  whilst  the  parson,  who  sat 
opposite  to  him,  wore  a  perpetual  smile  during  the  repast ;  some- 
times looking  as  if  he  intended  to  say  something,  but  more  gen- 
erally watching  every  word  that  fell  from  Mr.  Wart's  lips. 

The  courses  disappeared ;  a  rich  dessert  came  and  went :  the 
spirits  of  the  company  rose  still  higher.  The  wine,  iced  almost 
to  the  freezing  point,  moved  in  a  busy  sphere ;  for  the  intense 
heat  of  the  weather  gave  it  an  additional  zest.  We  had  made 
the  usual  libations  to  the  ladies,  and  exchanged  the  frequent 
healths,  according  to  the  hackneyed  and  unmeaning  custom  which 
prevaib  unquestioned,  I  suppose,  over  Christendom,  when  the 
epoch  arrived  at  which,  by  the  arbitrary  law  of  the  feast,  the 
womankind  are  expected  to  withdraw ;  that  time  which,  if  I  were 
a  sovereign  in  this  dinner-party  realm,  should  be  blotted  from  the 
festive  calendar.  I  should  shame  me  to  acknowledge  that  there 
was  any  moment  in  the  social  day  when  it  was  unseemly  for  the 
temperate  sex  to  look  upon  or  listen  to  the  lord  of  creation  in 
hilEi  pastimetf ;  bat  I  was  neither  monarch  nor  magician,  and  so  we 
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old  gentleman  brigbtcncd  up  a  little  and  looked  jocular,  although 
he  still  had  the  quaver,)  I  don't  know  but  I  would  as  lief  have  the 
lawsuit  as  the  land, — seeing  that  it  has  been  the  occasion  of  many 
merry  meetings : — ^I  will  take  upon  myself  to  propose  to  this  good 
company  of  neighbors  and  friends,  that  we  shall  drink, — ha  ha ! 
(continued  the  veteran,  waving  his  hand  above  his  head,  and 
inclining  towards  the  table  with  a  gay  gesticulation,)  that  we  shall 
drink,  gentlemen,  a  bumper ;  (here  he  took  the  decanter  in  his 
hand,  and  filled  hifi  glass.)  <<  Fill  your  glasses  all  around, — ^no 
flinching !" 

"  Fill  up  !  fill  up  I"  cried  every  one,  anxious  to  help  the  old 
gentleman  out  of  his  difficulties,  "  Mr.  Tracy's  toast  in  a  bum- 
per I" 

"  Here,"  continued  Mr.  Tracy,  holding  his  glass  on  high  with 
a  trembling  hand,  ^  here  is  to  our  admirable  host.  Mister  Francis 
Meriwether  of  Swallow  Bam  ! — a  sensible  and  enlightened  gentle- 
man,— a  considerate  landlord, — a  kind  neighbor,  an  independent, 
upright,  sensible,— enlightened — (here  he  became  sadly  puzzled 
for  a  word,  and  paused  for  a  full  half  minute,)  reasonable  defender 
of  right  and  justice  ;  a  man  that  is  not  headstrong  (his  perplexity 
still  increasing)  on  the  score  of  landmarks,  or  indeed  on  any  score  I 
— I  say,  gentlemen,  here's  wishing  him  success  in  all  his  aims, 
and  long  life  to  enjoy  a  great  many  such  joyous  meetings  as  the 
present;  besides — ^" 

^  Health  of  our  host,  and  many  such  meetings  !"  exclaimed 
Mr.  Wart,  interrupting  the  speaker,  and  thus  cutting  short  a 
toast  of  which  it  was  evident  Mr.  Tracy  could  not  find  the  end. 

'<  Health  to  our  host, — joyous  meetings  1"  cried  out  half  a 
dozen  voices. 

And  thus  relieved  from  his  floundering  progress,  the  old  gen- 
tleman took  his  seat  in  great  glee,  remarking  to  the  person  next 
to  blip,  ^  that  he  was  not  much  practised  in  making  dinner 


ipeechea,  but  that  he  oould  get  through  very  well  when  he  viu 
once  pushed  to  it." 

Merlwctber  sat  oat  this  adulatory  and  unexpected  assault  vitb 
painful  cmotioDS,  Binkiog  under  the  weight  of  his  natural  diffidence. 
The  rest  of  the  oompaey  awaited  in  silence  the  slow,  drawling 
aud  distinct  elocution  of  the  speaker,  with  an  amused  and  lodi- 
crons  suspense,  until  Mr.  Wart's  interruption,  which  was  the 
signal  for  a  shout  of  approbation ;  and  in  the  uproar  that  en- 
sued, the  wine  was  quaffed ;  while  Mr.  TradN?  chnclled  at  the 
eminent  success  of  Lis  essay,  and  Meriwether  stood  bowing  and 
blushing  with  the  bashfulness  of  a  girl. 

When  the  clamor  subsided,  Philly  Wart  remarked  in  a  quiet 

"  I  think  our  ^iend  Meriwether  will  scarcely  escape  a  speech 
in  reply  to  this  compliment  The  fashion  is  to  return  the  broad- 
side whenever  it  ia  given." 

"  I  pray  you,"  said  Meriwether,  with  an  emotion  amounting 
almost  to  alarm,  ''  do  not  ask  me  to  say  any  thing.  I  have  an 
insuperable  aversion  to  such  efforts :  my  nerves  will  not  stand  it 
Mr.  Tracy  knows  how  kindly  I  take  the  expression  of  bis  re- 
gard." 

Harvey  Biggs,  who  observed  Meriwether's  real  embarrass- 
ment, rose  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  oompany  to  another 
quarter ;  and  patting  on  an  air  of  great  solemnity,  observed  that 
ho  was  unwilling  to  lose  so  favorable  an  opportunity  of  paying  a 
tribute  to  two  very  worthy,  and  on  the  present  occasion  he  wight 
say,  ooDBpicuouB  persons  ;  "  I  mean,  gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  Mr. 
Vhiipot  Wart  and  Mr.  Singleton  Oglethorpe  Swanadown.  Re- 
plenish, gouUcmun  I  Here's  to  the  health  of  the  paeificators  !  the 
men  wLoko  judgments  could  not  be  led  astray  by  the  decisions  of 
oourtN,  and  whose  anergics  oould  not  be  subdued  by  the  formidft- 
blc  diIEouhie«  of  tlu>  Applc-pic  I" 


^B  THE     DINNER     TABLE.  333 

"  Bravo  !"  rang  from  every  mouth. 

"  A  apoech  from  Mr.  Swanadown  I"  exclaimed  Ned  Hazard. 
"  A  speoch  from  Mr.  Swanadowa  I"  echoed  from  all  quarters. 
The  gentleman  called  on  rose  from  his  chair.     Harvey  Rigga 
rapped  upon  the  table  to  command  sileDce ;  there  followed  a 

'*  I  do  not  rise  to  moke  a  specoh,"  aaid  Swansdown  tvith 
formality  of  manner. 

"  Hoar  him  I"  shouted  Harvey. 

"  I  do  not  rise,  gentlemen,"  Baid  ihe.othcr,  "  to  make  a  Bpeeoh  ; 
but  cuatom,  in  these  innovating  times,  almost  imperatively  exacts 
that  the  festive,  spontaneouB  and  unmerited  encomiums  of  the 
table, — that,  I  remark,  the  festive,  spoiitaneoua  and  unmerited 
encomiums  of  the  table,  generated  in  the  heat  of  convivial  zeal, 
should  meet  their  response  in  the  same  hilarious  spirit  in  whioh 
they  find  their  origin.  Gcntlenieu  will  understand  mc  ;  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  rebuke  a  custom  which  may,  and  doubtless  docs, 
contribute  to  the  embellishment  of  the  social  relations.  It  ia 
merely  my  purpose,  on  the  present  occasion,  as  an  humble,  and, 
if  I  know  myself,  an  unpretending  individual,  to  respond  to  the 
free  and  unhidden  cxpresaions  of  the  good-will  of  this  company  to 
myself,  and  my  distinguished  colleague,  with  whom  my  name  has 
been  associated.  In  his  name  therefore,  and  in  my  own,  I  desire 
to  ackuawlodge  the  deep  sense  we  entertain  of  the  compliment 
conveyed  in  the  toast  of  ovir  worthy  fellow-guest.  (Philly  Wart 
bowed  and  smiled.)  It  will  be  amongst  the  proudest  topics  of  re- 
membrance left  to  mc,  gontlcmeu,  amidst  the  vicissitudes  of  a 
changeful  life,  that  the  personal  eacrifiees  I  have  made  and  the 
toil  I  hare  bestowud,  in  the  successful  endeavor  to  define  and 
estahiish  the  complex  relations  and  rights  of  two  ostimahle  friends, 
have  foand  a  favorable  and  flattering  approval  iu  tlie  good  sense 
of  this  enlightened  company.     If  it  should  further  result,  that 
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I  choose,  sir,  to  stand  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  question,  as  the 
safest,  in  the  present  emergency.  Yere  sapit,  sir,  qui  alioio  per- 
icuio  sapit :  I,  therefore,  sir,  go  for  the  joke.  I  have  sometimes 
seen  an  old  hound  tongue  upon  a  false  scent ;  but  then  there  is 
music  made,  and,  I  believe,  that  is  pretty  much  all  that  is  wanting 
on  the  present  occasion. 

<'  When  a  man  is  praised  to  his  face,  gentlemen  of  the  jury," 
he  continued,  rising  into  an  energetic  key,  and  mistaking  the 
tribunal  he  was  addressing, — ^'  I  beg  pardon,  gentlemen,  you  see 
the  ermine  and  the  woolsack  will  stick  to  my  tongue :  Ormiibus 
hoc  vitium  carUaribus^  as  an  ancient  author  (I  forget  his  name) 
very  appropriately  remarks.  What  is  bred  in  the  bone, — ^you 
know  the  proverb.  But  when  a  man  is  praised  to  his  face," — 
here  the  speaker  stretched  out  his  arm,  and  stood  silent  for  a 
moment,  as  if  endeavoring  to  recollect  what  he  intended  to  say, — 
for  he  had  lost  the  thread  of  his  speech, — and  during  this  pause 
his  countenance  grew  so  irresistibly  comic  that  the  whole  compa- 
ny, who  had  from  the  first  been  collecting  a  storm  of  laughteri 
now  broke  out  with  concentrated  violence. 

"  Poh,  Ned  Hazard  !  you  put  every  thing  I  had  to  say  out  of 
my  head  with  that  horse-laugh,"  continued  the  orator,  looking  at 
Ned,  who  had  thrown  himself  back  in  his  chair,  giving  full  vent 
to  his  merriment. 

Philly  patiently  awaited  the  blowing  over  of  this  whirlwind, 
with  an  increased  drollery  of  look ;  and  then,  as  it  subsided,  he 
made  a  bow  with  his  glass  in  his  hand,  saying,  in  an  emphatic 
way,  ''your  healths,  gentlemen  I"  swallowed  his  wine,  and  took 
his  seat,  amidst  renewed  peals  of  mirih.  At  the  same  moment| 
from  the  depths  of  this  tumult,  was  distinctly  heard  the  voice  of 
Mr.  Chub,  who  cried  out,  with  his  eyes  brimful  of  tears,  and  a 
half  suffocated  voice,—"  A  prodigious  queer  man,  that  Mister 
Philly  Wart !" 
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Segmn  were  now  introdaoed,  the  deeBnters  were  filled  for  tlie 
second  time,  and  the  flush  of  social  enjoyment  reddened  into  a 
deeper  hue.  Some  one  or  two  additional  guests  had  just  arrived, 
and  taken  their  seats  at  the  table,  a  full  octave  lower  in  tone  than 
their  excited  comrades  of  the  board :  it  was  like  the  mingling  of 
a  few  flats  too  many  in  a  lively  overture ;  but  the  custom  of  the 
■oil  sanctions  and  invites  these  irregularities,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  this  rear-guard  hastened  on  to  the  van.  The  scene  pre- 
sented a  fine  picture  ;of  careless,  unmethodiied  and  unenthralled 
hospitality,  where  the  guests  enjoyed  themselves  according  to 
their  varying  impulses,  whether  in  grave  argumentation  or  top- 
pling merriment.  Now  and  then,  a  song, — none  of  the  best  in 
cxceutioD; — was  sung,  and  after  that  a  boisterous  catch  was  trolled, 
with  some  decisive  thumpings  on  the  table,  by  way  of  marking 
time,  in  which  it  might  be  perceived  that  even  old  Mr.  Tracy  was 
infected  with  the  prevailing  glee,  for  his  eyes  sparkled,  and  his 
head  shook  to  the  music,  and  his  fist  was  brandished  with  a  down- 
ward swing,  almost  in  the  style  of  a  professed  royster.  In  the 
intervals  of  the  singing  a  story  was  told.  Sometimes  the  conver- 
sation almost  sank  into  a  murmur;  sometimes  it  mounted  to  a 
gale,  its  billow  rolling  in  with  a  deep-toned,  heavy,  swelling  roar, 
until  it  was  spent  in  a  general  explosion.  Not  unfrequently,  a 
collapse  of  the  din  surprised  some  single  speaker  in  the  high  road 
of  his  narrative,  and  thus  detected  him  recounting,  in  an  upper 
key,  some  incident  which  he  had  perhaps  addressed  to  one  auditor, 
and  which,  not  a  little  to  his  disconcertment,  ho  found  himself 
compelled  to  communicate  to  the  whole  circle.  It  was  in  such 
an  interval  as  this,  that  Hedges  was  left  struggling  through  the 
following  colloquy  with  Ealph  Tracy : — 

"  I  made  a  narrow  escape." 

"  How  was  that  ?"  asked  Ralph. 

'^  Oh,  a  very  serious  accident,  I  assure  you  !     I  came  within 
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an  ace  of  getting  yoked  that  trip ;  married,  sir,  by  all  that's 
lovely !" 

"  No  !"  exclaimed  Kalph,  «  you  didn't,  sure  enough,  Toll  ?" 

« If  I  didn't,"  replied  Toll,  «  I  wish  I  may  be (here  he 

slipped  out  a  round,  full  and  expressive  malediction.)  I'll  tell  you 
how  it  was.  At  the  Sweet  Springs  I  got  acquainted  with  a  pre- 
posterously rich  old  sugar  planter  from  Louisiana.  He  had  his 
wife  and  daughter  with  him,  and  a  whole  squad  of  servants. 
Forty  thousand  dollars  a  year  I  and  the  daughter  as  frenohified 
as  a  sunflower :  not  so  particularly  young  neither,  but  looking  as 
innocent  as  if  she  wa'nt  worth  one  copper.  I  went  in  for  grace, 
and  began  to  show  out  a  few  of  my  ineffable  pulchritudes, — and 
what  do  you  think  ? — she  was  most  horribly  struck.  I  put  her 
into  an  ecstasy  with  one  of  my  pigeon-wings.  She  wanted  to  find 
out  my  name." 

"  Well,  and  what  came  of  it  ?" 

"  TJuir  were  only  three  things,"  said  Toll,  "  in  the  way.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  them,  I  should  have  been  planting  sugar  this 
day.  First,  the  old  one  didn't  take  to  it  very  kindly ;  and  then, 
the  mother  began  to  rear  a  little  at  me  too  ;  but  I  shouldn't  have 
considered  that  of  much  account,  only  the  daughter  herself  seemed 
as  much  as  to  insinuate  that  the  thing  wouldn't  do." 

"  Did  you  carry  it  so  far  as  to  put  the  question  to  her  ?" 

"•  Not  exactly  so  far  as  that.  No,  no,  I  was  not  such  a  fool 
as  to  come  to  the  ore  tentis ;  I  went  on  the  non-committal  princi- 
ple. She  as  much  as  signified  to  a  friend  of  mine,  that  she  didn't 
wish  to  make  my  acquaintance :  and  so,  I  took  the  hint  and  was 
off : — ^wa'nt  that  close  grazing,  Balph  ?" 

This  concluding  interrogatory  was  followed  up  by  one  of 
Toll's  loud  cachinations,  that  might  have  been  heard  a  hundred 
paces  from  the  house,  and  which  was,  as  usual,  chopped  short 
by  his  perceiving  that  it  did  not  take  effect  so  decidedly  as  he 
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cipBCtcd  upon  the  compAny.  Upon  this,  Hcdgea  became  rather 
sileiit  tor  Ihii  nest  half  hour. 

TLa  diniDg-ruom  had  for  eotne  time  post  been  groduallj  asBam- 
ing  that  soft,  mellow,  foggy  tint  which  is  said  by  the  paintcra  to 
spread  such  a  charm  over  an  Indiain-suniiiier  Undscapc.  The 
Tolames  of  smoke  roiled  utHJeatically  ueroas  the  table,  and  then 
rose  into  the  upper  air,  where  they  spread  theinselvea  out  into  a 
liuh,  dan  mass,  and  fiung  a  certain  liasy  witehery  over  the  scene. 
The  busy  riot  of  revelry  seemed  to  echo  through  another  Cimme- 
rium,  and  the  Sgurea  of  the  guests  were  clad  in  even  a  spectral 
obscurity.  Motionless,  exact  and  sombre  aa  an  Egyptian  obelisk, 
old  Carey's  form  was  dimly  seen  relieved  against  the  light  of  a 
window,  near  one  end  of  the  table ;  all  the  other  domestics  had 
fled,  and  the  veteran  body-guard  alone  remained  on  duty.  The 
wine  went  round  with  the  regularity  of  a  city  milk-cart,  stopping 
at  every  door.  A  mine  of  wit  was  continually  pouring  out  its 
recondite  treasures  :  the  guests  were  every  moment  growing  less 
fastidious  ;  and  the  banquet  had  already  reached  that  stage  when 
secoud-rate  wit  is  as  good  as  the  best,  if  npt  better.  *  The  good 
humor  of  our  friend  Wart  had  attracted  the  waggery  of  Itiggs 
and  Hasard,  and  they  were  artfully  soliciting  and  provoking  him 
to  a  more  oouspiouous  part  iu  the  faree  of  the  evening.  Like 
Munohauacn's  frosun  horn,  the  counsellor  waa  rapidly  melting 
into  a  noisy  temperature.  He  bad  volunteered  some  two  or  three 
atorios,  of  which  he  seemed,  somehow  or  other,  to  have  lost  the 
pith.  In  short,  it  waa  supposed,  from  some  droll  eipresaion  of 
the  eye,  and  a  slight  faltering  of  the  tongue,  that  Mr.  Wart  was 
growing  gay. 

Harvey  Riggs.  when  mattcra  were  precisely  in  this  condition, 
oontiivod,  by  signs  and  secret  messages,  to  ooneontrato  the  atten- 
tion of  the  company  npon  the  old  lawyer,  just  as  he  was  setting 
out  with  the  history  of  a  famous  oampaign. 
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^  You  all  remember  the  late  war,"  said  Phillj,  looking  around, 
and  finding  the  eyes  of  every  one  upon  him. 

This  announcement  was  followed  by  a  laugh  of  applause, 
indicating  the  interest  that  all  took  in  the  commencement  of  the 
narrative. 

**•  There  is  certainly  nothing  particularly  calculated  to  excite 
your  risible  flEumlties  in  that  I"  said  he,  as  much  amused  as  his 
auditory. — ^^  I  was  honored  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of 
Virginia  with  a  commission  as  captain  of  a  troop  of  horse,  having 
been  previously  elected  to  that  station  by  a  unanimous  vote  at  a 
meeting  of  the  corps." 

^  Explain  the  name  of  the  troop,"  said  Ned  Hazard. 

"  The  Invincible  Blues,"  replied  the  other  ;  "  the  uniform  be- 
ing a  blue  bobtail,  and  the  corps  haying  resolved  that  they  would 
never  be  vanquished." 

"  I  am  told,"  interrupted  Harvey  Biggs, "  that  you  furnished 
yourself  with  a  new  pair  of  yellow  buckskin  small-clothes  on  the 
occasion  ;  and  that  with  them  and  your  blue  bobtail  you  produced 
a  sensation  through  the  whole  country." 

"  Faith !"  said  Mr.  Chub,  speaking  across  the  table,  "  Mr. 
Riggs,  I  can  assure  you  I  don't  think  a  horseman  well  mounted 
without  leather  small-clothes." 

*^  I  took  prodigious  pains,"  continued  Philly,  not  heeding  the 
interruption,  ^  to  infuse  into  my  men  the  highest  military  disci- 
pline. There  wasn't  a  man  in  the  corps  that  couldn't  carry 
his  nag  over  any  worm  fence  in  the  country, — throwing  off  the 
rider — ^" 

^  The  rider  of  the  fence,  you  mean,"  said  Hazard,  dryly. 

"  To  be  sure  I  do !"  replied  Philly,  with  briskness,  "  you  don't 
suppose  I  meant  to  say  that  my  men  were  ez  egtns  dejecti — 
ezephippiated,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  coin  a  word  ?  No,  sir,  while 
the  horse  kept  his  legs,  every  man  was  like  a  horse-fly." 
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^^^p     "Wbal  system  of  discipline  did  yon  introduce?"  inqaired 
Harvej. 

"  The  system  of  foihunting,"  answered  Mr.  Wart ;  "  the  Terj 
boat  that  ever  was  used  for  cavalry." 

"  Go  on,"  said  Harvey. 

'■We  received  intelligence,  somewhere  in  the  Hnmmer  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirteen,  that  old  Admiral  Warren  was  ban- 
ning to  squint  Bomenhat  awfully  at  Norfollc,  and  rather  taking 
liberties  in  Hampton  Roads.  Ratione  cujus,  as  we  lawyers  say, 
it  was  thought  prndent  to  call  into  immediate  service  some  of  the 
most  efficient  of  the  military  force  of  the  country  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, up  came  an  order  addressed  to  me,  commanding  me  to 
repair  with  my  men,  as  speudily  as  possible,  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Crancy  Island.  This  summons  operated  like  an  electric  shock. 
It  was  the  first  real  flavor  of  gunpowder  that  the  troop  had  ever 
snuficd.  I  never  saw  men  behavo  better.  It  became  my  duty 
to  take  instant  nieasurcB  to  meet  the  emergency.  In  the  first 
place,  I  ordered  a  meeting  of  the  troop  at  the  Court  Uouso  ; — 
for  I  was  resolved  to  do  things  coolly." 

"  You  are  mistaken,  Mr,  Wart,"  said  Harvey,  "  in  the  order 
of  your  movements  ;  the  first  thing  that  you  did  was  to  put  on 
your  new  buckskin  breeches." 

"  f  onsense  V  said  the  connsellor ;  "  I  called  the  meeting  at 
the  Court  House,  directing  every  man  to  be  there  in  full  eqnip- 


"  And  you  sent  forthwith  to  Kichmond,"  interrupted  Hasard, 

"  for  a  white  plume  three  feet  long." 

"  Now,  gentlemen  f  said  Philly,  imploringly,  "  one  at  a  time ! 
if  you  wish  to  hear  me  out,  let  me  go  on.  Well,  sir,  the  men  met 
in  complete  order,  Harry  Davenport,  (you  remember  him,  Mr. 
Meriwether,  a  devil-may-care  sort  of  a  fellow,  a  perfect  walking 
nuisaiice  in  time  of  peace,  an  indictable  ofience  going  at  Li 
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he  was  my  orderly,  and  the  very  best,  I  suppose,  in  Virginia.  I 
furnished  Harry  (it  was  entirely  a  thought  of  my  own)  with  a 
halbert,  the  shaft  twelve  feet  long,  and  pointed  with  a  foot  of 
polished  iron.  As  soon  as  I  put  this  into  his  hands,  the  fellow 
set  up  one  of  his  horse-laughs,  and  galloped  about  the  square  like 
a  wild  Cossack." 

^  I  should  think,''  said  Meriwether,  '^  that  one  of  our  country- 
men would  scarcely  know  what  to  do  with  a  pole  twelve  feet  long, 
after  he  had  got  into  his  saddle :  however,  I  take  it  for  granted 
you  had  good  reason  for  what  you  did." 

"The  Polish  lancers"  replied  Philly,  "produced  a  terrible 
impression  with  a  weapon  somewhat  similar." 

"  No  matter,"  said  Ned,  "  about  the  Polish  lancers  ;  let  us  get 
upon  our  campaign." 

"  Well."  continued  Mr.  Wart,  "  I  thought  it  would  not  be 
amiss,  before  we  started,  to  animate  and  encourage  my  fellows 
with  a  speech.  So,  I  drew  them  up  in  a  hollow  square,  and  gave 
them  a  flourish  that  set  them  half  crazy." 

"  That  was  just  the  way  with  Tyrtseus  before  Ithome !"  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Chub,  with  great  exultation,  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  table.  "  I  should  like  to  have  heard  Mr.  Wart  exhorting 
his  men  I" 

"  I  will  tell  you  exactly  what  he  said,  for  I  was  there  at  the 
time,"  said  Ned  Hazard ;  "  Follow  me,  my  brave  boys  !  the  eyes 
of  the  world  are  upon  you ;  keep  yours  upon  my  white  plume, 
and  let  that  be  your  rallying  point  i" 

"  Pish  !"  cried  Philly,  turning  round  and  showing  his  black 
teeth  with  a  good-natured,  half-tipsy  grin,  "  I  said  no  such  thing. 
I  told  them,  what  it  was  my  duty  to  tell  them,  that  we  had  joined 
issue  with  the  British  G-ovemment,  and  had  come  to  the  ttltvma 
ratio  ;  and  that  we  must  now  make  up  our  minds  to  die  on  the 
field  of  our  country's  honor,  rather  than  see  her  soil  polluted  with 
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"  I  can  tell  you  what,"  said  Mr.  Wart,  for  he  was  too  much 
flustered  to  take  any  thing  in  joke  that  passed,  ^'  there  is  no  time 
so  important  in  a  campaign  as  when  an  army  first  breaks  ground. 
If  you  can  keep  your  men  in  heart  at  the  starting  point,  you  may 
make  them  do  what  you  please  afterwards." 

"  That's  true  !"  said  Mr.  Chub,  who  had  evinced  great  interest 
in  Philly's  narrative  from  the  beginning,  and  was  even  more  im- 
pervious than  the  lawyer  himself  to  the  waggery  of  the  table. 
"  Cyrus  would  never  have  persuaded  the  Greeks  to  march  with 
him  to  Babylon,  if  he  had  not  made  them  believe  that  they  were 
going  only  against  the  Pisidians.  Such  stratagems  are  consider- 
ed lawful  in  war.  It  was  a  masterly  thing  in  my  opinion,  this 
device  of  Mr.  Wart's." 

"  Had  you  severe  service  ?"  asked  Meriwether. 

"  Tolerably  severe,"  replied  Philly,  "  while  it  lasted.  It. 
rained  upon  us  nearly  the  whole  way  from  here  to  Norfolk,  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  ague  and  fever  in  the  country  at  that 
time,  which  we  ran  great  risk  of  taking,  because  we  were  obliged 
to  keep  up  a  guard  night  and  day." 

''  You  had  an  engagement  I  think  I  have  heard  ?"  said  I. 

"  Pretty  nearly  the  same  thing,"  answered  Mr.  Wart.  "  The 
enemy  never  landed  whilst  I  remained,  except,  I  believe,  to  get 
some  pigs  and  fowls  on  Craney  Island :  but  we  had  frequent 
alarms,  and  several  times  were  drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle,  which 
is  more  trying  to  men,  Mr.  Littleton,  than  actual  fighting.  It 
gave  me  a  good  opportunity  to  see  what  my  fellows  were  made  of. 
Harry  Davenport  was  a  perfect  powder-magazine.  The  rascal 
wanted  us  one  night  to  swim  our  horses  over  to  the  Island.  Gad, 
I  believe  he  would  have  gone  by  hims^  if  I  hadn't  forbidden 
him !" 

^  Your  campaign  lasted  some  time  ?"  said  I. 

"  About  a  week,"  replied  Philly.  "  No,  I  am  mistaken,  it  was 
rather  more,  for  it  took  ns  three  days  to  return  home.    And  such 


ft  Mi  of  flMdoHNi  u  iro  bid  an  tiM  my  tidt  to  the  6o«K  kovil 
Nothiog  bat  aenib  raoes  llie  iHiole  diitaiiee  1" 

«Naw,'>  Bud  Hftrrej  Bigga^  lodkii«  at  Mr.  Wart  m&ftftn 
of  ify  laillerjy  '^  now  thai  joa  hava  got  throng^  this  oakihatii 
eampaign^  tell  vb  how  many  men  yon  had." 

**  Seven  rank  and  file,"  aaid  Ned,  answering  fer  him. 

■"Fiddl^^e^eel"  ezolaamedMrWart    <<  I  had  twenty  r 

^  On  yoor  honoTi  aa  a  trooper^  eried  Ned. 

"  On  my  voir  direi*  aaid  Phillyi  heaitating. — ^  I  had  nine  in 
nniform,  and  I  Ibrget  how  many  were  not  in  nnifbrm, — beoanae 
I  didn't  allow  theaeftllowB  to  go  with  na;  bat  they  had  tery  good 
hearta  for  it  Ninemen,bleeB  yoor  8oal,Bir,onhor8ebaeky8tnmg 
out  in  Indian  file,  make  a  very  formidable  display !" 

'<  Well,  it  was  a  very  gallant  thing,  take  it  altogether,"  said 
Harvey.  '^  So,  gentlemen,  fill  your  glasses.  Here's  to  Captain 
Wart  of  the  Invincible  Blues,  the  genuine  representative  of  the 
chivalry  of  the  Old  Dominion  !" 

As  the  feast  drew  to  a  close,  the  graver  members  of  the  party 
stole  off  to  the  drawing-room,  leaving  behind  them  that  happy 
remnant  which  may  be  called  the  sifted  wheat  of  the  stack 
There  sat  Harvey  Riggs,  with  his  broad,  laughing  face  mellowed 
by  wine  and  good  cheer,  and  with  an  eye  rendered  kindly  by  long 
shining  on  merry  meetings,  lolling  over  two  chairs,  whilst  he  urged 
the  potations  like  a  seasoned  man,  and  a  thirsty.  And  there  sat 
Meriwether,  abstemious  but  mirthful,  with  a  face  and  heart  brim- 
ful of  benevolence;  beside  him,  the  inimitable  original  Philly 
Wart.  And  there,  too,  was  seen  the  jolly  parson,  priestlike  even 
over  his  cups,  filled  with  wonder  and  joy  to  see  the  tide  of  mirth 
run  so  in  the  flood ;  ever  and  anon  turning,  with  bewildered 
eagerness,  from  one  to  another  of  his  compotators,  in  doubt  as  to 
which  pleased  him  most  And  there,  too,  above  all,  was  Ned 
Hazard,  an  imp  of  laughter,  with  his  left  arm  dangling  over  the 
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back  of  his  chair,  and  his  right  lifting  up  his  replenished  glass 
on  high,  to  catoh  its  sparkling  beams  in  the  light ;  his  head  tossed 
n^ligentlj  back  upon  his  shoulder ;  and  from  his  mouth  forth 
issuing,  with  an  elongated  puflf,  that  richer  essence  than  incense 
of  Arabj :  his  dog  Wilful,  too,  privileged  as  himself,  with  his 
faithful  face  recumbent  between  his  master's  knees. 

Such  are  the  images  that  gladden  the  old-fashioned  wassail  of 
Virginia. 
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"  I  should  make  a  brave  fox-hunter  yet,  Mr.  Wart,"  said  he 
with  some  exultation,  when  he  found  himself  in  his  seat,  ^'  and 
would  puzzle  you  to  throw  me  out  on  a  fair  field.  You  see  I  can 
drink,  too,  with  the  best  of  you.  I  am  good  pith  yet,  Mr.  Meri- 
wether !" 

"  Upon  my  word,  sir,"  said  Meriwether,  smiling,  "  you  do 
wonders!  'There  is  not  to-day  in  Virginia,  a  better  mounted 
horseman  of  the  same  age." 

'^  Good  eating  and  drinking,  Mr.  Meriwether,  and  good  wine, 
warm  the  blood  of  an  old  grasshopper  like  me,  and  set  him  to 
chirping,  if  he  can  do  nothing  else.  Come,  Ralph,  you  and  Har- 
yey  must  get  to  your  horses :  I  will  have  my  aide-de-camps. 
Mount,  you  young  dogs,  and  never  lag !  I  allow  no  grass  to  grow 
to  my  horse's  heels,  I  warrant  ye  I     Mount  and  begone  !" 

The  two  attendants  obeyed  the  order,  and  reined  their  steeds 
near  to  his. 

^  Now  don't  run  away  from  us,"  said  Harvey. 

"  Why,  as  I  think  upon  it  again,  Harvey,  more  maturely," 
replied  the  old  gentleman,  '^  I  think  we  will  jog  along  slowly ;  we 
might  alarm  the  horses  of  the  carriage  if  we  got  to  any  of  our 
harum-scarum  pranks.     So,  good  evening !  good  evening !" 

With  these  words  the  cavalcade  set  forward  at  a  brisk  walk, 
Mr.  Tracy  gesticulating  in  a  manner  that  showed  him  to  be  en- 
gaged in  an  animated  conversation  with  his  companions. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Swansdown's  curricle  was  brought  to  the 
door.  This  gentleman,  with  a  languid  and  delicate  grace,  ap- 
prized Meriwether  that  he  was  about  "to  wing  his  flight"  to 
Meherrin,  there  to  immerse  himself  in  pursuits  which  his  present 
visit  had  suspended ;  and,  consequently,  he  could  not  promise 
himself  the  pleasure  of  soon  again  meeting  his  worthy  friend  at 
Swallow  Bam.  He  reminded  his  host,  however,  that  he  would 
carry  into  his  retirement  the  agreeable  consciousness  that  his 
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visit  lisd  not  hceu  a  fruitleBs  oqq,  since  it  liad  contribated  so  hap- 
pily to  the  termination  of  an  ancient  dispute.  He  partioolul; 
inei8t«d  on  the  honor  of  a  return  TJait  from  Meriwether  and  his 
friends. 

His  parting  with  the  ladies  might  be  said  to  Lave  been  evcD 
touching.  It  preBcnteil  an  elegant  compound  of  scnaibilit;  and 
deference.  Prudence  could  not  poasibty  mistake  the  impression 
ho  designed  to  convey  to  her.  He  gently  shook  her  gloved  fin- 
ger, &3  he  said,  with  a  gentle  and  embarrassed  smile,  "  I  particu- 
larly regret  that  the  nature  of  the  occupation  to  which  I  am  about 
to  return  is  such  as  to  engross  me  for  some  months,  and  mOGi 
probably  may  compel  me  again  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  It  ii 
likely,  therefore,  that  I  shall  have  added  some  years  to  my  ac- 
DDunt  before  we  meet  again.  Your  fate  will  be  doubtless  changed 
before  that  happens :  as  for  mine,  I  need  scarcely  allude  to  it ;  I 
am  already  written  down  a  proilestined  cumberer  of  the  soil  I 
Btill  may  hope,  I  trust,  to  be  somctimea  remembered  as  a  passing 
shadow," 

"  He  means  to  write  a  book,  and  die  a  bachelor,  poor  deril ! 
That  is  the  English  of  this  flourish,"  said  Ned  to  Prudence,  at 
soon  as  Swandsdown  walked  towards  the  front  door, 

Pru  was  silent,  and  inwardly  veied.  At  length  she  said  to 
Ned,  "  He  attaches  more  conserjuenoe  to  his  moremcnts  than  any 
body  else." 

Shortly  after  this,  the  glittering  vehicle,  with  its  dainty  bur- 
den, was  seen  darting  into  tlie  distant  forest. 

One  after  another  our  guests  followed,  until  none  were  lefl 
but  Mr.  Wart  and  Hodges,  wlio  having  determined  to  ride  to- 
gether as  far  as  the  Court-House,  were  waiting,  as  they  said,  un- 
til the  night  should  fairly  set  in,  in  order  that  they  might  have 
the  coolness  of  the  "  little  hours  "  for  their  journey. 

"  Well,  Mr,  Chub,"  said  Philly,  "  what  do  you  think  of,j 
friend  Swansdown  1" 


J 


■  A    BREAKING    VF.  349 

^-  "  I  am  glad  he  is  gone,''  replied  the  parBon  ;  "in  my  opinion 
he  ifl  very  fatiguing." 

In  &  few  minutes  after  tliis,  tlie  counsellor  dropped  asleep  in 
bis  chair,  leaving  Meriwether  in  an  umiHUally  argumentative 
mood,  bnt  unfortunately  without  a  listener.  Frank  had  Jrawn 
up  to  the  window,  and  thrown  his  feet  earclcasly  ttgainat  the  sill, 
so  as  to  give  himself  that  half  recumbent  posture  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  most  favorable  to  aU  culm  and  pbilosophio  diaons- 
BioDs.  He  had  launched  upon  one  of  those  speoulative  voyages 
in  which  it  was  liis  wont  to  circumnavigate  the  world  of  thought ; 
and  as  there  were  no  lights  in  the  room,  he  continued  to  pour 
'into  the  unconscious  cars  of  his  friend  Wart  his  startling  random- 
ebots  of  wisdom,  for  half  an  hour  before  he  became  aware  of  Lis 
unedifying  labor.  Finding,  however,  that  no  answer  came  from 
the  quarter  to  which  ho  addressed  himself,  he  suddenly  stopped 
short  with  the  esclamatioD,  "  God  bless  mo  I  Mr.  Wart,  have  you 
been  asleep  all  this  time?  truly,  I  have  been  sowing  my  seed 
upon  a  rock.     Bnt  sleep  on,  don't  let  me  disturb  you." 

"  Asleep  I"  replied  Philly,  waking  up  at  hearing  hiraself  ad- 
dressed by  name,  as  a  man  who  dozes  in  company  is  apt  to  do; 
"  not  I,  I  assure  you :  I  have  heard  every  word  you  have  said. 
It  was  altogether  just ;  indeed  I  couldn't  gainsay  a  word,  but  I 
think,  Mr.  Hedges,  it  is  time  for  us  to  be  moving." 

Meriwether  laughed,  and  remarked  that  Mr.  Hedges  had  left 
the  room  some  time  since  with  Mr,  Chub. 

"At  all  events,"  said  Philly,  "wo  will  have  our  horses.  It 
is  time  we  were  upon  our  journey." 

Every  effort  was  made  to  detain  him  and  his  companion  nn- 
til  the  nest  morning ;  but  the  counsellor  was  obstinate  in  his  re- 
solve to  be  off  that  night,  observing  that  he  had  already  taken  a 
longer  holiday  at  Swallow  liarn  than  he  had  allowed  himself  in 
the  last  fifteen  years ;  "  and  as  t«  the  hour,"  said  he,  '- 1  am  an 
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old  Btoger  on  the  road,  md  hinre  long  rinog  lort  ill  dMOtimimtifle 
between  night  and  day." 

<<Bat  it  is  very  dark,**  said  Hanid,  <*and  threatent  nun. 
Yon  will  aaaoredlj  be  eanght  in  a  thunderstorm  befiire  jon  gat 
three  miles." 

<<  Wet  or  dry,"  replied  the  other,  ^it  makes  bat  a  small  mat- 
ter in  the  aoooont  I  don't  think  a  shower  woold  take  rnneh  of 
the  gloss  from  my  old  ooat,"  he  added,  looking  round  at  his 
skirts,  *^  and  as  for  Hedges  here,  I  know  he  is  neither  sugar  nor 
salt" 

<<With  a  jnlep  before  we  go,"  said  Hedges,  <<and  aaolhw 
when  we  stop,  yon  may  pat  as  maoh  wet  and  darkness  between 
the  two  as  jou  pleaso,  for  me.  So  let  us  pad  our  saddles  aooord- 
ing  to  the  old  recipe,  '  A  spur  in  the  head  is  worth  two  on  the 
heel.» " 

Saying  this,  he  went  to  the  sideboard  and  helped  himself 
rather  beyond  the  approved  allowance.  ^  I  have  a  laudable  oon- 
tempt  for  thin  potations,  Mr.  Wart,"  he  added  as  he  took  off  lus 
glass. 

The  horses  were  at  the  door ;  it  was  now  about  ten  o'oloek ; 
when  the  two  travellers  were  mounted,  Philly  whistled  up  his 
hounds,  and  they  set  forward  on  their  dark  journey. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

KNIGHT  EBKANTKT. 

The  next  morniDg  Ilazard  appeared  a  little  perplexed.  Not- 
iritbatandiug  the  apparent  recklessness  of  his  character,  it  be- 
longs to  bim,  as  it  does  to  the  greater  number  of  those  persons 
who  put  on  an  irresponsihle  face  in  the  world,  to  feel  aoutolj  any 
supposed  diminution  of  the  esteem  of  his  friends  induced  bj  his 
own  indiscretion.  In  the  present  instance  he  was  particularly 
obnoxious  to  this  sentiment  Bel's  good  opinion  of  him  was  the 
very  breath  of  his  nostrils,  and  her  rigid  estimate  of  the  proprie- 
ties of  life  the  greatest  of  his  terrors.  His  perplexity  arose  from 
this,  that  he  had  given  way  the  day  before  at  tbc  dinner  table  to 
the  natural  impalses  of  bis  character,  and  in  spite  of  the  admoni- 
tory presence  of  the  lady  of  his  sonl,  nay,  perhaps  elevated  into 
A  more  dangerous  gayety  by  that  very  circumstance,  he  Lad  pos- 
sibly (for  such  a  temper  as  his  is  least  of  all  others  able  to  know 
the  true  state  of  things);  iu  her  very  sight  and  hearing,  committed 
a  thousand  trespasses  upon  her  notions  of  decorum.  Whether 
be  had  or  not,  bo  was  in  doubt,  and  afraid  to  inquire.  All  that 
he  knew  of  the  matter  was,  that,  like  a  man  in  a  dream,  he  had 
passed  through  a  snccession  of  agreeable  changes ;  had  begun  the 
day  with  a  certain  calm  pleasure,  rose  from  that  into  a  copious 
flow  of  spirits,  thence  to  an  exuberant  merriment,  and  thence 
into — ^what  he  oould  not  precisely  tell :  heavens  knows  if  it  wore 
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riot  or  modcrata  revelry,  oatriigeoiis  foolery  or  lawful  mirth  l~- 
the  prospect  from  that  poiot  waa  a  miBtj',  dreamy,  andefined 
mass  of  pleasiint  images.  Of  tliis  be  wna  coDscioua,  tb&t  iftci 
driakiag  much  wine,  aud  while  reeklug  with  the  fumes  of  tobto- 
'  eo,  (a  thing  utterly  abLorrcat  to  Bel.)  he  had  ccrtninly  rentored 
into  her  presence,  and  had  said  a  great  many  things  to  her  in 
Tory  byperbolicul  language,  usil,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  in  some- 
what of  ft  loud  voice.  Perhaps,  too,  he  might  have  been  rather 
thick  of  speech  I  The  recurrence  of  the  scene  to  his  thoughts 
this  morning  rather  disturbed  him. 

There  was  one  consolation  in  the  matter.  Bel's  father,  the 
very  personation,  in  her  view,  of  all  that  was  decorous  and  proper 
— the  Nestor  of  the  day — the  paragon  of  precision — Lad,  it  WM 
admitted  on  all  hands,  left  Swallow  Barn  very  decidedly  ezhik- 
rated  with  wine.  If  Bel  believed  this,  (and  how  could  she  fail 
to  see  it  ?)  the  fact  would  go  a  great  way  towards  Nod's  extenua- 
tion. And  then  the  occasion  too  ! — a  special  compliment  lo  Mr. 
Tracy.  Tut  I  It  was  as  pardonable  a  case  as  could  be  made 
out  I 

Amidst  the  retrospect  of  the  morning  Hazard  bad  not  for- 
gotten the  promise  he  had  made  Bel  the  night  before,  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  her  hawk,  Harvey  Biggs  before  dinner  had  in- 
formed him  of  Bel's  loss,  and  of  his,  Harvey's,  engagement  that 
Ned  should  bring  back  her  bird.  Hazard  was  not  aware  that  I 
had  heard  him  pledge  himself  to  (his  task  as  he  assisted  Bel  to 
the  carriage  ;  nor  did  he  mention  it  to  me  to-day,  when  be  an- 
nounoed  after  breakfast  that  be  had  ordered  our  horses  to  the 
door  for  a  ride.  Without  questioning  his  purpose,  I  readily 
agreed  to  accompany  him ;  and,  therefore,  at  an  early  hour  we 
were  both  mounted,  and,  followed  by  WUfn!,  we  took  the  road 
leading  from  Swallow  Barn  immediately  up  the  river. 

"  Now,"  said  I,  after  wo  had  ridden  some  distanoe,  "  pray 
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tell  me  wlint  is  the  object  of  thia  early  and  secret  enterprise,  and 
what  makea  you  so  abstracted  this  muroing?" 

"  I  wisli  to  heaven,  Mark,"  replied  Ned,  half  peevishly,  "  that 
tUia  business  were  settled  one  vray  or  another  I" — Ned  always 
spoke  to  me  of  his  oourtship  as  "  this  business ;"  he  had  u  boy- 
ish repugnance  to  call  it  by  its  right  name.  "  Here  am  I,"  he 
contiuued,  "  a  man  grown,  in  a  girl's  leading's! rings,  '  turned 
forehorse  to  a  smock,'  as  Shakapearc  calls  it.  Saint  David  speed 
na,  and  put  mo  out  of  misery  I  Now,  what  do  you  think,  Mark, 
of  all  the  adventures  in  the  world,  I  am  bound  upon  at  this  mo- 
ra euH" 

"Why,  sir,"  1  answered,  "upon  the  moat  reasonable  wild- 
goose  chase  that  ever  a  man  ia  love  pursued.  I  never  knew  yon 
before  to  do  so  wise  a  thing ;  for  I  take  it  that  you  and  I  are 
already  in  search  of  Bul'a  hawk.  There  are  not  more  than  a 
million  birds  about ;  and  I'll  be  boand  Fairbourne  is  one  of  thorn  I 
He  ia  ecrtainly  within  a  hundred  miles,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
anxiously  cxpeuting  as." 

"  Conjurer  that  tlioa  art !"'  said  Ned,  "  how  did  thy  foolish  brain 
find  that  out?" 

"  Didn't  I  hear  you  last  night,  when  you  were  so  tipsy  that 
yoi.  could  hardly  stand,  bloat  into  Bel's  ear  that  you  would  neither 
take  rest  nor  food  until  you  restored  her  renegade  favorite  to  her 
fist?" 

"  Did  I  say  that?"  ciclaimed  Ned.  "  Was  I  not  supremely 
ridiculous  ?" 

"  I  can't  pretend  to  do  jostico  to  your  Unguage  on  the  occa- 
sion. It  would  rerjuire  higher  poetical  powers  than  I  boast  of  to 
imitate,  even  in  a  small  degree,  the  oupbuiam  of  your  speech. 
tbo  common  superlatives  of  the  dietionary  would  make  hut  poor 
positives  for  my  use,  if  I  attempted  it." 

H  Look  you,  now  I"  said  Hazard,  "  Is  not  this  deplorable,  tlint 
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I  •  man  should  liave  a  mistress  -nlio  Iintca  a  fool  above  all  wotUI) 

\  plaguvs,  aod  yet  be  so  bestridden  hj  his  evil  genius  Uiat  he  mi; 

'  never  appear  any  tL'mg  else  to  her  I  I  ani  not  enolt  a  miserable 

merrj'andrew  by  nature,  and  yet,  by  circumstances,  wherever 

Bol  is  concerned,  I  am  ever  the  v'-y  crown-piece,  of  folly  !" 

"  And  do  you  think,"  said  I,  '*  that  this  little  girl,  so  in^tinef, 
as  £iho  is,  with  the  liveliest  animal  impulses, — a  laughing  nympli, 
— is  such  a  Cato  in  petticoats  as  to  be  noting  down  your  uons«nse 
in  her  tablets  for  rebuke  ?  Why,  sir,  that  is  the  very  point  upon 
which  you  roust  hope  to  win  tier  '." 

"  I  am  afraid  I  wasn't  respectful,"  said  Ned. 
"  I  assure  you,"  I  replied,  "  that,  so  far  from  not  being  re- 
spectful, you  were  the  most  ridienlously  observant,  rerercntial, 
KDd  obaequious  ass, — considering  that  you  were  Id  your  oups, — 1 


"  Was  I  so  ?"  oxclaimod  Ned.  "  Then  I  am  content ;  for,  on 
that  score,  Bel  is  as  great  a.  fool  as  I  am  or  any  other.  Now,  if 
I  can  only  bring  Lcr  back  her  bird,"  ho  said  eiultingly, — "  and  I 
have  some  presentiment  that  I  shall  get  tidings  of  him, — I  shall 
rise  to  the  very  top  of  her  favor." 

Saying  this,  Ned  spurred  forward  to  a  gallop,  and  flourished 
hit  whip  in  the  air  as  he  oalled  to  me  to  follow  at  the  same 

"  Mark,  watch  every  thing  that  flies,"  he  cried  out ;  "  you  may 
aee  the  harness  about  his  legs  ;  and  listen  for  the  bella,  for  the 
truant  ean't  move  without  jangling, — '  I  live  in  my  lady's  grmee,' 
— remember  the  motto  I" 

"  Now,  by  our  lady  I — I  mean  our  lady  Bel,"  said  I,  "  (br 
henceforth  I  will  swear  by  none  but  her, — I  am  as  keen  upon 
this  quest  as  yourself.  I  vow  not  to  sleep  until  I  hear  sometbinf 
of  this  ungrateful  bird," 

My  reader  would  perhaps  deem  it  a  hopeless  venture  to  at- 
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tempt  the  reooTery  of  a  bird  under  the  circumatuBces  of  this  case  ; 
but  it  wiU  occur  to  him,  if  iic  be  read  iu  tomaoce,  that  it  was  uot 
ao  VDuHual  an  exploit  to  regain  a  stray  hank  ds  he  might  at  grst 
imagine.  A  domesticated  bird  will  seldom  wander  far  from  his 
vccnatomed  haunt ;  and,  being  alien  to  the  i?ild  habits  of  Li^ 
apecies,  will,  almost  invariably,  resort  to  the  dwellinga  of  man. 
Fairboume  having  been  known  to  direct  his  flight  up  the  river^ 
we  had  good  reason  to  hope  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  quarter 
might  put  our  search  upon  a  successful  track. 

For  a  good  bolf  mile,  therefore,  we  rode  at  speed  along  the 
highway  leading  to  the  ferry.  The  velocity  of  our  motion,  com- 
bining with  the  extravagant  nature  of  the  enterprise,  and  the 
agreeable  temperature  of  the  morning,  cloudless  and  cool,  had 
raised  oar  spirits  to  a  high  pitch.  In  this  mood  we  soon  arrived 
at  Sandy  Walker's  little  inn  upon  the  river.  All  that  wo  eould 
leam  here  was,  that  the  hawk  had  been  seen  tu  the  neighborhood 
the  day  before,  and  had  probably  continued  his  flight  further  up 
the  river. 

With  this  intimation  we  proceeded  rapidly  upon  our  pursuit. 
It  was  near  noon  when,  through  many  devious  paths,  visiting 
every  habitation  that  fell  in  onr  way,  we  had  gained  a  point  about 
five  miles  distant  from  Swallow  Burn.  Some  doubtful  tidings  of 
Fairboume  were  obtained  at  one  or  two  houses  on  the  road :  bui 
for  the  Inst  hour  our  journey  had  been  without  encouragement, 
■nd  we  began  to  feel  oppressed  with  the  mid-day  fervors  of  the 
season.  It  was,  therefore,  somewhat  despairingly  that  we  halted 
to  hold  a  consultation  whether  or  not  we  should  push  our  expedi- 
tion farther. 

Not  far  distant  from  the  road  we  could  perceive  the  ridge-pole 
of  a  tog  cabin  showing  itself  above  a  patch  of  luxuriant  Indian 
corn.  This  little  dwelling  stood  upon  the  bank  of  the  river ; 
and,  as  a  last  essay,  we  resolved  to  visit  it,  and  interest  its  inmates 
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ia  tho  object  of  our  eotorprise.  It  was  with  sosio  difficulty  that 
we  made  our  way  through  a  breach  in  the  high  worm-fcace  that 
bounded  the  road  ;  and,  after  Etruggling  along  a  path  besot  with 
bkckbcrries  and  brinra,  we  at  length  found  ourselves  encompaasoJ 
by  the  corn  immediately  around  the  hut.  At  this  moment  Wil- 
ful sprang  from  the  path,  and  ran  eagerly  towards  the  yard  in 
the  rear  of  tho  dmelliog.  He  did  not  halt  until  lie  arrived  at  an 
Apple-tree,  where  hung  a  rude  cage  ;  under  this  he  continued  to 
bark  with  (juick  and  redoubled  earoestnesR,  until  Ned  called  him 
back  with  a  peremptory  threat,  that  brought  him  crouching  be- 
neath tho  feet  of  our  horses,  where  ho  remaiued,  rcstleaa  and 
whining,  every  now  and  then  making  a  short  bound  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  tree,  and  looking  up  wistfully  in  Hazard's  face. 

In  the  mean  time  au  old  negro  woman  had  come  to  the  door; 
and,  as  Ned  engaged  hor  in  conversation,  Wilful  stole  off  unob- 
Bervcd  a  second  time  to  the  tree,  where  he  fell  to  jumping  up 
against  the  trunk,  uttering,  at  the  same  time,a  short,  half-subdued 
howl. 

"  There  is  Bomethiug  in  the  branches  above  the  cage,"  I  ex- 
claimed, as  I  followed  the  movements  of  the  dog  with  my  eya 
"  It  is  Fairboumc  himself  I  I  see  the  silver  rings  npou  his  legs 
glittering  through  the  leaves  I" 

"  For  heaven's  sake,  Mark,  keep  quiet  I"  cried  Ned,  springing 
from  his  horse.  "  If  it  be  Fairboumo  in  truth,  we  may  get  him 
by  persuasion,  but  never  by  alarming  him.  Dismount  quickly. 
Wilful— back,  sir." 

I  got  down  from  my  saddle,  and  the  horses  were  delivered 
into  the  charge  of  the  old  woman.  Wilful  crept  back  to  the 
door  of  the  hut.  Ned  aud  myself  cautiously  advanced  to  reoou- 
noitre. 

As  soon  as  all  was  still,  to  our  infinite  joy,  Fairbounie  in 
proper  identity  descended  from  his  leafy  bower  nad  perched  upon 
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the  top  of  the  cage.  Some  association  of  this  abode  of  the  mock- 
ing-bird with  hia  own  prison  in  the  muHjcrrJ-tree  at  the  Brakes, 
had,  possibly,  attracted  and  bouod  him  to  thin  spot ;  and  there  he 
sat,  seeminglj  i|uiet  and  melancholy,  and  struck  with  contrition 
for  the  folly  tbat  had  tempted  him  to  desert  hia  mistress  and  his 
men.  I  thought  he  recognized  an  acquaintance  in  Wilful ;  for 
as  the  dog  moved  about,  Fairbourne's  quick  eye  followed  him  from 
place  to  place  ;  and,  so  far  from  sliowing  perturbation  at  WUful's 
ptesence,  he  eomposcdiy  mantled  bis  wing  and  stretebed  bi3  neok, 
as  if  pleased  with  the  disoovery. 

Assured  by  these  manifestations,  Ned  addressed  the  bird  in 
the  words  of  endearment  to  wbioh  he  had  been  accustomed,  and 
slowly  stepped  forward  towards  the  tree.  Fairboume,  however, 
was  dintrustful,  and  retreated  to  the  boughs.  After  much  solici- 
tation OD  the  part  of  Hazard,  and  a  great  deal  of  prudery  on  that 
of  the  hawk,  we  had  recourse  to  some  morsels  of  meat  obtained 
from  the  liut.  These  Ned  threw  upon  the  earth,  and  Fairboume, 
pinched  by  hunger  and  unable  to  resist,  pounced  upon  them  with 
an  unguarded  voracity.  Still,  as  Ned  advanced  upon  him  he 
retreated  along  the  ground,  withnut  flying.  A  piece  of  the  cord 
which  Bel  had  used  as  her  crcnnce,  some  three  or  four  feet  in 
length,  was  attached  to  his  jesses,  and  served  in  some  degree  to 
embarrass  bis  progress,  as  it  was  dragged  through  the  grass. 
Hazard  endeavored  to  place  hia  foot  upon  the  end  of  this  line, 
but  as  yet  had  been  baffled  in  every  effort.  Wilful  seemed  to 
comprehend  the  purpose,  and  with  admirable  sagacity  stole  a  cir- 
cuit round  the  bird,  drawing  nearer  to  hira  at  every  step,  and 
then,  with  a  sudden  and  skilful  leap,  sprang  upon  him,  in  Buch  a 
manner  as  effectually  to  secure  his  captive,  scarcely  ruffling  a 
feather.  Hazard  rushed  forward  at  the  same  instant,  and  made 
good  his  prize,  by  sotiug  his  wing  and  bearing  him  off  to  the 
but. 


The  good  fbrtane  of  thif  diieoreiy  ud  the  mffliler 
thsi  attended  it  threw  na  into  tn]iBport&  Ned  ehoated  and 
fanizaed,  and  tossed  up  his  hat  in  the  ur,  until  the  old  negio 
woman  began  to  look  in  his  free  to  see  if  he  were  in  his  sensea 
The  hawk,  the  nnconseions  eanse  of  aU  this  eztraTaganoe,  looked 
like  a  discomfited  prisoner  of  war,  bedraggled,  traTel-wom  and 
aoiled^^ — a  tawdry  image  of  a  oozeomb.  His  straps  and  belli 
hanging  abont  his  legs  had  the  appearance  of  shabby  finery ;  and 
his  whole  aspect  was  that  of  a  foriom,  silly,  and  wayward  minion, 
wearing  the  badge  of  alayery  instead  of  that  of  the  wild  and  gd- 
lant  freebooter  of  the  air  so  conspicooasly  expressed  in  the 
character  of  his  tribe. 

CoDgratulatiDg  oarselves  on  our  good  lack,  we  began  to  pre- 
pare for  our  homeward  joumej.  The  negro  received  an  ample 
boant  J  for  the  assistance  afforded  in  the  capture  ;  the  jesses  were 
repaired  and  secured  to  Fairboume's  legs,  and  the  bird  himself 
made  fast  to  Hazard's  hand  In  a  few  moments  we  were  re- 
mounted and  cantering  in  the  direction  of  Swallow  Bam,  with  a 
lightness  of  spirits  in  Hazard  that  contrasted  amusingly  with  his 
absolute  despondence  half  an  hour  before. 
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We  had  not  travelled  f&r  on  our  return  to  Swallow  Barn,  before 
we  arrived  at  a  hamlet  that  stands  at  the  intersection  of  a  cross- 
road. This  consists  of  a  little  store,  a  wheelwright's  shop,  and 
one  or  two  cottages,  with  their  outhouses.  The  store  was  of  that 
miscellaneous  character  which  is  adapted  to  the  multifarious 
wants  of  a  country  neighborhood,  and  displayed  a  tempting  as- 
sortment  of  queensware,  rat-traps,  tin  kettles,  hats,  fiddles,  shoes, 
calicoes,  cheese,  sugar,  allspice,  jackknives  and  jewsharps, — the 
greater  part  of  which  was  announced  in  staring  capitals  on  the 
window-shutter,  with  the  persuasive  addition,  that  they  were  all 
of  the  best  quality  and  to  be  had  on  the  most  accommodating 
terms.  The  rival  establishment  of  the  wheelwright  was  an  old 
shed  sadly  bedaubed  with  the  remainder  colors  of  the  paint-brush, 
and  with  some  preposterous  exaggerations  in  charcoal  of  distin- 
guished military  men  mounted  on  prcternaturally  prancing  steeds; 
and,  near  the  door,  a  bran-new  blue  wagon  and  a  crimson  plough 
showed  the  activity  of  the  trade. 

As  may  readily  be  conjectured,  this  mart  of  custom  was  not 
without  its  due  proportion  of  that  industrious,  thriving  and  repu- 
table class  of  comers  who  laudably  devote  their  energies  to  dispu- 
tftHon,  loud  swearing,  bets  and  whisky, — ^a  class  which,  to  the 
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glory  of  our  land,  is  Burpriflinglj  nte  in  every  country  side. 
Some  sis  or  seven  of  these  wortliies  were  coDgregated  on  the  rail 
of  the  piiizzs,  which  extended  acrosB  the  front  of  the  store,  like  so 
many  strange  fowls  roosting  along  a  pole.  The  length  of  our 
previous  ride  and  the  beat  of  the  day  made  it  neeossiiTy  that  we 
should  stop  here  fur  a  short  time  to  get  ytaler  for  our  horees. 
We  accordingly  dismounted. 

Fairhourne  excited  the  .curiosity  of  tho  inhabitants  of  the 
porch ;  and  Ned,  who  seemed  to  bo  well  aojuainted  with  the  per- 
sons about  him,  answered  their  many  questions  vrith  his  custom- 
ary good-humor.  During  this  brief  intercourse,  one  of  the  party 
approached  with  a  swaggering  step,  and  began  to  pry,  with  rather 
an  obtrusive  familiarity,  into  the  odd  equipment  of  the  hawk. 
His  air  was  that  of  a  shabby  gentleman :  He  had  an  immense 
pair  of  whiskers,  a  dirty  shirt,  and  a  coat  that  might  be  said  to 
be  on  its  last  legs ;  but  this,  however,  was  buttoned  at  the  waist 
with  a  certain  spruce  and  conceited  effect.  As  Ned  held  tho 
bird  ujion  his  hand,  this  complacent  gentleman  brought  himself 
into  a  rather  troublesome  contact,  and  finally  threw  his  arm 
across  Hazard's  shoulder.  Ned,  at  first,  gently  repelled  him,  but 
as  tho  other  still  intruded  upon  him,  and  placed  himself  again  in 
tho  same  situation — 

"  Softly,  Mr.  Butherford  I"  he  said,  slipping  away  from  be- 
neath the  extended  arm ;  "  you  will  excuse  mo,  but  I  un  BTerse 
to  bearing  such  a  burden." 

"  You  are  more  nice  than  neighborly,  Ned  Hazard,"  relied 
tho  other,  stifiiy  erecting  hia  person.  "  I  think  I  can  remember 
a  time  when  even  you,  sir,  would  not  have  found  me  burdensome: 
that  time  may  come  again." 

"  I  am  not  in  tho  habit,"  rejoined  Ned,  "  of  arguing  tho  right 
to  shake  off  whatever  annoys  me." 

"  Ayo,  ayo  !"  said  the  oilier,  walking  to  the  opposite  end  of 
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the  porcL  <<  There  are  dogs  enough  to  bark  at  the  wounded 
lion,  that  dare  not  look  him  in  the  face  when  he  is  in  health.  It 
is  easy  enough  to  learn,  as  the  world  goes,  what  is  likely  to  annoy 
a  fiiir-weather  friend.     Honesty  is  of  the  tailor's  making — " 

These  and  many  other  expressions  of  the  like  import  were 
muttered  sullenly  by  the  speaker,  with  such  glances  towards 
Hazard  as  indicated  the  deep  offence  he  had  taken  at  the  rebuke 
just  given. 

This  man  had  been  originally  educated  in  liberal  studies,  and 
had  commenced  his  career  not  without  some  character  in  the 
country,  but  had  fallen  into  disgrace  through  vicious  habits. 
An  unfortunate  reputation  for  brilliant  talents,  in  early  life,  had 
misled  him  into  the  belief  that  the  care  by  which  a  good  name  is 
won  and  preserved  is  a  useless  virtue,  and  that  self-control  is  a 
tax  which  only  men  of  inferior  parts  pay  for  success.  This  de- 
lusion brought  about  the  usual  penalties ;  first,  disappointment, 
then  debauch,  and  after  that,  in  a  natural  sequence,  the  total 
wreck  of  worldly  hopes : — a  brief  history  which  is  often  told  of 
men,  and  varied  only  in  the  subordinate  incidents  which  color  the 
common  outline. 

Rutherford  still  retained,  (as  it  generally  happens  to  a  vain 
man,)  unimpaired  by  the  severe  judgment  of  the  world,  his  origi- 
nal exaggerated  opinion  of  the  extent  of  his  abilities ;  but,  having 
lost  the  occasions  for  their  display,  he  became  noted  only  by  a 
domineering  temper,  a  boastful  spirit,  a  supreme  hatred  of  those 
in  better  circumstances  than  himself,  and,  sometimes,  by  excessive 
and  ferocious  intemperance. 

His  conduct  on  the  present  occasion  passed  unheeded.  Haz- 
ard had  no  disposition  to  embroil  himself  with  a  man  of  this 
description,  and  therefore  made  no  reply  to  these  muttered  over- 
flowings of  his  spleen. 

^  I  have  seen  your  bird  before,  Mr.  Ned  Hazard,"  said  a  plain 


wrantrjniftD,  who  sat  without  ft  coat  on  the  bench  of  the  piau 
"  If  I  am  not  miataken,  that  hawk  belonged  to  oae  of  Mr.  Tracys 
daughters,  over  here  at  the  Brakes." 

"  It  did,"  replied  N«d  j    "  ehe  has  onrsed  it  with  her  own 

"  Well,  I  have  been  studying,"  »id  another,  "  ever  since  jou 
oame  here,  to  find  out  what  all  these  things  are  stuck  about  its 
legs  fur.  It  is  the  most  unaccountablest  thing  to  lue  !  I  don't 
consider  one  of  these  here  hawks  no  more  than  vermin.  What 
is  it  good  for,  Mr.  Hazard,  any  how?" 

"  Indeed,  I  declare  I  ean't  exactly  tell,"  answered  Ned.  "  In 
the  old  time  they  kept  hawks  pretty  muuh  as  we  keep  hounds, — 
to  hunt  game  with." 

"  Oh,  they  are  amaxing  swift,  and  desperate  wicked, — that's 
%  fact !"  said  the  first  speaker.  "  Did  you  never  see  how  spiteful 
those  little  king-birds  take  after  and  worry  a  orow?  They  are  a 
sort  of  hawks  too — " 

"  Many's  the  time,"  said  another  of  the  company,  "  that  I  hare 
known  how  to  follow  a  fox  from  looking  at  the  crows  tracking 
him  acroas  a  field ;  and  I  have  seen  hawks  take  after  vermin  ju^t 
in  the  same  way." 

"  Bat  what  is  the  nso,''  asked  the  second  speaker  again,  "  of 
these  here  silver  rings  1  and  here  arc  words  on  one  of  them,  toa 
Let  me  see, — '1  live— in  my  lady's — grace,'"  ha  continued, 
straining  his  sight  to  make  out  the  legend. 

Batherford  had  now  approached  to  the  skirts  of  the  group, 
and  stood  leaning  against  the  balustrade  of  the  porch,  with  an 
unsocial  and  vexed  air,  as  if  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  what- 
ever might  oeour  to  vent  his  feelings. 

"  Hj  lady's  grace  I"  said  he,  tartly,  "  My  lady's  graee !  I 
BUjiposo  we  shall  hear  of  my  lord's  graoe,  too,  before  long  I  There 
are  some  among  us  who,  if  they  durst  do  it,  would  carry  their 


Iieads  high  enongb  for  such  a  title.     If  that  stark  old  Knglish 
tory,  Isaac  Tracy,  of  tBe  Brakes, — as  he  calls  himself—" 

"  Miles  Rutherford,"  interrupted  Hazard,  angrily,  "  look  to 
joursclf,  sir  !  I  am  not  disposed  to  put  up  with  yuur  moody 
bamar.  Da  not  give  me  cause  to  repent  my  forbearance  in  not 
pnniahing  your  iDBolonco  at  its  first  outbreak," 

"  A  better  man   than  you,  Ned    Haiard,"  said   the  other, 
"  proudly  aa  you  choose  to  boar  yourself,  might  ha.vo  cause  to 
repent  his  rashneas  in  making  such  a  thretLt.     Insolenoc,  do  yoa 
call  it,  sir  I     Take  care  that  I  do  not  teach  you  better  to  kni 
who  I  am  V 

"  I  know  you  already,"  replied  Ned,  "  for  a  brawling  bully — m 
disturber  of  the  common  peace— a  noisy  churl — a  nuisance,  sir, 
to  the  whole  country  round." 

"  I  know  you,"  said  Rutherford. 

"  Silence  I"  cried  Ned  ;  "  Not  another  word  from  your  lips, 
or,  by  my  life  t  unworthy  as  you  are  of  the  notice  of  a,  gentleman, 
I  will  take  the  pains  to  chastise  you  hero  upon  this  spot," 

"  Good  gentlemen  1  Good  gentlemen  I  Merey  on  us  \  Stop 
them  !"  exclaimed  our  old  acquaintance'  Hafen  Blok,  who,  until 
this  moment,  had  been  seated  in  the  store,  and  now  came  limping 
to  the  porch,  on  having  recognized  Howard's  voice.  "  For  God's 
sake,  Mr.  Ned  Hazard,  don't  put  yourself  in  the  way  of  Miles 
Rutherford  I  Take  a  fool's  advioOf  Mister  Edward,"  he  continued, 
coming  r.p  to  Ned,  and  holding  him  by  the  coat :  "  It  isn't  fit  for 
such  as  you  to  concern  yourself  with  Miles  Rutherford ;  the  man's 
half  in  liquor,  and  of  no  account  if  he  wasn't," 

Several  others  of  the  company  crowded  round  Hazard  to  beg 
him  not  to  be  disturbed  by  his  antagonist.  In  the  mean  time 
Rutherford  had  worked  himself  up  to  a  pitch  of  fury,  and,  spring- 
ing over  the  balusfrada  upon  the  ground,  he  took  a  station  in 
front  of  the  bouse,  where,  vociferating  in  his  wrath  a  hundred 
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qyprobrious  epitheta,  he  challenged  Huard  to  oome  out  of  Urn 
crowd  if  he  dared  to  face  him.  ^ 

I  interposed  to  remind  Haiard  that  he  dionld  restrain  his 
anger,  nor  think  of  matehing  himself  with  such  an  enemy.  He 
listened  calmly  to  my  remonstrance,  and  then  langhing,  as  if 
nothing  had  occurred  to  ruffle  his  temper,  though  it  was  manifest 
that  he  was  much  flurried,  he  remarked  in  a  tone  of  assumed 
good  humor, — 

«  You  mistake  if  you  imagine  this  ruffian  mores  me;  but  still 
I  think  it  would  he  doing*a  public  service  if  I  were  to  give  him  a 
sound  threshing  here  on  his  own  terms." 

"  Don't  think  of  such  a  thing,  Mister  Edward  I"  said  Hafen; 
^  you  aro  not  used  to  such  as  Miles.  He  is  close  built,  and  above 
fourteen  stone.     You  are  hardly  a  feather  to  him." 

"  You  underrate  me,  Hafen,"  replied  Ned,  smiling,  "  and  I 
have  a  mind  to  show  you  that  weight  is  not  so  great  a  matter  as 
a  good  hand." 

'^  You  are  bold  to  speak  amongst  your  cronies,"  said  Ruther- 
ford. "  You  can  make  a  party  if  you  can*t  fight.  But  I  shall 
take  the  first  opportunity,  when  I  meet  you  alone,' to  let  you  know 
that  when  I  choose  to  speak  my  mind  of  such  hoary-headed 
traitors  as  old  Isaac  Tracy,  I  will  not  bo  schooled  into  silence  by 
you." 

At  these  words  Hazard  turned  quickly  round  to  me,  and  whis- 
pered in  my  ear,  with  more  agitation  of  manner  than  was  usual 
to  him,  '^  I  will  indulge  this  braggart ;  so,  pray  don't  interrupt 
me.  You  need  not  bo  anxious  as  to  the  result ;"  then,  speaking 
to  the  assemblage  of  persons  who  surrounded  him,  he  said,  ^  Now 
my  good  friends,  I  want  you  to  see  fair  play,  and  on  no  account 
to  interfere  with  me  as  long  as  I  have  it" 

With  this  he  left  tho  porch,  and  stopping  out  upon  the  ground 
where  Rutherford  stood,  he  told  him  that  he  would  save  him  the 
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trouble  of  any  future  meeting,  by  givrng  blm  dow  vliat  he  stood 
espeeiallj  iu  oecd  of, — a  htiarty  fluggiog. 

Butherford  in  a  moment  threw  off  bia  coaL  Ned  cooUy 
buttoned  hia  frock  up  to  the  chip, 

"  Ouud  Lord,  preserve  us  I"  cscluimed  Ilafcn  Blok  again — 
"Mr.  Hazard's  gone  crasj !  Why,  Miles  Rutherford  ought  to 
manage  two  of  him." 

"  I  can  tell  you  what,"  said  one  of  the  lookers-on,  after  surrey- 
ing  Ned  for  a  moment,  "  Ned  Haxatd'a  a  pretty  bard  horse  to  ride, 
too ;  only  look  at  Lis  eye, — how  natural  it  is  !" 

By  this  time  the  two  combatants  bad  taken  their  respective 
jwsitions.  Ned  stood  upon  a  practised  guard,  closely  eyeing  his 
antagonist,  and  waiting  the  first  favorable  moment  to  deal  a  blow 
with  effect.  It  was  easy  to  perceive  that,  amongst  bis  various  ac- 
complishments, he  had  not  neglected  to  aoquire  tbe  principles  of 
pugilism.  Rutbcrfurd's  figure  vas  muscnlar  and  active;  and, 
to  all  appearance,  the  odds  were  certainly  very  much  in  bis  fa- 
vor. Not  a  word  was  spoken,  and  an  intense  interest  was  mani- 
fested by  tbe  whole  assembly  aa  to  the  issue  of  this  singular 


During  the  first  onset  Ned  acted  entirely  on  the  defensive, 
and  parried  his  opponent's  blows  with  complete  success.  In  the 
next  moment  he  changed  the  chnracter  of  the  war,  and  pressed 
upon  Rutherford  with  such  science  and  effect,  as  very  soon  to 
demonstrate  that  he  had  the  entire  command  of  the  game.  From 
this  period  the  contest  assumed,  on  the  part  of  Hazard,  afheerful 
aspect.  He  struck  his  blows  with  a  countenance  of  so  much 
gaycty,  that  a  spectator  would  have  imagined  he  buffeted  his 
adversary  in  mere  sport,  were  it  not  for  the  blood  that  streamed 
down  Rutherford's  face,  and  tlie  dogged  earnestness  that  sat  upon 
the  brow  of  the  belabored  nian.  'Wilful  seemed  to  take  a  great 
interest  in  the  affray,  and  curveted  around  the  parties,  barking, 
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After  lookiDg  a  moment  at  Hazard  in  profound  silence, 
Butherford's  discretion  seemed  suddenly  to  sway  his  courage ; 
and,  dropping  Ids  arms  by  his  side  in  token  of  defeat,  he  mut- 
tered, in  a  smothered  and  confused  Yoice,  "It's  no  use,  Ned 
Hazard,  for  me  to  strike  at  you.  You  have  had  the  advantage 
of  training." 

^  You  should  haye  counted  the  cost  of  your  insolence,"  replied 
Ned,  <<  before  you  indulged  it.  The  tongue  of  a  braggart  is 
always  more  apt  than  his  hand,"  he  continued,  taking  a  white 
handkerchief  from  his  pocket,  and  wiping  his  brow,  and,  at  the 
same  time  unbuttoning  his  coat  and  adjusting  his  dress.  "  You 
have  disturbed  the  country  with  your  quarrelsome  humors  long 
enough  ;  so  take  the  lesson  you  have  got  to-day,  and  profit  by  it 
Hafen,  get  me  some  water ;  my  hands  are  bloody." 

At  this  instant  the  group  of  amused  and  gratified  spectators 
mingled  promiscuously  together,  and  made  the  welkin  ring  with 
cheers  of  triumph  and  exultation. 

"  That  I  should  have  lived  to  see  such  a  thing  as  this !" 
vociferated  Hafen,  as  ho  went  to  get  the  water.  "Didn't  I 
always  say  Mister  Ned  Hazard  was  the  very  best  bottom  in  the 
country  1" 

"  I  fight  fair,"  murmured  Miles  Rutherford,  as  if  struggling 
under  the  rebuke  of  the  company,  and  endeavoring  to  make  the 
best  of  his  situation,  "  but  I  am  not  conquered.  Another  time — 
by  hell  I — ^another  time !  and  Ned  Hazard  shall  rue  this  day. 
That  proud  coxcomb  has  practised  the  art  and  strikes  backhanded. 
The  devil  could  not  parry  such  blows." 

^  What  docs  he  say  ?"  asked  Ned. 

^  Miles,  you  are  beaten  1"  exclaimed  half  a  dozen  voices, 
*^  and  you  can't  make  any  thing  else  out  of  it.  So  be  off  I"  saying 
this,  several  individuals  gathered  round  him  to  persuade  him  to 
leave  the  ground. 

^ItiB  immaterial,"  said  Miles ;  and  taking  up  his  coat  from 
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ibe  ground, he  wilked  towBrda  the  neighboring  dwdlingi  in  Aiid 
ftnd  oonfiiBed  plight 

^Inmu  fod,"  said  Huard  in  my  ear,  ''to  pormit  myself  to 
be  raffled  by  this  scoundrel ;  but  I  am  not  sorry  that  I  have 
taken  advantage  of  my  anger  to  give  him  what  he  has  long 
deserved." 

Ned  now  b^gan  gradually  to  recover  his  gayety,  and,  after  a 
short  space,  having  washed  his  hands  and  recruited  himself  from 
the  severe  toil  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  he  took  Fairboume 
from  one  of  the  crowd,  to  whom  the  charge  of  the  bird  had  been 
oommitted,  and  we  mounted  our  horses  amidst  the  congratulations 
of  the  whole  hamlet  for  the  salutary  discipline  which  Ned  had 
inflicted  upon  his  splenetic  antagonist 

In  less  than  an  hour  we  regained  Swallow  Barn :  returning 
like  knights  to  a  bannered  castle  from  a  successful  inroad,— 
flushed  with  heat  and  yictory, — covered  with  dust  and  glory ; 
our  enemies  subdued  and  our  lady's  pledge  redeemed. 


rt^jfiaa  foa*?"^  ••^^ 


CHAPTEE  nim 


We  vere  too  much  elated  with  httving  achieved  the  recapture  ol 
the  hawk,  to  poetpoae  the  commanicntion  of  onr  good  fortune  ta 
the  funil;  at  The  Brakes  longer  than  our  necesaary  refrcabmenl 
required  ;  and  accordingly,  about  five  o'clock  In  the  evening,  haV' 
ing  then  finished  a  hearty  dinner,  and  reguned  our  wasted 
strength,  we  were  on  our  way  to  the  habitation  of  onr  neighbors. 

Whether  it  was  that  the  rapid  succession  of  scenes,  througt 
which  we  had  past  dniing  the  forepart  of  the  day,  and  the  viviii 
excitements  we  had  experienced,  had  now  given  place  to  a  calmei 
and  more  satisfied  state  of  feeling;  or  whether  it  arose  only  &oa 
Bome  remaining  sense  of  fatigue  from  previous  toil,  onr  presenl 
impulse  was  to  be  silent  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
we  trotted  along  the  road  with  nothing  to  interrupt  our  musingi 
but  the  breeie  as  it  rustled  through  the  wood,  the  screams  of  thi 
jay-bird,  or  the  tramp  of  our  horses.  At  length  Ned,  waking  u] 
as  from  a  reverie,  turned  to  me  and  said — 

"  Hark  I  not  a  word  abont  that  fight  to-dAy." 

"  Truly,  yon  speak  with  a  dieoreet  gravity,"  said  L  "  Wlui 
would  you  have  1" 

"  Not  the  slightest  hint  that  shall  lead  Bel  Tracy  to  suapeo 
I  htm  had  a  qourel  with  Miles  Bnthorford." 


di 
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•Iptyyoq,  Ned,"  Mid  lylttQ^UBg.  ^Ow%,  hjpaMM 
fiend  I  wby  yexest  thoa  this  man  ?" 

"AhP  repUedNed,"t]iaiiBtheeaneort]Mi0terIirulMn 
under.  The  meet  innooent  aetimu  of  my  Hfe  wfll  heir  s  letdn^ 
thftt  may  torn  them,  in  Bel  Tnqy's  judgment,  into  abiding  topim 
of  reproof  I  dread  the  Tory  thought  that  Bel  ahoold  liear  of 
thia  qnarreL  She  will  aay-^ta  ahe  always  says — that  I  haTe  de* 
soended  from  my  proper  deration  of  oharaoter.  I  wish  I  had  a 
hornbook  of  gentility  to  go  liy  I  It  ne?er  onoe  oeeorred  to  me 
iriien  I  was  ehastising  that  Uaekgnard^  that  I  was  throwiqg  aside 
the  gentleman.    Hy  oonviotions  always  eome  too  late." 

<<  Why,  what  a  erotohet  is  this  P  said  L  «  To  my  tUnkiaA 
you  strangely  misapprehend  yonr  mistress,  Ned,  when  yon  fimey 
she  coold  take  offence  at  hearing  that  yon  had  punished  an  inso- 
lent fellow  for  reviling  her  father." 

'<  It  is  the  manner  of  the  thing,  Mark,"  replied  Ned.  ^  The 
idea  that  I  had  gone  into  a  vulgar  ring  of  clowns,  and  soiled  my 
hands  in  a  rough-and-tumble  struggle  with  a  strolling  bully. 
Now  if  I  had  encountered  an  unknown  ruffian  in  the  woods,  with 
sword  and  lance,  on  horseback,  and  had  had  my  weapon  shivered 
in  my  hand,  and  then  been  trussed  upon  a  pole  ten  feet  long, — 
Gad,  I  believe  she  would  be  thrown  into  transports  I — ^that  would 
be  romance  for  her ;  it  would  be  a  glorious  feat  of  arms ;  and,  I 
doubt  not,  she  would  attend  me  in  my  illness,  like  the  king's 
daughter  in  the  ballad, — the  most  bewitching  of  leeches  I  But 
to  be  pommeled  black  and  blue,  with  that  plebeian  instrument  a 
fist — ^pugh  1 — she  will  turn  up  her  nose  at  it  with  a  magnifioent 
disdain.  Do  you  see  any  traces  of  the  fight  about  me  ?  have  I 
any  soar  or  scratch?  do  you  think  I  may  pass  unquestioned?" 

^  You  may  thank  your  skill  in  this  vulgar  accomplishment," 
I  answered,  <'  tliat  you  do  not  carry  a  black  eye  to  The  Brakes. 
As  it  is,  you  have  nothing  to  fear  on  that  score ;  and,  I  promise 
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joo,  although  I  doubt  your  apprehension  of  Bel,  that  I  will  saj 
nothing  that  shall  lead  to  your  detection." 

^  This  is  only  of  a  piece  with  my  other  miseries "  said  he. 
^  It  is  another  proof  of  the  tyranny  to  which  a  man  is  exposed 
who  is  obliged  to  square  hit  conduct  to  the  caprices  of  a  mistress. 
I  declare  to  you  I  feel,  at  this  moment,  like  a  schoolboy  who  is 
compelled  to  rack  his  wits  for  some  plausible  lie  to  escape  a 
whipping." 

"  Truly,  Ned,  you  are  a  most  ridiculous  lover,"  said  L  "Of 
all  men  I  ever  knew,  I  certainly  never  saw  one  who  took  so  little 
trouble  to  square  his  conduct  to  any  rule.  This  is  the  merest 
fiuroe  that  ever  was  acted.  Little  does  Bel  suspect  that  she  has 
in  her  train  such  a  trembling  slave.  Why,  sir,  it  is  the  perpetual 
'  burthen  of  her  complaint  that  your  recklessness  of  her  rises  to 
the  most  flagrant  contumacy :  and,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  think 
she  has  reason  on  her  side." 

"  Well,  well  1"  said  Ned,  laughing,  "  be  that  as  it  may ;  say 
nothing  about  the  feat  to-day,  because,  in  sober  earnest,  I  am  not 
quite  satisfied  with  the  exploit  myself  I  certainly  was  under  no 
obligation  to  drub  that  rascal  Rutherford." 

In  the  discussion  of  this  topic  we  arrived  at  The  Brakes, 
where  both  joy  and  surprise  were  manifested  at  finding  Fair- 
bourne  brought  back  in  fetters  to  his  prison.  Harvey  Riggs 
clapped  his  hands  and  called  out  "  Bravo !  Well  done  Hazard  I 
Did*nt  I  say,  Bel,  that  Ned  would  perform  as  many  wonders  as 
the  seven  champions  altogether?  Is  there  such  another  true 
knight  in  the  land?" 

As  for  Bel,  she  was  raised  into  the  loftiest  transports.  She 
laughed, — asked  a  thousand  questions,— darted  from  place  to 
place,  and  taking  Fairbourne  in  her  hand,  smoothed  his  feathers, 
and  kissed  him  over  and  over  again.  The  rest  of  the  family 
joined  in  similar  expressions  of  pleasure,  and  Ned  gave  a  circum- 
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stantU  detaQ  of  aU  die  CMta  attendiBg  the  naeimj,  mnhJtf 
omittiog  the  least  alliision  to  the  afbir  thai  fiiDoved  it  Whea 
this  was  done,  Hanrey  again  heaped  a  totrent  of  applaiiae  npoa 
the  Knight  of  the  Hawk,  as  he  ealled  Haaid,  and  with  a  IMtj 
sally  sang  out,  in  a  cracked  and  disodMant  Toiee^-^ 


-Oh,  til  lore,  'tis  lofwe,  tii  km,  that  niks  v  all  comphtdy. 
Oh,  til  loTfl^  til  lore,  'tis  lore  mnnninK  and  we  obey — ' 


— ^hich  he  oonclnded  with  sundry  antics,  and  danced  out  of  the 
room.  Bel,  upon  hearing  the  part  that  Wilful  acted  in  the  n> 
capture,  declared  that  she  wonld  take  lum  into  high  fiivor,  and 
that  thenceforth  he  should  haye  the  freedom  of  the  parlor ;  say^ 

ing  this,  she  patted  him  upon  the  back,  and  made  him  lie  down 
at  her  feet. 

''  Hey  day !  this  is  a  fine  rout  and  pother  about  a  vagabond 
bird !"  said  Mr.  Tracy.  "  Will  you  lose  your  senses,  good  folks  I 
Mr.  Edward,  you  see  what  it  is  to  gather  toys  for  these  women. 
You  Lave  made  Bel  your  slave  for  life." 

Bel  blushed  scarlet  red  at  this  intimation ;  and  Ned  observ- 
ing it,  followed  suit :  their  eyes  met.  A  precious  pair  of  fools, 
to  make  so  much  of  so  small  a  thing ! 

Fairbournc  was  carried  to  his  perch,  and  regaled  with  a  meal ; 
and  the  composure  of  the  family  being  restored,  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  important  affair,  we  sat  down  to  talk  upon  other  mat- 
ters. Swansdown,  we  were  told,  had  taken  his  departure  after 
breakfast.  Mr.  Tracy,  Harvey  assured  us,  had  been  in  his  study 
nearly  all  day,  conning  over  the  papers  of  the  arbitration.  "  The 
old  gentleman,"  lie  said,  "  was  not  altogether  satisfied  with  the 
award,  inasmuch  as  there  were  certain  particulars  of  fact  which 
he  conceived  to  be  misstated,  especially  in  regard  to  a  survey 
affirmed  to  be  made  of  the  mill-dam,  which  did  not  appear  in  his 
notes.     I  have  no  doubt,"  Harvey  added,  '^  that  before  a  month 
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my  yenerable  kinsman  will  be  in  absolnte  grief  for  this  nntimely 
oatting  short  of  the  law-suit  in  the  vigor  of  its  days." 

Ned  sat  beside  Bel,  occupied  in  a  low,  tremulous,  and  earnest 
conyersation,  until  the  st&rs  were  all  shining  bright,  and  even 
then,  he  unwillingly  broke  his  colloquy  at  my  summons.  Our 
horses  had  been  waiting  at  the  door  for  the  last  hour. 

We  galloped  nearly  the  whole  way  back  to  Swallow  Bam ; 
Ned  rapidly  leading  the  way,  and  striking  his  whip  at  the  bushes 
on  the  road  side,  whittling,  singing,  and  cutting  many  antics 
upon  his  saddle. 

"  What  the  deuce  ails  you?"  I  called  out. 

^  I  feel  astonishingly  active  to-night,"  said  he.  '^  I  could  do 
such  deeds !"  and  thereupon  he  put  his  horse  up  to  full  speed. 

"  The  man  is  possessed,"  said  I,  following,*  however,  at  the 
0ame  gait. 

That  night  we  did  not  go  to  bed  until  the  moon  rose,  which 
I  think  the  almanac  will  show  to  have  been  near  one  o'clock 


'* 


CHAPTER  XXXVnL 

THE    LAST    MIN8T&BL. 

As  I  do  not  at  all  doabt  that  yoa,  my  dear  Zack,  have  by  thii 
time  become  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  of  Ned  Hazard's 
love  affairs ;  and  as  I  find,  (what  greatly  surprises  myself,)  that 
Ned  has  grown  to  be  a  hero  in  my  story ;  and  that  I,  who  origi- 
nally began  to  write  only  a  few  desultory  sketches  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  have  unawares,  and  without  any  premeditated  purpose, 
absolutely  fallen  into  a  regular  jog-trot,  novel-like  narrative, — at 
least,  for  several  consecutive  chapters, — it  is  no  more  than  what 
I  owe  to  posterity  to  go  on  and  supply  such  matters  of  fact  as 
may  tend  to  the  elucidation  and  final  clearing  up  of  the  present 
involved  and  uncertain  posture  into  which  I  have  brought  my 
principal  actors.  Feeling  the  weight  of  this  obligation,  as  soon 
as  I  had  closed  the  last  chapter  I  began  to  bethink  me  of  the 
best  means  of  compassing  my  end  ;  for,  like  a  true  historiogra- 
pher, I  conceived  it  to  be,  in  some  sort,  my  bounden  duty  to  re- 
sort to  the  best  sources  of  information  which  my  opportunities 
afforded.  Now,  it  must  have  been  perceived  by  my  clear-sighted 
readers,  that  I  am  already  largely  indebted  to  Harvey  Riggs 
for  the  faithful  report  of  such  matters  as  fell  out  at  the  Brakes 
when  I  was  not  there  myself  to  note  them  down ;  and  I  therefore 
thought,  that  in  the  present  emergency  I  might,  with  great  profit 
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to  mj  labor,  have  rccoarsc  to  the  same  foantaia  of  iutelligeDce. 
In  this  I  do  but  imitate  and  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  all  tlia 
ilRistrious  chrooiclers  of  the  world,  who  have  made  it  their  busi- 
ness to  spoak  primorilj  of  what  tliey  themselves  liave  seen  aod 
known,  and  secondarilj,  to  take  at  secaDd-hand,  (judiciously  per- 
peodiag  the  force  of  testimony,)  such  things  as  have  cone  to 
them  by  hearsay :  for,  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  these 
grave  wights  to  introduce  into  their  hooks  some  of  their  weight- 
iest and  moat  important  morsels  of  history  by  some  snch  oblique 
insinuation  as  this ; — "  I  have  heaiii  people  say,"  or  "  the  re- 
nowned Gregory  of  Tours,  or  William  of  Malmsbury,  or  John  of 
Nokcs  affirms,"  or,  "  it  was  currently  reported  and  believed  at 
the  time," — or  some  snch  preface,  by  whieh  they  let  in  the  neeea- 
sary  matter.  Henceforth,  then,  let  it  be  understood,  that  as  I 
profess  to  speak  in  my  ovn  person  of  what  happened  at  Swallow 
Barn,  bo  1  rely  mainly  on  my  contemporary  Harvey,  as  authority 
for  all  such  aynchronoua  events  as  transpired  at  The  Brakes. 
With  tbia  explanatory  advertisement,  I  proceed  witli  my  story. 

I  have  described,  in  the  tost  chapter,  the  unnatural  speed 
with  which  Hazard  and  myself  had  ridden  to  Swallow  Bam. 
Bel  too,  it  Eecma,  was  possessed  in  some  such  strange  mood  after 
we  were  gone  ;  for  she  moved  about  the  house  singing,  dancing, 
talking  unoonnectcdly,  and  manifesting  many  nnuccountable 
humors,  I  devoutly  believe  that  both  she  and  Hazard  were 
bewitched.  It  might  have  been  the  hawk, — or  some  othfir  little 
animal  with  wings  on  hia  shoulders. — But  I  leave  this  to  tbe 
con !ii deration  of  the  Pundits,  and  paas  on  to  eventa  of  more  im- 
portance. 

We  had  not  left  the  Brakes  above  half  an  hour  when  the 
sernping  of  a  violin  was  heard  in  the  yard,  near  the  kitchen  door 
The  tune  was  that  of  a  popular  count ry-danoe,  and  waa  execaled 
in  a  very  brisk  and  inspiring  cadence. 
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«  That  floonds  like  Hafen  BloVt  tddk,"  nid  Balpk  "He 
has  oome  here  for  his  snpper,  and  we  shall  be  pestered  with  lui 
nonsense  all  night"  * 

<" If  it  be  Hafen,"  said  Bel,  <"  he  shaU  be  weU  treated,fer  the 
poor  old  man  has  a  hard  time  in  this  world.  He  is  almost  tlie 
only  minstrel,  consin  Harvey,  that  is  left 


"<  The  higota  ol  this  iron  timfl^ 
Haye  ctUed  hb  hsrmkm  art  a  crima.' 

(( And  tmly,  I  wish  we  had  more  like  him  I  for,  Hafen  has  a 
great  many  ballads  that,  I  assare  yon,  will  compare  very  well 
with  the  songs  of  the  troubadonrs  and  minnesingers." 

"There  you  go,"  cried  Harvey,  "with  your  age  of  chivalry. 
I  don't  know  much  about  your  troubadoars  and  minnesingers : 
bat,  if  there  was  amongst  them  as  great  a  scoundrel  as  Hafen,  your 
age  of  chivalry  was  an  arrant  cheat.  Why,  this  old  fellow  lives 
by  petty  larceny ;  he  hasn't  the  dignity  of  a  large  thief:  he  is  a 
filcher  of  caps  and  napkins  from  a  washerwoman's  basket;  a 
robber  of  hen-roosts ;  a  pocketer  of  tea-spoons  I  Now,  if  there 
was  any  romance  in  him,  he  would,  at  least,  steal  cows  and  take 
purses  on  the  highway." 

"  Pray,  cousin,"  exclaimed  Bel,  laughing,  "  do  not  utter  such 
slanders  against  my  old  friend  Hafen  !  Here,  I  have  taken  the 
greatest  trouble  in  the  world  to  get  me  a  minstrel.  I  have  en- 
couraged Hafen  to  learn  ditties,  and  he  has  even  composed  some 
himself  at  my  bidding.  Once  I  gave  him  a  dress  which  you 
would  have  laughed  to  see.  It  was  made  after  the  most  approved 
fashion  of  minstrelsy.  First,  there  was  a  long  gown  of  Kendal 
green,  gathered  at  the  neck  with  a  narrow  gorget ;  it  had  sleeves 
that  hung  as  low  as  the  knee,  slit  from  the  shoulder  to  the  hand 
and  lined  with  white  cotton ;  a  doublet  with  sleeves  of  black 
worsted  ;  upon  these  a  pair  of  points  of  tawny  camlet,  laced  along 


THE    LAST    MINSTREL.  377 

the  wrist  with  blae  thread  points,  with  a  welt  towards  the  hand, 
made  of  fustian  ;  a  pair  of  red  stockings ;  a  red  girdle,  with  a 
knife  stuck  in  it ;  and,  aronnd  his  neck,  a  red  riband,  suitable  to 
the  girdle.  Now  what  do  you  think,  consin,  of  such  a  dress  as 
that  V 

^  Where  did  you  get  the  idea  of  this  trumpery?"  cried  Har- 
vey. X 

"  It  is  faithfully  taken,"  said  Bel,  ''from  the  exact  description 
of  the  minstrel's  dress,  as  detailed  by  Laneham,  in  his  account 
of  the  entertainment  of  Qneen  Elizabeth  at '  Killingworth  Cas- 
ile.' " 

«  And  did  Hafen  put  it  on  ?" 

'^  To  be  sure  ho  did !"  replied  Bel, ''  and  paraded  about  with 
it  here  a  whole  eyening." 

*•  Bel,"  said  Harvey,  after  a  loud  laugh, — ^  I  like  your  non- 
sense :  it  is  so  sublimated  and  refined,  and  double-distilled,  that, 
upon  my  soul,  I  think  it  throws  a  shabby  air  over  all  other  folly 
I  ever  saw  1  Minstrel  Blok,  Hawk  Fairboume,  and  Childe  Ned, 
Dragon-killing  Ned,  are  altogether  without  a  parallel  or  a  copy 
in  the  whole  world.  A  precious  train  for  a  lady  !  And  aq  Ha- 
fen has  been  learning  ballads,  too  ?" 

''  Certainly,"  returned  Bel,  ^  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  get 
him  some  very  authentic  collections.  Now,  what  do  you  think 
of  '  the  Gholden  Garland  of  Princely  Delights  V  that  is  an  old 
book  I  gave  him  to  learn  some  songs  from,  and  the  wretch  lost  it, 
without  learning  one  single  sonnet." 

"  Good  reason  why,"  said  Ralph ; — ^^  he  never  could  read." 

''  I  didn't  know  that,  Ralph,  when  I  gaye  it  to  him,"  said 
BeL  ''But  Hafen  has  an  excellent  memory.  Harkl  he  is 
beginning  to  sing  now.  Listen,  cousin,  and  you  will  hear  some- 
thing to  surprise  you." 

At  this  moment,  Ebftn's  voice  was  heard  commencing  a  stave, 


878  THB    LAST    MIH8TEBL. 

irith  a  nasal  tone,  in  a  monotonona,  bat  qoiok  tone,  whieh  aooour 
panied  worda  that  were  uttered  with  a  very  distinct  artieolt- 

tion. 

o  Let  OB  have  this  in  the  porch,"  said  Harvey ;  and  he  imme- 
diately led  the  way  to  the  back-door ;  where  Hafen  being  called, 
took  his  seat  and  recommenced  his  song  as  follows  ;— 

**  NoTember  the  fourth,  in  the  year  ninely-oiie, 
We  had  a  sore  engagement  near  to  Fort  Jefianoo. 
St  Clair  was  our  commander,  which  may  remembered  be. 
For  there  we  left  nine  hundred  men,  in  the  Weatem  Territoiy 
Our  militia  was  attackted,  just  as  the  day  did  break ; 

■ 

And  soon  wore  overpowered  and  forced  to  retreat 
They  killed  Major  Ouldhnm,  Lcyin  and  Briggs  likewise. 
With  horrid  yells  of  savages  resounded  thorough  the  skies ; 
Major  Butler  was  wouuded,  the  very  second  fire — ^ 

"  Well,  that  will  do,  Hafen,"  interrupted  Harvey ;  "  we  don't 
like  such  a  bloody  song  as  this ;  it  is  the  Tcry  essence  of  tra- 
gedy." 

'•  It's  as  true  as  preaching,  Mister  Riggs,"  said  Hafen.  •^  I 
was  there  myself,  in  Colonel  Gibson's  regiment." 

"  No  doubt !"  replied  Harvey.  "  But  Miss  Tracy  wants 
something  more  sentimental,  Hafen  ;  this  butchering  of  militia 
men  does  not  suit  the  ladies  so  well  as  a  touching,  sorrowful 
song." 

"  Ay,  ay !"  said  Hafen,  "  I  understand  you,  Mister  Harvey. 
I  have  just  the  sort  of  song  to  please  Miss  Isabel  It  goes  to 
the  tune  of '  WiUiam  Reilly.' 

**  *  While  I  rehearse  my  story,  Americans  give  ear, 
Of  Britain*8  fading  glory,  you  presently  shall  hear ; 
ril  give  a  true  relation,  attend  to  what  I  say, 
Concerning  the  taxation  of  North  America. 
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**  There  is  a  wealthy  people  who  fiojoam.in  that  land, 
Their  churches  aU  with  steeples  most  delicately  stand, 
Their  houses,  like  the  lily,  are  painted  red  and  gay ; 
They  flourish  like  the  gilly  in  North  America.' " 

^  Poh  1  this  is  worse  than  the  other !"  exclaimed  Harvey. 
^  Do  you  call  this  sentimental  ?  Why  don't  yon  give  ns  some- 
thing pitiful?  Bel,  your  minstre^  is  as  badly  trained  as  your 
hawk." 

^  Hafen,"  said  Bel,  '^  I  fear  you  have  not  thought  of  me  lately, 
or  you  would  have  brought  me  something  more  to  my  liking  than 
these  songs." 

"  Bless  your  young  heart,  mistress  !"  replied  Hafen,  "  I  can 
sing  fifty  things  that  you'd  like  to  hear,  in  the  love  line  :  There's 

*  the  Manhattan  Tragedy,'  and  <  the  Royal  Factor's  Garland,'  and 

*  the  Golden  Bull,'  and  <  the  Prodigal  Daughter,'  and  <  Jemmy 
and  Nancy,'  commonly  called  the  Yarmouth  Tragedy,  showing 
hoW,  by  the  aTariciousness  and  cruelty  of  parents,  two  faithful 
loyyers  were  destroyed :  and  there's  *  the  Gosport  Tragedy,'  that 
shows  how  a  young  damsel  was  led  astray  by  a  ship's  carpenter, 
and  carried  into  a  lonesome  wood ;  and  how  her  ghost  haunted 
him  at  sea ; — 

** '  When  he  immediantly  fell  on  his  knees, 

And  the  blood  in  his  veins  with  horror  did  freeze'  ** 

"  Oh,  very  well,"  said  Harvey,  "  stop  there ;  we  don't  wish 
to  hear  the  music.  Go  get  your  supper,  Hafen ;  the  servants 
are  waiting  for  you.  These  are  entirely  too  sentimental ;  you 
run  into  extremes."  Hafen  obeyed  the  order ;  and,  as  he  limped 
towards  the  kitchen,  Harvey  remarked  to  Bel,  '^  This  is  a  fine 
smack  of  war  and  love  that  Hafen  has  favored  us  with ; — 

**  *  The  last  of  aU  the  bards  was  ha 
Wbo  aang  of  Boxdsr  Chivalry.' 
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^^^  Truly,  CoaBin  Bol,  theae  shredB  and  patches  of  romance  are  won- 
derfully pioturesque.  Hafen  does  honor  to  your  zeal  in  behalf 
of  the  days  of  knighthood  and  miiiBtrcby." 

"  Ton  may  langh,  Harvey,  as  much  aa  you  please,  bat  thete 
b  something  pleasant  in  the  idea  of  moated  castles,  and  gay 
knights,  and  border  feuds,  and  roundelays  under  one'a  window, 
and  lighted  halla  where  ladies  daace  coratUos  and  '  trod  meaanres' 
as  they  called  it  \" 

"  And  when  hawka,"  added  Harrey,  "  were  not  flown  like  kit«8, 
with  a.  string,  bat  oame  at  a  whistle,  and  did  as  they  were  told; 
and  troubadours  were  not  Dutch  tinkers ;  and  when  bachelors 
could  win  Qiidtrcsaes  by  bard  blows,  and  wore  not  sunt  off  bceause 
thoy  were  merry  and  like  other  people." 

"  Pahaw  !  cousin,"  interrupted  Bel.  "  Tou  havn't  one  spark 
of  genuine  romance  in  your  whole  oompodtion.  It  is  profane  to 
Usten  to  such  a  recreaJit  as  you  arc." 

"  Well,  Bel,  I  will  tell  you,"  said  Harvey.  "  It  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  Hafcn  shines  as  a  fiddler,  however  qnestionable  may 
bo  his  merits  as  a  balladmougcr.  So  if  cousin  Kate  here  and 
Balph  will  dance,  we  will  bring  him  into  the  parlor  and  have  a 
four-handed  reel.  We  will  call  it  a  comnto,  if  you  prefer  the 
name  ;  and,  to  give  you  a  lighted  hall,  I  will  have  two  more  oan- 
dlos  put  on  the  mantle-piece." 

"  Agreed,"  said  Bel ;  "  so  tell  Hafen  to  bring  in  hifl  inatru- 


Hafcn  appeared  at  the  eummons,  and  an  hoar  woa  merrily 

spent  in  dancing. 

When  the  dance  was  over,  Bel  gave  Hafen  a  glass  of  wine, 
and  slipped  into  his  hand  a  piece  of  money. 

"  Slany  thanks  to  my  young  hidy  !"  sold  the  old  man.  "  You 
deserve  a  good  husband,  and  soon." 

"  You  have  travelled,  Hafen,  to  very  little  pnrpoee,"  bmj 
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Harvey,  "  if  you  are  not  able,  at  your  time  of  life,  to  tell  this 
lady's  fortune." 

"  Oh,  bless  you !"  replied  Hafen,  "  I  can  do  that  very  truly. 
You  are  not  afraid,  young  mistress,  to  show  me  the  palm  of  your 
hand  ?" 

"  Not  she  !"  said  Harvey.  "  Bel,  open  your  hand ;  let  the 
venerable  Hafen  disclose  to  you  the  decrees  of  fate." 

"  Take  care,  Hafen,"  said  Bel,  holding  out  her  hand  ;  "  if  yon 
Bay  one  unlucky  word  I  will  for  ever  dismiss  you  from  my  ser- 
vice." 

Hafen  took  from  his  pocket  an  old  pair  of  spectacles,  and 
proceeded,  very  minutely,  to  examine  the  open  hand. 

''  Here  is  a  line  that  has  not  more  than  six  months  to  run : 
that  is  the  line  of  marriage,  young  mistress.  It  is  not  so  smooth 
a  line,  neither,  as  ought  to  be  in  such  a  palm,  for  it  breaks  off  in 
two  or  three  places,  with  some  crossings." 

"  Defend  me !"  cried  Bel.     «  What  does  that  mean  ?" 

"  It  means,"  replied  Hafen,  "  that  the  lady  is  hard  to  please, 
and  can  scarcely  find  heart  to  make  up  her  mind." 

"  True !"  exclaimed  Harvey.  "  Worshipful  soothsayer  Hafen 
go  on !" 

''  The  lady  docs  not  sleep  well  o'  nights,"  continued  Hafen  ; 
^  and  here  are  cloudy  dreams ;  the  hand  is  mottled,  and  yet  her 
blood  ought  to  flow  smoothly  too,  for  it  has  a  healthy  color ;  the 
palm  is  moist  and  shows  a  warm  heart :  I  fear  the  lady  has  fan- 
cies. Well,  well,  it  is  all  nothing,  as  there  is  a  good  ending  to 
it  Here  is  a  person  who  has  done  her  great  service  lately.  He 
will  do  her  more :  and, — ^let  me  see^ — ^he  is  a  gentleman  of  good 
blood,  and  more  in  love  than  I  think  it  right  to  telL  He  travels 
on  a  line  that  runs  to  marriage.  Fie,  my  young  mistress,  you 
would  not  be  obstinate  with  such  a  gentleman  1  But  here  is  a 
Btop  and  a  cross  line.  'There  is  many  a  slip  'twixt  the  cup  and 
the  lip.'    No,  no,  it  is  better  than  it  looks." 


I 


"  It  ia  not  exoellcut  well,  cousin,"  said  Bel,  plajfoBj  i 
drawing  lier  Imnd.  "  Hafen,  you  have  to  learn  the  bogioiungs  of 
your  art.  You  know  notliiog  about  palmistry)  Couldn't  joa 
•ee,  with  half  an  eje,  that  tbe  marriage  line  on  my  Land  wm  s 
mile  {rom  the  end  1     I  wonder  at  you !" 

"  Not  BO  fast,  not  so  fast.  Miss  Isabel !"  cried  Hnfcn.  with  > 
aly  Inugb.  "  You  can't  deceive  mc.  I  saw  ibe  very  man  to-daj'. 
And  a  proper  gentleman  he  is — a  bravo  one,  as  I  said  before. 
Why,  gentle  bred  as  he  is,  Lo  can  handle  an;  man,  in  the  way  of 
boziug,  'twixt  this  and  Richmond.  It  is  a  real  pleosnro  to  see 
hiin  strike  a  blow." 

"  His  name,"  said  Harvey. 

"  It  would  Dot  he  a  strange  name  to  these  walls,  if  I  was  to 
tell  it,"  answered  Hafcn.  '■  But  I  never  thought  such  a  pwr  of 
■rma  belonged  to  a  gentleman,  as  he  showed  ibis  morning." 

"  Ned  Haisrd  1"  said  Harvey.  "  Pray,  what  did  you  see  of 
htm  tbia  morning?" 

"  I  will  tell  you  and  our  pretty  young  lady  here  what  I  saw," 
replied  Hafen.  "  Up  here  at  the  cross-roads,  you  must  know, — 
about  noon  or  a  little  later, — comes  along  Mister  Edward  Hazard 
and  that  strange  gentleman  hia  friend,  on  horseback,  with  that 
Bome  hawk  that's  out  here  in  the  cage.  Well,  there  waa  a  pareel 
of  neighbors  drinking,  oiid  such  like,  about  the  store.  Mislet 
Edward  never  stands  much  upon  ceremony ;  so,  he  got  down, 
And  then  tbe  other  got  down,  and  '  good  morning,'  and  '  good 
morning,'  went  round.  Slistcr  Edward's  not  one  of  your  proud 
men,  for  he  got  to  showing  them  the  bird,  and  told  them,  bless 
your  heart  I  whoso  it  was — Miss  IsnherB  here.  I  suspected  some- 
thing then,"  said  Hafcn,  putting  bis  finger  against  tbe  side  of  his 
nose  and  looking  at  Harvey.  "  Well,  one  word  brought  on 
another,  and  somehow  or  'nother,  Miles  Rutherford  gives  Miater 
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Edward  the  lie.  So,  out  jumps  Mister  Edward,  and  calls  to  the 
others  to  stand  by  him,  and  swears  out  pretty  strong,  (you  know, 
Miss  Isabel,  Mister  Ned's  like  any  other  man  at  swearing  when 
he's  angry,)  and  tells  Miles  to  step  out  if  he  dares,  and  says,  he 
will  lick  him  to  his  heart's  content,— or  something  to  that  effect 
Well,  Miles  had  whipped  almost  every  fighting  man  in  the  county, 
and  he  wa'nt  going  to  be  baulked  by  Ned  Hazard ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, out  he  comes.  Mercy  on  me  !  says  I,  now  Mister  Edward 
wiU  giye  Miles  such  a  mouthful  to  stay  his  stomach,  as  he  never 
tasted  in  his  life  before.  I  knew  Mr.  Hazard  of  old,  and  told 
Miles  what  he'd  get.  And  sure  enough,  it  would  have  done  your 
heart  good.  Miss  Isabel,  if  you  had  seen  how  Mister  Edward  did 
drub  Miles !  And  the  best  of  it  was,  he  did  it  so  genteel,  as  if 
be  didn't  want  to  bloody  his  clothes.  And  when  he  was  done  he 
wiped  his  face,  as  natural  as  if  he  had  been  at  his  'dinner,  and  I 
brought  him  some  water  to  wash  his  hands ;  and  then  off  he  and 
the  tother  gentleman  rode  after  bidding  the  company  good  day. — 
Upon  which  we  gave  them  three  cheers." 

"Are  you  telling  us  the  truth,  Hafen?"  asked  Harvey, 
earnestly. 

"  I  would  not  tell  you  a  lie.  Mister  Harvey,"  replied  Hafen, 
"  if  it  was  to  save  my  right  hand  from  being  chopped  off  this 
minute." 

^  This  morning,  do  you  say  this  happened  ?" 

^  As  I  am  a  Christian  man,"  said  the  tinker. 

"Ned  fought  with  that  bully,  Miles  Eutherford? — and  with 
fists?" 

''As  fair  a  fight.  Mister  Biggs,"  replied  Hafen,  ''and  as 
pretty  a  one  as  you  ever  saw." 

"  What  brought  it  about?  You  have  told  us  nothing  about 
the  cause  of  the  quarrel." 

^  I'm  not  partioalir  about  that,"  said  the  other ;  "  but  it  was 
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word&  TIm  tnitli  i%  I  mupeet  IGlei  vu  impeiUBeMl^  ml 
Hiflter  Edward  wanted  to  best  him;  ftr  be  md  ke  did  it  oa at* 
eoQBt  of  the  good  of  the  paUie.  Both  on  'em  mi|^t  Imve  beea  a 
Kttle  in  the  wrong,  but  Miater  Hanrd**  hand  was  in ;  and,  70a 
know,  a  man  dont  stand  mneh  persoanon  when  that^s  the  ema 
Bnt^  jwi  may  depend,  Mister  Edward  gained  a  great  deal  of 

l^oiy." 

«  Edward  didn't  say  a  word  aboat  this  to  vs,"  said  BeL 

^  I  eant  unriddle  it,"  replied  Harrey,  shaking  his  head. 

Hafen  was  now diemissed  from  the  parlor ;  and  Belaud  EMSt' 
Tey  fell  into  a  long eonTersation,  in  rektion  tothe  disolosnre  thst 
was  just  made.  Bel  uttered  a  deep  and  sinoere  oomplaint  in 
Harvey's  ear,  that  the  waywardness  of  Hazard's  temper  should 
be  so  continually  driving  him  off  his  guard.  It  was  so  unbecom- 
ing his  station  in  society  to  permit  himself  to  appear  in  these 
lights  to  the  world  !  When  would  he  learn  discretion  ?  How 
could  he  hope  to  win  the  affections  even  of  his  intimate  friends, 
when  he  was  perpetually  offending  against  the  plainest  duties  he 
owed  them  ?  She  admitted  his  goodness  of  heart,  and  the  value 
she  set  upon  the  many  excellent  points  in  his  character ;  but  it 
seemed  as  if  fate  had  unalterably  decreed  that  every  day  he  was 
to  be  farther  removed  from  all  hopes  of  making  himself  agreeable 
to  her. 

To  these  suggestions  Harvey  could  frame  no  defence,  except 
that  Hafcn  had,  perhaps,  misrepresented  the  facts. 

'^  I  do  not  wish  to  inquire  into  the  details,"  said  Bel,  "  because 
no  provocation,  in  my  opinion,  could  excuse  a  gentleman  in  mak- 
ing such  a  figure  before  a  set  of  low-bred  rustics.  I  cannot 
express  to  you,  cousin  Harvey,  how  much  this  thing  shocks  me." 

"  There  are  provocations,  Bel,"  replied  Harvey,  "  that  would 
render  such  an  exploit  meritorious— H3ven  in  a  gentleman." 

"I  cannot  think  it,— cousin: — I  cannot  think  so,"  replied 
Bel,  musing  over  the  matter ;  ^  I  wish  I  could." 
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"  I'll  tell  yon,  Bel,  what  we  will  do,"  said  Harrey,  with  a  gay 
air ;  ''we  will  get  our  old  minnesinger  Hafen  to  hitch  it  into 
verse  and  sing  it  to  the  tune  of '  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel.' " 

"  Incorrigible  sinner !"  exclaimed  Bel,  "  how  can  you  jest 
upon  such  an  incident !  as  for  your  friend  Edward,  I  pity  him ; 
you  know  why.  But  do  not  make  mo  think  as  hardly  of  you. 
Good  night  I" 

"  Pleasant  dreams  to  you !"  cried  Harvey.  "  Fancy  that  you 
have  heard  of  a  tilting  match  between  a  bull  and  a  cavalier,  and 
that  the  bull  was  beaten.  Romance  and  chivalry  are  sovereign 
varnishes  for  cracked  crowns  and  bloody  noses.     Good  night  1" 


CHAPTER  XXXU. 

•  SIGNS    or    A    HE&O. 

While  Hanrd  wss  indulging  the  luxorioiu  fknoy  that  be  bid 
suled,  at  last,  into  the  harbor  of  Bel's  good  graces ;  and  was  east- 
ing about  to  see  how  he  should  best  make  good  his  moorings, 
Hafen,  like  a  lame  Vulcan,  was  forging  a  thunderbolt  that  was 
destined  to  descend  upon  Ned's  slender  pinnace,  and  either  tear 
up  one  of  the  principal  planks,  or  at  least,  give  him  such  a  lurch 
as  should  make  him  think  he  was  going  straight  to  the  bottom. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  Hazard  if  he  had  not  forbidden 
me  to  say  any  thing  to  his  mistress  about  his  unfortunate  quar- 
rel with  Miles  Kutherford  ;  for  then  I  could  have  given  the  mat- 
tor  such  a  gloss  as  must  have  entirely  satisfied  any  reasonable 
woman  whatever.  But  to  have  this  incident  mangled  by  Hafen 
Blok,  disgraced  by  his  slang,  and  discolored  by  his  officious  seal 
to  contribute  to  Ned's  glorification,  was  one  of  those  unlucky 
strokes  of  fortune  to  which  the  principal  actors  in  romance  have 
been  subject  from  time  immemorial.  This,  therefore,  gives  me 
strong  hopes  that  he  is  really  destined  to  be  a  hero  of  some  note 
before  I  am  done  with  him.  It  has  thrown  him,  for  the  present, 
into  a  deep  shade.  And  yet, — shortsighted  mortal  !-^-so  little 
suspicious  was  he  that  affairs  had  taken  this  turn,  that  all  the 
next  day  (being  Sunday)  he  was  more  like  a  man  bordering  upon 
insanity  than  a  rational  Christian.     His  first  impulse  was  to  go 
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oTcr  to  The  Brakes  immediately  after  breakf;Lst :  tLcn,  he  checked 
himself  bj  the  consideration  that  it  was  pushing  matters  too 
fiercelj.  After  this,  ho  thought  of  sending  for  Harvej  Riggs  to 
join  as  at  dinner :  then,  he  reflected  that  it  wasn't  Hurvej  he 
wished  to  see.  He  then  sat  down  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  but 
soon  diaoovercd  that  be  could  not  onderstand  one  sentence  that 
be  was  reading.  He  got  up,  and  walked  as  far  as  the  gate; 
looked  critically  at  the  plum-tree,  that  had  not  the  smalleat  ap- 
pearance of  fruit  upon  it  and  very  few  leaves,  and  then  returned 
to  the  house  whistling,  where  Lucy  and  Vie  told  him,  "  it  waa 
Sunday  and  he  must  not  whistle."  At  length,  as  a  last  resort, 
be  went  up  to  his  chamber,  and  dressed  himself  out  with  extraor- 
dinary particularity  in  white  drilling  pantaloons,  as  stiff  with 
starch  as  if  tbcy  were  made  of  foolscap  paper,  a  white  waistcoat, 
bis  dark-grccn  frock,  a  black  stock,  boots  and  his  hair-cloth  forage- 
cap. In  this  attire  be  appeared  in  the  halt,  with  a  riding-whip  in 
his  band,  walking  up  and  down  in  profound  abstraction. 

"  Where  are  you  going,  Ned  V  asked  Meriwether. 

"  Gfoing  J"  he  replied,  "  I  am  going  to  stay  at  home." 

"  I  beg  your  pardon !  I  thought  you  were  about  to  i 
Meriwether  passed  on.     Ned  continued  bis  walk. 

"  Where  are  you  going,  Edward  V  asked  ray  cousin  Lucr 

"  Nowhere,"  said  Ned. 

"  Edward,  where  are  you  going  *!"  ini^nircd  Prudence. 

"  I  am  not  going  out,"  said  Ned. 

"  Uncle  Ned,  may  I  go  with  you?  shall  I  got  Spitfire  ?" 
Rip,  running  into  the  ball. 

"  Where  Y'  asked  Ned,  with  some  surprise. 

"  Wherever  you  are  going  to  ride,"  answered  Rip. 

"  Good  people  I"  csclaimed  Hazard.  "  What  has  got  into  the 
family  1  where  would  you  have  me  go  !  what  do  yoo  see  1  what 
do  you  want  V 


'•  Arn't  yon  going  to  ride  ?"  asked  Kip. 

"  By  Qo  means,  mj  dear." — Away  went  Rip. 

All  thia  I  saw  from  the  porch.  So,  getting  up  feotu  my  seal, 
'4  slao  accosted  him  with  the  same  qaestion.  "  Where  are  joa 
going?" 

"  The  Lord  knows,  Mark !  I  have  jast  dressed  mjself,  ami 
have  been  walking  here,  for  want  of  GOmethtng  better  to  do.  I 
wish  it  were  to-morrow  I  for  I  don't  like  to  go  over  yonder  to-day. 
I  think  a  man  onght  not  to  visit  more  than  throe  times  a  week. 
— I  feel  very  queerly  this  morning;  I  have  been  every  wL ere, 
gaping  about  like  an  apprentice-boy  in  his  Sunday  clothes.  I 
have  seen  the  horses  in  the  stable,  the  fowla  In  the  poultry-yard, 
the  piga,  the  negroes,  and,  in  fact,  I  don't  know  what  in  the  dovil 
to  do  with  myself.  Mark,  we  will  go  over  to  The  Brakes  to-mor- 
row morning?" 

"  Oh,  certainly.  I  think  our  affairs  require  some  attention 
in  that  quarter.     Why  not  go  thia  evening?" 

"  I  should  like  it  very  much,"  said  Ned.  "  Bnt  it  would  alarm 
the  family.  I  feel  qunlmiah  at  being  seen  there  too  often.  Peo- 
ple arc  so  fond  of  gossipping  I  No,  no,  wc  will  wait  until  to- 
morrow." 

These  particulars  will  show  the  state  of  Haxard'a  mind,  the 
day  following  the  recovery  of  the  hawk, — a  day  that  passed  heavily 
enough.  Ned  pretended  to  impute  all  this  tediousness  to  Sun- 
day, which,  he  remarked,  was  always  the  most  difficult  day  in  the 
week  to  get  througli. 

On  Monday  morning  we  were  at  The  Brakes  by  ten  o'clock. 
Bel  was  busy  with  Fairhourne,  and  looked  uncommonly  fresh 
and  gay.  Her  manner  was  affable,  and  too  easy,  I  thought,  con- 
sidering the  peculiar  relation  of  her  affairs,  at  this  moment, 
towards  Hasard.  She  addressed  her  conversation  principally  to 
me  i  and,  onee  or  twice,  rcfu,''ed  Ned's  services  in  some  little  mat- 
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t  waB  natuRil  he  should  offer  them,  I  observed, 
cr,  that  she  did  not  second  bis  attempts  ut  wit  aa  freely 
u  she  na3  used  to  do  :  they  made  me  smile ;  but  upon  her  they 
fell  harmless  and  flat,  like  schoolboys'  arrows  headed  with  tar. 
AU  this  seemed  strange  and  boded  ill.  Hazard  observed  it 
it  made  Um  awkward  ;  hia  cheek  grew  pale,  and  his  words  stu^ 
in  his  throat. 

In  a  short  time  some  honaehold  matters  called  Bel  away. 

"  The  wind  bos  changed,"  said  Nedj  in  a  half-whisper  to 
as  vre  walked  to  the  parlor  ;  "  the  thermometer  is  fulling  towardi 
the  freezing  point.     I  wish  this  business  was  nt  the " 

"  Whist,  Ned  I"  I  exclaimed,  "  don't  swear  !     There  is  some 
mistake  in  this  matter :  we'll  talk  to  Harvey." 

Harvey  Biggs  took  a  scat  with  us  at  the  front  door ;  and 
there,  in  a  long,  confidential  and  grave  conference,  he  explained 
to  ns  ail  that  he  knew  of  this  perplexing  affair.  He  said  that  he 
had  been  trying  to  bring  Bel  to  reaaon,  because  he  thought,  to  usa 
his  own  phrase,  ''  it  was  all  flummery  in  her  to  be  so  hyperbolioal 
with  Ned  ;"  but  that  she  was  struck,  just  between  wind  and  water, 
with  Hafcn's  rigmarole  about  Ned's  boxing  match ;  and  that  it 
would  rec^uirc  some  time  to  get  this  warp  out  of  her  fancy ;  that 
there  was  no  c]ucation  she  was  deeply  wounded  by  all  she  had 
heard ;  but  still  he  had  hopcB,  that  he  would  be  able  to  set  matters 
right  again.  "  Ned,"  said  he,  "  my  dear  fellow,  let  me  warn  you, 
at  least  until  you  are  married,  (if  you  are  ever  to  have  that  Inok,) 
to  care  how  you  make  a  fool  of  yourself ;  because  it  is  sure  imme- 
diately to  turn  Bel  into  a  greater  one.  Mark,  they  are  a  miracu- 
lous pair  of  geese  I"  cried  Harvey,  breaking  ont  into  a  loud  laugh ; 
and  then  singing  out  with  a  great  flourish,  to  the  tune  of  a 
lar  song,  the  following  doggerel — 

And  grant,  oh  Qiipcu  of  foola  t  be  odd — 
Thoa  ran  the  mooncnlf  a  pmyor — 


;  lOr 


I 

^^^B^  Tliat  I  nu;  [iroTe  llie  droUuat  knt^t 

^^^^^  And  wed  UiB  quuuroel  Sail. 

^^^^  Ned  abedutely  ravcA  He  thought  he  had  the  fairest  oec» 
won  in  the  world  to  get  into  a  passion;  and  he,  accordingly,  fell 
to  swearing  against  all  womankiud,  In  the  most  emphatic  terms. 
Aa  soon  as  he  had  "  uupacked  faia  heart"  in  this  way.  be  dropped 
into  another  mood,  and  began  to  deplore  his  fate,  pretty  much  m 
he  had  done  on  some  of  those  former  oeenaions  that  I  buve  dt- 
Bcrilwd ;  and  last  of  all, — whioh  he  ought  to  have  done  at  firrt, — 
he  became  very  reasonable ;  nnd,  in  a  ealm,  manly  dffetice  of 
himself,  narrated  circumstantially  the  whole  nffair  ;  showing,  in 
the  moat  conclusive  manner,  that  he  had  been  induced  to  accept 
Milee  Rutherford's  challenge,  only  because  he  did  not  choose  to 
hear  that  graceless  brawler  pour  out  his  vile  abuse  upon  one  so 
venerable  in  hb  eyes  as  Mr,  Tracy. 

"  What  could  I  do,"  said  he,  "  but  chastise  such  a,  scoandrel, 
for  the  irreverent  mention,  in  snob  a  circle,  of  the  excellent  old 
gentleman?  and,  I  bnnjbly  think,  that,  of  all  persons  in  the 
world,  Bel  Tracy  is  the  last  that  haa  a  right  to  complain  of  it" 

"  This  sets  the  matter  in  n  now  light,"  said  Uarvey ;  "  I  told 
Bel,  I  was  certain  Hafcn  had  lied.  Her  worshipful  minstrel,  hor 
rascally  miunesiugcr  makes  a  great  figure  in  this  business  t" 

Here  HaEard's  mood  changed  again.  Nothing  is  so  brave  as 
a  lover  who  haa  found  good  ground  to  rail  against  hia  mistress. 
He  may  be  as  gentle  aa  n  pet  squirrel,  or  a  lamb  that  is  fed  by 
hand,  aa  long  as  he  has  no  confederate  toenoonrage  him  in  rebel- 
lion ;  but  no  sooner  dues  ho  receive  a  compassionate  word  from  a 
by-stander,  or  enlist  a  party,  than  he  becomes  the  most  peremp- 
tory and  fearful  of  animals.  Harvcy'a  words  stirred  up  Ned's 
soul  into  a  sublime  mutiny  ;  and,  for  some  minutes,  he  was  more 
extravagant  than  ever.  Ho  would  let  Bel  see  that  she  had  made 
a  sad  mistake,  when  she  imagined  that  he  was  going  to  surrender 
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his  free  agency,  his  judgment,  his  inclinations,  his  sense  of  duty 
to  her  I  It  became  a  man  to  take  a  stand  in  a£fairs  of  this  na- 
tore  I  He  scorned  to  put  on  a  character  to  win  a  woman,  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  support  afterwards,  if  he  should  be  successful  : 
it  would  be  rank  hypocrisy  I  What,  in  the  devil's  name,  did  she 
expect  of  him  ! — ^to  stand  by,  and  acknowledge  himself  a  man, 
when  she — ^yes,  she  herself — ^for  an  attack  upon  her  &ther  was  an 
attack  upon  her — was  reviled  and  made  the  subject  of  profane 
jest  and  vituperation  on  the  lips  of  an  outlaw !  Let  Bel  consider 
it  in  this  point  of  view,  and  how  could  she  possibly  find  £sLult  with 
him?" 

^  Yes.  Let  Bel  consider  it  in  this  point  of  view  !"  said  Har- 
vey, chiming  in  with  a  droll  and  affected  gravity ;  ^^  111  go  and 
put  the  subject  to  her  in  this  light,  this  ve^y  instant." 

"No,"  said  Ned,  "you  need  not  be  in  a  hurry.  But,  in 
earnest,  Harvey,  at  another  time  I  would  like  you  to  do  it :  it  is 
but  justice." 

"  I'll  harrow  up,"  replied  Harvey,  with  a  deep  tragic  voice, 
"  her  inmost  souL" 

"  In  order  that  you  may  have  free  scope,"  said  Hazard,  "  it 
will  be  better  for  Mark  and  me  to  set  off  home  immediately." 

"*8ir  Lucius,  we  won't  run,'"  said  I,  laughing.  "Do  you 
think  there  is  danger,  Ned?  shall  we  make  a  rapid  retreat?" 

"'Brush,'  exclaimed  Harvey,  'the  sooner  you  are  off,  the 
better  I'  I  will  meet  you  anon,  and  report  to  you  at  Swallow 
Bam." 

Without  taking  leave  of  the  family  we  commenced  our  re- 
treat ;  and  during  the  ride  Ned  displayed  the  same  alternations 
of  feeling  that  were  manifested  in  our  interview  with  Harvey. 
These  emotions  resolved  themselves,  at  last,  into  one  abiding  and 
permanent  determination,  and  that,  considering  the  character 
and  temper  of  Hazard,  was  sufficiently  comic,  namely, — that  in 


bis  future  interoouree  with  Bel,  he  would  invariably  obaeire  the 
most  aornpulous  regard  to  all  the  high-flown  and  OTcrBtrained 
elegancies  and  proprieties  of  conduct  which  she  so  pretended  to 
idolixe.  His  humor  was  that  of  doggod  suhmissioD  to  her  most 
capricious  whims.     Never  did  spaniel  seem  so  humbled. 

"  I  know  I  ihaXl  make  a  fool  of  myself,"  said  he,  "  but  that  is 
her  look-out,  not  mine.  I'll  give  her  enough  of  her  super-subtle, 
unimaginable,  diabolical  dignity  I — I  will  be  the  very  easencfl  of 
dulncss,  and  the  quintessenco  of  decorum  1 — I  will  turn  myself 
into  anass  of  the  first  water,  until  I  make  her  so  sick  of  pedantry 
ftnd  senliiucut,  that  a  good  fellow  shall  go  free  with  her  a 
:   t«st  of  her  life  I" 


CHAPTER  XL 

A    COUNCIL    OF    WAR. 

As  80011  as  we  had  left  The  Brakes  Harvey  sought  an  opportn* 
nity  to  commanioate  to  Bel  all  that  he  had  learned  from  us  in  re- 
gard to  the  cause  and  circumstances  of  the  quarrel  between  Ned 
and  Eutherford ;  presenting  to  her,  in  the  strongest  point  of  view 
he  was  able,  the  signal  injustice  she  had  done  to  so  faithful  and 
devoted  a  lover.  '^  I  should  not  have  regarded  the  matter  a  rush," 
said  Harvey,  ^'  if  it  were  not  that  Ned,  as  I  have  often  told  you, 
is  one  of  the  most  sensitive  creatures  alive,  and  so  much  inclined 
to  melancholy  that  there  is  no  knowing  what  effect  such  an  inci- 
dent may  have,  upon  his  temper."  Bel  smiled  incredulously,  and 
seemed  as  if  she  did  not  know  whether  to  take  Harvey  in  jest  or 
earnest. 

"  You  may  treat  this  lightly,"  continued  Harvey,  "  but  I  am 
sure  you  will  feel  some  unpleasant  misgivings  when  you  come  to 
reflect  on  it"     She  smiled  again. 

<<  It  is  not  a  just  return  for  that  admirable  constancy,"  Har- 
vey proceeded,  '^  which  Ned,  notwithstanding  his  upper  current 
of  levity,  has  always  shown  towards  you ;  and  which,  amidst  all 
his  waywardness,  has  always  set  steadily  towards  you.  If  he  has 
been  volatile  in  his  pursuits,  you  cannot  deny  that  he  has  con- 
nected you  with  the  pleasantest  passages  of  his  life ;  if  he  has 

been  straage  in  his  oonduot,  now  and  then,  it  is  very  obvious  that 

i7* 


894  A  oouMCiL  or  war. 

he  has  never  ceased  to  feel  the  desire  to  make  himself  agreeaUe 
to  you ;  if  he  has  oooasionallj  erred  firom  the  straight  line  of 
deoorom,  every  transgression  may  be  traced  to  some  ardent  en- 
deavor to  support  your  cause,  even  at  the  expense  of  your  good 
opinion.  Now,  this  is  what  I  call  futh,  honor  and  gallantry.  It 
shows  single-heartedness,  homage  and  modesty.  It  is  in  the  very 
best  strain  of  a  cavalier  devoted  to  his  lady-love ;  and  has  more 
true  chivalry  in  it  than  all  the  formal  courtesies  in  the  world-—" 

Bel  began  to  look  grave. 

*^  It  cuts  Ned  to  the  heart  to  think  his  mistress  ungratefiJ ; 
and,  particularly,  that  she  should  listen  to  a  vile  strolling  tinker, 
and  take  his  account  of  a  fray  as  if  it  were  gospel,  instead  of  sus- 
pending her  opinion  until  she  should  have  a  more  authentic  rela- 
tion from  himself.  This  has  sunk  deeper  into  his  feelings  than 
any  act  of  unkindness  that  ever  befell  him.  And  from  you,  Bel! 
— Conceive  what  anguish  Ned  must  have  experienced  when  your 
cold  looks  chidcd  him  for  one  of  the  most  disinterested  actions  of 
his  life." 

"  Why  didn't  he  tell  us  all  about  this  quarrel  when  he  brought 
the  hawk  home  ?"  said  Bel.  ''  Why  was  he  silent  then,  I  should 
like  to  know  ?" 

"  Was  it  for  him,"  asked  Harvey,  "  to  vaunt  his  exploits  in 
your  car?  A  brave  man  naturally  forbears'  to  speak  of  his 
achievements ;  and  therein  is  Ned's  true  modesty  of  character 
conspicuous.  He  would  have  concealed  this  from  you  until  he 
had  grown  gray,  lest  you  might  have  been  tempted  to  think  he 
played  the  braggart  with  you.  I  cannot  sufficiently  admire  such 
forbearance." 

"  Ah  me,  cousin  !"  said  Bel,  "  I  do  not  know  what  to  think. 
You  perplex  me.  I  would  not  willingly  offend  the  meanest  crea- 
ture that  lives.  I  am  sure  I  have  no  reason  to  be  unkind  to  Mr. 
Hazard.     But  still  it  is  not  my  fault  that  I  cannot  set  the  same 
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value  upon  his  yirtues  that  you  and  others  do. — I  almost  wish  I 
had  not  been  so  marked  in  my  demeanor  to  him  this  morning. 
I  am  sure  I  am  not  ungrateful  in  my  temper,  cousin  Harvey. 
Did  he  speak  much  of  it  ?" 

"  Kather  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,"  returned  Harvey.  "  But 
the  thought  haunted  him  all  the  time  he  was  here.  He  broke 
out  once  or  twice  and  swora" 

^  Swore  at  me  ?"  exclaimed  Bel. 

"  No ;  I  was  mistaken  in  saying  he  swore.  He  gave  vent  to 
some  piteous  feelings, — as  well  he  might : — but  they  were  ex- 
pressed chiefly  in  sighs." 

"  I  wish  I  knew  whether  you  were  in  earnest,  Harvey,"  said 
Bel,  beseechingly.  '^  Mercy  on  me  I  I  do  not  know  what  to  think. 
I  wish  I  were  in  heaven  1  And  still,  I  won't  believe  Ned  Hazard 
cares  the  thousandth  part  as  much  for  me  as  you  make  out." 

This  was  not  true,  for  Bel  was  inwardly  very  much  moved 
with  the  whole  relation,  and  began  to  feel,  what  she  never  before 
acknowledged,  that  Ned  had  a  very  fair  claim  to  her  considera- 
tion. 

Harvey  was  making  an  experiment  upon  her  heart ;  and,  hav- 
ing set  her  to  musing  over  the  affair,  left  her  to  settle  the  case 
with  her  own  conscience.  He  had  now  satisfied  himself  that  Ned, 
if  he  used  even  ordinary  discretion,  might  turn  the  accident  to 
good  account ;  and  he  therefore  said  nothing  more  to  Bel,  know- 
ing that  the  more  she  thought  of  what  had  passed,  the  graver 
^ould  be  the  impression  on  her  mind. 

The  next  morning  he  hastened  over  to  Swallow  Bam,  where, 
like  a  trusty  minister,  he  detailed  the  sum  of  his  observations  in 
a  solemn  council,  convoked  for  that  purpose. 

Never  was  any  topic  more  minutely  or  more  ably  discussed. 
We  all  agreed  that  Ned's  prospects  were  brightening;  that  a 
erisis  had  arrived  which  it  required  great  judgment  to  manage 


I  Hrifli  effect;  and  tbat,  above  all  thipgH,  lie  must  be  very  g 
T  fcr  tlie  future.  It  was  aUo  reaulved  that  he  should  henceforth 
'  be  more  special  and  direct  in  his  attentions,  and  not  scmple  to 
■Bsurae  the  posture  of  an  avowed  lover ;  that  he  should  put  on  as 
much  propriety  of  manner  as  might  be  found  requisite  to  gratify 
Bel's  roost  visionary  reqaisitioDs;  and  that,  in  particular,  he  must 

I  neither  swear  in  her  presenoe,  nor  talk  lightly  before  her. 
"  Oh,  as  to  that,"  said  Ned,  who  had  grown  as  pliant  as  a 
faaincd  hound  in  our  hands,  "  I  have  already  resolved  to  show 
her  that  I  can  play  the  part  of  the  most  solemn  fool  in  the 
world.  But,  what  perplexes  me  most  !s  to  find  out  some  aenti- 
nental  subject  for  conversation.  I  shall  commit  myself  by  some 
egregious  blunder  of  a  joke,  if  I  get  to  talking  at  random. 
Faith,  I  have  a  great  mind  to  write  down  a  whole  discourse  and 
oommit  it  to  memory. 

"  Talk  to  her,''  said  Harvey,  upon  olassiea]  matters.  Show 
her  your  learniDg,  She  thinks  you  don't  read ;  rub  tip  some  of 
your  college  pedantry  :  any  thing,  man  ; — give  her  a  little  of  the 
heathen  mythology  I" 

"  Oh,  I'll  do  it !"  cried  Nod  with  exultation.  "  I'll  aatoDisb 
her  with  a  whole  Eoeyelopedin  of  nonsense." 

"  Take  care,  though,"  interrupted  Harvey,  "  to  season  it  well 
with  delicate  and  appropriate  allusions  to  the  affair  in  band. 
Let  it  ho  congenial  and  lover-like ;  no  matter  how  nonsensicaL 
But  don't  be  bombastic,  Ned." 

"  Trust  me  I"  he  replied,  "  I'll  suit  her  to  the  twentieth  pait 
of  a  scruple." 

Here  our  conclave  broke  up  with  a  flash  of  merriment ;  and 
we  did  nothing  but  jest  all  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Harvey  dined  with  us ;  and  when,  in  the  evening,  he  thoaght 
of  returning,  Carey  earns  into  the  parlor  to  make  a  proposition 
■•  Whioh  bad  the  effect  to  retain  our  guest  with  us  all  that  sight. 
rThe  incident  that  followed  will  require  a  chapter  to  itself. 
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When  Carey  came  into  the  parlor  he  pulled  off  his  hat  and 
made  a  profound  bow ;  and  then  advanced  to  the  back  of  Ned's 
chair,  where,  in  a  low  and  orderly  tone  of  voice,  he  made  the  fol- 
lowing grave  and  interesting  disclosure  :  namely,  that  the  boys — 
meaning  some  of  the  other  negroes  who  belonged  to  the  planta- 
tion— ^had  found  out  what  had  been  disturbing  the  poultry-yard 
for  some  time  past :  that  it  was  not  a  mink,  as  had  been  given 
out,  but  nothing  less  than  a  large  old  opossum  that  had  been 
traced  to  a  gum  tree  over  by  the  river,  about  a  mile  distant :  that 
the  boys  had  diskivered  him  (to  use  Carey's  own  term)  by  some 
feathers  near  the  tree ;  and,  when  they  looked  into  the  hollow, 
they  could  see  his  eyes  shining  "  like  foxfire."  He  said  they  had 
been  trying  to  screw  him  out,  by  thrusting  up  a  long  stick,  cut 
with  a  fork  at  the  end,  (an  approved  method  of  bringing  out 
squirrels,  foxes  and  rabbits  from  .their  holes,  and  much  in  practice 
in  the  country,)  and  tangling  it  in  his  hair,  but  that  this  design 
was  abandoned  under  the  supposition  that,  perhaps.  Master  Ed- 
ward would  like  to  hunt  him  in  the  regular  way. 

Ned  professed  a  suitable  concern  in  the  intelligence ;  but  in- 
quired of  Carey,  whether  he,  as  an  old  sportsman,  thought  it 
lawful  to  hunt  an  opossum  at  midsummer.     This  interrogatory 


on  the  watch  were  to  frighten  him  awny  ;  and  after  allowing  him 
time  enough  to  get  baok  to  tlie  wooJa,  the  doga  were  to  be  put 
upon  the  trail  and  to  pursue  him  nutil  ho  waa  Irecd. 

Having  announced  this,  the  old  servant  bowed  again  and  left 
tho  room,  saying,  that  it  would  be  pretty  late  before  we  should  be 
called  out,  because  it  waa  natural  to  these  thieving  animuls  to 
wait  until  people  went  to  bed  j  and  that  a  'possum  waa  one  of  the 
cunningest  things  alive. 

Midnight  arrived  without  a  summons  from  our  leader :  the 
family  had  long  since  retired  to  rest ;  and  we  began  to  fear  that 
our  vigil  was  to  end  in  disappointment  We  had  taken  posses 
sion  of  the  settees  in  tho  hall,  and  had  almost  dropped  asleep, 
when,  about  half  past  twelve,  Carey  came  tiptoeing  through  the 
back  door  and  told  us,  in  a  mysterious  whisper,  that  the  depre- 
dator upon  the  poultry-yard  had  just  been  detected  in  his  visit : 
that  big  Ben  {for  so  one  of  the  negroes  waa  denominated,  to  dis- 
tinguish him  from  little  Ben,)  had  been  out  and  kbw  the  animal 
skulking  close  under  tho  fence  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  roost. 
Upon  this  intelligence,  we  rose  and  followed  the  old  domestie  to 
the  designated  spot.  , 

Here  were  assembled  sis  or  seven  of  the  negroes,  men  and 
bojB,  who  were  clustered  into  a  ^roup  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  poultry-yard.  Within  a  hundred  paces  the  tall  ligure  of  big 
Ben  was  discerned,  in  dim  outline,  proceeding  cautiously  across 
a  field  until  he  had  receded  beyond  our  view.  A  nocturnal  ad- 
venture ia  always  attended  with  a  certain  show  of  mystery  ;  the 
presence  of  darkness  eonjurcH  up  in  every  mind  an  indefinite 
sonse  of  fear — faint,  bat  still  sufficient  to  throw  an  interest  around 
trivial  things,  to  which  wc  are  strangers  in  the  daytime.  The  lit- 
tle Bssemhly  of  blacks  we  had  just  joined  wore  waiting  in  noiseless 
reserve  for  some  report  from  Ben  ;  and,  upon  our  arrival,  were 
expressing  in  low  and  wary  whispers,  their  conjectures  as  to  the 


irse  the  game  hai  taken,  or  recounting  their  separate  experi- 
enoe  ae  to  the  habits  of  the  animal.  It  was  a  cloudless  night; 
and  the  obscure  and  capacious  vault  above  us  showed  ita  thoasandi 
of  stars,  with  a  brlUiancy  unusual  at  this  seasoD.  A  chilling 
breoee  swept  through  the  darkness  and  Buttered  the  neighboring 
foliage  witb  an  alt«rnalelj  increasing  and  filling  mannur  Some 
of  tbe  younger  negroes  stood  barebeaded,  witb  no  clothing  hot 
course  shirts  and  trowsers,  sliirering  amongst  the  crowd,  and, 
every  now  and  then,  breaking  out  into  crclamations,  in  a  pitch  of 
voice  that  called  down  the  reproof  of  their  elders.  Ned  oommaDded 
all  to  be  silent  and  to  seat  thcmaolTes  upon  the  ground ;  and 
while  we  remained  in  this  position,  Ben  reappeared  and  name 
directly  up  to  the  circla  lie  reported  that  he  had  det«ct«d  the 
object  of  our  quest  near  at  hand ;  and  bad  followed  bim  ibreogfa 
the  woods  and  stubble  of  the  adjoining  field,  Dntil  he  bad  seen 
bim  take  a  course  niiich  rendered  it  oertaia  that  he  had  been 
BufGoiently  alarmed  by  the  rencounter  to  induce  him  to  retire  into 
the  neigbborbood  of  tbo  gam.  It  was,  therefore,  Ben's  lulviee 
that  Ned,  Harvey,  and  myself,  should  take  Carey  as  a  guide,  and 
ct,  ae  fast  as  we  could,  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  tree  spoken 
of,  in  order  that  we  might  be  euro  to  see  the  capture ;  and  that 
he  would  remain  behind,  where,  after  a  delay  long  enough  to  allow 
US  to  reach  our  dcstinatton,  he  would  put  the  dogs,  which  wurc 
jBow  looked  up  in  the  stable,  upon  the  trail ;  and  then  come  on 
B  rapidly  as  they  were  able  to  follow  the  scent. 

Ben  had  tbe  reputation  of  being  an  oracle  in  matters  of  wood' 

[■•fftft  j  and  bis  counsel  was,  therefore,  implicitly  adopted.     Carey 

Mured  ns  that  "  there  was  no  mistake  in  him,"  and  that  we  might 

■'MUnt  upon  arriving  at  the  appointed  place,  witb  the  utmost  pre- 

,  under  bis  piloting.     We    accordingly  set  forward.     For 

vly  a  mile  ne  bad  to  travel  through  weeds  and  bushes;  mid 

ing  safely  aocompUahed  this,  we  penetrated  into  k  piace  rf 
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swampy  woodland  that  lay  upon  the  bank  of  the  river.  Our  way 
was  sufficiently  perplexed  ;  and,  notwithstanding  Carey's  exorbi- 
tant boasting  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  ground,  we  did 
not  reach  the  term  of  our  march  without  some  awkward  mistakes, 
— such  as  taking  ditches  for  fallen  trees,  and  blackberry  bushes 
for  smooth  ground.  Although  the  stars  did  their  best  to  afford 
us  light,  the  thickness  of  the  wood  into  which  we  had  advanced 
wrapt  us,  at  times,  in  impenetrable  gloom.  During  this  progress 
we  were  once  stopped  by  Harvey  calling  out,  from  some  twenty 
paces  in  the  rear,  that  it  was  quite  indispensable  to  the  success 
of  the  expedition,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  Carey  should 
correct  a  topographical  error,  into  which  he,  Mr.  Kiggs,  found 
himself  very  unexpectedly  plunged ;  '^  I  have  this  moment,"  said 
he,  "  been  seized  by  the  throat  by  a  most  rascally  grapevine ;  and 
in  my  sincere  desire  to  get  out  of  its  way,  I  find  that  another  of 
the  same  tribe  has  hooked  me  below  the  shoulders.  Meantime, 
my  hat  has  been  snatched  from  my  head ;  and,  in  these  circum- 
stances, gentlemen,  perhaps  it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  budge  a 
foot." 

Notwithstanding  these  embarrassments,  we  at  last  reached 
the  gum  tree,  and  "  halting  in  his  shade, "  if  the  tree  could  be 
said  to  be  proprietor  of  any  part  of  this  universal  commodity,  pa- 
tiently awaited  the  events  that  were  upon  the  wind.  The  heavy 
falling  dew  had  shed  a  dampness  through  the  air  that  almost  stif- 
fened our  limbs  with  cold.  It  was  necessary  that  we  should  re- 
main silent ;  and,  indeed,  the  momentary  expectation  of  hearing 
our  followers  advance  upon  our  footsteps  fixed  us  in  a  mute  and 
earnest  suspense.  This  feeling  absorbed  all  other  emotions  for  a 
time ;  when  finding  that  they  were  not  yet  afoot,  we  began  to  look 
round  upon  the  scene,  and  note  the  novel  impressions  it  made  up- 
on our  senses.  The  wood  might  be  said  to  be  vocal  with  a  thou- 
sand unearthly  sounds ;  for,  the  wakeful  beings  of  midnight,  that 
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inlikbit  erciy  epray  and  braDcb  of  the  forest,  sre  endari 
ToiccB  of  the  baraht^st  disenrd.  The  grove,  which  in  dajrligbiii 
resnnaiit  with  melody,  ia  now  eooverted  into  a  sombre  tbealre  of 
gibbering  reptiles,  sereeebing  ineects,  and  nightbirda  of  meUncbo- 

id  grating  cries.  The  concert  is  not  load,  bat  inoessanl,  Mid 
Fftdea  the  ear  with  fiondiab  nntea :  ;t  arnnsoa  thoughts  that  make 
it  nQpleasant  to  be  alone.  Through  the  trees  the  murk;  sur&ce 
of  the  river  was  discernible,  by  the  flickering  reflections  of  the 
stars,  with  darkness  brooding  over  the  near  perspective.  In  the 
bosom  of  this  heavy  shadow,  &  lonely  taper  shot  its  feeble  ray 
from  the  cabin  window  of  some  oraft  at  anchor ;  and  this  was  re- 
flected, in  a  long,  sharp  line,  upon  the  water  below  it.  The  fret- 
fill  beat  of  tbe  waves  was  beard  almost  at  our  feet ;  and  the  sal- 
len  plash  of  a  fisli,  springing  after  his  prey,  occasionally  reached  us 
with  strange  precision.  Around  ns,  the  fre(]UCTit  crash  of  rot' 
ten  bouglis,  breaking  under  tbe  stealthy  footsteps  of  the  mftrxndcr 
of  the  wood  that  now  roamed  for  booty,  arrested  onr  attention  and 
deceived  us  with  the  thouglit  that  the  special  object  of  our  search 
was  momentarily  approaching. 

Still,  however,  no  actual  sign  was  yet  given  ns  that  our  hmits- 
mcn  were  on  their  nay.  Harvey  grew  impatient,  and  took  our 
old  guide  to  task  for  having  mistaken  his  course  ;  but  Oarey  pei^ 
siatcd  that  he  vas  right,  and  that  this  delay  arose  only  from  Ben's 
wary  caution  to  make  sure  of  his  game.  At  length,  a  deep-tooed 
and  distant  howl  reached  us  from  the  direction  of  the  house. 

Big  Ben's  awake  now,"  said  Carey ;    "  that's  Oiosar's  voice, 
land  he  never  speaks  without  telling  truth." 

We  were  all  attention ;  and  tbe  tonguin/;  of  this  dog  waj  fol- 
lowed by  tbe  quick  yelping  of  four  or  five  others.  Ned  directed 
•Ovey  to  seat  himself  at  the  foot  of  the  gum  tree,  in  order  that  be 
'■light  prevent  the  opossum  from  retreating  into  the  hollow;  and 
then  suggested  that  we  should  conceal  ourselves  under  tbe  aeigb- 
boring  bank. 
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By  this  time,  the  cries  of  the  dogs  were  redoubled,  and  indi- 
cated the  certainty  of  their  having  fallen  upon  the  track  of  their 
prey.  Carey  took  his  seat,  with  his  back  against  the  opening  of 
the  hollow,  and  we  retired  to  the  bank,  under  the  shelter  of  some 
large  and  crooked  roots  of  a  sycamore  that  spread  its  bulk  above 
the  water.  Whilst  in  this  Retreat,  the  halloos  of  Ben  and  his  as- 
sistants, encouraging  the  dogs,  became  distinctly  audible,  and  grad- 
ually grew  stronger  upon  our  hearing.  Every  moment  the  ani- 
mation of  the  scene  increased ;  the  clamor  grew  musical  as  it 
swelled  upon  the  wind ;  and  we  listened  with  a  pleasure  that  one 
would  scarce  imagine  could  be  felt  under  such  circumstances,  in- 
stantly expecting  the  approach  of  our  companions.  It  was  im- 
possible longer  to  remain  inactive ;  and.  with  one  impulse,  we 
sprang  from  our  hiding  place,  and  hurried  to  the  spot  where  we 
had  left  old  Carey  stationed,  as  a  sentinel,  at  the  door  of  the  dc* 
voted  quadruped's  home.  At  this  moment,  as  if  through  the  in- 
fluence of  a  spell,  every  dog  was  suddenly  hushed  into  profound 
silence. 

'^  They  have  lost  their  way, "  said  Ned,  '^  or  else  the  animal 
has  taken  to  the  brook  and  confounded  the  dogs.  Is  it  not  pos- 
sible, Carey,  that  he  has  been  driven  into  a  tree  nearer  home  ?  " 

"  Never  mind  !"  replied  Carey,  "  that  Opossum'' s  down  here  in 
some  of  these  bushes  watching  us.  Bless  you  !  if  the  dogs  had 
treed  him  you  would  hear  them  almost  crazy  with  howling.  These 
Opossums  never  stay  to  take  a  chase,  because  they  are  the  sorriest 
things  in  life  to  get  along  on  level  ground ; — ^they  sort  of  hobble ; 
and  that's  the  reason  they  always  take  off, — as  soon  as  they  see  a 
body, — to  their  own  homes.  You  trust  big  Ben ;  he  knows  what 
he's  about." 

The  chase,  in  an  instant,  opened  afresh  ;  and  it  was  manifest 
that  the  pursuers  were  making  rapidly  for  the  spot  on  which  we 
stood.     Carey  begged  us  to  get  back  to  our  former  concealment ; 
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but  the  request  waa  vnin-  The  escitemenl  kept  ub  on  foot,  uid 
it  was  with  difficult;  we  could  be  restrained  from  rushing  forward 
to  moot  the  advancing  puck.  Instead.  Uowerer,  of  coming  down 
to  the  gum  tree,  the  dogs  suddenly'  look  a  turn  and  sped,  with 
urgcDt  rapidity,  in  a  coDtrary  direction,  rending  the  air  witli  a 
clamor  that  far  exceeded  any  thing  we  had  yet  heard.  "  We  have 
lost  oar  chance !"  cried  Harrey.  "  Here  have  wo  been  shiveriDg 
in  the  cold  for  an  hour  to  no  purpose.  What  devil  tempted  us  to 
leave  Ben?     Shall  we  follow?" 

'■  Pshaw,  master  Harvey  I"  eiclsumed  the  old  negro, — ''don't 
yon  know  better  than  that?  It's  only  some  rurniiW  the  doga 
have  got  np  in  the  woods.  When  yoa  hear  such  a  desperate 
burking,  and  such  hard  rnouiog  na  that,  ynu  may  depend  the  dog^ 
have  hit  upon  a  gray-fox,  or  something  of  that  sort,  that  can  give 
them  a  run.      No  'jtgssum  there  I      Big  Ben  isn't  a  going  to  let 

W  CieenT  sarvo  him  that  fashion  !" 

I  Ben's  voice  was  heard,  at  this  period,  calling  back  the  dogs 
and  reproving  them  for  going  astray  ;  and,  having  succeeded  in  a 
few  minutes  in  bringing  them  upon  their  former  scent,  the  whole 
troop  were  heard  breaking  through  the  undergrowth,  id  a  direc- 
tion leading  immediately  to  the  tree. 

I        "  Didn't  I  tell  you  so,  young  masters !"  exclaimed  Carey. 

"  There  he  is  I  there  he  is  t"    shouted  Nod.      "  Look  out,  Ca- 

•  rej  I  Guard  the  hole  !  Ho  has  passed.  Well  done,  old  fdlow  t 
I  think  we  have  him  now." 

This  quick  outcry  was  occasioned  by  the  actual  apparition  of 
the  opoBsuDi,  almost  at  the  old  man's  feet.  The  little  animal  had 
been  lying  eloso  at  band ;  and,  alarmed  at  the  din  of  the  ap- 
proaching war,  had  made  no  effort  to  secure  his  retreat  He  r.aiiie 
creeping  slyly  towards  the  tree  ;  hut,  finding  his  passage  intercept- 
ed, had  glided  noiselessly  by.  and  in  a  moment  the  moving  and  mis- 
ty object,  that  we  had  obscurely  disecrned  speeding  with  an  owk- 
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waril  motion  (hrougli  tlic  gross,  was  loat  to  viow  A  icvi  seoonds 
only  elapsed,  and  tbc  dogs  ttwept  past  us  nith  the  Qectneas  of  the 
wind.  They  itid  not  run  many  paooa  before  they  linlted  at  the 
root  of  a  Urge  ebeslnut  that  threw  its  aged  and  ponderous  bran- 
ches over  an  oitensivo  surfaci!.  and  whose  distant  extremities  al- 
most drooped  back  to  the  earth.     Here  they  asHcmbled,  an  eagm- 


and  obstreperouii  pauk,  buuuJJug  wildly  from  place  to  pl^c 
looking  up  and  howling,  with  that  expressive  gesture  which  may 
be  seen  iu  this  race  of  animals  when  they  are  said  to  be  baying 
the  moon. 

Tbis  troop  of  dogs  presented  a  motley  assortment.     There 
were  two  c«nspioaoiu  for  their  size  and  apparently  leaders  of  the 
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oomiMUiy,— ft  mixture  of  hound  and  nuMtiff— wliopoarodovitheb 
long,  deep  and  bogle-like  tonea,  with  a  fnlneee  that  vaa  eohoed 
back  from  the  fiirtheet  shore  of  the  river,  and  whiehrajig  throvfh 
the  forest  with  a  strength  that  most  have  awakened  the  ileepeis 
at  the  mansion  we  had  left  Several  other  dogs  of  inferior  pro- 
portions, even  down  to  the  oross  and  peevish  terrier  of  the  kitdien, 
yelped,  with  every  variety  of  note, — sliarp,  quick  and  piereing  to 
the  ear.  This  oollection  was  gathered  from  the  negro  fiunilies  of 
the  plantation ;  and  they  were  all  fiuniliar  with  the  discipline  of 
the  wild  and  disorderly  game  in  which  they  wore  eqgaged.  A 
distinguished  actor  in  this  scene  was  our  old  friend  Wilful,  who, 
true  to  all  his  master's  pranks,  appeared  in  the  crowd  with  ofi- 
cious  self-iiuportance,  bounding  violently  above  the  rest,  barking 
with  an  unnecessary  zeal,  and  demeaning  himself,  in  all  respects, 
like  a  gentlemanly,  conceited,  pragmatical  and  good-natured 
spanial.  This  canine  rabble  surrounded  the  tree,  and,  with  vain 
efforts,  attempted  to  scale  the  trunk,  or  started  towards  the  outer 
circumference,  and  jumped  upwards,  with  an  earnestness  which 
shower!  that  their  sharp  sight  had  detected  their  fugitive  aloft 

In  this  scene  of  clamor  and  spirited  assault  Ben  and  our 
old  groom  were  the  very  masters  of  the  storm.  They  were  to  be 
seen  every  where  exhorting,  cheering  and  commanding  their 
howling  subordinates,  and  filling  up  the  din  with  their  own  no 
less  persevering  and  unmeasured  screams. 

*'•  Speak  to  him,  Csesar  !"  shouted  Carey  in  a  prolonged  and 
hoarse  tone — *•  Speak  to  him,  old  fellow  ! — That's  a  beauty  !" 

^  Howl,  Boson !"  roared  Ben,  to  another  of  the  dogs. — 
"  Whoop  !  Whoop !  let  him  have  it ! — sing  out ! — ^keep  it  up, 
Flower !" 

"-  Wilful !  you  rascal,-'  cried  Ned.  "  Mannerly, — keep  quiet, 
would  you  jump  out  of  your  skin,  old  dog  ? — quiet,  until  you  can 
do  some  good." 
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A  rustling  noise  was  heard  in  some  of  the  higher  branches  of 
the  tree,  and  we  became  advised  that  our  besieged  enemy  was 
betaking  himself  to  the  most  probable  place  of  safety.  The 
moon,  in  her  last  quarter,  was  seen  at  this  moment,  just  peering 
above  the  screen  of  forest  that  skirted  the  eastern  horizon  ;  and 
a  dim  ray  was  beginning  to  relieve  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
This  aid  came  opportunely  for  our  purpose,  as  it  brought  the  top 
of  the  chestnut  in  distinct  relief  upon  the  faintly  illuminated 
sky.  The  motion  of  the  upper  leaves  betrayed  to  Ben  the  posi- 
tion of  the  prey ;  and,  in  an  instant,  he  swung  himself  up  to  the 
first  bough,  and  proceeded  urgently  upward.  ''  I  see  the  varmint 
here  in  the  crotch  of  one  of  the  tip  top  branches  !"  he  exclaimed 
to  us,  as  he  hurried  onward.     '^  Look  out  below  I" 

The  terrified  animal,  on  finding  his  pursuer  about  to  invade 
his  place  of  safety,  speedily  abandoned  it ;  and  we  could  distinctly 
hear  him  making  his  way  to  the  remote  extremity  of  the  limb. 
As  soon  as  he  had  gained  this  point  he  became  visible  to  us  all, 
clinging  like  an  excrescence  that  had  grown  to  the  slender  twigs 
which  sustained  him.  Ben  followed  as  near  as  he  durst  venture 
with  his  heavy  bulk,  and  began  to  whip  the  bough  up  and  down, 
with  a  vehement  motion  that  flung  the  animal  about  through  the 
air,  like  a  ball  on  the  end  of  a  supple  rod.  Still,  however,  the 
way-laid  freebooter  kept  his  hold  with  a  desperate  tenacity. 

During  this  operation  the  dogs,  as  if  engrossed  with  the  con- 
templation of  the  success  of  the  experiment,  had  ceased  their 
din  ;  and,  at  intervals  only,  whined  with  impatience. 

'^  He  can  never  stand  that,"  said  Harvey,  as  if  involuntarily 
speaking  his  thoughts.  ''  Look  out  I  he  is  falling.  No,  he  has 
saved  himself  again !" 

Instead  of  coming  to  the  ground,  the  dexterous  animal, 
when  forced  at  last  to  a)iandon  the  limb,  only  dropped  to  a  lower 
elevation,  where  he  caught  himself  again  amongst  the  foliage,  in 
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■lifwnmtl;  more  «<nire  Lbiui  ihe  first.  Thv  Ai'pi 
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A  repetition  of  the  Mune  atrmtsgeii),  that  had  been  emplojvd 
above,  prodaoed  the  same  reaolt;  and  the  badgered  oatlaw 
descended  atill  lower,  making  good  hi*  lodgment  with  a  gnap 
ioBtinotiTel^  anorring,  bat  now  rendered  more  lore  by  the  fUe 
that  threatened  bim  below.  This  brought  him  within  fifteen  foet 
of  the  jawa  of  his  mthless  enemies. 

The  frantic  bowl,  soreech,  and  halloo  that  bnrat  from  dcg, 
man,  and  boj,  when  tbe  object  of  their  puranit  tbns  became  dta- 
tinctly  vieible,  and  their  oontinned  reduplications — breaking  ttpon 
the  air  with  a  wild,  romantic  fary — ^were  echoed  tbrooj^  dw 
lonely  forest  at  this  unwonted  hour,  like  some  diabolical  incanta- 
tion, or  mystic  rite  of  fantastic  import,  as  they  have  been  some- 
times fancied  in  the  world  of  fiction,  to  picture  the  orgies  of  a 
grotesque  superstition.  The  whole  paak  of  d(^  waa  oonoentr*- 
ted  upon  one  spot,  with  beads  erect  and  open  mouths,  awaiting 
tbe  ineTitable  deeoent  of  their  victim  into  tbe  midst  of  th«r 
array. 

Ben,  indefatigable  in  his  aim,  bad  already  arrived  at  the  juno- 
tion  of  the  mun  branch  of  tbe  tree  with  tbe  trunk ;  and  there 
united  in  the  general  uproar.     Hoiard  now  interposed  and  com- 
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manded  silence  ;  and  then  directed  the  people  to  secure  the  dogs, 
as  bis  object  was  to  take  the  game  alive.     This  order  was  obeyed, 
but  not  without  difficulty ;  and,  after  a  short  delay,  every  dog 
was  fast  in  hand.     We  took  time,  at  this  juncture,  to  pause.     At 
Ned's  suggestion,  Wilful  was  lifted  up  by  one  of  the  negroes, 
with  the  assistance  of  Ben,  to  the  first  bough,  which  being  stout 
enough  to  give  the  dog,  practised  in  such  exploits,  a  foothold, 
though  not  the  most  secure,  he  was  here  encouraged,  at  this  per- 
ilous elevation,  to  renew  the  assault.     Wilful  crept  warily  upon 
his  breast,  squatting  close  to  the  limb,  until  he  reached  that  point 
where  it  began  to  arch  downward,  and  from  whence  it  was  no 
longer  possible  for.him  to  creep  farther.     During  this  endeavor 
he  remained  mute,  as  if  devoting  all  his  attention  to  the  safe  ac- 
complishment of  his  purpose ;  but  as  soon  as  he  gained  the  point 
above  mentioned,  he  recommenced  barking  with  unwearied  ear- 
nestness.    The  opossum  began  now  to  prepare  himself  for  his 
last  desperate  effort.     An  active  enemy  in  his  rear  had  cut  off 
his  retreat,  and  his  further  advance  was  impossible,  without 
plunging  into  the  grasp  of  his  assailants.     As  if  unwilling  to 
meet  the  irrevocable  doom,  and  anxious  to  make  the  most  of  the 
brief  remnant  of  his  minutes, — showing  how  acceptable  is  life 
in  its  most  wretched    category, — the  devoted  quadruped   still 
refused  the  horrid  leap  ;  but,  releasing  his  fore  feet,  swung  down- 
ward from  tlie  bough,  holding  fast  by  his  hind  legs  and  tail, — 
the  latter  being  endued  with  a   strong  contractile  power  and 
ordinarily  used  in  this  action.     Here  he  exhibited  the  first  signs 
of  pugnacity ;  and  now  snapped  and  snarled  towards  the  crowd 
below,  showing  his  long  sharp  teeth,  with  a  fierceness  that  con- 
trasted singularly  with  the  cowering  timidity  of  his  previous 
behavior.     In  one  instant  more  Wilful,  as  if  no  longer  able  to 
restrain  his  impatience,  or,  perhaps,  desirous  to  signalize  himself 
by  a  feat  of  bravery,  made  one  spring  forward  into  the  midst  of 
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(ha  foliage  that  hung  around  his  prey,  and  oiune  to  tli«  f 
brliigiug  with  bim  the  baffled  subject  of  all  this  eager  par^nit 

Ned  seized  Wilful  in  the  same  moment  that  he  reached  the 
UrtU ;  and  thus  prevented  him  from  inflicting  a  wound  upon  hit 
captive.  The  opossum,  instead  of  cssajing  a  fmitless  effort 
to  escape,  lay  on  the  turf,  to  all  appearance,  dead.  One  or  two 
of  those  who  stood  around  struck  him  with  their  feet ;  but,bitb- 
ful  to  the  wonderful  ioatlnct  of  his  nature,  he  gave  no  signs  of 
animation  ;  and  when  Hazard  picked  him  up  by  the  tul,  and  held 
him  suspended  at  arm's  length  with  the  dogs  baying  around  him, 
the  counterfeit  of  death  was  atUl  preserved. 

More  with  a  view  to  oihibtt  the  peculiarities  of  the  animal 
than  to  prolong  the  sport,  Hazard,  flung  him  upon  the  ground 
and  directed  us  to  observe  his  motions.  Tor  a  few  moments  he 
lay  as  quiet  as  if  his  last  work  bad  been  done ;  and  theu  slowly 
and  warily  turning  bis  head  round,  as  if  to  watch  his  captors, 
ho  began  to  creep,  at  a  suail's  pace,  in  a  direction  of  safety ;  but, 
no  sooner  was  pursuit  threatened,  or  a  ory  raised,  than  ho  fell 
back  into  the  same  supine  and  deceitful  resemblance  of  a  lifelesa 
body. 

He  was  at  length  taken  up  by  Ben,  who  causing  him  to  grasp 
a  short  stick  with  the  end  of  hia  tail,  (according  to  a  oommon 
instinct  of  this  animal,]  threw  him  over  his  shoulders,  and  pre- 
pared to  return  homeward. 

It  was  now  near  three  o'clock  ;  and  we  speedily  betook  our- 
■elvea  to  the  mansion,  fatigued  with  the  exploits  of  the  night. 
I  "  After  all,"  said  Harvey  Riggs.oa  he  lit  a  candle  in  the  hall, 
preparatory  to  a  retreat  to  his  chamber,  "  we  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  toil  to  very  little  purpose.  It  is  a  savage  pleasure  to 
torture  a  little  animal  with  auch  an  array  of  terrors,  merely 
because  he  makes  his  livelihood  by  hunting.  God  help  ub,  Ij 
e  to  be  punished  for  such  pranks  !" 
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^  To  tell  the  trath/'  replied  Ned,  '*  I  have  8ome  such  misgiy* 
ings  myself  to-night,  and  that's  the  reason  I  determined  to  take 
our  captiye  alive.  To-morrow  I  shall  have  him  set  at  liberty 
again ;  and  I  think  it  probable  he  will  profit  by  the  lesson  he 
has  had,  to  avoid  molesting  the  poultry-yard  1" 


CHAPTER  XUL 


ONE  ACT  OF  A  FAROE. 


The  next  morning  we  fell  into  a  oonsaltation,  or  rather  reaolved 

onrsclyes  into  a  committe  of  the  whole,  on  the  subjeot  of  Ned's 
affairs ;  and  the  result  of  our  deliberation  was.  that  we  should 
forthwith  proceed  to  The  Brakes,  and  there  renew  our  operations 
as  circumstances  might  favor. 

Hazard,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  determined  to  assume  a 
more  sapient  bearing  in  his  intercourse  with  Bel,  and  to  dazzle 
her  with  a  display  of  learning  and  sentiment.  ^  I  will  come  up. 
Mark,"  said  he,  ^'  as  near  as  possible  to  that  model  of  precision 
and  grace,  the  ineffable  Swansdown, — whom  Bel  thinks  one  of  the 
lights  of  the  age." 

Ned,  accordingly,  withdrew  to  make  his  toilet ;  and,  in  due 
time,  reappeared,  decked  out  in  a  new  suit  of  clothes,  adjusted 
with  a  certain  air  of  fashion  which  he  knew  very  well  how  to  put 
on.  His  cravat,  especially,  was  worthy  of  observation,  as  it  was 
composed  with  that  elaborate  and  ingenious  skill  which,  more 
than  the  regulation  of  any  other  part  of  the  apparel,  denotes  a 
familiarity  with  the  usages  of  the  world  of  dandyism. 

"  I  fancy  this  will  do,"  said  he,  eyeing  his  person,  and  turning 
himself  round  so  as  to  invite  our  inspection.  '^  I  think  I  have 
seized  upon  that  secret  grace  which  fascinates  the  imagination  of 
female  beholders." 
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We  agreed  that  nothing  could  be  better. 

"  I  flatter  myself,"  he  continued,  pleased  with  the  conceit, 
"  that  I  shall  amaze  her  tO'day.  But  remember,  you  are  not  to 
laugh,  nor  make  any  reniaaks  apon  my  conversation.  I  mean  to 
conduct  this  thing  with  a  sort  of  every  day  ease." 

"  You  may  trust  us,"  said  Harvey,  "  if  you  are  careful  not  to 
overdo  your  own  play.     Don't  be  too  preposterous." 

Here  ended  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  told  of  the  preliminst- 
riea  to  our  visit,  and  we  now  shift  tho  scene  to  the  moment  when 
our  triumvirate  arrived  at  The  Brakes,  somewhere  about  eleven 
o'olook. 

We  found  the  ladies  preparing  to  take  a  morning  ride.  Their 
horses  were  at  the  door,  and  llalph  was  ready  to  escort  them. 
Our  coming  was  bailed  with  pleasure  ;  and  wc  were  immediately 
enlisted  in  their  service.  I  thought  I  could  perceive  some  ci- 
preSBion  of  wonder  iu  Bel's  face  when  her  eye  fell  upon  HaKard  ; 
and  indeed  his  appearance  could  scarcely  escape  remark  from  any 
one  intimately  acquainted  with  him.  His  demeanor  corresponded 
ta  his  dress.  Instead  of  the  light,  careless,  cavalier  manner  in 
which  he  was  wont  to  address  the  family  at  The  Srukes,  there 
was  an  unsmiling  sobriety  in  his  accost,  and  a  rather  awkward 
gravity.  Bel  imputed  this  to  the  coldness  she  bad  shown  at 
their  former  interview ;  and,  annoyed  by  the  reflection  that  she 
had  unjustly  dealt  with  him,  she  was  now  almost  as  awkward  as 
himself  in  framing  her  deportment  in  such  wise  as  might  convey 
her  regret  for  what  had  passed,  without  absolutely  expressing  it 
in  language. 
■  This  desire  on  her  part  favored  our  design,  and  we  had  there- 
fore little  difficulty,  when  we  came  to  mount  our  horses,  to  des- 
patch Bel  and  Hazard  in  the  van  of  the  party,  I  immediately 
took  Cathnrine  under  mj  convoy  ;  and  Harvey  and  Ralph  brought 


up 


then 
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For  the  first  fifteen  minutes  our  oonversation  was  all  oommen 
place ;  and  Ned  frequently  looked  round  with  a  droll  ezpressioa 
of  fiunt-heartedness.  We  had  chosen  a  road  that  wound  throng 
the  shade  of  a  thick  wood,  and  our  horses'  feet  fell  ailentljr  upoa 
the  sand.  In  a  short  time  we  arrived  at  a  piece  of  soenery  of 
very  peculiar  features.  It  was  an  immense  forest  of  pine,  of  which 
the  trees,  towering  to  the  height  of  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  or 
more,  grew  in  thick  array,  shooting  up  their  long  and  sturdy 
trunks  to  nearly  their  full  deration  without  a  limb, — ^resembling 
huge  columns  of  a  slaty  hue,  and  uniting  their  clustered  tops  in  a 
thick  and  dark  canopy.  No  other  Tegetation  diversified  the  view ; 
even  the  soil  below  exhibited  the  naked  sand,  or  was  sparsely 
covered  with  a  damp  moss,  which  was  seen  through  the  russet  vail 
formed  by  the  fallen  and  withered  foliage  of  the  wood.  This 
forest  extended  in  every  direction  as  far  as  the  eye  could  pierce 
its  depths, — an  image  of  desolate  sterility ;  and  the  deep  and 
quiet  shade  which  hung  over  the  landscape  cast  upon  it  a  melan- 
choly obscurity.  Where  the  road  penetrated  this  mass  the  trees 
had  been  cut  away  in  regular  lines,  so  as  to  leave,  on  either  side, 
a  perpendicular  wall  of  mathematical  precision,  made  up  of  vast 
pillars  that  furnished  a  resemblance  to  a  lengthened  aisle  in  some 
enormous  cathedral. 

When  wo  entered  into  this  pass,  Bel,  with  her  harebrained 
cavalier,  was  still  in  advance ;  and  the  rest  of  us  were  riding  im- 
mediately after  them  in  one  platoon.  Ned  was  evidently  daunted, 
and  by  no  means  •  played  off  the  bold  game  he  had  threatened ; 
but  an  opportunity  now  arrived,  and  as  if  taking  courage  from 
the  occasion,  he  launched  out  in  a  style  that  took  us  by  surprise. 

Bel  had  remarked  to  him  the  uncommon  character  of  the 
scene,  and  said  that,  from  its  novelty,  it  had  always  been  a  favor 
ito  spot.     <^  This  place  is  familiar  to  you,"  she  added. — 

"  I  know  each  lane,"  said  he,  quoting  from  Milton,  with  an 
emphatic  earnestness — 
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"  And  every  alley  green, 
Dingle  and  boahy  dell,  in  this  wild  wood." 

"And  every  bosky  bourne,"  said  Harvey,  from  the  rear, 
drawling  it  out,  like  a  sohool-boy  reciting  verses — 

**  From  side  to  side, 
My  daily  walks  and  ancient  neighborliood.'' 

— ^^  Hold  your  profane  tongue,  Harvey !"  said  Ned.  "  It  is 
not  fit  for  such  as  you  to  mar  the  thoughts  of  the  divine  bard  by 
uttering  them  in  such  an  irreverent  tone." 

Bel  stared  at  Ned  and  then  smiled. 

"  Riggs,"  continued  Hazard,  "  is  the  most  inveterate  jester  I 
ever  knew.  He  spreads  the  contagion  of  his  levity  into  all  socie- 
ties. For  my  part,  I  think  there  are  scenes  in  nature,  as  there 
are  passages  in  life,  which  ought  to  repress  merriment  in  the  most 
thoughtless  minds  ;  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Such  a  spot  as  this 
kindles  a  sort  of  absorbing,  superstitious  emotion  in  me  that 
makes  me  grave." 

"  I  observe  that  you  are  grave,"  remarked  Bel. 

"  Since  I  left  college,"  said  Ned,  "  and  particularly  since  my 
last  return  to  Swallow  Barn,  I  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  my 
time  to  the  study  of  those  sources  of  poetical  thought  and  associa- 
tion whicb  lurk  amongst  the  majestic  landscapes  of  the  country." 

"  Hear  that !"  whispered  Harvey  to  me. 

"  I  venerate,"  proceeded  Ned,  "  old  usages ;  popular  errors 
have  a  charm  for  my  imagination,  and  I  do  not  like  to  see  them 
rudely  reformed.  '  The  superstitious,  idleheaded  eld/  as  the  poet 
calls  it,  has  a  volume  of  delightful  lore  that  I  study  with  rapture. 
And  although,  I  dare  say,  you  have  never  observed  my  secret 
devotion  to  such  pursuits. — ^" 

^  No  indeed  I  I  never  suspected  you  of  it,"  interrupted  Bel 
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— ^- 1  ham  tiken  gremft  puBi  to  j/ntatmrn  Ike  nee  of 
and  witdku  firoB  tlie  ndn  that  thmtrf  Aem.  Tl»  poctiy  cf 
tkis  local  mjHyiAogj.  BeL  u  alwajs  rie^  and  iCBdcts  the  people 
vbopoBMas  it  not  oolj  more  pietaneqpe,  bat  sore  intioBa],  aad, 
ia  aaaj  respects.  iMne  aoraL" 

*  I  am  drfightfd  to  hear  joa  eaj  ao."  nid  Bd,  imoecatly, 
'for  I  bare  prcoidj  the  aaiM  opiaioD." 

*  Indeed  f  cxriamed  Ned.  *  I  did  not  knov  there  vai 
another  hvaaa  being  in  Yiiginia  vho  vobU  lenUire  to  ae> 
knovkdge  this." 

^  y or  I  neither,"  iriu^ered  Harrejragun;  <^we  shall  hev 
more  snoD." 

-  Thi«  licliefl"  cijctinued  Xe«L  "  is.  to  the  ignorant,  a  tangible 
relizivn  which  takes  hold  of  the  Tnlgar  imagination  with  a  sain- 
tarr  terroT  :  while  to  cahlTated  minds  it  famishes  treasures  of 
classi-:?*!  t-eaatv.     The  ancients  " — 

~  Heaven  preserve  us!"  said  Harvey,  still  in  a  lowToice; 
-  new  for  s«>mething  in  the  stvle  of  parson  Chub." 

Ned  turned  round  and  smiled.  -  The  ancients.  Bel — I  see 
Harvev  does  not  believe  me — ^bnt  the  ancients  stocked  such  a 
place  as  this  with  tutelar  deities :  thev  had  their  nymphs  of  the 
wc">d  and  grove,  of  the  plain,  of  the  hill,  the  valley,  the  fountain 
the  river,  and  the  ocean.  I  think  thev  numbered  as  manv  as  three 
thousand.  I  can  hardlv  tell  vou  their  different  denominations ; 
but  there  were  Oreads  and  Dryads  and  Hamadryads,  Napese, 
Nereids,  Naiads,  and — the  devil  knows  what  all !" 

~  That  was  a  slip,''  said  Harvey,  aside ;  -  one  more  and  he  is 
a  lost  man.^ 

Bel  opened  her  eyes  with  amazement  at  this  volley  of  learn- 
ing, and  not  less  at  the  strange  expletive  with  which  he  conclu- 
ded, as  if  utterly  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  meaning  of  this  ex- 
hibition. 
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"  Oar  English  ancestors/'  proceeded  Ned,  ^  in  tlie  most  palmy 
ftgeof  their  poetry,  had  their  goblin  and  elf  and  onphe,  ^  swart 
&iry  of  the  mine,'  '  blue  meagre  hag,'  and  '  stabbom  unlaid  ghost/ 
— ^to  say  nothing  of  witoh  and  devil.  Our  times,  more  philo- 
ftophio,  have  sadly  dispeopled  these  pleasure-grounds  of  romance." 

^  Indeed  have  they !"  cried  Bel,  who  was  listening  in  won- 
lering  attention. 

^  You  see  it  every  where,"  added  Ned ;  "  they  are  gradually 
Iriving  away  even  the  few  harmless  wanderers  that,  for  a  century 
(Must,  inhabited  such  spots  as  this ;  and  in  a  short  time  we  shall 
act  have  the  groundwork  for  a  single  story  worth  reading." 

^  Ned  calls  that  sentiment,"  said  Harvey.  ^'  It  sounds  ama- 
singly  like  a  schoolmaster's  lecture." 

This  remark,  although  intended  only  for  us  in  the  rear,  was 
overheard  by  both  Ned  and  Bel ;  upon  which  Ned  reined  up  his 
horse,  so  as  to  face  us,  and  burst  out  a-laughing. 

^  I'll  thank  you,  Harvey  Riggs,"  said  he,  *'  when  I  am  engag- 
ed in  a  confidential  discourse,  to  keep  your  proper  distance.  I 
do  not  choose  to  have  such  an  impenetrable,  hardened  outlaw  to 
all  the  fascinations  of  romance  and  poetry,  within  hearing." 

"  Indeed,  upon  my  word,  cousin  Harvey  !"  said  Bel,  ''  Mr. 
Hazard  has  been  contributing  very  much  to  my  edification  " 

We  had  now  passed  the  confines  of  the  pine  forest,  and  were 
following  a  road  that  led  by  a  circuit  round  to  The  Brakes,  so  as 
to  approach  the  bouse  from  the  quarter  opposite  to  that  by  which 
we  had  left  it.  By  this  track  it  was  not  long  before  we  concluded 
our  ride  and  found  ourselves  assembled  in  the  parlor. 

"  How  did  I  acquit  myself?"  inquired  Ned  of  Harvey  and  my- 
self, when  we  were  left  alone. 

^'  You  have  utterly  astonished  us  both,"  replied  Harvey ;  ^^and, 
what  is  better,  Bel  is  quite  enchanted.      Where  did  you  get  all 
that  nonsense  ?" 
18* 


i\v  it  u>  BeL' 
"  HoweT«r,  joa  ut 
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"  'Qui,  I  oQoe  wrote 
nrered  Ned,  "■  and  luul 
would  tako  Uie  cbuioe  nf  Uie  [lim:  forest  to  g 

"  It  liad  a  v*rj  proey  »ir,"  aid  Hanrej. 
on  the  right  track." 

During  tbc  day  Ned  made  a  gre&t  luaoy  efforts  at  sentUaeiit, 
but  they  gonornily  ended  either  in  unraeantng  word*  or  dull  dis- 
oonrses,  which  caroe  from  him  with  a  gravitj  «ud  an  eamestneti 
that  atlneted  uoivorsal  rvmtirk;  and  by  nightfall,  it  was  adoui- 
by  the  ladies,  that  Hantrd  bad  a  good  deal  of  informaliou  m 
ica  to  which  be  wits  hitherto  deemed  a  total  atraager,  but  thai 
had  oertsinly  lout  soine  of  hifl  Tivacity  Catharioe  said,  "ibe 
lethiitg  unpleasaat  had  occurred  to  hini :  his  manncri 
were  strange  ; — she  should  not  be  Burpriscd  if  bo  bad  some  tSaxj 
of  honor  on  hand, — for,  he  evidently  talked  like  a  mKD  who  w»Di- 
od  lo  conceal  liis  emotion*.  It  was  just  the  way  wfth  gtmtleiuvn 
who  were  going  to  fight  a  duel," 

Bel  wu  alau  ]>orplexed.     She  could  not  aoooant  (br  it,  czoej't 
bj  supposing  that  be  was  more  deeply  wounded  by  Ii«r  ooodaci 
lie  ohose  to  confess.     It  made  her  unhappy.     In  abort,  Ned's 
ibstitution  of  a  new  cliamoler  began  alrcudy  to  tnako  blm  dull, 
to  dititurb  the  rest  of  the  company. 

When  we  nnnoiinccd  ourinl«ntion  to  return  to  Swallow  Barn 
lea.  old  Mr.  Tracy  intcrposi'd  to  prevent  it.  Mo  said  be 
lad  set  his  heurt  upon  a  hand  at  wlilst.  and  that  we  must  remnin 
ir  his  gratiScatiou.  Our  return  wss  accordingly  postponed  ;  ami 
irhen,  nt  ten  o'clock,  the  old  gcntlemnu  retired  to  rest,  we  were 
challenged  by  Harvey  to  a  game  at  brag.  The  consci]uenot'  was. 
that,  ull  unconscious  of  the  Qight  of  the  lioura.  wc  were  found  in 
Onr  scats  when  the  servants  oaniu  in  thu  raorning  nnil  threw  open 
(he  Bbuttera,  letting  in  tbo  dayligbt  upon  a  group  of  sallow,  bil 
'lous  and  night-wuru  faces,  thut  were  discovered  brooding  a 


disorderly  table,  iu  tlii!  light  of  two  caudles  which  were  flaring  ii 
their  sockets  and  expanding  tlicir  substance,  in  ovcrflawing  ai 
rents,  upon  the  board. 

Alarmed  by  this  disclosure,  we  broko  up  tbe  sitting,  and  ww 
shown  by  Ralph  to  our  unseasonable  bods. 


■#  ■  ■  ■ 


CHAPTER  XLHl 

THE    FATS    or    A    HS&0« 

WiTETnER  it  was  that  Hazard  was  anxious  to  conceal  from  the 
family  his  last  night's  frolic ;  or  that  his  thonghts  were  engrossed 
with  the  approaching  crisis  in  his  affairs ;  or,  perchance,  that  he 
was  nervons  from  overwatohing  during  the  two  prerioos  nights 
and  unable  to  sleep,  he  rose  early,  and  met  the  &mily  at  their 
usual  brcak&st  time.  Neither  Harvey,  Kalph,  nor  myself  suffer- 
ed under  the  same  difficulties,  and,  therefore,  it  was  fullj  ten. 
o'clock  before  we  were  seen  in  the  parlour. 

Ned's  mean  was  truly  sad.  He  had  a  haggard  look,  a  stag- 
nated, morbid  complexion,  and  blood-shot  eyes.  His  dress,  which 
the  day  before  had  been  adjusted  with  such  an  unwonted  preci- 
sion, afforded  now  an  expressive  testimony  of  the  delinquent  irre- 
gularity of  its  wearer.  Nothing  more  infallibly  indicates  the  long 
nocturnal  revel  than  the  disordered  plight  of  the  dress  the  next 
morning :  a  certain  rakish  air  is  sure  to  linger  about  its  deepened 
folds,  and  betray  the  departure  from  the  sober  usages  of  life. 

Hazard's  manners  corresponded  with  this  unhappy  exterior. 
A  certain  lassitude  attended  his  movements,  and  a  pitiful  dejec- 
tion sat  upon  his  visage.  If  be  had  been  master  of  his  own  ac- 
tions, he  would  never  have  risked  the  perilous  fortunes  of  the  day 
in  his  present  shattered  condition ;  but  a  spell  was  upon  him,  and 
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it  seemed  as  if  fate  had  decreed  him  to  abide  the  chance.  He 
was  moody  ;  and  conversed  with  the  ladies  with  a  bearing  that 
implied  an  abstracted  mind  and  an  alarmed  conscience.  Some- 
times, it  is  true,  he  raised  his  spirits  to  a  forced  gaiety,  bat  it  was 
manifest,  in  spite  of  this,  that  he  was  disquieted,  pensive,  and  even 
melancholy.  What  added  to  the  singularity  of  these  phenomena 
was,  that  while  Catharine  and  Bel  were  yet  in  the  parlour,  he  got 
up  abruptly,  and  wandered  out  upon  the  lawn,  and  then  took  a 
solitary  ramble  towards  the  river,  where  he  was  observed,  from 
the  windows,  walking  to  and  fro,  absorbed  in  contemplation. 

None  of  these  symptoms  of  a  perturbed  imagination  escaped 
BeL  She  was  exceedingly  puzzled,  and  revolved  in  her  mind  all 
that  had  lately  passed,  to  ascertain  the  cause.  At  length, — as  it 
usually  happens  with  women  in  such  cases, — ^when  she  found  her- 
self unable  to  penetrate  the  mystery,  her  heart  began  to  attune 
itself  to  pity.  She  grew  to  be  quite  distressed.  Harvey  read  the 
workings  of  her  thoughts  in  her  face,  and  took  an  opportunity  to 
draw  her  into  a  private  conference. 

"  My  dear  Bel,  you  see  how  it  is,"  he  said,  shaking  his  head 
mournfully.  "  Poor  fellow !  I  did'nt  expect  to  see  it  come  to 
such  an  extremity  as  this." 

"  Cousin !  I  pray  you,  what  is  it  ?  "  demanded  BeL — ^"  You 
alarm  me.'' 

"Ah  I"  returned  Harvey,  turning  up  his  eyes,  and  laying  his 
hand  upon  his  breast — '-  It  cannot  be  concealed.  These  are  the 
very  doleful  doings  of  the  little  Archer.  The  young  gentleman 
is  cruelly  transfixed  ; — he  is  spitted  with  the  bolt,  and  is  ready  to 
be  geared  to  a  smoke-jack,  and  turned  round  and  round  before 
the  fire  that  consumes  him  like  a  roasting  woodcock." 

^  Let  us  have  a  truce  to  jesting,"  said  Bel. — ^^  And  tell  me, 
Harvey, — ^for  indeed  I  cannot  guess  it, — ^what  ails  Edward 
Hanrdr 


"Tou  would  nover  believe  rae,"  replied  Hairey, "  «Mb£ 
WH  have  told  jau  a  hundred  times,  tliat  Ned  was  a  man  of  deep 

it  emotious.     Now,  you  muBt  perceive  it ;  for  the  fact  is 
mg  too  plain  to  bo  mistaken,     I  coDBider  it  a  misfortuoc 
l-ftr  any  man  whc  wishes  to  Btand  well  with  a  woman,  to  have 
n  edacatod  in  habits  of  close  intimacy  with  her.     She  is  oer- 
1,  in   that  case,  to  be  the  last  person  to  do  justioe  to  hia 
I  merits." 

"  It  would  be  vanity  in  me,  cousin,"  said  Bel,  "  to  persnad? 
myself  that  Edward  Hasiatd  was  bo  much  interested  in  my 
regard  as  to  grow  ill  on  that  account.  What  have  his  metits  to 
do  with  any  suppoaed  attachment  to  me  t" 

"  He  desires  to  he  thought  a  liego  man  to  his  lady,  Bel !" 
mnswered  Harvey.  "  To  tell  you  the  trnth,  Ned's  as  full  of 
romance  as  you  are  ;  and  I  have  been  looking  to  see  some  extra- 
vagance tliat  would  defy  all  calculation  :  some  freak  that  would 
not  fail  to  convince  even  yoa  that  the  man  was  on  the  verge  of 
madness.  And  now,  here  it  is  1  he  has  gone  through  five  degrees 
of  love." 

"  Five  degrees !     Pray,  what  are  they?" 

"  The  first  is  the  mannerly  degree ;  it  is  taken  at  that  iDte^ 

esting  epoch  when  a  man  first  begins  to  disoover  that  a  lady  hu 

an  air,  a  loice,  and  a  person  more  agreeable  than  others;  ho 

grows  civil  upon  this  discovery  ;  and  if  he  has  any  wit  in  him  it 

is  sure  to  appear.     The  next  is  the  poetical  degree ;  it  was  in.  this 

Stage  that  we  surprised  Ned  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  when 

I  be  was  singing  out  your  name  so  musically,  for  the  entertainment 

'   of  Mark  Littleton.     The  third  is  the  guixotic  love,  and  carries 

a  gentleman  in  pursuit  of  stray  hawks,  and  sets  him  to  breaking 

the  heads  of  saucy  bullies.     The  fourth  is  the  senthitental ;  when 

out  comes  all  his  learning,  and  be  fills  his  mistress's  head  with 

.  nnimagtnable  oonoeita.     Then  coinos  the  horrible  :  you  may  know 
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this,  Bel,  by  a  yellow  cheek,  a  wild  eye,  a  long  beard,  an  unbnished 
eoat,  and  a  most  woe-begonc,  lackadaisical  style  of  conversation. 
This  sometimes  turns  into  the  furious ;  and  then,  I  would  not 
answer  for  the  consequences !  It  strikes  me  that  Ned  looks  a 
little  savage  this  morning." 

"  Cousin,  that  is  all  very  well  said,"  interrupted  Bel  ^  But, 
I  see  none  of  your  degrees  in  Edward  Hazard." 

^  Why,  he  has  not  slept  a  wink  for  two  nights  past,"  said 
Harvey?" 

^  And  pray,  what  prevented  him  from  sleeping  ?" 

^  Thinking  of  you,  Bel  1^  You  have  been  buzzing  about  in 
his  brain,  like  a  bee  in  his  night-cap.  And  it  stands  to  reason ! 
neither  man  nor  beast  can  do  without  sleep.  If  he  were  a  rhino- 
ceros he  must  eventually  sink  under  such  privations.  There  ho 
was,  the  livelong  night,  stalking  about  like  a  spectre  on  the  banks 
of  Acheron  1" 

"  And  you,  Harvey,"  added  Bel,  laughing,  ^  were  one  of  the 
principal  imps  that  stalked  by  his  side.  You  are  not  aware  that 
I  have  been  made  acquainted  with  your  vagaries.  I  happen 
to  know  that  you  were  engaged  in  the  refined  and  elegant 
amusement  of  hunting  an  opossum  all  night,  with  a  band  of  ne- 
groes." 

^  Who  was  so  indiscreet  as  to  tell  you  that  t"  asked  Harvey. 
^  I  am  sure  the  story  has  been  marred  in  the  telling ;  and  there- 
fore, I  will  relate  to  you  the  plain  truth.  Ned  was  uneasy  in 
mind,  and  could  not  close  his  eyes ;  so,  like  the  prince  in  the 
story-book,  he  summoned  his  followers  to  attend  him  to  the  chase 
in  the  vain  hope  that  he  should  find  some  relief  from  the  thoughts 
that  rankled—" 

^  Irreclaimable  cousin  Harvey !" 

*^  Fact,  I  assure  you !    Nothing  takes  off  the  load  from  the 
an  opossum  hunt." 


"And  then,  last  nigbt,"  resumed  Bel,  you  wore  up  playing 
I  nrds  until  dayligbt.  That  vraa  to  chase  away  sorrow  too,  I 
■•appose  7" 

"  Ned  could  not  sleep  last  night  cither,"  said  Hairej. 
"  But  Bel,  don't  say  until  dayHght  We  broke  up  at  a  very  rei- 
Bon&ble  hour." 

"  I  have  heard  all  about  it,"  answered  Bel 

"  I  admit,"  returned  Harvey,  "  that  appearances  are  a  little 
against  \ia :  but,  they  are  only  appearances.  If  you  bad  seen 
bow  Ned  plnycd,  you  would  have  beeu  satisfied  that  the  game 
had  uo  charms  for  him  ;  for  he  sighed, — swore,  and  flung  away 
his  money  like  a  fooL  I  suppose  he  must  have  lost,  at  loast,  a 
hundred  dollars." 

"  And  with  it,  his  good  looks  and  peace  of  mind  besides," 
added  BolL.    "  Qamlug,  fighting  and  drinking  !     Ah,  me  '." 

"  AH  for  love,  Bel  I  all  for  love  !  It  is  the  most  Iransmogri- 
phyitig  passion  t"  oxolaimed  Harvey.  "  Things  the  most  oppo- 
site in  nature  come  out  of  it.  Now  tell  me  honestly, — have  you 
not  seen  a  change  in  Ned  that  surprises  you?" 

"  Indeed  I  have,"  answered  Bel. 

"  What  do  you  impute  it  to  ?" 

"  I  am  sure  I  do  not  know." 

'■  Then,  to  he  done  with  this  levity,"  said  Harvey,  "  it  ia  what 
1  have  said.  Ned  is  awkward  iu  bis  zeal  to  serve  you  ;  but  he 
is  the  truest  of  men.  He  gets  into  all  manner  of  difficulties  on 
your  account,  and  suffers  your  displeasure  like  a  martyr.  He 
talks  of  you  even  in  bis  sleep  ;  and  grows  tiresome  to  his  friends  ' 
with  the  eternal  repetition  of  your  praises.  It  is  a  theme 
which,  if  you  do  not  put  an  end  to  it,  will  grow  to  be  as  hack- 
nicd  OS  a  piece  of  stale  politics.  If  you  could  mako  it  consist- 
ent, Bel,  with  your  other  arrangements,  I  do  really  think  it  your 
duty  to  put  the  youth  out  of  misery :  for,  be  never  will  be  fit 
company  for  any  rational  man  until  this  infection  is  cured." 
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-  ^  You  would  not  have  me  marry  a  man  I  do  not  love,"  said 
Bel,  gravely. 

"  No,  indeed,  my  dear  Bel,"  returned  Harvey.  "  But  I  have 
been  all  along  supposing  you  did  love  him." 

"  You  know  my  objections,"  said  BeL 

^'I  think  they  were  all  removed  yesterday,''  answered 
Harvey. 

"  If  they  were,  they  have  come  back  again  to-day." 

'^That  shows,"  said  Harvey,  ^what  a  ticklish  thing  is  this 
love.  May  the  saints  shield  me  from  all  such  disasters  as  falling 
in  love !" 

"  Your  prayer  has  been  granted  before  it  was  asked,"  returned 
Bel,  smiling. 

Here  ensued  a  pause,  during  which  the  lady  stood  for  some 
moments  wrapt  in  thought,  with  her  foot  rapidly  beating  against 
the  floor. 

''  I  do  not  think,"  she  said  at  last,  "  at  least,  I  am  not  alto- 
gether certain,  cousin,  that  I  love  him  well  enough  to" — 

• 

"  Faith,  Bel,  I  think  you  come  pretty  near  to  it,"  whispered 
Harvey ;  the  longer  you  ponder  over  such  a  doubt,  the  clearer  it 
will  appear. — Drum  it  out  with  your  foot;  that  is  the  true 
device: — Love  is  very  much  a  matter  of  the  nerves  after  all." 

^  I  will  ta  Jc  no  more !"  exclaimed  Bel,  with  a  lively 
emotion. 

With  these  words,  she  retreated  into  the  drawing-room,  and 
sat  down  to  the  piano,  where  she  played  and  sung  as  if  to  drown 
her  thoughts. 

During  all  this  while,  the  unconscious  subject  of  this  collo- 
loquy  was  purauing  his  secret  meditations.  It  is  meet  that  I 
should  tell  my  reader  what  was  the  real  cause  of  the  cloud  that 
sat  upon  his  brow.  In  truth,  he  was  endeavoring  to  screw  his 
ooorage  up  to  a  deed  of  startling  import     It  was  his  fixed  re- 
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solvo,  TrboD  lie  crept  to  bis  bed  at  tLe  dawn,  to  briDg  matters, 
tLat  very  day,  Uj  some  oonclneion  with  bis  mistrcES  ;  nod  ihh 
fancy  took  bucL  complete  possession  of  hta  faculties,  that  be 
found  it  in  rain  to  attempt  repose.  Hia  fortitude  began*  to 
waver  as  the  hour  of  meeting  Bol  drew  nigh,  and  every  momctit 
shook  the  ateadincBS  of  bis  nerves.  He  cast  a  gUaoe  at  the 
reScction  of  his  forlorn  Ggare  in  the  glass,  and  bis  heart  grew 
aiok  within  him.  As  if  ashamed  of  the  tremor  that  invaded  hu 
frame,  he  swore  a  round  oath  to  bimaclf — that  come  what  would, 
he  would  fulfil  bia  purpose.  It  was  in  this  state  of  feeling  that 
he  appeared  nt  breakfast.  Every  iDstaot  the  enterprise  grew 
more  terrible  to  bis  imagination;  until  it  was,  at  last,  arrayed 
before  bia  tbonghts  as  aomctblng  awful  It  is  a  strange  tbiag 
that  so  simple  a  matter  should  work  such  effects ;  and  etranger 
still,  that,  notwithstanding  the  painful  acnsations  it  excites,  there 
should  lurk  at  the  bottom  of  the  heart  a  certain  remainder  of 
pleasant  emotion,  that  is  sufficient  to  flavor  the  whole.  Ned 
experienced  this ;  and  inwardly  fortified  bia  resolution  by  fre- 
quent appeals  to  his  manhood.  In  aucb  a  state  of  Euapense  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  he  should  be  much  at  case  in  con. 
iTereation,  On  the  contrary,  ho  spoke  like  a  frightened  man, 
accompanied  almost  every  thing  be  said  with  a  muMuIar 

at  at  deglutition,  which  ia  one  of  the  ordinary  physical  symp- 
toms of  fear. 

His  walk  by  the  river  side  was  designed  to  reassemble  bis 
scattered  forcea ;  an  undertaking  that  ho  found  impossible  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy.  They  were  a  set  of  militia-splrita  that 
could  not  be  brought  to  rally  on  the  field  of  battlo.  Having 
argued  himself  into  a  braver  temper,  be  returned  from  his 
wanderings  ntid  stalked  into  the  drawing-room,  with  an  ill-eouii 
terfeitcd  composure.  By  a  natural  instinct,  bo  marched  up 
behind  Bel's  oboir,  and  for  some  moments  seemed  to  be  ab( 
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with  the  musio.  After  a  brief  delay,  daring  which  the  color 
had  flown  firom  his  oheek,  he  crossed  the  room  to  the  window, 
and,  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  gazed  out  upon  the  landscape. 
Restless,  uncertain  and  perplpxed,  he  returned  again  to  the 
chair,  and  cast  a  suspicious  and  rueful  glance  around  him. 

Harvey,  observing  how  matters  stood,  silently  tripped  out  of 
the  room. 

Bel  executed  a  lively  air,  and  concluded  it  with  a  brisk  pound- 
ing upon  the  keys ;  and  then  sprang  up,  as  if  about  to  retreat. 

^Play  on,"  said  Ned,  with  a  husky  voice;  don't  think  of 
stopping  yet.  I  delight  in  these  little  melodies.  You  cannot 
imagine,  Bel,  how  music  exhilarates  me." 

"  I  didn't  know  that  you  were  in  the  room,"  returned  BeL 
«  What  shall  I  play  for  you?" 

"  You  can  hardly  go  amiss.  Give  me  one  of  those  lively 
strains  that  make  the  heart  dance,"  said  he,  with  a  dolorous  ac- 
cent. "  But  you  have  some  exquisite  ballads  too ;  and  I  think 
you  throw  so  much  soul  into  them  that  they  are  irresistible.  I 
will  have  a  ballad." 

Whilst  he  was  wavering  in  his  choice  she  struck  up  a  waltz. 
Ned,  during  this  performance,  sauntered  to  the  farther  end  of  the 
drawing-room;  and,  having  planted  himself  opposite  a  picture 
that  hung  against  the  wall,  stood  minutely  surveying  it,  with  his 
lips,  at  the  same  time,  gathered  up  to  an  inarticulate  and  thought- 
f  il  whistle.  The  cessation  of  the  music  recalled  him  to  the  piano 
with  a  start ;  and  he  hastened  to  say  to  Bel, — that  there  wab 
something  unspeakably  pathetic  in  these  simple  and  natural  ex- 
pressions of  sentiment ;  that  it  belonged  to  the  ballad  to  strike 
more  directly  upon  the  heart  than  any  other  kind  of  song ;  and 
that,  for  his  part,  he  never  listened  to  one  of  those  expressive 
little  compositions  without  an  emotion  almost  amounting  to  me- 
lancholy. 


A  IB  he  talluDg  about ! — thought  Bel.     She  [ 
;j^found  astonishment!  and  then  asked  him,  if  lie  knew  what  it 
she  hail  been  playing? 

*  The  tune  is  familiar  to  me,"  stammered  Ned.  "  But,  I  hare 
a  wretched  memory  for  names." 

"  You  have  heard  it  a  thousand  times,"  aud  she.  "  It  is  the 
wait*  in  the  Freysohulz." 

"  Oh,  true  !"  exclaimed  Ned.  "  It  ia  a  pensive  thing ;  it  bus 
several  touching  turns  in  it.  Most  waltzes  have  something  of  (hat 
in  them.     Don't  jou  think  so  1" 

"  Host  woltioa,"  replied  Bel,  laughing,  "lave  a  great  many 
turns  in  them  :  but,  as  to  the  peuaiTcnesa  of  the  music,  I  never 
observed  that.' 

"  Indeed  \"  exclaimed  Ned,  confounded  past  all  hope  of  relief; 
"  It  depends  very  muuh  upon  the  frame  of  mind  yon  are  in. 
There  are  moods — and  they  come  on  me  sometimes  like  shadows — 
which  predispose  the  heart  to  extract  plaintive  thoughts  from  the 
liveliest  strains. — If  there  be  one  desponding  cord  in  the  strings 
of  the  soul, — that  one  will  begin  to  vibrato — with  a  single  sym- 
patlictie  note — thnt  may  be  hurried  across  it  in  the  rush  of  the 
gayest  melody. — I  mean, — that  there  ia  aomcthtng  in  all  tnusie 
that  arouses  mournful  emotions, — when  the  mind  is  predisposed 
to — melancholy. " 

As  a  man  who  takes  his  seat  in  a  surgcon-deotiat's  chair,  to 
have  his  teeth  filed,  having  made  up  his  mind  to  cndur>  the 
operation,  bears  the  first  application  of  the  tool  with  oomposnre, 
but,  feeling  a  sonse  of  uneasiness  creeping  upon  him  with  every 
new  passage  of  the  file  across  the  bone,  is  hurried  on  rapidly  to 
higher  degrees  of  pain  with  every  suocecdiiig  jar — until  at  last  it 
seems  to  him  as  if  his  powers  of  sufferance  could  be  wound  up  to 
no  higher  pitch,  and  he  therefore  meditates  an  abrupt  leap  from 
tiie  hands  of  the  operator — so  did  Ned  find  himself,  as  he  plunged 
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fiuccossively  from  one  stage  to  the  other  of  the  above-recited 
exquisite  piece  of  nonsense. 

When  he  had  finished,  his  face  (to  use  the  phrase  of  a  novel 
writer)  *  was  bathed  in  blushes ;'  and  Bel  had  turned  her  chair 
half  round,  so  as  to  enable  her  to  catch  the  expression  of  his 
countenance ;  for,  she  began  to  feel  some  misgiving  as  to  the 
soundness  of  his  intellect. 

Of  all  the  ordinary  vexations  of  life  it  is  certainly  the  most 
distressing,  for  a  man  of  sense  to  catch  himself  unseasonably 
talking  like  a  fool,  upon  any  momentous  occasion  wherein 
he  should  especially  desire  to  raise  an  opinion  of  his  wisdom ; 
such  as  in  the  case  of  a  member  of  congress  making  his  -  first 
speech,  or  of  an  old  lawyer  before  a  strange  tribunal,  or,  worse 
than  all,  of  a  trembling  lover  before  a  superfastidious  mistress. 
The  big  drops  of  perspiration  gathered  on  Ned's  brow :  he  felt 
like  a  thief  taken  in  the  mainor :  he  was  caught  in  the  degree  of 
back  berinde  and  bloody  hand,  known  to  the  Saxon  Forest  laws, 
with  his  folly  on  his  back.  He  could  have  jumped  out  of  the 
window ;  but,  as  it  was,  he  only  ordered  a  servant  to  bring  him 
a  glass  of  water,  and  coughed  with  a  short  dry  cough,  and  swal- 
lowed the  cool  element  at  a  draught. 

As  motion  conduces  to  restore  the  equilibrium  of  the  nerves, 
Ned  now  paced  up  and  down  the  apartment,  with  stately  and 
measured  strides. 

"  Courage !"  said  he,  mentally.  '^  I'll  not  be  frightened !" 
So,  he  made  another  convulsive  motion  of  the  oesophagus, — such 
as  I  have  seen  a  mischievous,  truant  boy  make,  when  on  his  trial 
before  the  pedagogue — and  marched  up  directly  behind  Bel. 

All  this  time  she  sat  silent ;  and  taking  the  infection  of  fear 
from  her  lover,  began  to  cower  like  a  terrified  partridge. 

''  Miss  Tracy,"  said  Ned,  after  a  long  pause,  with  a  feeble, 
tremulous  utterance,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  suspiration. 
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■  Miss  TraoT," — here  Hed  put  his  hands  upon  the  bull  at 
BrfW  chair,  and  leaned  a  little  over  her ; — "  You, — ^yon — pl*j 
WI7  woU, — voald  70a  favor  me  wiU)  aoather  song, — if  yos 
fbMcr 

*]  hftTv't  sang  ft  song  for  70a,"  replied  BeL 

*TI»e«,  yom  ota  do  it,  if  you  would  try." 

"ifo.     It  woaM  be  impossible,     I  am  oat  of  voice." 

■  So  MB  I,"  rebmied  Ned,  with  comic  perturbation.  "It  it 
■Iwigc  that  wc  sboald  both  have  lost  our  voices  at  the  very  time 
■Iw  n«  wanted  them  most." 

"  I  am  saro  I  don't  soe,"  aald  Bel,  blu^liing  "any  tbiiig  ex- 
tnordinary  in  my  not  being  able  to  sing" 

"  Well, — I  tbink  it  Tery  extraordinary,"  said  Ned,  with  a 
dry  laugh  and  an  affect«d,  janty  air,  as  be  took  a  turn  into  tb  ' 
middle  of  the  room, — "  that  the  fonntaius  of  speech  shoold  be 
sealed  up,  when  I  had  something  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
the  world  to  communicate  to  yon." 

'  What  is  that  7"  inqmred  BeL 

"  That  I  am  the  most  partJonlarly  wretobed  and  miseraUe 
coxcomb  in  the  whole  state  of  Vir^ia,"  said  be,  rising  into  ■ 
more  courageons  tone. 

"  Tour  speech  serves  to  little  purpose,"  muttered  Bel,  "  if  it 
be  to  utter  nothing  better  than  that." 

"  I  am  a  boy, — a  driyelting  fool,"  continued  Ned,  very  little 
like  a  man  who  bad  lost  his  power  of  articulation — "  I  am  vexed 
with  myself,  and  do  not  deserve  to  be  permitted  to  approach 

Bel  was  covered  with  confusion ;  and  an  awkward  silence  now 
intervened,  daring  which  she  employed  herself  in  turning  over 
the  leaves  of  a  music-book. 

"  Do  yon  relent,  Bel  7"  said  Ned,  in  a  soft  and  besoeohing 
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accent.  ^  Have  you  thoaght  better  of  the  proposition  I  made 
yon  a  year  ago?  Do  you  think  you  could  overcome  your 
acruples?" 

Bel,  somewhat  startled  by  these  tender  tones,  withdrew  her 
eyes  frpm  the  music-book,  and  slowly  turned  her  head  round  to 
the  direction  of  the  voice.  There,  to  her  utter  amazement,  was 
her  preposterous  lover  on  one  knee,  gazing  pitifully  in  her  face. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  stop  at  this  interesting  moment, 
to  explain  this  singular  phenomenon ;  for,  doubtless,  my  reader 
concludes  Ned  to  be  the  veriest  mountebank  of  a  lover  that  ever 
tampered  with  the  beautiful  passion. 

It  is  common  to  all  men,  and,  indeed,  to  all  animals,  when 
sore  perplexed  with  difficulties,  to  resort  for  protection  to  the 
strongest  instincts  nature  has  given  them.  Now,  Ned's  predomi- 
nating instinct  was  to  retreat  behind  a  jest,  whenever  he  found 
that  circumstances  galled  him.  For  some  moments  past  he  had 
been  brightening  up,  so  that  he  had  almost  got  into  a  laugh, — 
not  at  all  dreaming  that  such  a  st-ate  of  feeling  would  be  un pro- 
pitious to  his  suit ;  and  when  he  arrived  at  the  identical  point  of 
his  wooing  above  described,  he  was  sadly  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
step  to  take  next.  His  instinct  came  to  his  aid,  and  produced 
the  comic  result  I  have  recorded.  It  seemed  to  strike  him  with 
that  deep  sense  of  the  ridiculous,  that  is  apt  to  take  possession 
of  a  man  who  seriously  makes  love ;  and  the  incorrigible  wight, 
therefore,  reckless  of  consequences,  dropped  upon  his  knee, — one- 
tenth  part  in  jest,  and  nine-tenths  in  earnest'  It  was  well  nigh 
blowing  him  sky  high  I 

"  Is  this  another  prank,  Mr.  Hazard  ?"  said  Bel. — "  Am  I  to 
be  for  ever  tortured  with  your  untimely  mirth  ?  How, — how  can 
yon  sport  with  my  feelings  in  this  way !"  Here  she  .burst  into 
tears ;  and,  putting  her  hand  across  her  eyes,  the  drops  were  seen 
triokUng  throng  her  fingers. 


Ned  suddenly  turned  as  pale  as  ashes.  "  By  all  tbat  islia 
I !"  he  cxolaimed — and  then  ran  on  with  a  list  of  lover 
■  like  abjurations,  vowing  and  protesting,  in  the  most  passiouste 
terms — acoording  to  thoTolgar  phrase,  "by  all  tbat  was  black  and 
blue," — that  he  was  devoted  to  his  mistress,  body  and  soul.  Ne- 
ver did  tbere  rush  from  an  opened  flood-gate  a  more  impetuous 
torrent  than  now  flowed  from  his  heart  througli  the  channal  of 
his  lips.  Ho  was  hyperbolical ly  oratorical ;  and  told  her.  amongst 
other  things,  tbat  she  "was  the  bright  lununiuy  that  gilded  hia 
I  luippiest  dreams," 

I  "I  have  not  de.iervcd  this  from  you,"  said  Bel,  whose  emotiou 

were  too  violent  to  permit  her  to  hear  one  word  of  this  vehe- 
tnent  deolaration.  "  At  such  a  moment  as  this,  you  might  have 
spared  me  an  unnecessary  and  cruel  jest," 

She  arose  from  her  seat  and  wsb  abont  to  retire ;  but  Ned, 
springing  upon  his  feet  at  the  same  time,  took  her  by  the  hand 
and  detained  her  in  the  room, 

"  For  heaven's  sake,  Bel !"  he  ejaculated,  "  what  have  I  done ! 
Why  do  you  speak  of  a  jest  J  Never  in  my  life  have  my  feelings 
been  uttered  with  more  painful  earnestness  t" 

"  I  cannot  answer  you  now,"  returned  Bell,  in  a  tone  of  affile- 
tion  ;  "leave  me  to  myself" 

"  Isabel  Tracy  ["  said  Ned,  dropping  her  hand,  as  he  assumed 
a  firm  and  calm  voice,  "you  discard  me  now  forever.  You  fling 
mo  back  upon  the  world  the  most  wretched  scapcgrnoe  that  ever 
Jiid  himself  in  its  crowds." 

"  I  neither  promise  nor  reject,"  said  Bel,  beginning  to  tremble 

Ned's  almost  freuiiod  earnestness,  "  If  I  have  mistaken 
your  temper  or  your  purpose,  you  have  yourself  to  blame.  It  is 
not  easy  to  overcome  tho  imprei<stons  which  a  long  intercourse 
has  left  upon  my  mind.  You  have  seemed  to  me,  heretofore, 
_indifi'erout  to  the  desire  to  please.      You  have  taught  me  to 
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think  lightly  of  myself,  by  the  little  value  you  appeared  to  place 
opon  my  regards.  Tou  have  jested  when  you  should  have  been 
serious,  and  have  been  neglectful  when  I  had  a  right  to  expect 
attention.  Tou  have  offended  my  prejudices  on  those  points 
that  I  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  indispensable  to  the 
man  I  should  love.  Tou  will  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  I  should 
misconceive  your  conduct.  I  must  have  a  better  knowledge  of 
you  and  of  my  own  feelings,  before  I  can  commit  myself  by  a 
promise.     Pray,  permit  me  to  retire." 

This  was  uttered  with  a  sedate  and  womanly  composure  that 
fbrbade  a  reply,  and  Bel  left  the  room. 

Hazard  was  thrown,  by  this  scene,  into  a  new  train  of  sensa- 
tions. For  the  first  time  in  his  life,  he  was  brought  to  compre- 
hend the  exact  relation  he  held  to  his  mistress.  He  had  no  fur- 
ther purpose  in  remaining  at  The  Brakes  ;  and  he  and  I,  accord- 
ingly, very  soon  afterwards  set  out  for  Swallow  Bafn. 

Wa  discussed  fully  the  events  of  the  morning  as  we  rode 
along ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  we  considered  this  important  love- 
aflBftir  to  have  passed  through  its  crisis,  and  to  rest  upon  auspi- 
cious grounds.  This  conclusion  arose  upon  Ned's  mind  in  a 
iho'usand  shapes : 

— ^^  I  have  got  a  mountain  off  my  shoulders,"  said  he ;  "I 
am  unpacked  ;  and  feel  like  a  man  who  has  safely  led  a  forlorn 
hope  I  would  fight  fifty  Waterloos,  rather  than  go  through  such 
a  thing  again  !  Egad  !  I  can  sing  and  laugh  once  more.  Bel's  a 
woman  of  fine  sense,  Littleton.  She  is  not  to  be  trifled  with. 
Faith,  I  stand  pretty  fairly  with  her,  too  !  It  is  certainly  no  re- 
fusal :  '  Faint  heart  never  won  fair  lady.'  A  lover  to  thrive  must 
come  up  boldly  to  the  charge.  But,  after  all,  I  was  considerably 
fluttered — ^not  to  say  most  unspeakably  alarmed." 

These,  and  many  more  such  fragments  of  a  boasting,  doubtful 
and  lelf-gnLtiilating  spirit,  burst  from  him  in  succession;  and 
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tnd  then,  accompanied  with  lively  gesticulations  on 
riiicli  if  a  stranger  oould  have  bccd,  they  would  bin 
i.  huQ  that  the  performer  wfts  either  an  unhappy  niorUl, 
■  hia  mj  to  the  madhouec,  or  el  happy  lover  on  the  way  from  hii 
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As  some  adventarons  schoolboy,  who,  having  but  lately 
learned  to  swim,  has  gone,  upon  a  fair  summer  evening,  to  the 
river  hard  by,  to  disport  himself  in  the  cool  and  limpid  wave,  so 
did  I  first  sit  down  to  write  this  book.  And  as  that  same  urchin, 
all  diffident  of  his  powers,  has  never  risked  himself  beyond 
the  reach  of  some  old,  stranded  hulk,  not  far  from  shore ; 
but  now,  enchanted  by  the  fragrance  of  the  season,  by  the  golden 
and  purple-painted  clouds,  and  by  the  beauty  of  the  wild-flowers 
that  cluster  at  the  base  of  the  shady  headland  on  the  farther  side 
of  a  narrow  cove ;  and  incited  by  the  jollity  of  his  boyhood,  and 
seduced  by  the  easy,  practick  eloquence  of  a  heedless,  good-na- 
tured playfellow,  he  has  thoughtlessly  essayed  to  reach  the  pleas- 
ant promontory  which  he  has  gained  in  safety,  albeit,  faint-hearted 
and  out  of  breath  : — so  have  I  waywardly  ventured  on  the  tide 
of  Ncd^s  courtship  ;  but,  having  reached  such  a  sheltered  head 
land,  do,  in  imitation  of  my  daunted  schoolboy,  here  break  up 
my  voyage ;  like  him,  thinking  it  safest  to  get  back  by  trudging 
round  the  pebbly  margin  of  the  cove. 

In  other  words,  I  esteem  myself  lucky  in  having  followed 
Ned's  love-affiair  into  a  convenient  resting-place,  where  I  am 
willing,  at  least  for  the  present,  to  leave  it ;  and  shall  indeed  be 


th&nkful  if  no  future  event,  during  mj  sojoarn  at  Swallow  Bam, 
sliall  impose  upon  me  the  duty  of  tracing  out  the  Bcqnel  of  this 
tortuous  and  difficult  history.  For  wisely  has  it  been  said,  "  tJiat 
the  current  of  true  love  aever  did  run  emooth  ;" — to  luo  it  Beenis 
that  its  path  is  like  that  of  the  serpent  over  the  roek.  And  thki 
chronicler  shall  have  reason  to  count  himself  aadly  tasked,  whoji.' 
lot  it  may  be  to  fpllow  the  lead  of  a  capricious  maiden  wheresocrw 
it  shall  please  her  fickleness  to  decoy  her  chacmod  and  fretful 
lover.  Little  did  I  dream,  when  I  came  to  the  Old  Dominien 
and  undertook  to  write  dowp  the  simple  scenes  that  ate  acted  in 
a  gentleman's  hall,  I  should,  in  BCaroe  a  month  gone  by,  find 
myself  tangled  up  in  a  web  of  intricate  love-plots  which  should 
so  overmatch  my  slender  powers  !  But  I  have  borne  mo  like  a 
patient  and  trusty  historian,  through  the  labyrinth  of  my  story; 
and  now,  right  gladly,  escape  to  other  matters  more  german  to  my 

To  say  nothing,  then,  of  the  manner  in  which  Ned  Hazard 
bore  his  present  doubtfiil  fortune,  nor  what  resolves  be  took  iu 
this  emergency ;  nor  even  dwelling  upon  his  frequently  repeated 
visits  to  The  Brakes,  during  which,  I  rejoice  to  think,  nothing 
especiidly  worthy  of  note  occurred,  I  pass  over  some  days,  in  order 
that  I  may  introduce  a  new  scone, 

Meriwether,  one  night  whon  we  were  about  to  retire  to  rest, 
suggested  to  Ned  and  myself, — and  the  suggestion  was  made  half 
in  the  tone  of  a  request,  implying  that  be  would  he  pleased  if  we 
adopted  it, — that  we  might  have  an  agreeable  jaunt  if  we  would 
consent  to  accompany  him,  the  next  mori^iug,  in  his  ride  to  the 
Quarter.  Now,  this  Quarter  is  the  name  by  which  is  familiarly 
known  that  part  of  the  plantation  where  the  principal  negro  popn- 
latioD  is  established. 

"  You,  doubtless,  Mr.  Littleton,"  said  he,  "  take  some  intei^t 
n  agricultural  concerns.     The  process  of  our  husbanbry, — sloven- 
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1  J  to  be  sure, — may,  nevertheless,  be  worthy  of  your  observation. 
But  I  can  add  to  your  amusement  by  showing  you  my  blooded 
qplts,  which,  it  is  not  vanity  to  affirm,  are  of  the  finest  breed  in 
Virginia  ;  and  when  I  say  that, — it  is  equivalent  to  telling  you 
that  there  is  nothing  better  in  the  world." 

Here  Meriwether  paused  for  a  moment,  with  that  thoughtful 
expression  of  countenance  which  indicates  the  gathering  up  of 
one's  ideas ;  then  chan^ng  the  tone  of  his  voice  to  a  lower  key, 
lie  continued, — 

^  The  improvement  of  the  stock  of  horses, — notwithstanding 
this  matter  is  undervalued  in  some  portions  of  our  country, — ^I 
regard  as  one  of  the  gravest  concerns  to  which  a  landed  proprietor 
can  devote  his  attention.  The  development  of  the  animal  perfec- 
tions of  this  noble  quadruped,  by  a  judicious  system  of  breeding, 
requires  both  the  science  and  the  talent  of  an  accomplished  na- 
turalist. We  gain  by  it  symmetry,  strength  of  muscle,  soundness 
of  wind,  ease  of  action,  speed,  durability,  power  of  sustaining 
fatigue,  and  fitness  for  the  multiform  uses  to  which  this  admirable 
beast  is  subservient.  What,  sir,  can  be  more  worthy  of  some 
portion  of  the  care  af  a  patriotic  citizen  ?  But  look,  my  dear  sir, 
at  the  relation  which  the  horse  holds  to  man.  We  have  no  record 
in  history  of  an  age  wherein  he  has  not  been  intimately  connected 
with  the  political  and  social  prosperity  of  the  most  powerful  and 
civilized  nations.  He  has  always  assisted  to  fight  our  battles,  to 
bear  our  burthens,  to  lighten  our  fatigues,  and  to  furnish  our 
subsistence.  He  has  given  us  bread  by  tillage  and  meat  by  the 
chase.  He  has  even  lodged  in  the  same  homestead  with  his  mas- 
ter man,  frequently  under  the  same  roof  He  has  been  accustomed 
to  receive  his  food  from  our  hands,  and  to  be  caressed  by  our 
kindness.  We  nurse  him  in  sickness,  and  guard  him  in  health. 
He  has  been,  from  one  age  to  another,  the  companion  of  the 
warrior  at  home,  his  trusty  friend  in  travel,  and  his  sure  auxiliary 
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altlo.  nnint  mora  boatiful  tiian  Ibe  sjmpattj 
when  llie  cooWea  of  his  maBt>:r'a  b«art  rise  up  kt 
iiaat  Mtar,  he  acigbs  &t  the  voice  of  the  Immpct, 
uune  in  liU  eagerness  to  share  the  glory  of  IJIl^ 

Vnak  bid  BMr  go4  to  ttridisgtadnnid  nl  fimvd  tfaMtk 
th»  room;  ud,ai  tliisU>tflimridi,ouMi9  to  tka  taUa^^Mi 
ha  •tood  etwt ;  tlua,  ta  tut  ittUaa*,  w«ot  «L 

"  And  yat,— iMnrmc  muiial  hu  teB^«f-ha  «^  AKUa  eB4r 
ander  tha  weight  of  tho  daintect  damo,  and  jnald  obadiawae  takir 
t«ndar  hand  and  n\km  ran.     I  bam  hotaea  in  nj  ataUa  na^ 

that,  in  tho  field  apon  a  chase,  will  champ  th«r  Uta,  and  booad 
with  au  ardor  which  requires  my  arm  to  oheob ;  whilst  theiame 
animals,  at  home  here,  are  as  passive  to  Locretia's  command  aa  a 
lady's  pony." 

"  You  say  so,"  interrupted  my  cousin  Lucretia,  "  bat,  indeed, 
Mr.  Meriwether,  1  do  not  like  to  ride  these  blooded  horses  I" 
Meriwether  continued,  without  heeding  the  interraption : 
— "  The  horse  has  a  family  instinct,  and  knows  erery  member 
of  the  booschold :  be  recognizes  bis  master's  children  when  thej 
come  to  his  stall,  and  is  pleased  to  be  fondled  by  them.  Then, 
see  how  faithfully  be  drudges  in  the  field,  and  wears  away  his  life 
in  qaiet  and  indispensable  services.  I  venerate  the  steady  sobri- 
ety of  the  robust,  broad-ohested,  massive-limbed  wagon-horse,  that 
toils  without  repining,  through  the  summer  beats  and  winter 
snows.  I  contemplate,  with  a  peculiar  interest,  the  nnremitting 
labor  of  the  stage-horse,  as  ho  performs  bis  daily  task  with 
nnrelazed  speed,  from  one  year's  end  to  another :  and, — yon  may 
smile  at  it, — ^bnt  I  have  a  warm  side  of  my  heart  for  the  thon^t- 
ful  and  nnobtrusive  hack  that  onr  little  negroes  creep  along  with 
to  mill.  But,  above  all,  where  do  you  find  such  a  picture  of  pa- 
tience, consideratenesB,  discretion,  long-saffering,  amiable  obe. 
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dience,  (here  Frank  began  to  smile,)  as  in  the  faithful  brute  that 
bears  his  master, — say  a  country  doctor,  for  example,  or  a  deputy 
sheriff,  or  one  of  your  weather-beaten,  old,  tippling, — (at  each  of 
these  epithets  the  orator  laughed)  gossipping.  night-wander- 
ing  ^" 

^  Noctua  bundus^^  said  Mr.  Chub,  who  was  sitting  all  the  time 
at  one  of  the  windows. — 

— ^^  Eight !"  replied  Meriwether,  turning  towards  the  parson 
and  waving  his  hand, — ^^  night-wandering  politicians  ?  I  say, 
"where  is  there  a  finer  type  of  resignation,  christian  resignation, 
than  in  the  trusty  horse  that  bears  such  a  master,  through  all  sea- 
sons, no  matter  how  inclement, — fast,  without  refusing,  and  slow? 
without  impatience, — for  hours  together ;  and  then  stands,  per- 
haps,— as  I  have  often  seen  him, — ^with  his  rein  fastened  to  a  post 
or  to  a  fence  corner,  without  food  or  drink ;  and,  as  likely  as  not, 
(for  he  is  subject  to  all  discomforts,)  facing  a  drifting  snow  or  a 
pelting  hail-storm,  for  the  livelong  day  ;  or  through  the  dreary 
watches  of  the  night,  solitary,  silent,  unamused,  without  one  note 
of  discontent ;  without  one  objurgatory  winnow  to  his  neglectful 
master?  And  then,  at  last,  when  the  time  arrives  when  he  is  to 
measure  his  homeward  way,  with  what  a  modest  and  grateful  un- 
dertone he  expresses  his  thanks  !  The  contemplation  of  these 
moral  virtues  in  the  horse,  is  enough  to  win  the  esteem  of  any 
man  for  the  whole  species.  Besides,  what  is  a  nation  without  this 
excellent  beast  ?  What  machinery  or  labor-saving  inventions  of 
man  could  ever  compensate  him  for  the  deprivation  of  this  faith- 
ful ally  ?"— 

I  do  not  know  how  long  Meriwether  would  have  continued 
this  laudatory  oration,  for  he  was  every  moment  growing  more  elo- 
quent, both  in  manner  and  matter,  and,  no  doubt,  would  very 
soon  have  struck  out  into  some  episodes  that  would  have  carried 
him  along,  like  a  veBsel  caught  up  in  the  trade  winds,  had  not  my 


spider-weba  hung  like  fnirir  tis§ucs  over  every  bash,  and  ileokMt 
with  llicir  drapery  every  bank ;  wbilat  tLeir  filanieDts,  strnDg  with 
watery  beails,  ami  glitteriDg  iu  the  level  beams  of  the  sun,  ^e^<le^ 
ed  llicni  no  longer  enares  for  the  unwary  insects  for  which  they 
were  spread.  Oar  road  through  the  woods  was  oooasioually  way- 
laid by  an  obtrusive  pinc-hnvnoh  that,  upon  the  slightest  tonob, 
shook  its  load  of  vapor  upon  oar  shoulders,  ns  wo  stooped  beneath 
it.  The  lowing  of  cows  and  the  bleating  of  sheep  struck  upon 
our  ear  from  distant  folds;  and  all  the  glad  birds  of  summer  wore 
twittering  OTor  the  woodland  and  open  plain.  The  rabbit  leaped 
timidly  along  the  sandy  road  before  ns,  and  squatted  upon  his 
seat,  us  IMoth  to  wet  his  coat  amongst  Iho  low  whortleberry  and 
wild-iudigo  that  covered  the  contiguous  soil. 

Emerging  from  the  forest,  4  gate  introduced  us  to  a  broad 
Btubble-field,  across  whose  level  sarfaoc,  at  the  distance  of  a  mite, 
we  could  discern  the  uprising  of  several  thin  lines  of  smoke,  that 
formed  a  light  cloud  which  almost  rested  on  the  earth  ;  and,  un- 
der this,  a  cluster  of  huts  was  dimly  visible.  Near  these,  an  eX' 
tensive  farm-yard  surrounded  acapaoious  barn  together  with  some 
fodder-houses  and  stacks  of  grain,  upon  which  were  busily  em- 
ployed a  number  of  laborers,  who,  we  could  see,  were  building  up 
the  pile  from  a  loaded  wagon  that  stood  close  by. 

As  we  advanced,  a  range  of  meadows  opened  to  our  view,  and 
stretched  into  the  dim  perspective,  until  the  eye  could  no  longer 
distinguish  their  boundary.  Over  this  district,  detached  herds 
of  horses  were  observable,  whisking  their  long  tails  as  they  gru- 
€d  upon  the  pasture,  or  curvetting  over  the  spaces  that  separsted 
thcra  from  each  other. 

"  There  I"  said  Meriwether,  kindling  up  at  the  sight  of  this 

plain,  "  there  is  the   reward  I  promised  you  for  your  ride.     I 

have  nothing  better  to  show  you  at  Swallow  Barn.     You  see,  on 

.  jondcr   meadow,  some  of   the   most  unquestioned  nobility   of 
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Almost  with  the  first  appearance  of  light,  Merijrethcr  came 
and  knocked  at  our  chamber  doors,  so  earnestly  that  the  whole 
household  must  have  been  roused  by  the  noise.  Our  horses  could 
be  heard  pawing  the  gravel  at  the  front  door,  impatient  of  delay. 
The  sun  was  scarcely  above  the  horizon  before  we  were  all  mount- 
ed and  briskly  pursuing  our  road,  followed  by  Carey,  who  seem- 
ed, on  the  present  occasion,  to  be  peculiarly  charged  with  profes- 
sional importance. 

The  season  was  now  advanced  into  the  first  week  of  August : 
a  time  when,  in  this  low  country,  the  morning  air  begins  to  grow 
sharp,  and  to  require  something  more  than  the  ordinary  summer 
clothing.  The  dews  had  grown  heavier ;  and  the  evaporation 
produced  that  chilling  cold  which  almost  indicated  frost.  There 
was,  however,  no  trace  of  this  abroad ;  but  every  blade  of  grass, 
and  every  spray  was  thickly  begemmed  with  dewdrops.  The  tall 
and  beautiful  mullen,  which  suggested  one  of  the  forms  of  the 
stately  candelebra — almost  the  first  plant  that  puts  forth  in  the 
spring,  and  amongst  the  first  to  wither — ^was  now  to  be  seen 
marshalled  in  groups  over  the  fallows,  with  its  erect  and  half-dried 
spire  hung  round  with  that  matchless  jewelry,  which  the  magic 

Iiand  of  night  soattera  over  the  progeny  of  earth.      The  fantastic 
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^M«  ■!>  hMg  Wm  birr  tlMM  i>nr  tiwmj  haOt, 
«ttb  (ImIt  (IntpCTjr  arrer;  bank  r  wbilii  tbvir  fthnieitU,  vlranf  iritfc 
Vilary  W«lf,  aii4  ^iiwrinf^  in  Ui«  liiTcl  bam  of  tti«  rau.  multf- 
«d  U>»«i  n«  Uing'r  atikro*  for  tint  KDWuy  iufBela  fnr  wh><-b  tlief 
mn  ijiwil  I  *iu  nukl  ttiniiigii  iIm  wiwdi  «u  ooosmoimIIj  vaj- 
IbM  ^  IN  -^btmioa  pino-bmach  Ibat.  upon  Um  «liglit«*l  lamb. 
lb«ok  iO  lr>«l  i)^  vip-ir  npon  our  nhiHitd^n,  u  wo  itoopod  b«iwitJ] 
il.  Tba  lowinji  of  cnw»  utd  tbo  binting  of  abo^  •track  nfm 
mrr  ««r  Gran  diatunt  fulda  ;  nnti  mil  tfae  gUil  binli  nT  muima  wa« 
twiUvritif  oter  Uia  wiMitUnd  •nd  oiw*  plus  Tbs  nbUl  leaptd 
limicilj'  KloDf  til*  utMly  toad  br^r*  nt,  and  Mfiotttid  n|)an  lik 
wai,  MlBf*''  '    --■>:-  ■ — --.«.  (i,B  Ij,^  wbortiebefry  auJ 


tlt«  (•ilo  from  aUikM  wngun  tlut  «lMid  cIi/m  bf. 

Ah  >r  .,ii  , M,  .4.  H  rftsge  ofuMaimnoiH-iiadjOoar  tin, asil 

'iiu  pi^ripectiva,  until  tbo  a^a  mwU  im>  lunftor 

.r..larf.       Or«f  Ibis  duU-H,  dotvilMd  lionU 

ftbt",  «liU)un{i  tbuir  loag  laiU  as  Omj  gru- 

>•  •mmrttiug  uvsr  tbe  apacw  that  M|«Ta(ed 

MuiiwotboT,  kindling  up  at  tiia  algbt  of  Ibb 
1  raw^rd  I  }iroiui>i!H  joo  for  jour  rida.     I 

i--  r  r<    thaw  jaa  at  SwalUiw  Barn.     Ybh  aM|  on 

jou'l'  r    »< .    w^  ton*  u(   llie  ni-jtL  iu<|UnJiUiMicil  aolAi^  of 
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YirgiDia.     Not  a  hoof  stays  on  that  pasture,  that  is  not  warmed 
by  as  pure  blood  as  belongs  to  any  potentate  in  the  world." 

Carey  rode  up  to  us,  at  this  speech,  to  observe,  as  I  suppose, 
the  effect  which  his  master's  communication  might  have  upon 
me ;  for  he  put  on  a  delighted  grin,  and  said  somewhat  offi- 
ciously— 

"  I  call  them  my  children,  master  Littleton." 

"  Truly  then,  Carey,  you  have  a  large  family,"  said  I. 

"  They  are  almost  all  on  'em,  sir,"  replied  Carey,  "  straight 
down  from  old  Diomed,  that  old  master  Hoomcs  had  foich  out 
from  England,  across  the  water  more  than  twenty  years  ago. 
Sir  Archy,  master  Littleton,  was  a  son  of  Old  Diomed,  and  I 
can't  tell  you  how  many  of  his  colts  I've  got.  But,  sir,  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  he  was  a  great  horse  !  And  thar  was  Duroc, 
master !  You've  hearn  on  him? — I've  got  a  heap  of  colts  of 
Puree's. — Bless  your  heart !  he  was  another  of  oU  Diomed's." 

*'  Carey  is  a  true  herald,"  said  Meriwether.  "  Nearly  all  that 
you  see  have  sprung  from  the  Diomed  stock.  It  is  upwards  of 
forty  years  since  Diomed  won  the  Derby  in  England.  He  was 
brought  to  this  country  in  his  old  age  ;  and  is  as  famous  amongst 
us,  almost,  as  Christopher  Columbus  ;  for,  he  may  be  said  to  have 
founded  a  new  empire  here.  Besides  that  stock,  I  have  some  of 
the  Oscar  breed  ;  one  of  the  best  of  them  is  the  gelding  I  ride. 
You  may  know  them,  wherever  you  see  them,  by  their  carriage 
and  indomitable  spirit." 

"  I  know  nothing  about  it,"  said  I, — "  but  I  have  heard  a 
great  deal  said  of  the  Godolphin  Arabian." 

"  I  can  show  you  some  of  that  breed,  too,"  replied  Meriwe- 
ther,— "  Wildair,  who  I  believe  was  a  grandson  of  the  Arabian.'* 

"  Old  Wildair — ^mark  you,  master  I"  interrtipted  Carey,  very 
sagely,— r"  not  CoL  Symmes'  Wildair." 

«  Old  Wildair,  I  mean,"  rejoined  Frank.—"  He  was  imported 


uito  Maryland,  and  taken  back  to  England  before  the  BeTok- 
tion  ; — but  I  have  aome  of  hia  dcsceadttntB." 

"  And  lliar'!:  llegulus'a  breed,"  B»td  Carey.  "  They  tell  me 
be  was  genuine  Arabian  too,  " 

'■  I  am  not  sure,  returned  Meriwether,  "  thai  I  haTe  Mij 
of  that  breed. — Carey  affects  to  say  that  there  are  Bome  of 
them  here." 

"  Bless  yonr  sonl !  master  Frank,"  interrupted  the  old  groom. 
"  didn't  I  carry  the  Ace  of  Diamonda,  over  here  to  the  Bowl- 
ing Green,  that  neit  summer  coming  after  the  war,  to — " 

"  Ride  on  and  open  the  gate  for  us,"  said  Frank, — "  Set  that 
old  negro  to  talking  of  pedlgreeB,  and  his  tongue  goes  like  a 
milir 

We  now  entered  npon  the  meadov,  and  soon  came  np  with 
BGTeral  of  the  beautiful  animnla  whose  ancestry  had  been  the 
Buhjeot  of  this^discussion.  They  were  generally  tn  the  wild  and 
unshorn  condition  of  bensts  that  had  never  been  subjected  to  the 
dominion  of  man.  It  was  apparent  that  the  proprietor  of  the 
stock  kept  them  moro  for  their  nobleness  of  blood  than  for  any 
purpose  of  serrice.  Some  few  of  the  older  etccds  showed  the 
care  of  the  groom ;  but  even  these  were  far  from  being  in  that 
sleek  state  of  nurture  which  wo  are  apt  to  associate  with  the  idea 
of  beauty  in  the  horse.  One,  skilled  in  the  points  of  symmetry, 
would,  doubtless,  have  found  much  to  challenge  hia  admiration 
in  their  forms ;  but  this  escellence  was,  for  the  moat  part,  lost 
upon  mo.  Still,  however,  unpraetiB<td  as  I  was,  there  was,  in  the 
movements  of  these  (juadrupcds,  a  charm  that  I  could  not  fail  to 
recognhte.  No  sooner  were  wo  descried  npon  the  field,  than  the 
different  troops,  in  the  distance,  were  act  in  motion,  as  if  by 
aome  signal  to  which  they  were  accustomed ;  and  they  hurried 
tumultuously  to  the  spot  where  we  stood,  exerting  their  utmost 
■peed,  and  presenting  a  wonderfully  animated  spootacle.     The 
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Bwift  career  of  the  horse,  upon  an  open  plain,  is  always  an  inter- 
esting sight ;  but  as  we  saw  it  now,  exhibited  in  squadrons,  pur- 
suing an  unrestrained  and  irregular  flight,  aocompanied  with  wild 
and  expressive  neighs,  and  enlivened  with  all  the  frolicksome 
antics  that  belong  to  high-mettled  coursers, — it  was  a  scene  of 
singularly  gay  and  picturesque  beauty.     The  ludicrous  earnest 
ness,  too,  with  which  they  crowded  upon  us  ! — there  was  in  it  the 
natural  grace  of  youth,  united  with  the  muscular  vigor  of  matu- 
rity.     One  reared  playfully,   as  he  thrust  himself   into  the 
compact  assembly;  another  advanced  at  a  long,  swinging  trot, 
striking  the  ground  at  every  step  with  a  robust  and  echoing 
stroke,  and  then,  halted   suddenly,  as  if  transfigured   into  a 
statue.     Some  kicked  at  their  comrades,  and  seized  them  with 
their  teeth  in  the  wantonness  of  sport :  others  leaped  in  quick 
bounds,  and  made  short  circuits,  at  high  speed,  around  the  mass, 
with  heads  and  tails  erect,  displaying  the  flexibility   of  their 
bodies  in  caracols  of  curious  nimbleness.      The  younger  colts 
impertinently  claimed  to  be  familiar  with  the  horses  we  rode ; 
and  were  apt  to  receive,  in  return,  a  severe  blow  for  the  intrusion. 
Altogether,  it  was  a  scene  of  boisterous  horse-play,  well  befitting 
the  arrogant  nature  of  such  a  licentious,  high-blooded,  far-de- 
scended and  riotous  young  nobility. 

It  may  be  imagined  that  this  was  a  sight  of  engrossing  inter- 
est to  Meriwether.  Both  he  and  Carey  had  dismounted,  and 
were  busy  in  their  survey  of  the  group. — all  the  while  descanting 
upon  the  numberless  perfections  of  form  that  occurred  to  their 
view ;  and  occasionally  interlarding  their  commendations  with 
the  technical  lore  of  genealogy,  which,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned, 
might  as  profitably  have  been  delivered  in  Oreek. 

The  occasion  of  this  rapid  concentration  of  our  cavalry  was 
soon  explained.  Meriwether  was  in  the  habit  of  administering 
a  weekly  ration  of  salt  to  these  wandering  hordes  at  this  spot  * 


r,  therefore,  were  wont  to  beuke  themselves  W  lb«  n» 
witli  (Ul  the  eagiirneaa  we  had  witnessed,  wheueWC  MJ 
rip  ma  offorcd  them  that  tho  customary  distribution  wM  to  bi 
mil.  Care  was  now  Uken  that  the;  should  not  be  diaappointal 
b  iMr  rioaMMB  aKpMtatiiM;  ■■<  Omj  m,  uoordiii^, 
iwyriifcai  >»  tU  alMk  ftr  lU  ■ 17  — ypUo. 

Hsrii^gntiiBdav  owiori^fai  tUi  r|^  m  now  vkited  || 
tka*K»ji>d.  Wittia  ttto  iMloMn,  s  fH^  cT  iHgroM  w«n 
Mifl^yid  ift  kMdfa(  oU'frria.  Abosl  >  doHB  koiMt  wen 
k^  ai  ftA  too*  Koaad  i  rink  of  sdbm  tav  or  iflMB  {wom 
dkMtor.vkioh  WM  strntd  witkdMwfcMt  fa  Bkni:  TImm 
wen  nunaged  b7  mne  Cve  or  i^  little  Uuln,  wbo  rode  1ik« 
monkey  ouicaturists  of  the  gsmea  of  the  droiu,  and  who  min- 
gled with  the  labors  of  the  place  tbkt  eomio  ur  of  deviltry  which 
eommnnicated  to  the  whole  employment  something  of  the  com- 
plezion  of  a  pastime.  Whilst  we  remained  here,  as  apeotators  of 
this  stirring  and  bnsy  ooonpation,a  dialogue  took  plaoe,  which,  as 
it  made  some  important  veterinary  disclosures,  I  will  reoord  for 
the  benefit  of  all  those  who  take  an  interest  in  adding  to  the 
treasures  of  pharoiaoy. 

One  of  tho  horses  had  received  an  injury  in  a  fore-leg,  a 
day  or  two  before ;  and  was  now  confined  in  the  stable  under 
the  r^men  of  the  overseer.  The  animal  was  brought  out  for 
inspection,  and  the  bandages,  which  had  been  bound  round  the 
limb,  were  removed  in  our  presence.  To  a  question  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  injury,  Carey  replied — 

"  The  mischeevous  young  devil  wa'nt  content  with  the  paster, 
but  she  must  bo  loping  over  the  fence  into  the  cornfield  !  It 
was  a  marcy  she  wa'nt  foundered  outright,  on  the  green  corn  ; 
but  she  sprained  her  pasteo-joint,  any  how  ; — which  she  deserved 
for  being  so  obstropolous." 

A  consultation  was  now  held  upon  the  case,  at  which  divers 
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of  the  elder  negroes  assisted.  But,  in  general,  every  attempt  by 
any  of  these  to  give  an  opinion  was  frowned  down  by  the  author- 
itative and  self-sufficient  Carey,  who  was  somewhat  tyrannical  in 
the  assertion  of  his  prerogative. 

Frank  Meriwether  ventured  to  suggest  that  the  injured  part 
should  be  bathed  frequently  with  ice-water ;  to  which  prescrip- 
tion our  ancient  groom  pointedly  objected, — saying  all  the  cretur 
wanted,  was  to  have  her  leg  dressed,  every  night  and  morning, 
with  a  wash  that  he  could  make,  of  vinegar  and  dockweed,  and 
half  a  dosen  other  ingredients,  which,  he  affirmed,  would  pro- 
duce a  cure,  "  in  almost  no  time.'' 

A  conspicuous  and,  till  now,  somewhat  restive  member  of  the 
council,  was  a  broad-shouldered,  dwarfish  old  negro,  known  by  the 
name  of  uncle  Jeff,  who  had  manifested  several  decided  symp- 
toms of  a  design  to  make  a  speech ;  and  now,  in  despite  of 
Carey's  cross  looks,  gave  his  advice  in  the  following  terms-r- 

^  One  of  the  stonishingst  things  for  a  sprain  that  I  knows  on, 
is  this — "  said  he,  stepping  into  the  ring  and  laying  the  fingers 
of  his  right  hand  upon  the  palm  of  his  left — ^^  Bless  your  soul, 
Mas  Frank !  I  have  tried  it,  often  and  often,  on  people,  but,  in 
pertickler,  upon  horses:  oil  of  spike — ^"  he  continued,  striking 
his  palm,  at  the  enumeration  of  each  ingredient ; — ^'  oil  of  spike, 
campfire,  a  little  castile  soap,  and  the  best  of  whiskey,  all  put  into 
a  bottle  and  boiled  half  away — It's  mazing  how  it  will  cure  a 
sprain  !  My  old  'oman  was  sick  abed  all  last  winter,  with  a  sprain 
on  her  knee ;  and  she  tried  IX>otor  Stubbs,  and  the  leech  doctor, 
and  all  the  tother  lamed  folks — ^but  no  use,  tell  she  tuck  some  my 
intment !  She  said  herself — ^if  yon  believe  me — thar  was  none 
on  'em  no  touch  to  my  intment  It's  mazing,  Mas  Frank  I 
Oh,  oh !— " 

^-  Sho  !"  ejaculated  Carey,  in  a  short,  surely  growl,  after  hear- 
ing this  wise  morsel  of  experience  to  the  end,  and  looking  as  an- 
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gry  ae  a  vcxuJ  bull-Jog ,  "  Slio  !  Jeff,  you  lell  niu  '    Think  I  nev- 
er »ccd  B  Lob  with  a.  sprained  foot,  all  the  way  up  to  my  tiiM  of 

life?     SUn  off.  man  !  I  knows  what  I  am  about '" 

Meriwether  turned  to  lue.  with  a  look  of  jocular  reaignatim, 
and  said,  laughing — 

"  You  Bee  how  il  is  !  This  old  inagnifico  will  allow  no  msti 
to  have  an  opinion  but  hiinsclf  Rather  than  disturb  the  peace, 
I  must  submit  to  hie  authority.  Well.  Jeffry.  my  old  fellow,  as 
we  can't  oonvinco  Mr  Carey,  I  suppose  we  had  better  not  make 
him  angry.  You  kijow  what  aD  obstioate.  cross-grained,  old  bul- 
ly, he  is?  I  am  afraid  \ie  wilt  take  us  both  in  band,  if  we  con- 
tradict him  :  so  I'm  for  letting  him  alone  " 

■'  Consaro  his  picture  f"  said  Jeff,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  ac- 
companied by  H  laugh,  in  which  all  the  other  negroes  joined,  be 
we  broke  up  the  consultation  and  wnlked  away. 
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Having  despatched  these  important  mutui  bc  the  stable,  we 
left  our  horses  in  charge  of  the  servants,  and  walked  towards  the 
cabins,  which  were  not  more  than  a  few  hundred  paces  distant. 
These  hovels,  with  their  appurtenances,  formed  an  exceedingly 
picturesque  landscape.  They  were  scattered,  without  order,  over 
the  slope  of  a  gentle  hill ;  and  many  of  them  were  embowered 
under  old  and  majestic  trees.  The  rudeness  of  their  construc- 
tion rather  enhanced  the  attractiveness  of  the  scene:  Some  few 
were  built  after  the  fashion  of  the  better  sort  of  cottages ;  but  age 
had  stamped  its  heavy  traces  upon  their  exterior :  the  green  moss 
had  gathered  upon  the  roofs,  and  the  course  wcatlicrboarding  had 
broken,  here  and  there,  into  chinks.  But  the  more  lowly  of  these 
structures,  and  the  most  numerous,  were  nothing  more  than  plain 
log-cabins,  compacted  pretty  much  on  the  model  by  which  boys 
build  partridge-traps ;  being  composed  of  the  trunks  of  trees,  still 
clothed  with  their  bark,  and  knit  together  at  the  corners  with  so 
little  regard  to  neatness  that  the  timbers,  being  of  unequal  lengths, 
jutted  beyond  each  other,  sometimes  to  the  length  of  a  foot. 
Perhaps,  none  of  these  latter  sort  were  more  than  twelve  feet 
square,  and  not  above  seven  in  height.  A  door  swung  upon  wood- 
en hinges,  and  a  small  window  of  two  narrow  panes  of  glass  were, 
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IB  general,  the  otAy  opemogs  in  the  front  The  intervals  betmn 
tlielogs  wuro  titled  with  clay  ;  and  the  roo^  wMcfa  was  oonetroct- 
ed  of  smaller  timbers,  laid  lengthirise  along  it  and  projecting  two 
or  three  feel  beyond  the  aide  or  gable  walls,  heighl«aed,  in  a  verj 
Durked  degree  the  rustic  effect.  The  chimneys  commiuiieat«d 
even  a  droll  expression  to  these  habitations.  They  were,  oddl; 
enoagh,  built  of  billots  of  wood,  having  a  bro^  foundation  of 
stone,  and  growiog  narrower  as  thej  rose,  each  receding  gradnsllj 
from  the  house  to  which  it  was  attached,  until  it  rowbed  the 
height  of  the  roof.  These  combostiblc  materials  were  saved  from 
the  ocoess  of  the  fire  b;  a  thick  coating  of  mud ;  and  the  whole 
ttmoluru,  from  its  tnpcriog  form,  might  be  said  to  bear  some  n.>- 
I'  wmbluDce  to  the  spout  of  a  tea  kettle ',  indeed,  this  domestic  im- 
'  plcmcnt  would  furnish  no  unapt  type  of  the  complete  cabin. 

From  this  description,  which  mtij  serve  to  illustrate  a  whole 
epccios  of  habitations  very  oummon  in  Virginia,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  on  the  score  of  accommodation,  the  inmates  of  these  dwel- 
lings were  furnished  aceordiDg  to  a  very  primitive  notion  of  com* 
fort.  Still,  however,  there  were  little  garden -patches  attached  to 
euoh,  where  oymbliuga,  cucumbers,  sweet  potatoes,  water-melons 
and  cabbages  flourished  in  anrostraiued  luxuriaQOC.  Add  to  this, 
that  there  were  abundance  of  poultry  domesticated  about  the 
premises,  and  it  moy  be  perceived  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
incouTcnionces  of  shelter,  there  was  no  want  of  what,  in  all  coun- 
tries,  would  bo  considered  a  reasonable  supply  of  luxuries. 

Nothing  moro  attracted  my  observation  than  the  swarms  of 
little  negroes  that  basked  on  the  sunny  sides  of  these  cabins,  and 
congregated  to  gnie  at  us  as  we  surveyed  their  haunts.  They 
were  nearly  all  iu  that  costume  of  the  golden  age  which  I  havt 
heretofore  described;  and  showed  their  slim  shanks  and  long 
heels  in  all  varieties  of  their  grotesque  natures.  Their  predom' 
isant  love  of  sunshine,  and  their  lazy,  listless  postures,  and  ap- 
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parent  content  to  be  silently  looking  abroad,  might  well  afford  a 
comparison  to  a  set  of  terrapins  luxuriating  in  the  genial  \^rmth 
of  summer,  on  the  logs  of  a  mill-pond. 

And  there,  too,  were  the  prolific  mothers  of  this  redundant 
brood, — a  number  of  stout  negro-women  who  thronged  the  doors 
of  the  huts,  full  of  idle  curiosity  to  see  us.  And,  when  to  these 
are  added  a  few  reverend,  wrinkled,  decrepit  old  men,  with  faces 
shortened  as  if  with  drawing-strings,  noses  that  seemed  to  have 
run  al^  to  nostril,  and  with  feet  of  the  configuration  of  a  mattock, 
my  reader  will  have  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  this  negro-quarter, 
its  population,  buildings,  external  appearance,  situation  and 
extent. 

Meriwether,  I  have  said  before,  i?  a  kind  and  considerate  mas- 
ter. It  is  his  custom  frequently  to  visit  his  slaves,  in  order  to 
inspect  their  condition,  and,  where  it  may  be  necessary,  to  add 
to  their  comforts  or  relieve  their  wants.  His  coming  amongst 
them,  therefore,  is  always  hailed  with  pleasure.  He  has  consti- 
tuted himself  into  a  high  court  of  appeal,  and  makes  it  a  rule  to 
give  all  their  petitions  a  patient  hearing,  and  to  do  justice  in  the 
premises.  This,  he  tells  me,  he  considers  as  indispensably  neces- 
sary ; — he  says,  that  no  overseer  is  entirely  to  be  trusted  :  that 
there  are  few  men  who  have  the  temper  to  administer  wholesome 
laws  to  any  population,  however  small,  without  some  omissions  or 
irregularities ;  and  that  this  is  more  emphatically  true  of  those 
who  administer  them  entirely  at  their  own  will.  On  the  present 
occasion,  in  almost  every  house  where  Frank  entered,  there  was 
some  boon  to  be  asked ;  and  I  observed,  that  in  every  case,  the 
petitioner  was  either  gratified  or  refused  in  such  a  tone  as  left  no 
occasion  or  disposition  to  murmur.  Most  of  the  women  had 
some  bargains  to  offer,  of  fowls  or  eggs  or  other  commodities  of 
household  use,  and  Meriwether  generally  referred  them  to  his 
wife,  who,  I  found,  relied  almost  entirely  on  this  resource,  for  the 


lonilj  of  ndt  coiumoditiea  ;  tlio  negroes  being  regularly  paid 
Ibr  nbktenr  ms  offered  in  this  wij. 

One  old  fellow  bad  «  Bpemkl  bmor  to  aa^ — •  UUlo  inoiy  to 
get «  DBw  padding  for  hia  eaddl^  wliieh,  Iw  aaid,  "gaBadliaan- 
tu'ibidc."  Frank,  after  a  few  jooalar  paawgea  with  the Tefanin, 
gave  him  what  he  desired,  and  aent  him  off  nijiuoiiig. 

"  Thft,  ^,"  eatd  Meriwether,  "  is  no  leoa  a  penwaage  than 
Jointer.  He  is  an  (dd  baehelor,  and  haa  hia  oalwi  here  ea  the 
hilL  H«iaiunrnearBeTentf,andiBakiDdof  KingoftheQaartir. 
He  haa  a  horsey  whioh  he  extorted  from  me  laat  Ohriatmas ;  and 
I  seldom  oome  here  without  finding  myaelf  inrolTod  in  some  new 
demand,  as  a  ooasequence  of  my  donation.  Now  he  wants  a  pur 
of  spurs  which,  I  suppose,  I  must  give  him.  He  is  a  prepoateroiu 
coxcomb,  and  Ned  has  administered  to  hia  vanity  by  a  present  of 
a  cfiajKau  de  bras — a  relic  of  my  military  era,  which  he  wears  on 
Sundays  with  a  conceit  that  has  brought  npon  him  as  mach  envy 
as  admiration — the  usual  condition  of  greatness." 

The  air  of  coDteutment  and  good  humor  and  kind  family  at- 
tachment, which  was  apparent  throughout  this  little  community, 
and  the  familiar  relations  existing  between  them  and  the  proprie- 
tor struck  me  very  pleasantly.  I  came  here  a  stranger,  in  great 
degree,  to  the  negro  character,  knowing  but  little  of  the  domestie 
history  of  these  people,  their  duties,  habits  or  temper,  and  some- 
what disposed,  indeed,  from  prepossesBioos,  to  look  upon  them  as 
Beverelj  dealt  with,  and  expecting  to  have  my  sympathies  excited 
towards  them  as  objeota  of  oommiseration.  I  have  had,  therefore, 
rather  a  special  interest  in  observing  them.  The  contrast  between 
my  preconceptions  of  their  condition  and  the  reality  which  I  have 
witnessed,  haa  brought  me  a  most  agreeable  surprise.  I  vrill  not 
say  that,  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  of  such  self-'dependenoe 
as  they  might  possibly  attain  in  a  separate  national  existeuoe, 
they  might  not  become  a  more  respectable  people ;  but  I  am  quite 
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sure  ihey  never  could  become  a  happier  people  than  I  find  them 
here.  Perhaps  they  arc  destined,  ultimately,  to  that  national  ex- 
istence, in  the  clime  from  which  they  derive  their  origin — that 
this  is  a  transition  state  in  which  we  see  them  in  Virginia.  If  it 
be  so,  no  tribe  of  people  have  ever  passed  from  barbarism  to  civili- 
zation whose  middle  stage  of  progress  has  been  more  secure  from 
harm,  more  genial  to  their  character,  or  better  supplied  with 
mild  and  beneficent  guardianship,  adapted  to  the  actual  state  of 
their  intellectual  feebleness,  than  the  negroes  of  Swallow  Bam. 
And,  from  what  I  can  gather,  it  is  pretty  much  the  same  on  the 
other  estates  in  this  region.  I  hear  of  an  unpleasant  exception 
to  this  remark  now  and  then ;  but  under  such  conditions  as  war- 
rant the  opinion  that  the  unfavorable  case  is  not  more  common 
than  that  which  may  be  found  in  a  survey  of  any  other  depart- 
ment of  society.  The  oppression  of  apprentices,  of  seamen,  of 
soldiers,  of  subordinates,  indeed,  in  every  relation,  may  furnish 
elements  for  a  bead-roll  of  social  grievances  quite  as  striking,  if 
they  were  diligently  noted  and  brought  to  view. 

What  the  negro  is  finally  capable  of,  in  the  way  of  civilization, 
I  am  not  philosopher  enough  to  determine.  In  the  present  stage 
of  his  existence,  he  presenta  himself  to  my  mind  as  essentially 
parasitical  in  his  nature.  I  mean  that  he  is,  in  his  moral  consti- 
tution, a  dependant  upon  the  white  race ;  dependant  for  guidance 
and  direction  even  to  the  procurement  of  his  most  indispensable 
necessaries.  Apart  from  this  protection  he  has  the  helplessness 
of  a  child, — without  foresight,  without  faculty  of  contrivance, 
without  thrift  of  any  kind.  Wo  have  instances,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  this  estate,  of  individuals  of  the  tribe  falling  into  the  most 
deplorable  destitution  from  the  want  of  that  constant  supervision 
which  the  race  seems  to  require.  This  helplessness  may  be  the 
due  and  natoral  impression  which  two  centuries  of  servitude  have 
stamped  upon  the  tribe.    Bat  it  is  not  the  less  a  present  and  in- 
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surmountable  impediment  to  that  most  cruel  of  all  projects— the 
direct,  broad  cmancipatinn  of  tlieae  people  ; — an  act  of  Icgislatiou 
in  conipariEon  with  which  the  revocatioD  of  the  edict  uf  Nuiiivs 
would  be  entitled  to  be  ranked  among  political  benefactinuB.  Ta- 
king inatruction  from  history,  all  organiied  slavery  is  inevitftbly 
but  a  temporary  pbaae  of  Uunuin  condition.  Interest,  neccBailj 
and  instinut^  all  work  to  give  progression  to  the  relations  of  man- 
kind, and  finally  to  elevate  each  tribe  or  race  to  its  maximum  of 
refinement  and  power.  We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
negro  will  be  an  exception  to  this  law. 

At  present.  I  have  said,  he  is  parasitical  He  grows  upward, 
only  HB  the  vine  to  which  natnre  has  supplied  the  sturdy  tree  ai 
n  support  He  is  extravagantly  imitative.  The  older  negroes 
bore  have — with  some  spice  of  comio  mixture  in  it — that  formal, 
grave  and  ostentatious  style  of  manners,  which  belonged  to  the 
gentlemen  of  former  days;  they  arc  profuse  of  bows  and  compli- 
ments, and  very  aristocratic  in  their  way.  The  younger  ones  are 
equally  to  be  remarked  for  aping  the  stylo  of  the  present  time, 
and  especially  for  such  tags  of  dandyism  in  dress  as  oome  within 
their  reach.  Their  fondness  for  music  and  dancing  is  a  predomi- 
nant passion.  I  never  meet  a  negro  man — unless  ho  is  quite  old 
— that  he  is  not  whistling  ;  and  the  women  sing  from  morning  till 
night.  And  as  to  dani^ing,  the  hardest  day's  work  docs  not  re- 
strain their  desire  to  indulge  in  such  pastime.  During  the  har- 
vest, when  their  toil  is  pnslied  to  its  utmost — the  time  being  one 
of  recognized  privileges — they  dance  almost  the  whole  night. 
They  are  great  sportsmen,  too.  They  angle  and  haul  the  seine, 
and  hunt  and  tend  their  traps,  with  a  lest  that  never  grows  weary. 
Their  gayety  of  heart  is  constitutional  and  perennial,  and  when 
they  are  together  they  arc  as  voluble  and  noisy  as  so  many  black- 
birds. In  short,  I  think  them  the  most  good-natured,  careless, 
light-hcartod,  and  happily-constructed  human  beings  I  have  ever 
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seen.  Having  but  few  and  simple  wants,  they  seem  to  me  to  be 
provided  with  every  comfort  which  falls  within  the  ordinary  com- 
pass of  their  wishes ;  and,  I  might  say,  that  they  find  even  more 
enjoyment, — as  that  word  may  be  applied  to  express  positive 
pleasures  scattered  through  the  course  of  daily  occupation — than 
any  other  laboring  people  I  am  acquainted  with. 

I  took  occasion  to  express  these  opinions  to  Meriwether,  and  to 
tell  him  how  much  I  was  struok  by  the  mild  and  kindly  aspect  of 
this  society  at  the  Quarter. 

This,  as  I  expected,  brought  him  into  a  discourse. 

"  The  world,"  said  he,  "  has  begun  very  seriously  to  discuss  the 
evils  of  slavery,  and  the  debate  has  sometimes,  unfortunately,  been 
levelled  to  the  comprehension  of  our  negroes,  and  pains  have  even 
been  taken  that  it  should  reach  them.  I  believe  there  arc  but  few 
men  who  may  not  be  persuaded  that  they  suffer  some  wrong  in 
the  organization  of  society — for  society,  has  many  wrongs,  both 
accidental  and  contrived,  in  its  structure.  Extreme  poverty  is, 
perhaps,  always  a  wrong  done  to  the  individual  upon  whom  it  is 
cast.  Society  can  have  no  honest  excuse  for  starving  a  human 
being.  I  dare  say  you  can  follow  out  that  train  of  thought  and 
find  numerous  evils  to  complain  of.  Ingenious  ^en,  some  of  them 
not  very  honest,  have  found  in  these  topics  themes  for  agitation 
and  popular  appeal  in  all  ages.  How  likely  are  they  to  find,  in 
this  question  of  slavery,  a  theme  for  the  highest  excitement ;  and, 
especially,  how  easy  is  it  to  inflame  the  passions  of  these  untu- 
tored and  unreckoning  people,  our  black  population,  with  this 
subject !  F6r  slavery,  as  an  original  question,  is  wholly  without 
justification  or  defence.  It  is  theoretically  and  morally  wrong — 
and  fanatical  and  one-sided  thinkers  will  call  its  continuance,  even 
for  a  day,  a  wrong,  under  any  modification  of  it.  But,  surely,  if 
these  people  are  consigned  to  our  care  by  the  accident,  or,  what 
is  worse,  the  premeditated  policy  which  has  put  them  upon  our  com- 
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iDonwo&ltli.  tbe  grent  duty  tlint  is  left  to  ua  is,  to  shape  ( 
ooDduct,  ill  ri^ftireiico  to  ihcui,  bj  a  wIgo  n.nd  beneficent  conn- 
deration  of  the  case  as  it  exiets,  uid  to  iidrainister  wLolesome 

'  l&Ds  lur  tlieir  govcrnineiit,  making  tboir  et^rritude  as  tolerable  to 
thorn  as  wo  cbu  oonsistently  witli  our  own  §afely  and  their  ulti- 

'  mate  good.  We  ehoutd  not  be  justified  in  taking  the  hatard  of 
internal  oonvnlBionH  to  gel  rid  of  them  ;  nor  have  we  a  right,  in 
the  desire  to  free  ourselves,  to  wliolm  them  in  greater  evils  than 

.  tlieir  preeent  bondage.  A  violent  removal  of  thorn,  or  a  general 
emancipaUon,  would  assuredly  produce  one  or  the  other  of  these 
oaUmitics.  Hns  any  sensible  man,  who  takes  a  different  view  of 
this  subject,  ever  refleetcd  upon  the  consequences  of  committing 
two  or  three  millions  of  persons,  horn  and  bred  in  a  state  so  com- 
pletely dependent  as  that  of  slavery — so  unfornished,  so  nnintel- 
leotnal,  so  utterly  helpless,  I  may  say — to  all  the  responsibilitiea, 
eares  and  labors  of  a  state  of  freedom  1  Must  he  not  acICnow- 
ledge,  that  the  utmost  we  could  give  them  would  be  but  a  nominal 
freedom,  in  doing  which  we  should  be  guilty  of  a  cruel  desertion 
of  our  trust — inevitably  leading  them  to  progressive  debasement, 
peiiury,oppresBion.  and  finally  to  extermination}  I  would  not  argue 
with  that  man  whoH  bigotry  to  a  sentiment  was  so  blind  and  so  &- 
tal  B8  to  insist  on  this  expedient  When  the  time  comes,  as  I  appre- 
hend it  will  come, — and  all  the  sooner,  if  it  be  not  delayed  bj 
these  efibrts  to  arouse  something  like  a  vindictive  feeling  between 
the  disputants  on  both  sides — in  which  the  roots  of  slavery  will, 
begin  to  lose  their  hold  in  our  soil ;  and  when  we  shall  have  the 
means  for  providing  these  people  a  proper  asylum,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  the  State  devote  her  thoughts  to  that  enterprise,  and,  if  I 
am  alive,  will  cheerfully  and  gratefully  assist  in  it.  In  the  mean 
time,  we  owe  it  to  justice  and  humanity  to  treat  these  people  with 
the  most  considerate  kindness.  As  to  what  are  ordinarily  itna- 
gined  to  be  the  evila  er  infilBriDgB  of  their  oondition,  I  do  not  be- 
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lieye  in  them.  The  evil  is  generally  felt  on  the  side  of  the  master. 
Less  work  is  exacted  of  them  than  voluntary  laborers  choose  to 
perform :  they  have  as  many  privileges  as  are  compatible  with  the 
nature  of  their  occupations :  they  are  subsisted,  in  general,  as 
comfortably — ^nay,  in  their  estimation  of  comforts,  more  comforta- 
bly, than  the  rural  population  of  other  countries.  And  as  to  the 
severities  that  are  alleged  to  be  practised  upon  them,  there  is 
much  more  malice  or  invention  than  truth  in  the  accusation.  The 
slaveholders  in  this  region  are,  in  the  main,  men  of  kind  and  hu- 
mane tempers — as  pliant  to  the  touch  of  compassion,  and  as  sen- 
sible of  its  duties,  as  the  best  men  in  any  community,  and  as  little 
disposed  to  inflict  injury  upon  their  dependents.  Indeed,  the 
owner  of  slaves  is  less  apt  to  be  harsh  in  his  requisitions  of  labor 
than  those  who  toil  much  themselves.  I  suspect  it  is  invariably 
characteristic  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  severely  tasking 
themselves,  that  they  are  inclined  to  regulate  their  demands  upon 
others  by  their  own  standard.  Our  slaves  are  punished  for  mis- 
demeanors, pretty  much  as  disorderly  persons  are  punished  in  all 
societies ;  and  I  am  quite  of  opinion  that  our  statistics  of  crime 
and  punishment  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  other 
population.  But  the  punishment,  on  our  side,  is  remarked  as  the 
personal  act  of  the  master ;  whilst,  elsewhere,  it  goes  free  of  ill- 
natured  comment,  because  it  b  set  down  to  the  course  of  justice. 
We,  therefore,  suffer  a  reproach  which  other  polities  escape,  and  the 
conclusion  is  made  an  item  of  complaint  against  slavery. 

"  It  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  our  legislation  to  provide 
against  the  ill-treatment  of  our  negro  population.  I  heartily 
concur  in  all  effective  laws  to  punish  cruelty  in  masters.  Pub- 
lic opinion  on  that  subject,  however,  is  even  stronger  than  law, 
and  no  man  can  hold  up  his  head  in  this  community  who  b 
chargeable  with  mal-treatment  of  his  slaves. 

''One  thing  I  desire  you  speoially  to  note:    the  question 
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of  enuuicipatioa  is  cxdiuirel;  our  own,  bad  every  i 
dling  wilh  it  from  abroad  will  but  mar  its  chauco  of  suom^ 
We  eannot  but  regvd  such  interference  as  an  unwarrantable  tail 
tniaahievous  design  to  do  us  injury,  anil,  tlierefore,  ire  resent 
it — aometimea,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  oven  to  the  point  of  inTolTiD^ 
tbo  innoccDt  negro  in  the  rigor  which  it  provokes.  We  think, 
and,  indeed,  we  know,  that  we  alone  arc  able  to  deal  properly  with 
the  subject;  all  others  are  misled  by  the  feeling  which  the  nato- 
r«l  BentJmoDt  against  slavery,  in  the  abstract,  excites.  Thtiy  act 
under  imperfect  knowledge  and  impulsive  prejudioes  which  are 
totally  incompatible  with  wise  action  on  any  subject  We,  on  the 
contrary,  have  every  motive  to  calm  and  prudent  oonnseL  Our 
lives,  fortnoes,  families — our  oommoDWcalth  itself,  are  put  at  the 
hazard  of  thb  rcsolva  Ton  gentlemen  of  the  North  greatly  mi»: 
apprehend  ua,  if  you  suppose  that  we  arc  in  love  with  this  slave 
institution — or  that,  for  the  most  part,  wc  even  deem  it  profit»ble 
to  us.  There  are  umongat  us,  it  is  true,  some  persona  who  are 
inclined  to  be  fanatiual  on  this  side  of  the  question,  and  who  bring 
thcmselvea  to  adopt  sonic  bold  dogm&s  tending  to  these  extreme 
views — and  it  is  not  oat  of  the  course  of  events  that  the  violence  of 
the  agitations  against  us  may  lead  ultimately  to  a  wide  adopUon 
of  these  dogmas  amongst  the  alaveholding  States.  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  men  to  recalcitrate  against  continual  assault,  and, 
through  the  ical  of  such  opposition,  to  run  into  ultraisms  which 
cannot  bo  defended.  But  at  present,  I  am  sure  the  Sonthem 
sentiment  on  this  question  is  temperate  and  wise,  and  that  we 
neither  regard  slavery  as  a  good,  nor  acconnt  it,  except  in  some  fa- 
vorable conditions,  aa  profitable.  The  most  wo  can  say  of  it  is  that, 
ns  matters  stand,  it  is  the  best  auxiliary  within  our  reach. 

"  Without  troubling  you  with  further  reflections  upon  a  doll 
subject,  my  conclusion  is  that  the  real  friends  of  humanity 
should  ootupire  to  allay  the  fermenta  on  this  qoeBtion,  and,  eren 
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at  some  cost,  to  endeavor  to  encourage  the  natural  contentment 
of  the  slave  himself,  by  arguments  to  reconcile  him  to  a  present 
destiny,  which  is,  in  fact,  more  free  from  sorrow  and  want  than 
that  of  almost  any  other  class  of  men  occupying  the  same  field  of 
labor." 

Meriwether  was  about  to  finish  his  discourse  at  this  point, 
when  a  new  vein  of  thought  struck  him : 

^  It  has  sometimes  occurred  to  me,"  he  continued,  '^  that  we 
might  elevate  our  slave  population,  very  advantageously  to  them 
and  to  us,  by  some  reforms  in  our  code.  I  think  we  are  justly 
liable  to  reproach,  for  the  neglect  or  omission  of  our  laws  to  re- 
cognize and  regulate  marriages,  and  the  relation  of  family  amongst 
the  negroes.  We  owe  it  to  humanity  and  to  the  sacred  obliga- 
tion of  Christian  ordinances,  to  respect  and  secure  the  bonds  of 
husband  and  wife,  and  parent  and  child.  I  am  ashamed  to  ac- 
knowledge that  I  have  no  answer  to  make,  in  the  way  of  justifica- 
tion of  this  neglect.  We  have  no  right  to  put  man  and  wife 
asunder.  The  law  should  declare  this,  and  forbid  the  separation 
under  any  contingency,  except  of  crime.  It  should  be  equally 
peremptory  in  forbidding  the  coercive  separation  of  children  from 
the  mother — at  least  during  that  period  when  the  one  requires 
the  care  of  the  other.  A  disregard  of  th^se  attachments  has  brought 
more  odium  upon  the  conditions  of  servitude  than  all  the  rest  of 
its  imputed  hardships ;  and  a  suitable  provision  for  them  would 
tend  greatly  to  gratify  the  feelings  of  benevolent  and  conscien- 
tious slaveholders,  whilst  it  would  disarm  all  considerate  and  fair- 
minded  men,  of  what  they  deem  the  strongest  objection  to  the 
existing  relations  of  master  and  slave. 

"  I  have  also  another  reform  to  propose,"  said  Meriwether, 
smiling.  ''  It  is,  to  establish  by  law,  an  upper  or  privileged  class 
of  slaves — selecting  them  from  the  most  deserving,  above  the  age 
of  forty-five  years.     These  I  would  endue  with  something  of  a 


IbnU^notar.  Titer  draold  be eafiOed  to Md  iMlt  faMU 
of  buid  under  their  muten^TstidariHg  Sir  it  k«riaiBnBt,p7>- 
lile  etthn  in  peraanal  anrioe  w  mooej.  Tbey^riwold  Im  dented 
iato  tiui  daa  thnni^  laiBa  ooder  of  eonrl|4kqiided  «i  eortifieelM 
of  good  oondBet,  and  lowing  tke  anent  rf  the  master.  An^  I 
ftink  I  VDotd  eteate  legal  juisdiotMntB,  pring  tbo  maatenur 
■teeardaOTflanderiminJ  jodirtalaaUiority.  I  ham  aome  dream 
of  a  project  cftUa  kind  IB  nyheftd,"  be  oontinaed, "  wbieji  X  have 
Mi  MI7  matarad  aa  jet  Ton  will  tUnk,  Hr.  Littleton,  tliat  I 
aat  a  nan  of  edwrnea,  if  I  go  on  anA  tongo' — hv%  there  ia  aoBe- 
tting  in  this  notion  lAidi  rnrnj  be  improred  to  advantage,  and  I 
Aoold  like,  myael^  to  b^in  the  «zpertment.  Jiqnter,  hflre,ehaH 
be  my  Erst  feudatory — my  tenant  in  socage— my  old  yilliin!" 

"I  BoBpect,"  said  I.  "  Jupit«r  considers  that  his  dignity  is  not 
to  be  enhanced  by  any  cnlargemeat  of  privilege,  as  long  as  he  is 
allowed  to  nallc  about  in  his  military  hat  as  King  of  the  Qnarter." 

"  Perhaps  not,"  replied  Meriwether,  laughing ;  "  then  I  shall 
be  forced  to  make  my  commencement  upon  Carey." 

"  Carey,"  inteimpted  Hazard, '-  would  think  it  email  promo- 
tion to  be  allowed  to  hold  land  under  yon  I" 

"  Faith !  I  shall  be  without  a  feudatory  to  begin  with,"  said 
Heriwethor.  "  Bat  oome  with  me  ;  I  hare  a  visit  to  make  to  the 
cabin  of  old  Lucy." 
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Lucy's  cottage  was  removed  from  the  rest  of  the  cabins,  and 
seemed  to  sleep  in  the  shade  of  a  wood  upon  the  skirts  of  which 
it  was  situated  In  full  view  from  it  was  a  narrow  creek,  or 
navigable  inlet  from  the  river,  which  was  seen  glittering  in  the 
sunshine  through  the  screen  of  cedars  and  shrubbery  that  grew 
upon  its  banks.  A  garden  occupied  the  little  space  in  front  of 
the  habitation ;  and  here,  with  some  evidence  of  a  taste  for  embel- 
lishment which  I  had  not  seen  elsewhere  in  this  negro  hamlet,  flow- 
ers were  planted  in  order  along  the  line  of  the  inclosure,  and  shot 
up  with  a  gay  luxuriance.  A  draw-well  was  placed  in  the  middle 
of  this  garden,  and  some  few  fruit-trees  were  clustered  about  it 
These  improvements  had  their  origin  in  past  years,  and  o\^^d 
their  present  preservation  to  the  thrifty  care  of  the  daughter  of 
the  aged  inhabitant,  a  spruce,  decent  and  orderly  woman,  who  had 
been  nurtured  among  the  family  servants  at  Swallow  Barn,  and 
now  resided  in  the  cabin,  the  sole  attendant  upon  her  mother. 

When  we  arrived  at  this  little  dwelling,  Lucy  was  alone,  her 
daughter  having,  a  little  while  before,  left  her  to  make  a  visit  to 
the  family  mansion.  The  old  woman's  form  showed  the  double 
havoc  of  age  and  disease.  She  was  bent  forward,  and  sat  near 
her  hearth,  with  her  elbows  resting  on  her  knees ;  and  her  hands 


^  vUok  ahe  gmpei  a  fikAed  and  tetteed  handkerddef)  119- 
pottid  ker  dun.  81m  «m  iMatiiig  a  ■hori  and  dingj  fupe ;  ud, 
n  tbe  weak  aad  oUUiah  mwnBg  of  a^  «aa  beating  one  foot 
lyon  tlMioQrwitliar^gnlarandra^itrQke,Babha8  isoommoa 
ta  naiaea  vfaoi  Mfing  a  ehiM  to  deepi  Her  gray  hMmmm 
eofcrcd  vith  a  eip;  and  ber  attire  geneiallj  ezhiluted  an  men- 
tian  to  rlwmlinfi,  whiflii  ihowed  the  emeem  of  her  dangfaterfor 

The  lamij  Ibmitare  of  the  room  eorresponded^lrith  the  ap- 
pcaianee  of  Ha  innate.  It  vaa  tidj  and  oonTenient,  and  then 
vore  eren  bobm  ■anJfJwrtatiiHMt  trf  Jhrt  amhitioiu  Tanity  of  a  female 
in  the  fragmenta  of  looking  glaWj  and  the  amall  framed  printe 
that  hung  against  the  walls.  A  pensive  partner  in  the  quiet 
comfort  of  this  little  apartment,  was  a  large  cat,  that  sat  perched 
npon  the  sill  of  the  open  window,  and  looked  demurely  out  upon 
the  garden, — as  if  soherly  rebuking  the  tawdry  and  gairish  bevy 
of  sunflowers  that  erected  their  talL  spinster-like  figures  so  near 
that  they  almost  thrust  their  heads  into  the  room. 

For  the  first  few  moments  after  our  arrival,  the  old  woman 
seemed  to  be  unconscious  of  our  presence.  Meriwether  spoke  to 
her  without  receiving  an  answer ;  and.  at  last,  after  repeating  his 
salutation  two  or  three  times,  she  raised  her  feeble  eyes  towards 
him.  and  made  only  a  slight  recognition  by  a  bow.  Whether  it 
was  that  his  voice  became  more  familiar  to  her  ear,  or  that  her 
memory  was  suddenly  resuscitated,  after  her  master  had  ad- 
dressed some  questions  to  her.  she  all  at  onoe  brightened  up  into 
a  lively  conviction  of  the  person  of  her  visitor ;  and,  as  a  smile 
played  across  her  features,  she  exclaimed, — 

*^  God  bless  the  young  master  !  I  didn't  know  him.  He  has 
oome  to  see  poor  old  mammy  Lucy !" 

"^  And  how  is  the  old  woman  ?"  asked  Meriwether,  stooping  to 
speak,  almost  in  her  ear. 
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"  She  hasn't  got  far  to  go,"  replied  Lucy.  "  They  are  a-com- 
ing  for  her : — they  tell  me  every  night  that  they  are  a-coming  to 
take  her  away." 

"  Who  are  coming?"  inquired  Frank. 

^  They  that  told  the  old  woman,"  she  returned,  looking  up 
wildly  and  speaking  in  a  louder  voice,  ^  that  they  buried  his 
body  in  the  sands  of  the  sea. — " 

Saying  these  words,  she  began  to  open  out  the  ragged  hand- 
kerchief which,  until  now,  she  had  held  in  her  clenched  hand. — 
"  They  brought  me  this  in  the  night,"  she  continued, — ^^  and  then, 
I  knew  it  was  true." 

In  the  pause  that  followed,  the  old  negro  remained  in  pro- 
found silence,  during  which  the  tears  ran  down  her  checks. 
After  some  minutes  she  seemed  suddenly  to  check  her  feelings 
and  said,  with  energy, — 

"  I  told  them  it  was  a  lie :  and  so  it  was  I — The  old  woman 
knew  better  than  them  all.  Master  Frank  didn't  know  it,  and 
Miss  Lucretia  didn't  know  it,  but  mammy  Lucy,  if  she  is  old, 
knew  it  well  I — Five  years  last  February! — How  many  years, 
honey,  do  you  think  a  ship  may  keep  going  steady  on  without 
stopping  ? — It  is  a  right  long  time, — isn't  it,  honey  ?" 

This  exhibition  of  drivelling  dotage  was  attended  with  many 
other  incoherent  expressions  that  I  have  not  thought  it  worth 
while  to  notice ;  and  I  would  not  have  troubled  my  reader  with 
these  seemingly  unmeaning  effusions  of  a  mind  in  the  last  stages 
of  senility,  if  they  had  not  some  reference  to  the  circumstances  I 
am  about  to  relate.  The  scene  grew  painful  to  us  as  we  pro- 
longed our  visit;  and  therefore,  after  some  kind  words  to  the  old 
woman,  we  took  our  departure.  As  we  returned  to  Swallow 
Barn,  Frank  Meriwether  gave  me  the  particulars  of  old  Lucy's 
pathetic  history,  which  I  have  woven,  with  as  much  fidelity  as 
my  memory  allows,  into  the  following  simple  and  somewhat  mel- 
ancholy narrative. 
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]mn,had  «na|^  Aab  arffiwir^nuiMi  «bl  iiit,tbente- 
nsLaksdii^pMndfr<nittiiM«rtiliti9a;  miA  AnkiaBM- 
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Th«  7Miig«M,lnlMa,4riM«dHUnB  wHaaasdAfankaB 
— niuTcrsftDj  called  Abe.  AH  belbra  Abe  h*A  arrired  kt  maa- 
hood,  and  bad  boeo  snccessWely  diemiBsed  from  Lacjs  c*biD,  u 

Atbej  reached  the  age  fit  to  render  tbom  sarriceable,  with  that 
satisfied  unconecrD  that  belongs  to  a  negro  mother  who  trusts  to 

)  the  kindness  of  her  master.  This  familj  waa  remarkable  for  itt 
intelligence ;  and  those  who  had  already  left  the  maternal  nest 
had,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  (ixoeptiona,  been  selected  for  the 
mechanical  employments  npon  tbe  estate : — the;  vere  shoe- 
makers, weavers,  or  carpenters;  and  were  held  in  esteem  for 
their  industry  and  good  character.  Abe,  however,  was  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  respectability  of  Lake''H  desoendauts.  He 
was,  at  the  period  to  which  my  Bjt|)ry  refers,  an  athletic  and  sin- 
gularly actiTe  lad,  rapidly  approaching  to  manhood ;  with  a  frame 
not  remarkable  for  size,  bnt  well  knit,  and  of  nnconuaooly  sym- 
metrical proportions  for  the  race  to  which  he  belonged.  He  had 
nothing  of  the  flat  nose  and  broad  Up  of  bis  tribe, — ^bnt  his  faoe 
was  rather  moulded  with  tbe  prevailing  obaraoterisUos  of  the  ne- 
groes of  the  West  Indies.  There  was  an  expression  of  courage 
in  bis  eye  that  answered  to  the  complexion  of  his  mind :  he  was 
noted  for  his  spirit,  and  bis  occasional  bursts  of  passion,  which, 
eren  in  his  boyhood,  rendered  bim  an  olgect  of  fear  to  his  older 
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r^on,  that,  in  the  stormiest  period  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States,  and  when  the  whole  disposahle  force  of  the  country  was 
engrossed  in  the  conduct  of  a  fearful  conflict,  the  slaves  of  Vir- 
ginia were  not  only  passive  to  the  pressure  of  a  yoke  which  the 
philosophy  of  this  age  affects  to  consider  as  the  most  intolerable 
of  burthens,  but  they  also,  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  were  found 
in  the  ranks,  by  the  side  of  their  masters,  sharing  with  them  the 
most  formidable  dangers,  and  manifesting  their  attachment  by 
heroic  gallantry. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Hazard  was  not  unmindful 
of  his  trusty  servant.  Luke  had  grown  into  a  familiar  but  re- 
spectful intimacy  with  his  master,  and  occupied  a  station  about 
his  person  of  the  most  confidential  nature.  My  uncle  scarcely 
ever  rode  out  without  him,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  consulting 
him  upon  many  lesser  matters  relating  to  the  estate,  with  a 
seriousness  that  showed  the  value  he  set  upon  Luke's  judgment. 
He  offered  Luke  his  freedom ;  but  the  domestic  desired  no 
greater  liberty  than  he  then  enjoyed,  and  would  not  entertain  the 
idea  of  any  possible  separation  from  the  family.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  an  unavailing,  formal  grant  of  manumission,  my  uncle 
gave  Luke  a  few  acres  of  ground,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Quarter,  and  provided  him  a  comfortable  cabin.  Before  the  war 
had  terminated,  Luke  had  married  Lucy,  a  slave  who  had  been 
reared  in  the  family,  as  a  lady's  maid,  and,  occasionally,  as  a 
nurse  to  the  children  at  Swallow  Barn.  Things  went  on  very 
smoothly  with  them,  for  many  years.  But,  at  length,  Luke 
waxed  old,  and  began  to  grow  rheumatic ;  and,  by  degrees,  re- 
tired from  his  customary  duties,  which  were  rendered  lighter  as 
his  infirmities  increased.  Lucy,  from  the  spry  and  saucy-eyed 
waiting-woman,  was  fast  changing  into  a  short,  fat  and  plethoric 
old  dame.  Her  looks  accumulated  the  frost  of  each  successive 
winter ;  and  she,  too,  fell  back  upon  the  reserve  of  comfort  laid 


nesaes  of  the  low-conntry  swamps,  from  whence  they  aonojeO  the 
Tiointty  by  noetnrnal  incursiotis  of  the  raost  lawless  character. 
MolhiDg  but  the  interference  of  Meriwether,  at  the  earnest  im- 
plorings  of  Luoy,  saved  Abe,  on  this  occasion,  from  public  justice 
Abe  w&B  obliged  ia  coDseqaence  to  he  removed  altogether  from 
the  estate,  and  eonaigned  to  another  sphere  of  aotioQ. 

Meriwether  revolveil  this  matter  with  great  deliberation  ;  and, 
at  length,  determined  to  put  his  refractory  bondsman  in  the 
charge  of  one  of  the  pilots  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  whom,  it  wns 
supposed,  he  might  become  a  valuable  acquisition ; — his  active, 
iDtelligent  and  intrepid  character  being  well  suited  to  the  peril- 
ous nature  of  that  Eerviee.  The  arrangements  for  this  purpose 
were  speedily  made,  and  the  day  of  his  removal  drew  ntgh. 

It  was  a  curioua  speculation,  on  the  part  of  the  family,  and 
an  unplcaeant  one.  to  see  how  Lucy  would  hear  this  scparatioo. 
The  negroes,  like  all  other  dependants,  are  marked  by  an  ahun 
dant  spirit  of  aaaentation.  They  generally  agree  to  whatever  is 
proposed  to  their  minds,  by  their  superiors,  with  an  aoquiescence 
that  has  the  show  of  conviction.  But,  it  is  very  hard  to  convince 
the  mind  of  a  mother,  of  the  justice  of  the  sentence  that  deprives 
her  of  her  obild, — especially  a  poor,  unlearned,  negro  motlier. 
Lucy  heard  all  the  arguments  to  justify  the  necessity  of  sending 
Abe  abroad ;  assented  to  all ;  bowed  her  head,  as  if  entirely  con- 
vinced ; — and  thought  it — very  hard.  She  was  told  that  it  was 
the  only  expedient  to  save  him  from  prison;  she  admitted  it; 
but  atill  said — that  it  was  a  vory  cruel  thing  to  sever  mother  and 
son.  It  was  a  source  of  unutterable  anguish  to  her,  which  no 
kindness  on  the  part  of  the  family  could  mitigate.  Forgetting 
Abe's  growth  to  manhood,  his  delinquencies,  the  torments  he  had 
iiiceasantly  inflicted  upon  lier  peace,  and  unmindful  of  the  numer- 
ous children  that,  with  their  dcfioendants,  were  still  around  her, 
she  seemed  to  bo  engrossed  by  her  affection  for  this  worthless 
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scion  of  her  stock ; — showing  how  entirely  the  unreasoning  in- 
stincts of  the  animal  sway  the  human  mind,  in  its  uneducated 
condition.  All  the  considerations  that  proved  Abe's  banishment 
a  necessary,  and,  eyen  for  himself^  a  judicious  measure,  seemed 
only  to  afford  additional  reinforcements  to  the  unquenchable 
dotings  of  the  mother. 

From  the  time  of  the  discoTcry  of  the  transgression  which 
brought  down  upon  Abe  the  sentence  that  was  to  remoTC  him 
from  Swallow  Barn,  until  the  completion  of  the  preliminary 
arrangements  for  his  departure,  he  was  left  in  a  state  of  anxious 
uncertainty  as  to  his  fate.  He  was  afraid  to  be  seen  at  large,  as 
some  risk  was  hinted  to  him  of  seizure  by  the  public  authorities ; 
and  he,  therefore,  confined  himself,  with  a  sullen  and  dejected 
silence,  in  Lucy's  cabin, — seldom  yenturing  beyond  the  threshold ; 
and,  when  he  did  so,  it  was  with  the  stealthy  and  suspicious  mo- 
tion which  is  observable  in  that  class  of  animals  that  pursue  their 
prey  by  night,  when  induced  to  stir  abroad  in  daytime. 

It  is  a  trait  in  the  dispositions  of  the  negroes  on  the  old 
plantations,  to  cling  with  more  than  a  freeman's  interest  to  the 
spot  of  their  nativity.  They  have  a  strong  attachment  to  the 
places  connected  with  their  earlier  associations, — ^what  in  phreno- 
logy is  called  inhabitivencss  ; — and  the  pride  of  remaining  in  one 
family  of  masters,  and  of  being  transmitted  to  its  posterity  with 
all  their  own  generations,  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  features 
in  these  negro  clans.  Being  a  people  of  simple  combinations  and 
limited  fi^ulty  for  speculative  pleasures,  they  are  a  contented 
race, — not  much  disturbed  by  the  desire  of  novelty.  Abe  was  not 
yet  informed  whether  he  was  to  be  sold  to  a  distant  owner,  given 
over  to  public  punishment,  or  condemned  to  some  domestic  dis- 
grace. Apparently,  he  did  not  much  care  which  : — his  natural 
resoluteness  had  made  him  dogged. 

It  was  painful,  during  this  period,  to  see  his  mother.     In  all 
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lespeeto  unlike  himaelfl  aha  suffered  intenidy ;  uid,  tboug^lioeiT 
with  sixty  winters,  hoTored  about  him,  with  that  busy  assiduity 
which  is  one  of  the  simplest  forms  in  which  anxiety  and  grief  are 
mpi  to  show  themselves.  She  abandoned  her  usual  employments, 
and  passed  almost  all  her  time  within  her  cabin,  in  a  fretful  sub- 
seryiency  to  his  wants ;  and,  what  might  seem  to  be  incompatible 
with  this  strong  emotion  of  attachment^ — though,  in  &ot,  it  was 
one  of  the  evidences  of  its  existence, — ^her  tone  of  addressing  him 
was  that  of  reprimand,  seldom  substituted  by  the  language  of  pity 
or  tenderness.  I  mention  this,  because  it  illustrates  one  point  of 
the  negro  character..  She  provided  for  him,  as  for  a  sickly  duld, 
what  little  delicacies  her  affluence  afforded ;  and,  with  a  furtive 
indudtrj;  plied  her  needle  through  the  livelong  night,  in  making 
up,  from  the  scanty  materials  at  her  command,  such  articles  of 
dress  as  might  be  found  or  fancied  to  be  useful  to  him,  in  the 
uncertain  changes  that  awaited  him.  In  these  preparations  there 
was  even  seen  a  curious  attention  to  matters  that  might  servo 
only  to  gratify  his  vanity  ;  some  fantastical  and  tawdry  personal 
ornaments  were  to  be  foui\d  amongst  the  stock  of  necessaries 
which  her  foresight  was  thus  providing. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  tedious  in  thus  minutely  remark- 
ing the  trifles  that  were  observable  in  the  conduct  of  the  old 
domestic  on  this  occasion.  My  purpose  is  to  bring  to  the  view  of 
my  reader  an  exhibition  of  the  natural  forms  in  which  the  passions 
are  displayed  in  those  lowest  and  humblest  of  the  departments  of 
human  society,  and  to  represent  truly  a  class  of  people  to  whom 
justice  has  seldom  been  done,  and  who  possess  many  points  of 
character  well  calculated  to  win  them  a  kind  and  amiable  judg- 
ment from  the  world.  They  are  a  neglected  race,  who  seem  to 
have  been  excluded  from  the  pale  of  human  sympathy,  from 
mistaken  opinions  of  their  quality,  no  less  than  from  the  unpre- 
tending lowliness  of  their  position.     To  me,  they  have  always 
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appeared  as  a  people  of  agreeable  pecaiiarities,  and  not  without 
much  of  the  picturesque  in  the  deyelopmcnt  of  their  habits  and 
feelings. 

When  it  was,  at  last,  announced  that  Abe  was  to  be  disposed 
of  in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned,  the  tidings  were  received  by 
the  mother  and  son  variously,  according  to  their  respective  tem- 
pers. Lucy  knew  no  difference  between  a  separation  by  a  hundred 
or  a  thousand  miles :  she  counted  none  of  the  probabilities  of 
future  intercourse  ;  and  the  traditionary  belief  in  the  danger  of 
the  seas,  with  their  unknown  monsters,  and  all  the  frightful  stories 
of  maritime  disaster,  rose  upon  her  imagination  with  a  terrifying 
presage  of  ill  to  her  boy.  Abe,  on  the  other  hand,  received  the 
intelligence  with  the  most  callous  unconcern.  He  was  not  of  a 
frame  to  blench  at  peril,  or  fear  misfortune ;  and  his  behavior 
rather  indicated  resentment  at  the  authority  that  was  exercised 
over  him.  than  anxiety  for  the  issue.  For  a  time,  he  mused  over 
this  feeling  in  sullan  silence :  but,  as  the  expected  change  of  his 
condition  became  the  subject  of  constant  allusion  among  hit 
associates,  and  as  the  little  community  in  which  he  had  always 
lived  gathered  around  him,  with  some  signs  of  unusual  interest, 
to  talk  over  the  nature  of  his  employments,  a  great  deal  reached 
his  ears  from  the  older  negroes,  that  opened  upon  his  mind  a 
train  of  perceptions  highly  congenial  to  the  latent  properties  of  his 
character.  His  imagination  was  awakened  by  the  attractions  of 
this  field  of  adventure  ;  by  the  free  roving  of  the  sailor ;  and  by 
the  tumultuous  and  spirit-stirring  roar  of  the  ocean,  as  they  were 
pictured  to  him  in  story.  His  person  grew  erect,  his  limbs  ex- 
panded to  their  natural  motion,  and  he  onoe  more  walked  with 
the  light  step  and  buoyant  feelings  of  his  young  and  wayward 
nature. 

The  time  of  departure  arrived.     A  sloop  that  had  been  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  creek,  opposite  to  Lucy's  cabin,  was  just  prepar- 
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He  Blood  in  the  ^onp.  with  his  corncob  pipe,  puffing  the  smoke 

bom  his  bobter-lipa,  with  lugnbrionsljr  lengthened  riaage. 

The  two  boatmcD  pressed  into  the  crowd  to  spcsk  to  Lnoj, 
bnt  were  Arrested  bj  the  solemn  Jeff,  who,  thrusting  oat  his 
broad,  homj  band,  and  planting  it  upon  the  breast  of  the  fore- 
moat,  whispered,  in  a  half  audible  Toice, — "  The  old  woman's 
taking  on  ! — wait  a  bit — she'll  speak  presentlj  !" 

With  these  words,  the  whole  company  fell  into  silence  and 
continued  to  gaie  at  the  mother.  Abe  looked  up,  from  the  plaee 
waerc  ae  sat,  through  bis  ejclaabea,  at  the  little  circle,  with  an 
awkwardly  counterfeited  smile  playing  through  the  tears  that 
filled  bis  eyes. 

"  It  a'moat  goes  to  kill  her,"  whispered  one  of  the  wonen  to 
ner  neighbor. 

"  I've  seen  women,"  said  Jeff,  "  this  here  way,  afore  in  my 
time:  they  can  bear  a  monstrous  sight  But,  when  they  can  once 
speak,  then  it'B  done, — you  see." 

Lucy  was  now  approached  by  two  or  three  of  the  old  women, 
who  began  to  urge  some  feeble  topics  of  consolation  in  her  ear.  in 
tbat  simple  phrase  which  nature  supplies,  and  which  had  more  of 
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encouragement  in  its  tones  than  in  the  words :  but  the  only  re« 
sponse  extracted  was  a  mute  shake  of  the  head,  and  a  sorrowful 
uplifting  of  the  eye,  accompanied  by  a  closer  grasp  of  the  hands 
of  Abe. 

*'  It's  no  use,"  said  Jeff,  as  he  poured  a  volume  of  smoke  from 
his  mouth,  and  spoke  in  a  deep  voice,  in  the  dialect  of  his  people, — 
^  it's  no  use  till  nature  takes  its  own  way.  When  the  tide  over 
yonder  (pointing  to  the  river)  comes  up,  speeches  arn't  going  to 
send  it  back:  when  an  old  woman's  heart  is  full  it's  just  like  the 
tide." 

'^  The  wind  is  taking  hold  of  the  sail,"  said  one  of  the  boat- 
men, who  until  now  had  not  interfered  in  the  scene,  ''  and  the 
captain  has  no  time  to  stay." 

Lucy  looked  up  and  directed  her  eye  to  the  sloop,  whose  can- 
vas was  alternately  filling  and  shaking  in  the  wind,  as  the  boat 
vacillated  in  her  position.  The  last  moment  had  come.  The 
mother  arose  from  her  scat,  at  the  same  instant  with  her  son,  and 
flung  herself  upon  his  neck,  where  she  wept  aloud. 

"  Didn't  I  tell  you  so  !"  whispered  JeflF  to  some  old  crones ; 
^'  when  it  can  get  out  of  the  bosom  by  the  eyes,  it  carries  a  mon- 
strous load  with  it." 

"  To  be  sure !"  exclaimed  the  beldams,  which  is  a  form  of 
interjection  amongst  the  negroes,  to  express  both  assent  and 
wonder. 

This  burst  of  feeling  had  its  expected  e£fect  upon  Lucy.  She 
seemed  to  be  suddenly  relieved,  and  was  able  to  address  a  few 
short  words  of  parting  to  Abe :  then  taking  from  the  plaits  of 
her  bosom,  a  small  leather  purse  containing  a  scant  stock  of  sil- 
ver.— the  hoard  of  past  years — she  put  it  into  the  unresisting 
liand  of  Abe.  The  boy  looked  at  the  faded  bag  for  a  moment, 
and  gathering  up  something  like  a  smile  upon  his  face,  he  forced 
the  money  back  upon  his  mother,  himself  replacing  it  in  the  bosom 


^^^^  dn^  "  1  on  dont  tfatak  I  am  ^ing  to  tak«  your  noiMj 
*]lli  BW  T"  «ud  be,  -  I  never  i»md  iibaal  ifae  beat  ^Iver  tuy  niM- 
tmr  cTur  Lad :  no,  Bor  for  freedotn  neitkcr.  I  thongbt  I  ^utt 
■Ivajr*  pAttg  to  Ntsj'  here  on  tho  pluil*tiini.  I  would  rather  liara 
tbo  lundkiirvkiof  jou  wmf  aronnd  your  nedc,  tlun  all  the  ulrar 
yaBvnrwmtd." 

Ui^^  AWdfwiftntoklMMkMt  i^gift  iMtkM^ttM 
«ndl  te^^r  "»^  «^Mk  bpft  wilk  «b«  fcyiNiiw^iH 
AoBldwi^.  Ui  ofanl,  Bsrad  n&  IIm  -biMtBM,  it  a  e^  fH< 

Ik  >  few  mOMMMtB  aHmrmiM,  fca  warn  w  BliBdiBs^tetti 
b«t,  as  it  shot  oDt  from  beneath  the  bank,  and  waving  his  hand 
to  the  dnsk;  gronp  be  had  jnat  left.  He  then  tooli  bis  seat,  and 
ms  watched  hj  his  melancholy  tribe  ootil  the  sloop,  falling  awaj 
before  the  wind,  disappeared  behind  the  remotest  promontorr- 

Lucj,  with  a  heavy  heart,  retired  within  her  cabin,  and  threw 
herself  upon  a  bed  ;  and  the  comforttog  gossips  who  bad  collect- 
ed before  the  door,  after  lingering  about  her  for  a  little  while, 
gradually  withdrew,  leaving  her  to  the  assiduities  of  her 
children. 

Some  years  elapsed ;  doriDg  which  interval  frequent  reports 
had  reached  Swallow  Bam,  rela^g  to  the  condnot  and  condition 
of  Abej  and  be  himself  had,  once  or  twice,  reviuted  the  bmily. 
Great  changes  had  been  wrought  upon  him  ;  he  had  grown  into 
a  sturdy  manhood,  invigorated  by  the  hardy  discipline  of  bii 
calling.  The  fearless  qualities  of  his  mind,  no  leas  than  the 
activity  and  strength  of  his  body,  had  been  greatly  developed  to 
the  advantage  of  bis  character ;  and,  what  does  not  nnfrequeully 
happen,  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  his  new  pursuits  to  the  teui* 
per  and  oast  of  his  constitution,  had  operated  &vorahly  upon  hie 
morals.     His  errant  propcnsittea  had  been  gratified;   and  the 
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alternations  between  the  idleness  of  the  calm  and  the  strenuous 
and  exciting  bustle  of  the  storm,  were  pleasing  to  his  unsteady 
and  fitful  nature.  He  had  found,  in  other  habits,  a  vent  for  inclina- 
tions which,  when  constrained  by  his  former  monotonous  avoca- 
tions, had  so  often  broken  out  into  mischievous  adventures.  In 
short,  Abe  was  looked  upon  by  his  employers  as  a  valuable  sea- 
man ;  and  the  report  of  this  estimation  of  him  had  worked  won- 
ders in  his  favor  at  Swallow  Barn. 

From  the  period  of  his  departure  up  to  this  time,  poor  old 
Lucy  nursed  the  same  extravagant  feelings  towards  him ;  and 
these  were  even  kindled  into  a  warmer  flame  by  his  increasing 
good  repute.     Her  passion,  it  may  be  called,  was  a  subject  of 
constant  notice  in  the  family.    It  would  have  been  deemed  remark- 
able in  an  individual  of  the  most  delicate  nurture  ;   but  in  the 
aged  and  faithful  domestic,  it  was  a  subject  of  commiseration  on 
account  of    its  influence  upon  her  happiness,  and  had  almost 
induced  Meriwether  to  recall  Abe  to  his  former  occupation ; 
although  he  was  sensible  that,  by  doing  so,  he  might  expose  him 
to  the  risk  of  relapsing  into  his  earlier  errors.     But,  besides  this, 
Abe  had  become  so  well  content  with  his  present  station  that  it 
was  extreiftely  likely  he  would,  of  his  own  accord,  have  sought  to 
return  to  it.     The  vagrant,  sunshiny,  and  billowy  life  of  a  sailor 
has  a  spell  in  it  that  works  marvellously  upon  the  heedless  and 
irresponsible  temperament  of  a  negro.     Abe  was,  therefore,  still 
permitted,  like  a  buoy,  to  dance  upon  the  waves,  and  to  woo  his 
various  destiny  between  the  lowest  trough  of  the  sea,  and  the 
highest  white-cap  of  the  billow. 

At  the  time  to  which  my  story  has  now  advanced,  an  event 
took  place  that  excited  great  interest  within  the  little  circle  of 
Swallow  Barn.  It  was  about  the  breaking  up  of  the  winter — 
towards  the  latter  end  of  February — some  four  years  ago,  that 
in  the  afternoon  of  a  cheerless  day,  news  arrived  at  Norfolk  that 
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an  inward-bounil  brig  had  atrnck  upon  the  shoal  o 
ground,  (a  Shallow  bar  that  stretches  Bcimird  beyond  the  tnontli 
of  the  Ohesapciiko,  bettrfen  the  two  oapes.)  and.  from  the  thrMt- 
eniug  aspect  of  the  weather,  the  crew  were  supposed  to  be  in 
grent  danger.  It  was  a  cold,  bluatcriog  day,  euoh  aa  winter 
Bometimca  puts  on  when  lie  is  about  to  retreat: — as  a  B(]undr«n, 
vexed  with  watching  a  politic  enemy,  fiodiog  itaolf  obliged,  at  last. 
to  raise  the  blockade,  le  apt  to  break  ground  with  aa  unusual 
show  of  brarado,  Tho  wind  blew  in  gusts  from  the  northwest ;  a 
beavy  rack  of  dun  and  chilly  clouds  was  driven  churlishly  before  the 
blast,  and  spitted  out  some  rare  flakes  of  snow.  These  moving 
masses  were  forming  a  huge,  black  volume  upon  the  eastern 
horiKon,  towards  the  ocean,  as  if  there  encountering  the  resist- 
ance of  an  adverse  gale.  From  tho  west  the  sun  occasionally 
shot  forth  a  lurid  ray,  that,  for  the  instant,  flung  upon  this  dark 
pile  a  Eombre.  purple  hue,  and  lighted  up  the  foam  that  gathered 
at  the  top  of  the  waves,  far  seaward  ;  thus  openingahort  glimpses 
of  that  dreary  ocean  over  which  darkness  wns  brooding.  The 
sea-birds  soared  against  the  murky  vault  above  them;  and,  now 
and  then,  caught  upon  their  white  wings  the  passing  beam,  thai 
gsYC  them  almost  a  golden  radiance  ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
they  screamed  their  harsh  and  frequent  cries  of  fear  or  joy. 
The  surface  of  the  Chesapeake  was  lashed  up  into  a  fretful  sea,  and 
the  wnvos  were  repressed  by  the  weight  of  the  wind ;  billow  pursu- 
ing billow  with  an  angry  and  rapid  flight,  and  barking,  with  tho 
snappish  suUenness  of  the  wolf  Across  the  wide  expanse  of  Hamp- 
ton Road  might  have  been  seen  some  few  bay-craft,  apparently 
not  much  larger  than  the  wild-fowl  that  sailed  above  them,  beat- 
ing, with  a  fearful  anxiety,  against  the  gale,  for  such  harbors  as 
were  nearest  at  hand;  or  scudding  before  it  nndcr  olose-reefi-J 
sails,  with  ungovernable  speed,  towards  the  aachoroges  M  leeward. 
Every  moment  the  wind   increased    iu    violence;    the    clouds 
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swept  nearer  to  the  waters ;  the  gloom  thickened ;  the  birds 
sought  safety  on  the  land  ;  the  little  barks  were  quickly  yanish- 
ing  from  yiew  ;  and,  before  the  hour  of  sunset,  earth,  air,  and  sea 
were  blended  into  one  mass,  in  which  the  eye  might  vainly  endea- 
vor to  define  the  boundaries  of  each :  whilst  the  fierce  howling 
of  the  wind,  and  the  deafening  uproar  of  the  ocean  gave  a  deso- 
lation to  the  scene,  that  made  those,  who  looked  upon  it  from  the 
shore,  devoutly  thankful  that  no  ill  luck  had  tempted  them  upon 
the  flood. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  a  pilot-boat  was  seen  moored  to  a 
post  at  the  end  of  a  wooden  wharf  that  formed  the  principal 
landing-place  at  the  little  seaport  of  Hampton.  The  waves  were 
dnshing,  with  hollow  reverberations,  between  the  timbers  of  the 
wharf,  and  the  boat  was  rooking  with  a  violence  that  showed  the 
extreme  agitation  of  the  element  upon  which  it  floated.  Three 
or  four  sailors — all  negroes^-olad  in  rough  pea-jackets,  with  blue 
and  red  woollen  caps,  were  standing  upon  the  wharf  or  upon  the 
deck  of  the  boat,  apparently  making  some  arrangements  for  ven  • 
turing  out  of  the  harbor.  The  principal  personage  among  them, 
whose  commands  were  given  with  a  bold  and  earnest  voice,  and 
promptly  obeyed,  was  our  stout  friend  Abe,  now  grown  into  the 
full  perfection  of  manhood,  with  a  frame  of  uusurpassed  strength 
and  agility.  At  the  nearer  extremity  of  this  wharf,  landward, 
were  a  few  other  mariners,  white  men,  of  a  weather-beaten  exterior, 
who  had  seemingly  just  walked  from  the  village  to  the  landing- 
place,  and  were  engaged  in  a  grave  consultation  upon  some 
question  of  interest.  This  group  approached  the  former  while 
they  were  yet  busy  with  the  tackling  of  the  boat.  Abe  had 
stepped  aboard  with  his  companions,  and  they  were  about  letting 
all  loose  for  their  departure. 

^  What  do  you  think  of  it  now,  Abe  ?"  asked  one  of  the  older 
seamen,  as  he  turned  his  eyes  towards  the  heavens,  with  a  look  of 
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if  joxL  were  to  see  her  I  don't  know  how  you  are  to  get  along- 
side." 

^  Ton  wouldn't  say  so.  master  Wilson,"  returned  Abe,  '^  if 
yoa  were  one  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  yourself  We  can  try,  you 
know ;  and  if  no  good  comes  on  it,  let  them  that  sniirU  me  judge 
<if  that.     I  always  obeys  orders  !" 

^  Well,"  replied  the  other.  *'  a  negro  that  is  bom  to  be  hanged 
— ^you  know  the  rest,  Abe : — ^the  devil  may  help  you,  ns  he  some- 
times does." 

*'  There  is  as  good  help  for  a  negro  as  there  is  for  a  white  man, 
mabter  Wilson — whether  on  land  or  water.  And  no  man  is  going 
to  die  till  his  time  comes.  I  don't  set  up  for  more  spirit  than 
other  people  :  but  I  never  was  afeard  of  the  sea." 

During  this  short  dialogue.  Abe  and  his  comrades  were  busily 
reefing  the  sail,  and  they  had  now  completed  all  their  prepara- 
tions. The  day  had  come  very  near  to  the  hour  of  sunset  Abe 
mustered  his  orew,  spoke  to  them  with  a  brave,  encouraging  tone. 
and  ordered  them  to  cast  off  from  the  wharf  In  a  moment,  all 
hands  were  at  the  halyards ;  and  the  buoyant  little  Flying  Fish 
sprang  from  her  mooring,  under  a  single  sail  double-reefed,  and 
bounded  along  before  the  wind,  like  an  exulting  doe,  loosened 
from  thraldom,  on  her  native  wastes. 

**  That's  a  daring  fellow !"  said  one  of  the  party  that  stood 
upon  the  wharf,  as  they  watched  the  gallant  boat  heaving  play- 
fully through  the  foam — "  and  wouldn't  mind  going  to  sea  astride 
a  shark,  if  any  one  would  challenge  him  to  it." 

^  If  any  man  along  the  Chesapeake."  said  the  other,  ^*  can 
handle  a  pilot-boat  such  weather — Abe  can.  But  it's  no  use  for 
a  pian  to  be  tempting  Providence  in  this  way.    It  looks  wicked  !" 

**  He  is  on  a  good  errand."  interrupted  the  first  speaker. 
^  And  €k>d  send  him  a  successful  venture !  That  negro  has  a 
great  deal  of  good  and  bad  both  in  him — but  the  good  has  the 
upper  hand." 
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•  The  Flyii^^iali  was  soon  fnr  from  the  speakera,  uid  Bof 
idiowcd  her  little  sail,  as  sbe  bent  it  down  almost  to  kiss  the  w»- 
ter,  a  spotless  viaioa  npon  tbe  dark  and  lowering  boriKon  in  the 
Ust.  At  length  she  waa  ob.serveil  clo.te  hauled  upon  the  wind. 
•no  rapidly  akiminiog  behind  tbe  headlands  of  Old  Point  CoO' 
fori ;  whence,  after  some  interval,  she  again  emerged,  lessened  U 
tie  sixe  of  a  waterfowl  by  dlstanee.  and  holding  her  course,  vitti 
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mtehful  and  ftnzions  apeotatora  on  the  whftrf  turned  abont  ud 
directed  their  stepi,  with  thoughtful  forebodings,  to  the  pnbltc 
hoase  at  some  distanoe  in  the  village. 

From  what  t  hare  related,  the  reader  will  be  at  no  loss  to  un- 
derstand the  purpose  of  this  perilonrs  adrenture.  The  fact  was, 
that  as  soon  as  the  intelligence  reached  Norfolk  that  the  brig  had 
got  into  the  dangerons  sttaation  which  I  have  described,  some  of 
the  good  people  of  that  borough  took  measures  to  oommDnioatt 
with  the  crew,  and  to  fomiBh  them  such  means  of  relief  as  the 
suddenness  of  the  eme^noy  enabled  them  to  commaad.  The 
most  obvious  suggestion  was  adopted  of  dispatching,  forthwiUi,  a 
small  vessel  to  bring  away  those  on  board,  if  it  should  be  asoer 
tained  that  there  was  no  hope  of  saving  the  hrig  itself  This 
scheme,  however,  was  not  so  easyof  aocompliahmentas  it,  at  first, 
seemed.  Application  was  made  to  the  most  experienced  mariners 
in  port  to  undertake  this  voyage ;  but,  they  either  evaded  the  do- 
ty, by  suggesting  doubts  of  its  utility,  or  oast  their  eyes  towards 
the  heavens  and  significantly  shook  their  heads,  as  they  affirmed 
there  would  he  more  certainty  of  loss  to  tbe  deliverers  than  to 
tbe  people  of  the  stranded  vesseL  The  rising  tempest  and  the 
unnily  seuon  boded  disaster  to  whomsoerer  should  bo  ao  nak  u 
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to  eacQunter  the  hazard.  Rcwurds  ncrc  offered;  but  these,  too, 
failed  of  effect,  aad  the  good  iiiteuCions  of  tLc  vitizena  of  Norfolk 
were  well  nigh  disappointed,  nheo  chance  brought  tho  subject  to 
the  knowledge  of  our  old  acquuintancc  Abe,  This  stout-hearted 
black  huppeaed  to  be  in  the  borough  at  tiie  time ;  and  was  one  of 
a  knot  of  acainen  who  were  discussiug  the  proposition  of  the  chan- 
ces of  affording  relief  He  heard,  attentively,  all  that  was  said  in 
disparagemeat  of  the  projected  cntcrpriae ;  and  it  was  with  some 
emotion  of  secret  pleasure  that  he  lenrncd  that  several  seamen  of 
eetabliahed  reputation  had  declined  to  undertake  the  venluro. 
The  predominant  pride  of  his  nature  was  aroused  ;  and  he  haaten- 
ed  to  say,  that  whatever  terrors  this  voyage  had  for  others,  it  had 
none  for  him.  In  order,  therefore,  that  he  might  vouch  the  sin- 
oerity  of  his  aasertiun  by  acts,  ho  went  immediately  to  those  who 
had  iuterested  themselves  in  concerting  the  measure  of  relief,  and 
tendered  his  services  for  the  proposed  exploit.  As  may  be  sup- 
posed, they  were  eagerly  accepted.  Abe's  conditions  were,  that 
he  should  have  the  choice  of  his  boat,  and  the  selection  of  his 
crew.  These  terms  were  readily  granted  ;  aud  he  set  off,  with  a 
busy  alacrity,  to  make  his  preparations.  The  Flying  Fish  was 
the  pilot-boat  in  which  Abe  had  often  sailed,  and  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  of  her  class  in  the  Chesapeake.  This  little  bark 
was,  accordingly,  demanded  for  the  service,  and  as  promptly  put 
at  Abe's  coinmand.  She  was,  at  that  time,  lying  at  the  pier  at 
Hampton,  as  I  have  already  described  her.  The  crew,  from  some 
such  motive  of  pride  as  first  induced  Abe  to  volunteer  in  this 
cause,  was  selected  entirely  from  the  numbor  of  negro  seamen  then 
in  Norfolk.  Thoy  amounted  to  four  or  five  of  tho  most  daring  and 
robust  of  Abe's  associntes,  who.  lured  by  the  hope  of  reward,  as 
well  as  impelled  hy  that  spirit  of  rivalry  that  belongs  to  even  the 
lowest  elnases  of  human  beings,  and  which  is  particularly  excita- 
ble in  the  breosts  of  men  who  are  trained  to  dangerous  achieve- 


wmiSfy  cB&tod  n  th»  gipedHJoai,  mi  placed  th— wlw 
tte  oideis  of  Aeir  gdlaai  and  ^vatooos  Mptaiia. 

Tkia  toider  of  aerriee  and  ila  aeoaptaaM^  ptodnoed  an  almoit 
nprohation  of  ila  laahnaia^  fboat  the  aea-frriiig  men  of 
ttapeit.  And  wMto  an achMwrledgad  that  the  cntaipriaa  oobM 
naft  knva  Wen  tmawiUwi  to  m  mm  able  or  ddlfol  auriner  thaa 
Abe.  jei  H  vaa  dedared  to  be  tbe  endesfor  of  m  fiml-baidy  madr 
■an  nhii  aii  iibiag  enbiifitfi  Tbe  ezprenion  of  audi  db- 
onlj  opetatcd  aa  an  additional  atiiaalant  to  Abe'a  leaolar 
and  aerred  to  boany  Ub,  tbe  auno  wigenllj  forward,  to  tbe 
of  bia  pmpoae.  Ho^  tbercfiMre^  vith  aodi  dii^iaftdi  as 
tbe  natoK  of  bis  preparations  allowed,  mastered  bis  intrepid  crew 
in  the  harbor  of  Norfolk,  and  repaired  with  them  to  the  oppo- 
nte  shoiv  of  the  James  River,  to  the  little  sea-port,  where  mj 
reader  has  aln»kdy  seen  him  embarking  npon  his  bniTe  voyage, 
amidst  the  disheartening  angaries  of  wise  and  disciplined  veter- 
ans of  the  sea. 

I  might  stop  to  eompare  this  act  of  an  hamble  and  unknown 
negro,  npon  the  Chesapeake,  with  the  manj  similar  passages  in 
the  lives  of  heroes  whose  names  have  been  preserved  fresh  in  the 
verdure  of  history,  and  who  have  won  their  immortality  upon  less 
noble  feats  than  this :  but  History  is  a  step-mother,  and  gives 
the  bauble  fame  to  her  own  children,  with  such  favoritism  as  she 
lists,  overlooking  many  a  goodly  portion  of  the  family  of  her  hus- 
band Time.  StilL  it  was  a  gallant  thing,  and  worthy  of  a  better 
chronicler  than  I.  to  see  this  leader  and  his  little  band — the  chil- 
dren of  a  despised  stock — swayed  by  a  noble  emulation  to  relieve 
the  distressed:  and  (what  the  fashion  of  the  world  will  deem  a 
higher  glory)  impelled  by  that  love  of  daringwhich  the  romancers 
call  chivalry — throwing  themselves  upon  the  unruly  waves  of 
winter,  and  flying,  on  the  wing  of  the  storm,  into  the  profound, 
daik  abvas  of  oeean«  when  all  his  terrors  were  gathering  in  their 
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most  hideous  forms ;  when  the  spirit  of  ill  shrieked  in  the  blast, 
and  thick  night,  dreary  with  unusual  horrors,  was  falling  close 
around  them ;  when  old  mariners  grew  pale  with  the  thought  of 
the  danger,  and  the  wisest  counselled  the  adventurers  against  the 
certain  doom  that  hung  upon  their  path : — I  say,  it  was  a  gallant 
sight  to  see  such  heroism  shining  out  in  an  humble  slave  of  the 
Old  Dominion  I 

They  say  the  night  that  followed  was  a  night  of  the  wildest 
horrora  Not  a  star  twinkled  in  the  black  heavens :  the  winds 
rushed  forth,  like  some  pent-up  flood  suddenly  overbearing  its 
barriers,  and  swept  through  the  air  with  palpable  density :  men, 
who  chanced  to  wander  at  that  time,  found  it  difficult  to  keep 
iheii  footing  on  the  land  :  the  steeples  of  Norfolk  groaned  with 
the  unwonted  pressure ;  chimneys  were  blown  from  their  scats ; 
houses  were  unroofed,  and  the  howling  elements  terrified  those 
who  were  gathered  around  their  own  hearths,  and  made  them  silent 
with  fear :  the  pious  fell  upon  their  knees:  nurses  could  not  hush 
their  children  to  sleep :  bold-hearted  revellers  were  dismayed, 
and  broke  up  their  meetings :  the  crash  of  trees,  fences,  out- 
buildings mingled  with  the  ravings  of  the  tempest :  the  icicles 
were  swept  from  the  eaves,  and  from  every  penthouse,  till  they 
fell  in  the  streets  like  hail :  ships  were  stranded  at  the  wharves, 
or  were  lifted,  by  an  unnatural  tide,  into  the  streets :  the  ocean 
roared  with  more  terrific  bass  than  the  mighty  wind,  and  threw 
its  spray  into  the  near  heaven,  with  which  it  seemed  in  contact : 
and,  as  anxious  seamen  looked  out  at  intervals  during  the  night, 

■ 

towards  the  Atlantic,  the  light-house,  that  usually  shot  its  ray  over 
the  deep,  was  invisible  to  their  gaze,  or  seemed  only  by  glimp- 
ses, like  a  little  star  immeasurably  remote,  wading  through  foam 
and  darkness. 

What  became  of  our  argonauts  ? — The  next  morning  told  the 
tale.     One  seaman  alone  of  the  brig  survived  to  relate  the  £&te  of 
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liig  cam{)aaious.  In  tli«  durkcfit  liour  of  tlie  night  their  1 
went  lo  pieces,  and  every  soul  on  bonrd  piTisbed,  esccpt  this  msn. 
He  had  bound  biuiai:lf  lo  a  Spur,  auJ,  by  that  miraculoos  fortuue 
which  the  frequent  history  of  shipwretk  reoounls,  he  was  thrown 
upou  tbc  bcauh  near  Capo  Ueary.  Bruised,  ohuffd,  aud  almost 
dead,  he  was  discovered  in  the  moruiug  and  curried  to  a  neigli- 
huring  hoasa,  where  caro  and  nursing  restored  hiin  to  his  strength- 
Ail  that  thi«  tnariuci  could  tell  was,  that  early  in  the  nigbt, — 
p<!rhapa  about  eight  o'clock, — aud  before  the  storm  had  risen  to 
its  hoiglit,  (although,  at  tliat  hour,  it  raged  with  fearful  Tehemence,) 
a  light  was  seen  gliding,  with  the  swiftness  of  a  meteor,  past  the 
wreck ;  a  hailing  ury  was  heard  as  from  a  trumpet,  bat  the  wind 
eraothered  its  tones  and  rcudcrcd  them  inarticulate  ;  and,  iu  the 
nest  moment,  the  spoetre  of  a  sail  (for  no  one  of  the  sufferers  he- 
licTcd  it  real)  flitted  by  them,  as  with  a  rush  of  wings,  so  close 
that  some  affirmed  they  could  have  touched  it  with  their  bands : 
that,  about  an  hour  afterwards,  the  same  hideous  phantom,  with 
the  same  awful  salutation,  was  seen  and  heard  by  many  on  board, 
a  second  time  :  that  the  crow,  terrified  by  this  warning,  made  all 
preparations  to  meet  their  fate  ;  and  when  at  last,  in  the  highest 
exasperation  of  the  storm,  the  same  apparition  made  its  third 
visit,  the  timbers  of  the  brig  parted  at  every  joint,  and  all,  ex- 
cept the  relator  himself,  were  supposed  to  have  been  ingulfed 
in  the  wave,  aud  given  to  iustaDt  death. 

Such,  was  the  sum  of  this  man's  story.  What  was  subsequent- 
ly known,  proved  its  most  horrible  conjoeturc  to  be  fatally  true. 

Various  speculation  was  indulged,  during  the  first  week  after 
this  disaster,  us  to  the  destiny  of  Abe  and  his  companions.  No 
tidings  having  arrived,  some  affirmed  that  nothing  more  would 
ever  be  heard  of  them.  Otliers  said  that  they  might  have  luffed 
up  close  in  the  wind  aud  ridden  out  the  night,  as  the  Flying  Fish 
was  stanch  and  true :   others,  again,  hold  that  there  was  even  a 
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chaucc,  that  they  had  scaddcd  before  the  gale,  and,  having  good 
sea-room,  had  escaped  into  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic.  No  ves- 
Bels  appeared  upon  the  coast  for  several  days,  and  the  hope  of 
receiving  news  of  Abe,  was  not  abandoned. 

The  next  week  came  and  went.  There  were  arrivals,  bnt  no 
word  of  the  Flying  Fish.  Anxiety  began  to  give  way  to  the  con- 
yiction  that  all  were  lost.  But,  when  the  third  week  pa.sscd  over, 
and  commerce  grew  freqnent,  as  the  spring  advanced,  all  doubts 
were  abandoned,  and  the  loss  of  the  Flying  Fish  and  her  crew, 
ceased  any  longer  to  furnish  topics  of  discussion. 

My  reader  must  now  get  back  to  Swallow  Barn.  The  story 
of  Abe's  adventure  had  reached  the  plantation,  greatly  exaggerated 
in  all  the  details ;  none  of  which  were  concealed  from  Lucy.  On 
the  contrary,  the  wonder-loving  women  of  the  Quarter  daily  re- 
ported to  her  additional  particulars,  filled  with  extravagant 
marvels,  in  which,  so  far  from  manifesting  a  desire  to  soothe  the 
feelings  of  the  mother  and  reconcile  her  to  th«  doom  of  Abe,  all 
manner  of  appalling  circumstances  were  added,  as  if  for  the  pleas- 
ure of  giving  a  higher  gust  to  the  tale. 

It  may  appear  unaccountable,  but  it  was  the  fact,  that  Lucy, 
instead  of  giving  herself  up  to  such  grief  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  her  attachment  to  her  son,  received  the  intelligence 
even  with  composure.  She  shed  no  tears,  and  scarcely  deserted 
her  customary  occupations.  She  was  remarked  only  to  have 
become  more  solitary  in  her  habits,  and  to  evince  an  urgent  and 
eager  solicitude  to  hear  whatever  came  from  Norfolk,  or  from  the 
Ohesapeake.  Scarcely  a  stranger  visited  Swallow  Barn,  for  some 
months  after  the  event  I  have  recounted,  that  the  old  woman  did 
not  take  an  occasion  to  hold  some  conversation  with  him  ;  in  which 
all  her  inquiries  tended  to  the  tidings  which  might  have  existed 
of  the  missing  seamen. 

As  time  rolled  on,  Lucy's  anxiety  seemed  rather  to  increase ; 


4>'3 


ABE 


ar.l  ::  wr-^uirht  sroveroly  upon  !ior  health.  She  was  observed  to 
I-  :.:'.*.::.::  ta?t  \\\u^  the  weakness  and  decrepitude  of  age:  her 
u:m  .r  jriw  irottLil.  and  her  pursuits  still  more  lonesome.  Frc- 
■pi  •-.•*.>■.  ^'-e  *hui  hcrsvif  up  in  her  cabin  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight, 
^lur::.-:  wli;».h  poriois  ^!le  refiised  to  be  seen  by  any  one.  And 
i.w.  uars  bc.nm  to  visit  hor  withered  cheeks.  3Ieriwet]ier  made 
irv'.itr.:  efrv.'r:s  to  rv:ison  her  out  of  this  painful  molanclioly  :  her 
rii.v  to  all  Lis  arjrumeuts  was  uniformlv  the  same: — it  was 
>::i.:lc'  n:;d  anVc:::::: — "  I  camiot  give  him  up,  master  Frank  !" 

Ir*  ::.:s  w:iy  a  year  elapsed:  but.  wit li  its  pas?a;^e.  came  no 
e.»:  ir.:  :i:i  n  to  Liii-vs  mind  of  the  fate  nf  her  son  :  and  so  far 
■v..>  :;-..  :*r  :v.  ;:!:. j-.::j  an  a>>ua;ri.iiu:it  of  hor  crief.  that  it  only 
..»^'  ..  ■..  :.  ;  ::..  '-v:.:  ■:.;.  .::  .:  ■  VvT  hor  mind.  SLr  >|.olve  eon- 
'■■  .  ;•  :;  :■  ...  -■■;■.■■'  i' A  "^  s  r=  :  in.,  wlionovt-r  sli^- r»uversed 
w  :"..  ■  ;.  •  ..•..■.  ':.■.  r  :'.;;.  .yw;;-  lillv  1  with  Loti.->!i.>  «-»t"  preter- 
V..-  ■.'■..".  ■.  '■"  ■■  _-..  v.;  ■  ..  ..'.,  1,1. 1  rl^•^.■i\\d  in  ilrcani.*.  :i:id  in  hor 
?■■•'".  ■  :::•:•  ".ui:-  w'.rV.  ;  :r>-lt  T::v  UuyAi.<  i-f  rise  faiuilv  at 
>        .    ■•   l^.:■^:\^.■    -.  1  '.'.  '   !:;  "^1    tv::''Lr  a'*<i'lultits   towards  the 

-  vN  .'  :.  ..:.  ;  i  ■. ;  :-.  .  r."'.  :'.-  ir  ;  .  r^.;;i-".'Mis  to  iinjir»->  uj."m 
"..r*  .  •  -::■:  -■..::■■:  •\  r"  ti.o  \  y<  ■■i  Al-c:  tl.i.-v  t':;di':iVi«rod 
:     "^::    .;    ":  ]    r.    ;:;   :;*■:!..  ■•  ^:>- !.■:!:;<.  t' n  li;::.'n. — htit  tlio 

V  -.  ■    -..'  '..    ii:*-.;;!:  .  w..:-  ..  :!.  v  :  --w.-'i  in  i:.-  wav  i-f  ail  aircnints 
:     ,    :..:   :■:  !  v  r.  \v:>   t:;^   \:..\    ->!l';!::y  ^.f  ;•  .i.vin'-inir  h».r  tliat  tho 

V  ->  v^  ..^.  •..-.  _\  .:.!;•:  . ".-.  >^  Ti.a:  .!:\  a  \t\:\  >n>|  «.::>•:■  -i*"  tin-  mind, 
\il."::i:  :i- ■■:.■  \  -  ii.  :\.-?  :  .ilan.o  l-;:\vi.\  n  a  ni'tthor's  in^tinotiw 
".  '.  .^  :  r  :..r  ..■•-;  :•".:._■.  \'r.  ti.o  or.?  siL.  and  the  th-.'ii.'iit  .»f  its 
:  r.;i:!^-:  :.  ::\  ■:!.  r.  wa-  ni  -rv-  thin  tjiv  r-hil-s-'pliv  .ir  rt'?ii:na- 
V.  ■.  :"..'.!_•:•:.!.!■■'.  1  I.  •  ^v  '  V  man  .-'ul  1  ■>vv!v»nir.  It  wa-  l'"* 
:.:•:'  >'.  '.v:..-<  •  :"  t!.o  \..:\v:  t:  .\:  h.-l  ''\-^<  t-*  ]i.«t-o  •Iiforri.d. — and 
\'..:  ::.  r.  ^  \\\:\r:,\  .  .y.-^o  ih.-  -ijVi,..:  .f  it  was  ini'a].al'h-  of  rvon 
r.\\:  v.\  1  r.-.r-^  ai:  1  v  ■:>i:n.^n  -l-aro  i.-f  ri-as-jn  th:;:  w-nild  have 
::::wi:jvn:lv  wc:-h=;d  the  t:u:s  of  the  ca-^e 
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Months  were  now  added  to  the  year  of  nnavailing  regrets  that 
had  heen  spent.  No  one  eyer  heard  Lucy  say  wherefore,  but  all 
knew  that  she  still  reckoned  Abe's  return  amongst  expected  events. 
It  was  now,  in  the  vain  thought  that  the  old  woman's  mind  would 
yield  to  the  certainty  implied  by  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  absence 
of  tidings,  that  my  cousin  Lucretia  prepared  a  suit  of  mourning 
for  her,  and  sent  it,  with  an  exhortation  that  she  would  wear  it 
in  commemoration  of  the  death  of  her  son.  Meriwether  laid  some 
stress  upon  this  device ;  for,  he  said,  grief  was  a  selfish  emotion, 
and  had  some  strange  alliance  with  vanity. — It  was  a  metaphysi- 
cal conceit  of  his,  which  was  founded  in  deep  observation ;  and  he 
looked  to  see  it  illustrated  in  the  effect  of  the  mourning  present 
upon  Lucy.  She  took  the  dress — it  was  of  some  fine  bombazct, — 
gazed  at  it,  with  a  curious  and  melancholy  eye,  and  then  shook 
her  head  and  said, — it  was  a  mistake : — ^^  1  will  never  put  on 
that  dress.''  she  observed,  "  because  it  would  be  bad  luck  to  Abe. 
What  would  Abe  say  if  he  was  to  catch  mammy  Lucy  wearing 
black  clothes  for  him  ?" 

They  left  the  dress  with  her,  and  she  was  seen  to  put  it  care- 
fully away.  Some  say  that  she  was  observed  in  her  cabin,  one 
morning  soon  after  this,  through  the  window,  dressed  out  in  this 
suit ;  but  she  was  never  known  to  wear  it  at  any  other  time. 
About  this  period,  she  began  to  give  manifest  indications  of  a 
decay  of  reason.  This  was  first  exhibited  in  unusual  wanderings, 
by  night,  into  the  neighboring  wood ;  and  then,  by  a  growing 
habit  of  speaking  and  singing  to  herself  With  the  loss  of  her 
mind  her  frame  still  wasted  away,  and  she  gradually  began  to 
lose  her  erect  position. 

Amongst  the  ecoentrio  and  painful  developments  of  her  in- 
creasing aberration  of  mind,  was  one  which  presented  the  pre- 
dominating illusion  that  besot  her  in  an  unusually  vivid  point  of 
Tiew. 
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One  dark  mnd  blustering  night  of  winter,  the  third  anniTenarj 
of  that  on  which  Abe  had  sailed  upon  his  desperate  voyage, — for 
Lucj  had  noted  the  date,  although  others  had  not, — ^near  midnight, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Quarter  were  roused  from  their  respective 
cabins  by  loud  knockings  in  succession  at  their  doors ;  and  when 
each  was  opened,  there  stood  the  decrepit  figure  of  old  Lucy,  who 
was  thus  making  a  circuit  to  invite  her  neighbors,  as  she  said,  to 
her  house. 

^  He  has  come  back  !"  said  Lucy  to  each  one,  as  they  loosed 
their  bolts ;  "•  he  has  come  back !  I  always  told  you  he  would 
come  back  upon  this  very  night !  Come  and  see  him  !  Come 
and  see  him  !     Abe  is  waiting  to  see  his  frienJs  to-night." 

Either  awed  by  the  superstitious  feeling  that  a  maniac  inspires 
in  the  breasts  of  the  ignorant,  or  incited  by  curiosity,  most  of  the 
old  negroes  followed  Lucy  to  her  ca}>in.  As  they  approached  it, 
the  windows  gleamed  with  a  broad  light,  and  it  was  with  some 
stranire  sensations  of  terror  that  thev  assembled  at  her  threshold, 
where  she  stood  upon  the  step,  with  her  hand  upon  the  latch. 
Before  she  opened  the  door  to  admit  her  wondering  guests,  she 
applied  her  mouth  to  the  keyhole,  and  said  in  an  audible  whis- 
per, "  Abe,  the  people  are  all  ready  to  see  you,  honey  !  Don't 
be  frightened. — there's  nobody  will  do  you  harm  !'' 

Then,  turning  towards  her  companions,  she  said,  bowing  her 
head, — 

"  Come  in.  good  folks  !  There's  plenty  for  you  all  Come  in 
and  see  how  he  is  grown  !'' 

She  now  threw  open  the  door,  and,  followed  by  tlie  rest, 
entered  the  room.  There  was  a  small  table  set  out,  covered  with 
a  sheet :  and  upon  it  three  or  four  candles  were  placed  in  bottles 
for  candlesticks.  All  the  chairs  she  had  were  ranged  around  this 
table,  and  a  brijxht  fire  blazed  in  the  hearth. 

^  Speak  to  them,  Abe  !■'  said  the  old  woman,  with  a  broad 
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laugh,     "  This  is  anole  Jeff,  and  b 


9  DiDah.and  here  ia  Ben," 
— and  in  this  manner  she  ran  over  the  names  of  all  present ;  then 
continued,— 

"  Sit  down,  you  ncgroea  I 
and  eat  as  mucli  as  you  choc 
Mammy  Lucy  knew  Abo  n 
she  hae  made  for  him  !" 

She  now  seated  herself,  and  addressing  an  empty  ohair  beside 
her,  as  if  some  one  occupied  it,  lavished  upon  the  imaginary  Abe 
a  thousand  espressions  of  solicitude  and  kindness.     At  length 


Have  you  no  manners?     Sit  down 
;  there  is  plenty  in  the  house, 
t  coming :  and  see  what  a  fino  feast 


"  The  poor  boy  is  tired,  for  ho  has  not  slept  tlieso  many  long 
nightH.  Ton  must  leave  him  now  : — he  will  go  to  bod.  Got  you 
gone  '.  get  you  gone  I  you  have  all  eaten  enough )" 

Dismayed  and  wrought  upon  by  the  unnatural  aspect  of  the 
scene,  the  party  of  visitors  (juitted  the  cabin  ahao^t  immediately 
upon  the  command  ;  and  the  erased  old  menial  was  left  alone  to 
indulge  her  sad  communion  with  the  vision  of  her  fancy. 

From  that  time  until  the  period  at  which  I  saw  her,  she  con- 
tinued occasionally  to  exhibit  the  same  evidences  of  insanity. 
There  were  intervals,  however,  in  which  she  appeared  almost 
restored  to  her  reason.  During  one  of  these,  some  of  the  negroes 
hoping  to  remove  the  illusion  that  Abe  was  stiU  alive,  brought 
her  a  Landkerchief  resembling  that  which  she  had  giveu  to  him 
on  his  first  deporture ;  and.  in  delivering  it  to  her.  reported  a 
fabricated  tale,  that  it  bad  been  taken  from  around  tbe  ncek  of 
Abo,  by  a  sailor  who  had  seen  the  body  washed  up  by  the  tide 
upon  the  beach  of  the  sea,  and  had  sent  this  relic  to  Lucy  as  a 
token  of  her  son's  death.  She  soomod.  at  last,  to  believe  the 
talc ;  and  took  the  handkerchief  and  put  it  away  in  her  hoaom. 
This  event  only  gavo  a  more  sober  tone  to  her  madness.  She 
now  keeps  more  closely  over  her  hearth,  where  she  generoHy 


»<>»r  1  nJmi«<t.|ni«ii«»M*»»fc»»i>» 

ili»»tUli>«»««  II      tfcliiiH   »n^h«Mlil 
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CHAPTER  XLVIE 

CLOUDS. 

The  time  had  now  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  re- 
turn to  New- York.  It  was  almost  two  months  since  I  had  left 
home,  and  I  was  cautioned  by  my  northern  friends  not  to  remain 
in  the  low-country  of  Virginia  longer  than  until  the  middle  of 
August.  Hazard  endeavored  to  persuade  me  that  the  season  had 
all  the  indications  of  being  unusually  healthy,  and  that  I  might 
therefore  remain  without  risk.  He  had  manifestly  views  of  his 
own  to  be  improved  by  my  delay,  which  rendered  him  rather  an 
interested  adviser  ;  and,  in  truth,  we  had  grown  so  intimate  by 
our  late  associations,  that  I  felt  it  somewhat  difficult  to  bring  my- 
self to  the  necessary  resolution  of  taking  leave.  But  go  I  must 
—or  inflict  upon  my  good  mother  and  sisters  that  feminine  tor- 
ture which  visits  the  bosoms  of  this  solicitous  sex  when  once 
their  apprehensions  are  excited  on  any  question  of  health.  I 
therefore  announced  my  fixed  determination  on  the  subject  to  the 
family,  and  pertinaciously  met  all  the  arguments  which  were 
directed  to  unsettle  my  resolve,  with  that  hardy  denial  of  assent 
which  is  the  only  refuge  of  a  man  in  such  a  case.  My  prepara- 
tions were  made,  and  the  day  of  my  departure  was  named. 

Unluckily  for  my  plan,  the  elements  made  war  against  it. 
The  very  day  before  my  allotted  time,  there  came  on  a  soft 


I  niiijstucfa  bcpa  •'•on  kft*r  bnskfut;  aad  wlium 
■et  at  dinsicr,  Ilciud  c»»«  tn  me,  rsbliing  hU  bands  ud  tmil 
ilgmlb  »  look  of  nivBfb,  to  uO  »■  llut  however  oljstiiuUf  I 
A  k  in  mj  [■arpuae,  ken  w*>  k  flat  iBtetilicI  npoa  it. 
"We  £«k«T»U;  ban,"  stiJ  lt«,  "  wlut  we  call  a  long  i^el]  In 
Th«  met  ha«  br^a  ;  and  jon  majr  consider  jnnncU 
if  j"Q(i  ^et  awaj  in  &  wett''  I  took  it  aa  a  jesi ;  i 
tke  next  »awiiBft  lAmt  I  wait  to  w>j  Aambm-miiaw,  I  loni 

nmwd  an  Bii^t,  Bot  in  Wd  Anm,  bat  in  that  gntfA,  Min 
Imi  oo^xmrii^  gf  tba  hMnM,  vUeii  abowed  t&at  thc^  Mf  lit  to 
take  their  own  time  to  fabartfaen  tfaemwlreB  of  tb^  npor. 
Far  as  my  eye  could  reach,  the  firmameut  was  clad  in  one  broad, 
heavy,  graj  lohe.  The  light  was  equally  diffused  orer  this  mass, 
BO  as  entirely  to  conceal  the  position  of  the  snn ;  and,  somewhat 
nearer  to  earth,  small  detachments  of  dun  clouds  floated  across 
the  sky  in  swift  transit,  as  if  hastening  to  find  their  pl^e  in  the 
ranks  of  the  sombre  army  near  the  boriEon.  I  came  down  to 
breakfast,  where  the  family  were  assembled  at  a  much  later  honr 
than  usual.  A  small  fire  was  burning  in  the  hearth  :  the  ladies 
wore  in  undress,  and  sometliing  of  the  coniplczion  of  the  sky 
seemed  to  have  settled  upon  the  countcnancea  of  all  around  me; 
— a  quiet,  unclastic,  sober  consideratcness,  that  was  not  so  fre- 
quoutly  disturbed  as  before  with  outbreaks  of  merriment  My 
cousiq  Iiucretia  poured  out  our  coffee  with  a  more  sedate  and 
careful  attention:  Prudence  looked  as  if  she  had  overslept  her- 
self:— Meriwether  hung  longer  over  the  newspaper  than  common, 
and  permitted  us  to  take  our  scats  at  table  some  time  before  he 
gave  up  reading  the  news.  The  little  girls  had  a  world  of  care 
upon  their  shoulders  ; — and  Parson  Chub  dispatched  bis  meal 
with  unwonted  expedition,  and  then,  thrusting  his  hands  into  hii 
pookets,  went  into  the  hall,  and  walked  to  and  fro  thonghtfollj. 
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Hazard  was  the  only  one  of  the  party  who  appeared  untouched 
bj  the  change  of  the  weather ;  and  he  kept  his  spirits  up  bj  fre- 
quent sallies  of  felicitation  directed  io  me,  on  the  auspicious  pros- 
pect I  had  before  me. 

After  breakfast,  we  went  to  the  door.  The  rain  pattered  in- 
dustriously from  the  eaves  down  upon  the  rose-bushes.  The  gra- 
yel  walk  was  intersected  by  little  rivers  that  also  ran  along  its 
borders ;  and  the  grass-plots  were  filled  with  lakes.  The  old  wil- 
low, saturated  with  rain,  wept  profuse  tears,  down  every  trickling 
fib;.e.  upon  the  ground.  The  ducks  were  gathered  at  the  foot  of 
this  venerable  monument,  and  rested  in  profound  quiet,  with 
their  heads  under  their  wings.  Beyond  the  gate,  an  old  plough- 
horse  spent  his  holiday  from  labor  in  undisturbed  idleness — his 
head  downcast,  his  tail  close  to  his  rump  and  his  position  motion- 
less, as  some  inanimate  thing,  only  giving  signs  of  life  by  an  oc- 
casional slow  lifting  up  of  his  head — as  if  to  observe  the  weather 
— and  a  short,  horse-like  sneeze. 

The  rain  poured  on ;  and  now  and  then  some  one  affirmed  that 
it  grew  brighter,  and  that,  perhaps,  at  mid-day  it  would  clear  up. 
But  mid-day  came,  and  the  same  continual  dripping  fell  from 
leaf,  and  roof,  and  fence.  There  was  neither  light  nor  shade  :  all 
the  picturesque  had  vanished  from  the  landscape  :  the  foreground 
was  full  of  falling  drops,  and  the  perspective  was  mist.  The  dogs 
crept  beneath  the  porch,  or  intruded  with  their  shaggy  and  rain- 
besprinkled  coats,  into  the  hall,  leaving  their  footsteps  marked  up« 
on  the  floor  wherever  they  walked.  The  negro  women  ran  across 
the  yard  with  their  aprons  thrown  over  their  heads  The  work- 
ing men  moved  leisurely  along,  like  sable  water-gods,  dripping 
from  every  point,  their  hats  softened  into  cloth-like  consistence, 
and  their  faces  beneath  them  long,  sober,  and  trist.  During  the 
day  Rip  made  frequent  excursions  out  of  doors,  and  returned  into 
the  house  with  shoes  covered  with  mud,  much  to  the  annoyance  of 


■n.  WnUs,  «te  kvfit  up  a  ipii^  and  gftUing  ftn  of  reproof  l^l« 
thi  jMij,  Mmf«gnw«.  As  for  Bannl  aad  njselt  we  botook 
—IiIto  U  tb«  Dbnrjr,  vbitber  MeriwrttirT  bad  gon«  before  n*. 
mai  tkare  f  Hfd  Ihran^  Uie  tlMMuutd  flowerj  fajr-pBthf  nf 
■iMefaaoN*  SlHUai* ;  itaagiag  mr  topics  of  studj  everj  mi* 
nvptiag  neb  oUtcr  hy  reading  aloatl 
■  o«Mnd  to  pruTokp  a  Un^  Tbb  grew  Ic- 
■  *■!•:  ksd  tWa  ««  npairod  to  tbe  drawiDC-room,  wben 
kd  th*  Uis  in  a  soalhr  amiviet  mood,  making  the  like 
A  W«  wrv  all  Mrroa» 
n«s  fill  snd  wmt  th«  daj.     Tbe  next   wu   no   brit«T 

vevpiog  TilloT  the  same  notable  Niobe  as  before,  and  then 
the  KtedilaliTe  docks ;  there  the  same  borae, — or  another  like  bim 
— lookin;  into  tbe  inseratable  recesses  at  a  fence  corner;  and 
tbere  tbe  d(f».  and  tbe  tneddj-footed  RipL  To  vary  the  Mene, 
«e  took  ombreltas  and  walked  oat.  holding  one  *a7  trippinglj 
orer  tbe  wet  path  towards  tho  bridge.  The  pigeons,  like  oor- 
wlres.  tired  ot  keefHng  tbe  bonae.  bad  ranged  Aemselres  npon 
tbe  top  ol  tbe  stable,  or  on  tbe  perches  before  tbe  doors  of  their 
own  doBidL  dri[^ng  images  of  diaeonsolateness.  A  stray  fioek 
of  Uaekbirds  sometimes  Tentnred  across  tbe  wdkin ;  and  tbe 
cows,  in  ddiance  ot  the  damp  earth,  had  composedly  lain  down  in 
tbe  mod.  The  only  living  thing  who  seemed  to  feel  no  ineoft- 
enaience  Iran  tbe  season  was  the  hog,  who  pnrsned  his  <^icniean 
ramble  in  de^te  <rf'  the  elements. 

Tbe  rain  poured  on;  and  tbe  soaked  Geld  and  dr»idied  fbnst 
bad  no  pleasure  in  onr  eyes :  so,  we  retnmed  to  tbe  bonae,  and 
i^ain  took  r^nge  in  tbe  library.  Despairing  of  the  snn,  I  at 
length  tat  down  to  serioos  stndy.  and  soon  fonnd  myself  ooenpied 
ia  a  pnrsnit  that  engroaasd  all  my  attentioo. 

IWTCMd  bdon  tkat  HeriweOMrhadagDodooIleetMmor 


books.  These  had  been  brought  together  without  order  in  the 
BeleetioD,  and  thcj  presented  a  mass  of  curious  literature  in  al- 
most every  department  of  knowledge,  BIy  Iotb  of  the  obsolete 
led  me  amongst  the  heavy  folios  and  tjuartos  that  lumbered  the 
lower  shelves  of  the  library,  where  I  pitched  upon  a  thin,  tall 
folio,  which  contained  the  following  pithy  title-page:  ''  Some  ac- 
count of  the  Renowned  Captaync  John  Smith,  with  his' travel 
and  adventures  in  the  Fouro  Quarters  of  the  Eurthe ;  showing 
his  galtantc  Portaunoe  in  divers  perillaus  Chaanccs,  both  by  Sea 
and  Land  :  his  Feats  agiunst  the  Turke,  and  his  dolefail  Cap- 
tivitio  in  Tartaria.  Also,  what  befell  in  his  Endeavours  towards 
the  Planting  of  the  Colonic  of  Virginia ;  and,  io  especiall,  his 
MarvellouB  Prouess  and  Incredible  Escapes  amongst  the  Barba- 
rous Salvages.  Together  with  Sundrie  other  Moving  Accidents 
in  his  nistorie.  London.  Imprinted  for  Edward  Blackmore, 
162—." 

This  title  was  set  out  in  many  varieties  of  t3rpe,  and  occupied 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  page,  being  encompassed  by  a  broad 
margin  which  was  richly  illuminated  with  a  series  of  heraldic 
ornaments,  amongst  which  was  conspicuous  the  shield  with  three 
tiirbancd  heads  and  the  motto  "vincere  est  vivere,"  There  were, 
also,  graphic  ropresentations  of  soldiers,  savages,  and  trees,  all 
colored  according  to  nature,  and,  as  the  legend  at  the  foot  im- 
ported, "graven  hy  John  Barra." 

The  date  of  the  work  had  been  partially  obliterated, — three 
numerals  of  the  year  being  only  distinguishable ;  but  from  theao 
it  was  apparent  that  this  memoir  was  published  somewhere  about 
the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  seventeenth  oentury — perhaps 
about  1G25.  or  not  later  than  1629. 

The  esploita  of  Captain  Smith  had  a  wondcrfal  charm  for 
that  period  of  my  life  when  the  American  Nepos  supplied  the 
whole  amount  of  my  reading ;  but  I  have  never,  since  that  boj- 


wk  Aaj.  tak«a  tbe  tronble  to  mqair«  whetUcr  I  wu  i 
lh«  c^itiration  of  the  ttorj  to  tlic  erenta  it  recorded,  or  to  my 
own  pleasant  credulitj, — that  natural  stomauh  for  the  marrel- 
Itnta,  which,  ID  esrlj  jonth,  will  digest  sgatc  and  st««L  This  lit- 
tle cfarDniele,  therefore,  came  most  opportunely  in  tay  way ;  anil 
I  g*ve  ro;«elf  up  to  tLe  perusal  of  it  with  an  eager  appetite. 

I  was  now  on  the  spot  where  Smith  had  aoUiered  some  of  hi» 
tno«t  gallant  wonders.  The  narratire  was  no  longer  the  mere 
faille  that  deligbtet)  my  childhood;  but  here  I  had  it  in  its  moat 
sutbontic  form,  with  the  identical  print,  paper  and  binding  in 
which  the  story  was  first  given  to  the  world  by  its  narrator — for 
anght  that  I  knt?w,  the  OapUin  himself — perhaps  the  Captain's 
good  frienJ.  old  Sam  Purchas.  who  had  such  a  laudable  thirst  for 
the  wonderfuL  This  was  pablished,  too,  when  thousands  wore 
living  to  oonfote  the  author  if  he  falsified  in  any  point. 

And  bore,  on  a  couBpicnons  page,  was  •■  An  Exact  Portraio- 
tuer  of  Captayne  lubn  Smith,  Admiral  of  ail  Now  England," 
taken  to  the  lifi: ;  with  his  lofty  brow  that  imported  absolute  ver' 
ity  on  the  faue  of  it,  and  bis  piercing  eye,  and  fine  phrenological 
head,  with  a  beard  of  tbe  ancient  apade  cut;  arrayed  in  bis  pro- 
per doublet,  with  gorget  and  roff;  one  arm  akimbo,  the  other 
resting  on  his  sword.  Below  the  picture  were  some  fair  lines  in- 
ferring that  be  "  was  brass  without,  and  gold  within,"  Through- 
out the  volume,  moreover,  were  sundry  outs  showing  tbe  Captain 
in  his  most  imminent  hazards,  of  a  flattering  fancy,  but  in  total 
disregard  of  all  perspective.  And  hero,  in  view  of  the  window, 
wna  the  broad  James  Biver,  upon  whioli  he  and  his  faithful 
Mosoo  {otherwise  oallod-by  the  more  euphonious  name  of  Utta- 
sanluiioiigb),  two  hundred  years  gnno  by,  had  mailed,  in  defiance 
of  twenty  kings  whose  very  names  I  am  afraid  to  write  HiJ- 
tory  i*  never  ho  oharmiug  na  under  the  spell  of  such  associations; 
Um  narrative  nvonehed  by  present  monumcnfs,  and  facts  aoffi- 
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oiently  dim  by  distance,  for  the  imagination  t^  make  what  it 
pleases  out  of  it,  without  impugning  the  veracity  of  the  story. 

I  have  sometimes  marvelled  why  our  countrymen,  and  espe- 
cially those  of  Virginia,  have  not.taken  more  pains  to  exalt  the 
memory  of  Smith.  With  the  exception  of  the  little  summary  of 
the  schools,  that  I  have  before  noticed. — and  which  is  unfortu- 
nately falling  into  disuse, — some  general  references  to  his  ex- 
ploits as  they  are  connected  with  the  history  of  our  States,  and  an 
almost  forgotten  memoir  by  Stith,  we  have  nothing  to  record  the 
early  adventures  and  chivalric  virtues  of  the  good  soldier,  unless  it 
be  some  such  obsolete  and  quaint  chronicle  as  this  of  Swallow  Bam, 
which  no  one  sees.  He  desKsrves  to  be4)opularly  known  for  his 
high  public  spirit,  and  to  have  his  life  illustrated  in  some  well 
told  tale  that  should  travel  with  Kobinson  Crusoe  and  the  Alma- 
nack— at  least  through  the  Old  Dominion : — and  in  the  Council 
Chamber  at  Eichmond,  or  in  the  Hall  of  Delegates,  the  doughty 
champion  should  be  exhibited  on  canvas  in  some  of  his  most  pic- 
tur05que  conjunctures.  And  then,  he  should  be  lifted  to  that 
highest  of  all  glorifications, — the  truest  touchstone  of  renown, — 
the  signposts. 

Smith's  character  was  moulded  in  the  richest  fashion  of  an- 
cient chivalry ;  and,  without  losing  any  thing  of  romance,  was 
dedicated,  in  his  maturer  years,  to  the  useful  purposes  of  life.  It 
was  marked  by  great  devotion  to  his  purpose,  a  generous  estimate 
of  the  public  good,  and  an  utter  contempt  of  danger.  In  the  age 
in  which  he  lived,  nobleness  of  birth  was  an  essential  condition  to 
fame.  This,  unfortunately  for  the  renown  of  Smith,  he  did  not 
possess ;  otherwise,  he  would  have  been  as  distinguished  in  his- 
tory as  Bayard,  Gaston  de  Foix,  Sir  Walter  Manny,  or  any  other 
gf  the  mirrors  of  knighthood  whose  exploits  have  found  a  histo- 
rian. Smith,  however,  was  poor,  and  was  obliged  to  carve  his  way 
to  fame  without  the  aid  of  chroniclers ;  and  there  is,  consequently, 


^■h  OLODDS. 

^^lak  olwoiiritj  rf  diug  Bpon  Uie  magre  dvUtila  which  oov  « 
of  Ua  WMMlwiiil  ulrcnttms.       Those  rado  records  diow  m  p 
|rft*'''e  igBonaoe  of  geography,  irUch  de&e§  >U  fttUtDpts'  at  «3 
(jdktWML      Htaumeala,  bowT«r,  of  unqnestioDabte  antheDti^^t-' 
•tQl  exist  to  ooofirm  tl»e  moot  r«m&rkablc  prodigies  of  his  slorj. 
The  patcat  of  knighthood  oonferred   npon   him  by  Sigismnud 
Bftthor,  i*  1603,  h  ..f  tl,;.  ci,«M>-tor.      It  T.:-h.,s  =ome  of  ll,^  le«i-  | 

%  av^i  «f  Ifa  BK  ul  «M  atehtsd  to  nM>d  I9  dM  fihirts 


Bb  pdMMita  manjjtlim  poitrta  of  >  tnia  kni^^      H«  «M 

uabitioDs  of  honor,  jct  hnmhle  in  his  own  praise, — tempering  his 
islor  with  modestj,  and  the  reckless  g^Untry  of  the  csTklier 
with  irreproachable  mumers.  A  simple  testimony  to  this  effect, 
hat  a  triocere  one,  is  given  hy  an  old  soldier  who  had  followed  him 
through  many  dangers,  and  who  shared  with  him  the  diautera  of 
the  defeat  at  Rothentnm.  It  is  appended,  by  the  anthor  of  it,  to 
Smith's  aocoant  of  New  EngUnd.  His  name  was  Carlton,  and 
he  had  served  as  Smith's  ensign  in  the  wars  of  Traosylvaiita. 
These  lines,  addressed  to  the  "  honest  Captains,"  are  somewhat 
fliahbed,  but  they  tell  pleasantly — 

*  Thj  «nxb  17  deed^  to  kog  tfaoa  hut  approved. 
Of  Ihouautds  know  thee  not,  tfaoa  ut  beloved. 
And  thkgreat  Plot  will  make  tbee  tea  linwa  m«n 
KdowiM  and  bdorad  dan  e'er  thoa  weit  before. 


In 


ew  a  wankr  jet  hot  tbee, 

e,  tofaacoo,  debta,  diM^  Mtba  Kt  free. 


He  Kgns  himself 


jmr  aoulcficr, 

THO..0ASt'nMr» 
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The  ancoathness  of  tho  verse  accords  with  the  station  of  the 
writer,  and  gives  a  greater  relish  to  the  compliment 

It  may  be  pleasing  to  the  fair  portion  of  my  readers,  to  learn 
something  of  his  devotion  to  dames  and  lady-love,  of  which 
we  have  good  proof  He  was  so  courteous  and  gentle,  that 
he  might  be  taken  for  a  knight  sworn  to  the  sex's  service.  He 
was  a  bachelor  too,  by  'r  lady  ! — ^and  an  honor  to  his  calling ; 
mingling  the  refinement  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  his  prototype, 
with  the  noble  daring  of  Essex  and  Howard.  Hear  with  what 
suavity  and  knightly  zeal  he  commends  his  gratitude  to  the  sex, 
in  recounting  his  various  fortunes  ^  to  the  illustrious  and  most 
noble  Princesse,  The  Lady  Francis,  Duchessc  of  Richmond  and 
Lenox ;"  and  with  what  winning  phrase,  like  a  modest  cavalier,  he 
consigns  his  History  of  Virginia  to  her  protection  ! — 

"  I  confess  my  hand,  though  able  to  wield  a  weapon  among  the  Barbarous, 
yet  well  may  tremble  in  handling  a  pen  among  no  many  judidous :  especially, 
when  I  am  so  bold  as  to  call  so  piercing  and  so  glorions  an  Eye,  as  your  Grace, 
to  view  these  poore  ragged  linea  Tet  my  comfort  is,  that  heretofore,  honorar 
ble  and  vertuous  Ladies,  and  comparable  but  amongst  themselycs,  have  offered 
me  rescue  and  protection  in  my  greatest  dangers :  even  in  forraioe  parts,  I 
have  felt  relief  from  that  sex.  The  beauteous  Lady  Tragabizanda,  when  I 
was  a  slave  to  the  Turkes,  did  all  she  could  to  secure  me.  When  I  overcame 
the  Bashaw  of  Nalbritz  in  Tartaria,  the  charitable  Lady  Callamata  supplyed 
my  necessities.  In  the  utmost  of  many  extremities,  that  blessed  Pokahontafl, 
the  g^reat  Ejng^s  daughter  of  Vii^ginia,  oft  saved  my  life.  When  I  escaped  the 
cruelties  of  Pirats  and  most  furious  stormes,  a  long  time  alone,  in  a  small  boat 
at  Sea,  and  driven  ashore  in  France,  the  good  Lady,  Madam  Chanoyes,  bounti- 
fuUy  ossiBted  me. 

"  And  so  verily,  these  adventures  haye  tasted  the  same  influence  from  your 
Gratious  hand,  which  hath  given  birth  to  the  publication  of  this  narration.** 
And,  thereupon,  he  prays  that  hb  "  poore  booke,"  which  had  "  no  helpc  but  the 
Shrine  of  her  glorious  name  to  be  sheltered  from  censorious  condcimnation,** 
might  be  taken  under  her  protection ;  and  **  that  she  would  vouchsafe  some 
glimpse  of  her  honorable  aspect  to  accept  his  labours,**  that  they  might  be  pre- 
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He  tails  hnr  that  '-ber  sweet  RecommcndatioDs  would  make 
it  woribier  llieir  good  countenance  a,"  and  concludes  by  assuring 
her,  *■  that  this  page  should  record  to  Posterilis  that  his  servic* 
■liould  tx)  to  prtijr  to  God  that  she  might  still  continue  tbe  Re- 
Qovnnl  of  her  Seso,  the  most  honored  of  Men,  nnd  The  Higlily 
BlMsedof  God." 

What  a  fine  ktiightlj:  tone  is  there  in  this  commendation  of 
the  gnoes  of  his  mistress,  and  irh&t  a  vorld  of  advcntiiro  does  it 
snggest ! 

After  a  whule  morning  of  pleasant  study  I  cloBed  tbe  Chronl- 
ole  and  restored  it  to  its  shelf,  with  a  renewed  admiration  of  the 
■turdy  and  conrteona  cavalier  who  is  so  pre-eminently  entitled  to 
be  styled  tbe  Tme  Knight  of  the  Old  Dominion. 

Tbe  character  of  Smith,  like  the  extraordinary  incidents  of 
bis  life,  strikes  me  as  approaching  nearer  to  the  invention  of  a 
fiction  than  that  of  any  other  real  personage  of  hiatory.  There 
is  in  it  so  much  plain  sense,  mingled  with  such  glory  of  manhood ; 
80  mnch  homely  wisdom  and  dauntless  bravery  combined — so 
mnch  cbivalrooa  adventure,  set  off  with  so  mnch  honesty ;  so 
mnch  humility,  and  yet  so  much  to  boast  of — if  his  nature  were 
vainglorious : — these  qualities  are  all  so  well  balanced  in  his 
composition  that  they  have  an  epic  consistency,  and  seem  more 
like  an  imagination,  than  a  reality.  It  pnts  one  in  mind  of 
Ghauoer's  Knight,  whose  description,  though  often  quoted,  wilt 
bear  a  repetition  here,  for  its  singular  application  to  the  history 
of  the  fonnder  of  Virginia. 

'  A  fcm^  there  was,  and  that  a  worthy  mm,  ^ 

Hut  (to  tlia  tints  that  be  finle  begaa 

To  ridco  out,  be  loved  dwrahie, 

IWitbe  ami  hooonr,  fredom  and  ouiiaaeL 


At  mortal  batailca  bndde  he  bea  fiftene. 
And  roughteo  far  our  faith  at  Tratniwcne 
In  listes  Qmea,  and  a;  eliun  liis  fu. 
This  iUie  worllij  Imigbt  hodde  ben  olw 
Somtime  wilh  the  lord  of  Palatie, 
Agea  aootber  hctlicn  in  Turlde : 

iQ  badde  a 

And  (liough  Uiat  liu  vas  Trorlh^  he  was  wise. 
And  of  Lis  port  eu  mcke  as  ia  a  majde, 

m,,i. 

Id  alio  liis  lif,  unto  no  macare  vigUL 
He  wu  a  veray  parfit,  geotil  kni^t' 


I  Ahothcr  morning  cniue.     The  rain  had  ceased,  and  nature,  after 

I  Iier  three  daya  of  drab  Bobriety,  appeared  o 

I  'and  gallant  apparel  of  sunshine  and  flowera.  The  air  had  grown 
ooolor.  The  verdure  of  the  fields  was  reviTcd.  The  birds  sang 
with  unwonted  -rivaoity,  as  if  in  compensation  for  long  pent-up 
melodies.  Tbe  change  of  weather  viae  like  tbo  bursting  forth  of 
ft  now  spring.  My  spirits  were  attuned  to  this  renovation  of 
earth  and  air,  by  the  prospect  of  returning  home — for  having 
onoe  set  my  thoughts  in  that  direction,  the  pleasure  of  the  re- 
turn rose  above  the  regrets  of  parting  with  friends  here,  or  so 
mingled  with  them  aa  to  divide  the  mastery  of  the  contest. 

I  hnd  determined  that  my  homeward  journey  should  be  in- 
land,  and  my  design,  therefore,  was  to  take  the  public  stage  from 
Petersburg,  tbence  to  Bichmond,  Fredericksburg,  and  Washing- 
ton. 

Soon  after  breakfast,  Meriwether's  carriage  was  at  the  door  to 
transport  mo  as  far  as  the  first  of  the  towns  mentioned  above.  I 
found  that  my  eouain  Lucrclio  had  provided  mo  a  store  of  re- 
freshment sufficient  to  have  sustained  nie  all  the  way  to  New- 
York.  This  was  neatly  put  up  in  a  basket,  and  placed  in  the 
carriage,  on  the  plea  that  I  mieht  be  huugry  upon  my  journey  , 
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or,  at  all  events,  that  I  might  not  find  as  good  fare  at  the  inns  as 
I  desired.  It  was  in  vain  to  refose ;  '^  the  stages  were  long,  and 
no  one  knew  the  comfort  of  being  well  stocked  with  such  neces- 
saries until  he  was  on  the  road."  I  submitted  with  a  good  grace, 
resolved  to  leave  what  was  given  me  in  the  carriage,  when  I 
arrived  at  Petersburg. 

And  now  came  the  moment  of  leave-taking,  the  most  painful 
of  all  the  accompaniments  of  travel.  If  I  had  been  nurtured  in 
the  family  from  infancy,  I  could  not  have  called  forth  more  affec- 
tionate solicitude ;  and  I  was  obli^d  to  promise,  what  already 
was  indeed  my  secret  purpose,  to  repeat  my  visit.  Meriwether 
expressed  the  kindest  concern  at  my  leaving  him,  and  engaged, 
what  was  quite  unusual  for  him,  to  write  to  me  frequently  after 
I  should  arrive  at  home.  The  little  girls  kissed  me  a  dozen 
times,  and  the  whole  household,  servants  and  all,  collected  at  the 
door  to  exchange  farewells.  Ned  Hazard  now  sprang  into  the 
carriage  with  me,  and  we  drove  o£ 

That  night  I  arrived  at  Petersburg.  Hazard  and  I  parted 
here  the  next  morning,  with  many  vows  of  friendship. 

In  due  course  of  time,  I  was  safely  seated  at  Longsides,  upon 
the  North  Kiver,  where  I  have  become  famous,  at^  least  with  my 
mother  and  sisters,  for  my  long  stories  and  rapturous  commen- 
dations of  Swallow  Barn,  and  my  peremptory  way  of  telling  how 
things  are  done  in  the  Old  Dominion. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


In  the  oourso  of  the  vinter  tiiat  followed  mj  return  to  Long- 
Bi<k«,  I  rtceiveJ  several  k-llers  froni  Hazard,  from  Meriwether, 
nnd,  indeed,  from  most  of  the  familj.  Harvey  Biggs,  also,  has 
been  a  punctual  correspondeot.  A  letter  from  him,  dated  the 
tenth  of  January,  1830,  gives  me  a  droll  hiatory  of  the  feativitio» 
at  The  Brakes  on  the  first  day  of  the  year,  when,  in  pursuance  of 
Ka  arraDgement  which  Ned  himself  had  before  oommuiiioated  to 
me,  Haiard  and  Bel  were  joined  in  the  banda  of  holy  wedlock, 
Bel  having,  at  last,  surrendered  at  discretion.  Harvey's  com- 
ments upon  this  incident  are  eipressed  in  the  following  extract : — 
"  After  yoD  left  us,  Ned  relapsed  into  all  his  extravagancies. 
In  truth,  I  believe  Bel  grew  heartily  tired  of  that  incompatible 
formality  of  manner  which  he  assumed  at  our  instigation.  It 
sat  upon  him  like  an  ill-fitted  garment,  and  rendered  him  the 
dullest  of  mortals.  Bel  took  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  at 
last  begged  him  to  be  himself  again.  Never  did  a  schoolboy  en- 
joy a  holiday  more  than  he  this  freedom ;  the  consequence  was, 
that  the  wight  ran  immediately  into  the  opposite  extreme, 
and  has  carried  the  prize,  notwithstanding  he  had  trespassed 
against  all  decorum,  and  had  been  voted  incorrigible.  The  stars 
have  had  an  influence  upon  this  match  I  I  devoutly  believe  that  it 
ftU  oomes  from  old  Diana's  prophecy. 
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"  Meriwether  discourses  philoBopliically  upon  tlic  subject,  and 
snya  that '  marriage  ia  u  matter  to  be  soberly  looked  at ;  for  if  it 
be  UQTriselj  contrived,  it  is  odc  of  the  most  irreTocablc  errors  in 
the  world,  though  not  the  most  unlikely  to  have  its  full  share  of 
repentance.'  " 

The  revelry  had  scarcely  ceased  at  the  d&te  of  this  letter  ; 
and  it  vrns  a  part  of  the  family  plans  that  Ned  should  live,  for  Iho 
present,  at  The  Brakes. 

Accounts  as  late  us  April  inform  me,  that  Philly  Wart  has 
just  been  re-elected  to  the  Legislature,  much  against  his  wish, 
and,  indeed,  in  the  face  of  his  protestations  that  he  declined  a 
poll.  He  ia  said  to  have  remarked,  rather  petulantly,  at  the  close 
of  the  election,  "  that  it  was  all  nonsense  to  argue  the  question  of 
constitutional  doctrine, — here  was  a  ease  in  point, — the  will  of  the 
constitueut  will  bind  the  reprcscDtatiTe  in  spite  of  all  theories  !. 
The  worthy  barrister  had.  a  short  time  before,  covered  himself 
with  glory  by  one  of  bis  rnosL  flowery  speeches  at  the  bar,  in  de- 
fending bis  brother,  Toll  Hedges,  upon  an  indictment  for  an  as- 
sault on  one  of  the  juatioes  of  tbo  quorum. 

It  is  at  a  still  later  date  that  Ned  writes  me  touching  the  af- 
fairs at  The  Brakes  Mr  Tracy  had  not  yet  become  reconciled 
to  the  extinction  of  the  lawsuit  Ned  accompanied  him  lately 
upon  his  morning  ride,  and  the  old  gentleman  took  his  oourac  to 
the  Apple-pie.  Here;  as  Ned  describes  him,  ho  took  a  stand  up- 
on the  mound  that  formed  one  of  the  abutments  of  the  dam.  and 
remained  silently  pondering  over  the  landscape  for  a  full  half 
hour,  and,  most  of  the  time,  tugging  at  his  under  lip  with  his 
hand.  "  It  was  lingular,"  he  remarked  to  Hazard,  after  this  in 
tei'val,  "  that  Meriwether  should  have  fallen  into  the  error  of 
thinking  that  he  had  a  claim  to  this  land,  I  have  a  mind  to  give 
him  tny  ideas  on  paper.     It  will  be  instructive  to  you,  Mr.  Hai- 

Md" 
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"  Pnak  etood  npon  his  surrtty"  replied  Ntil. 
"  I  Joabt  if  there  was  a  Burvoy,"  rejoined  the  oM   gontleman ; 
'  Uivre  it  no  memorandara  of  it  in  my  not«i!." 

Nod  was  almost  afmid  to  contradict  him  ;  but  at  length  ren- 

twd  to  RIJ-, — 

"  It  wts  produced,  yon  romcmbor,  at  the  trial,  si^cd  hy  Jer- 
emiah Perkins  himself." 

Mr.  Tracy  knitted  his  brows  for  a  moment, and  then  said,  "  It 
ia  vwy  stniagt> '  I  don't  think  there  was  a  anrroy.  There  is  some 
■uatak*.     I  wish  the  thing  were  to  go  over  again  I" 

Tbe  IcnoT  of  nil  mj  letters  now  shows  that  every  thing  goes 
on  smoiitlily  on  the  James  River,  and  that  the  Old  Dominion 
ooDtains  Bome  very  happy  persons  within  its  bosom. 
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